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far Gooawins Book

Here, at Last, Is the Comedian’s Own Explanatlon

of the Riddle “Why Do Beautiful
Women Marry

Nat

(Froms'* Nat Geodwin's

Book," Gopjrighted and
Published by Ridhard G
Badger, Dosioa.

“ 8 more than thirty
A years of my life have

been devoted to matri-
mony, naturally my autoblo-
graphy demands meation of the wo.
men ‘who have borm my name.

“I have been censured somtimes
harshly for my versatility in the se
lection of wives, and many have gar-
velled at my fortunate (or unfor-
tunate) selections. I have always
been long on the market of home and
wives,"

Having quoted these two para-
graphs from the preface, It seams
superfluous to mention that the auto-
blography in question is by Nat Good-
win, long celebrated throughout the
jength and breadth of two continents
ns the most thoroughly experlenced
matrimonlal expert dwelling on
Christlan soil,

Appropriately the book Is called
“Nat Goodwin's Book,” and IU's just
out. Aside from its picturesque le-
seriptions of matrimoninl sdventures,
it ls, perhaps, what itg publishers de-
clare It to be: “An Intimate and
permanent history of the Amerlcan
stage for the past forty years, by
the greatest living nactor, and the
mobt remurkdable autoblography ever
written."

However that may be, there’s no
use attempting to overlook the matrl-
monial chapters. Especially when ¢ne
finds the five wives of the author
frankly catalogued thus after the fa-
shion of the charade in the puzsle
books:

My firet (wife) was an angel

“My pecond a silly woman,

“My third & Roman Senater.

“My fourth a pretty little thing,

“My fifth—all woman,

“My whole (desire) was by repetl-
‘lon to prove that hope can conguer
cxperience."

The chapter headed “Number Five"
is the shortest In the book—just ff-
tees Mnes. It ls & maslerplecs of
discretion, as though offering “hope”
ﬂon' opportunity to give the lle to

axperience.” It {s only & year or so
sluce Goodwin married “Number
Five” It will be remembered that
jhe was the leading lady of his com-
pany touring the Pacific coast clties,
ind that she mursed him back to
yenlth after he was severely injured
while bosting In a chivalrous, but
reckless, attempt to send his beat
through the surf to do her a small
favor. Besldes the wives' catalogue
above quoted the chapter contains
just this:

“The day (a beautiful day in iuay,
1% such a day &s only BSouthern
Cla ornh at its happlest moment
knows), | made Margaret Moreland
my wife I onece agaln set the buszards
and the gossips to wagging thelr ears
aund tongues and lashing thelr talls
i1 bave always bean sure both HAVE
infls).”

In referring to sun Wuﬂwnhg
(No. 1) a# an “angel” Mr. Goodwin
sorroborates the opiniou conslstently
peld In the world of the stage for a
gquarter of a century and more, She
came to this country with Lydia
Thompson's company of burlesquers.

Goodwin?”

-

Bhe was one of the most famous
beauties of the burlesque stage, In
1876 she hecame a member of B, B
Rice’'s "Evangeline™ company, In
which Goodwin hind a amall part. At
the close of the season they were
married. Of Elizga Weathersby the
autoblography says in part:

1 was only a stripling when I mar-
rled this beauliful ereaturs., More-
over, I was unreliable, and, 1 con-
fess, unappreciative of what the fates
had beeu so kind as to beslow upon
me. Many have accusad me of ‘wan.
ton neglect' T may have neglected
bher, but only for the companionship
of men. S8he never complained, and
during the ten ycars of our happy
married Iife there was never one dis-
cordant note.

“She was ten yedrs my senlor. and
trented me more llke & son than a
husband, but, ke the traant boy who
runs nway from school now and then,
I was always glad to return and
seekk the forgiveness that an indul.
gent mother always gives a wayward
child. . . A loving slster, a dutl-
ful daughter, a loving wife, she is
resting in Woodlawn, and the dalsles
grow over her grave.”

No. 2, ns everybody knows, was
Mrs. Nelln Baker Pease, Mr, Good.

win writes that she was the “wile of
a dilettante llving In Buffalo, 8he
was the best amateur plane player to
whom I have ever listensd.” Hera In
where Nat gels buay with his un-
trammelad pen. Mra. Pease 'was a
groat applauder In the theatre where
he played. They were Introduced
and became “steadfast friends.” He
met the members of her family.
“Her sistor was charming. 1 wish
I could say the same of the rest of
her famlly. The brother must have
emannted from the same pod In
which the husband, Peue. WAS ©on-

or on some coral reef where
He proved a

celyed,
sponges predominate.
most absorbing petson,

“I invited him once to spend a few
days with us in New York. He wired
thnt he was coming for ‘a cup of tea,'
and stopped for two years.”

Well, the whole Pease famlly
wanted Mrs. Pease to be educated for
the stage. She wouldn't be happy
till it happened. Mr., Goodwin's
mother was so sympathetic that she
invited Mra, Podse “to spend & few
days at our Boston home.”

“Mrs, Pease was also fond of tes.
She nocepted the invitation, and re-
mained for several monthe. In fact,
during ber vigit to my mother's house
I had resumed my tour on the road
and even made a trip to Burope.”

While Goodwin was trying to get
Bteele Mackaye to teach Mrs, Peass
ow to act so she wouldn't be un-
happy any mors, her husband sud-
denly charged him with allenating
his wife's affections. '“This dropped
like & bombahell into our little clrcle,
as nothing was further from my
thoughts than marriage. She took it
a8 a joke, saying:

" *“What a splendid release from the
little funcubus.'

“‘It's wvery slmple,’ sald she. ‘Go
to Buffalo, buy him off, come back to
Boston and marry me.'

“After that what could a true-born
American do?"

This w*u the “silly woman" of the
wives' catalogue. Of this marriage
Nat C. Goodwin 34, eame into the
workl, "“Up to that tlme we were
happy. . . . And then she became
insanely jealous of our derling boy,
and it Is here that I drop the curtaln
upon our livea"

It was & Jegal
cleured the way for

ration, and It
0. 8, the “Roman

No. 5—

Moreland

Maxine
Elliott.
Senator” of the cata
logue, Maxine Rillott.
Mr. Goodwin first met
her at a dinner party
in San Franclsco on '

the eve of his departure

to tour Australla

“"An American Citizen.” J

“At Mr. Frawley’'s left mat the
stadbely, majestic, Janollke Maxine
Hillott, one of (he most beautifal
women whom | had ever seen, her
ravem black halr and eyea tn delight.
ful contrast fo the red huea that
formed an aurcole, as it were, above
hoer head. ‘

“My leading lu.ly ot this time was
Miss Blanche Walsli, who was én-
gaged only for the Anstralian tour.
While contempiating the falr Maxine
the avening of the dinner it suddonly
struck me what a fine leading woman
she would be for an organization,
Everybody told me she wad an ex-
tremely poor actress, but 1 made up
my mind to find out for myself.”

It Is Interesting now, some eightoen
years later vo read what Mr. Good-
win's manager, MeClellan, said when
he spoke of engaging Miss Blliott:

“"Why, you're crazy!' he shouted.
‘She’'s beautiful to loock at, but she
can't act; she hasn't the emotion of
an oyster! Blanche Bates ls playing
rings around her in Frawiey's com.
pany! Cet Bates, If you can, but pass
up Elllott! Read what the San Fran-
clsco papers say about her! Go e
sleep, and in the mornlng L'l try to
engnge Bianche Bates for. you'

“I only wish I had followed bis ad
vice, but fate was peeplug over my
ramparts. And he caused me Lo pass
a very restieas night.”

Goodwin had to take Blster Gar
truyde with Maxine. He signed them
for the Australlan tour—to bis man.
nger's supremse disgust. And right
there In the progress of his aute-

hllography he is moved to philosophize
thus

“Had I not made those two enguge
ments the pages of history would
have been greatly changed. Had the

held mivof
there would bave been no Maxine
Elliott Theatre In New York; Forbes-
Robertson wonld never have met the

lttle Kentucky family

sweat Certrude; the latter would
nover have been launched as a star;
Maxine would not uow be a retirved
actress, rich and famous; Clyde
¥itch's eareer would have been post-
poned, and the avenues of my poor
life would lhave been broader and
lens clogged with weeds.”

There's & whole story by Itself In
that catalogue expression, "My third
u Roman Benator,” up to the day of
the divorce that cleared the tracks
for No, 4, Mr. Goodwin gives her
this final paragraph: 3

“Maxine Hiliott 18 a varfoualy
gifted woman. Wiith the ambition of
a Cleopatra she used me as a ladder
to reach her gonl, and found her
crowning glory in the blinding glare
of a myriad of incandescent Hghts
which spell her name over the portals
of & New York theatre. #he Is one
of the cloverest women [ ever mel.
Her dignity is that of a Jomn of Arc,
her demennor Nero-llke In Its as
sertive guality,'and yet she has chan.
nels of emotion that muanifes!t woman-
hood In the truest sense of the word."”

“My fourth, a pretiy little thing"—
Edna Goodrich. The end of that
chapter is this plece of advive:

“If & mun steal your wife, don't
kil him—enution him."”

The heading of that chapter {s;
“The Five Fatal Fish Cakes and Num-
ber Four" There s a briefl resume:

“"As 1 have shown, my second and
third wives were Lhrust upon me by
circumstances. Belpg human, 1 al
lowed my bark of irrespopaibllity to
sall tranqullly inte the harbor of
lulrigue

Neo. 1—
' Eliza
Weathersby

“If these two marriages were er-
rors, my fourth venifure Inio matri-
mody was & entastrophe. I fled from
a Cleopatra to meetl a Borgia. And &
dish of fsh cakes proved my un-
doing."”

While he was thus refreshing him-
self {n a popular resort he was ap-
proasched by an ex-prize fighter, who
told him the saq tale of the stranding
of & radiantly beautiful star. "By
the time I bad reached the OIth fisly
cake my blood was fairly boillng. and
the whole universe seemed to me to
bo calling aloud for & man to step
forward snd right the wrougs the
youpg and handsome atar had suf.
fered.

“Arrived at our destioation we

were first, and speedily, ushered into
the presence of the mother of our

heroipe In distress. She was & mid-
die-aged woman of the modern, alert
type, who enjoyed clgarettes when her
dear dnughter was not in  evi
dence. . ,».

“Then énme radlantly the daughter.
8he was submerged {o sables. Re-
splendent jewels coverad lier.

“l1 wan forty-seven véars old. Per.
haps, gentle reader, you know how
wWusceptible are we clever men at that
time of MHfe, how tranguilly we sit
back om the cushlons of our
thoughts and say to ourselves we
are proof agalost the blandishments
of women"—

Well, 1t begnn with flsh cakes,
progressed to marrluge, and endsd,
ua everybody knows, in & legal sepa-
ration that left Nat Goodwin con-
siderably poorer. although a wvastly
wWiner man.

Some of the later detalls, as told
in the book, are interesting.

“Thet she had lustituted the pro-
coedings didn't bolher me at all,

Why We Need More Mussels to Keep Our Clothes On

the supply of mussals,
bivalves which used to abound in all the rivers
and streams tributary to the Mississippl, wa shall be
forced to devise some new method of keeplng our

U.\M:Bﬂ something {8 done very soon to increass

clothes on our bodies.

Formerly the buttons on the underwesar and other
white garments worn by both men and women wera
made of china snd porcelain. A few years ago, how-
ever, the mother-of-pearl fovnd in the shells of mussels
displaced almost everything else &s & material for
It Is far stouter and more durable, as well as
more aftractive in appearance, and iz so inexpensive
that butions wmade from It can be uséd on the cheapest
&3 well as the better grades of garmenis.

The discovery of this use for musse! shella led to the
establishment of an endrmous industry numbering many

buttons,

the Mttle (fresh-water

large plants and employlng thousands of men.
been supplying good buttoms at a low price mot ouly
to the whole United States, but to most of the world.

A short time ago the alarming discovery was made
that the mussel peds were giving out.
wera not reproducing theruseives a8 Lthey should. The
Federal Government stepped in and established }um!-
tations to the dredging of wusaels in certaln streams.

8till the supply continued to diminish In spite of the
known wonderful fertility of the paremt mussels, So
a mora careful sclentific study was mads by blologloal
experts amployed by the Government, and some curious
feots about the life history of the mussel were disclosed.

The diminution in the supply of pearl-button materisl
it wan discovered, was due not to the taking out of
mugsels, bul to the destruetion of fish Jn the rivers.

It was learned that in its enrly stages of development

Coovrizsht 1514 Ly the Blar Comnanw

The shellfish

It has
¥ills or fins of & fsh,

“nlggerbead” mussal,

of baby mussels.

Great Britaln Righis Regerved.

the fresh-water mussel is a parasite, {ts existence de-
pending largely upon its abllity to fasten itself to the

Certain kinds of the mollusks

attuch themselves to only & partlcular kind of fish. The
for {instance,
prolific and valuable varietles,
berring almost ex¢luslvely, add the partial extermina-
tion of this flah has had a materlal effect upon the
natural reproduction of mussels.

With this and simllar (nformation as a guide, the
Goverument has now established a research laboratory

& few mlles from Muscatine, Ia, and has gone Into the
husinau of mussal farming in order to try to conserve
our supply of material for buttous.

Beveral feld partles from the new laboratory are
constantly employed in this work of accelerating the
Processes of nature and copserving probably billlons

one of the most
is parasitlc to river

e el

‘Having done all the al
firmative wqgrk In twe
other  divorce actions, 1
thought 1 might as well take
It ecasy his timg and Jet her do
the work. But I had forgotten &l
about a certain deed of trust | hao
made in Parls some time before.

Durlng my mining activitiea 1
foresaw the calamity that was in
avitable, and acting on the advica
of an incompetent attorney 1 fool-
ighly entared Into a trust agreement
with my wife under the terms of
which 1 pladed all my property in
the hands of a trustes, In avolding
a possibla lo#s 1 ran louﬂlrst into L]
sure steal!

“Ax soon ux I had been served In
the divores actlon 1 began sult on
my own acoount to cancel this trust
agreament. Tt had always bBeen &
nulsance, even in the days when
wife and fond miama waere at their
loving-ast! Now it wag imperative
that I be allowed 1o handle my own
property alone, The settlament of
that action was a long, drawn-out
affair as compared with the divores
actlon. During the deveral montha
before my wife finally won (?) her
cage the newspapers ware filled
dally with sensational articles about
my affairs with women 1 had never
even gsen! It seemed to me as if
the gentlemen of the press just pub-
lished any end every pho! h of
a pretly woman they could find and
named her as one of the unfortunate
objects of my attentions. In splie
of this my wife's abla counsel had
been able to present no facts to the
Referee that could justily bim in
recommending a decree In her favor
~tip to the Tussday before the Bat-
urday ou which he was 10 réender his
decislon.

"It never dawned on me that this
was the case untll my ‘dear old
friend, Jm Killduff, wha had been
following the suit more closeiy than
I had cams (0 me that Tuesday
night and congratulated me'! “You're
winning so easily, it's a laugh” he
exelaimed.  “Winniag?™ 1 echoed
faebly. “Do you mean she lsu't go-
ing to get her divorce?' “She hasn't
& chance on earth' replied Jm
Cleatully, “Every charge she has
made ngalost you has been stricken
from the Referes's record” *“Goel
Lord," | gusped. “she's got to win!
It's the only way | ean ever get thia
trust agreement busted!"™

“The result of our conversation I
can not set forth in deiall. The fact -
remains, however, that befogs that
next Buturday the Referee bhad pre-
aonted (o him the evidencea neoes-
sary to make Wis course of duty
plaln—and ouce agaln the news
papers had grounds (?) for pro-
clalming me a disciple of Bolomon!

“Botween you and me, gentls.
reader, Justica must have had to
tighten that bandage about her eyes
when she learned of the mr
She surely wust have loosened it
Inughing!

"l cun say, however, that it fas &
most expensive luxury—belog ol
varced! 1t's wuch cheaper t0 use
the aotive volee of that verb)®

But, fortunately, as slready

notad,
hu
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