5 12TH INSTALLMENT

- The photo-drama correspondmng fo the insizTmeris o
I * The Trey O Hearts ** say nio=s be seen & (% ieadmg
movmng piclote theaterss By this unigue a~vangement

- with thé Untoersal Fiim Bfg. Co. it & thesefcre not o'y
' possidle fo read *" The Trcy O Hearts *" in this paper,

bt also fo see cach installment of & af the mowing

wickure theaters.
(Gopyrighs, 1ML by Leuis Jeanph Vases )
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1 ITHE TRAIL OF FLYING HOOFPRINTS.
/I the #U) sir of that young day the ohill of
A fingered stubboraly—and would untll the
_ of the sunjorn rampart had crept slowly

rn the ‘" weatwrn wall, telercoped upen
i and d, lotting tn the sun to uake the
B pite of burning.

_ and cxhllarated by this
inass, hin horeo responded willingtr te
it toneh of Alan's spur. In & tiwinkitng
$ czmp Aropped from visw bablad the
or of a bilifide, wosquite-dloaked

Then from hun Geet eoiritad‘Sight 1he horse sot
o going, lengthopod ita ptride,
Josguns wils the leng, spparestly et
tirelass lope of (he plalnsbrad Lroaeho,

b from camp had antfeinated by
Lor the cpyestinoe on the upper
Mof the wizin bandit, to the pamber
Who hadt both disvovnred and recov
e, called his desth murdes and pledged

W.mﬁnm responsibil-
ul:eu the door of the man
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thore who followed the rides trall. By mid-morn-
Ing, when they approached the foothills that ran
down to tho detert, the pursuitewas more than &
mflo in thoe rear and shut off to boot by & mano-
lithfe B, whils Alan was many & weary ralle in
pdrngpce,

Ho sat upon his lorse, just then, at standsti)
upon the summilt of a rounded knoll, the Paintad

hiils 1ftlog wp boliind hime, the desert befors un

folding like 'a map,

Descending the knoll he reinad his lagging mount
back into the irall, following its winding course
through the foothills and round the base of that
monolithic mountain toward the junction with the
ridge trall, miles away.

It approached the hour of noon befare he galnod
the point where the two tralls Joined and struck
out acrons tho desert. And here he discovered
what he thought Inditputable Indientions that the
fright of Judith's horsse had persisted,

Abandoning immediately all sotlon of returning
through the hiils by the ridge-trall, he turnod and
Swung away at (he best pace he could spur from
his broachd, delivering Bitmeelf (nto the pitilers om-
brase of that lmp wildernoss of sun aod
sand,

At long Intervals he would chdck the bronche
sud, recling In the saddle, endeavor to sweep the
desert with his binoculars.

And townrd the middle of the afternoon ke fan-
ing rewarded one such effori:
something for an Instant swam athwart the feld of
the glasses: something that ssemed to move like &
woary horse with & human figure bound to its
back. J

But now phenomena were discernibla which, had
he been more dosert wise, would have made him
pauss and think before be adventursd farther from
those hills, al

of yoek-——sume uporadid owtcrop, be underst
whase bulk atood between him snd the storm.

Ho thought o rest for a tie, untt) the storm had
spant ‘ita groatest strengih; but s he Iafd his
skoulder gratefully agaimst the rock and scrubbed
tho dust from his smmrtihg eyes he saw what he at
first concaived to baan ballucination: Jugdith Trine
standing within & yard of him, alive, mrong, free

through all thist" .
He threw off her hand with a bitter Juugh—that
was like the crosking of & raven an It fsaned from

his bonedry in & miomentary posses-
mcthW-muuﬁ-
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#olf his shadow. And she was now the ptronger,
for she had had Wmore than an hour's rest beside
the waterhole, whith ho bad missed on the way of
that rocky windbreak. Sooner or Iater . Bl
strength must fall him and he wonld need her: till
than she was content to Bide her hour.

It Pefell provently in startling fashion: she was
not a yerd behind him when he vanished abruptly.

But the next moment Judith herself was tremb
Hing on the crumbling brink of an arrpyo of depth
and width indeterminsble in the obscurity of the
duststorm. Down this, evidently, Alan had fallén
in his Dlinduess.
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. Itnen her
bosom, benoath her coarse flannel shirt, and wih
sparing ald from fhe canteen, washed the
and bandaged It =
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courss and under, of ita farther bank.
There, stiting, she plllowed his hesd upom her
Iap, and bending over him made her bedy an sddt-
tional shelter to him from the ewirling clouds of
dust. ' ;

And

Hght stole athwart the desert, turning its heat to
chill, fta Jight wo

Orawing mors {n the cold eventually roused
the sleeping man, _
And hardly had his eyoa untlossd and looked up
to the eyea of Judith beading overjim than ke
started up and out of her embrace, got

his feet and sfter o moment At pause, watch-
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tall sorely upon her. She resled sfightly an she
walked, wasving a winding trafl acroes and across
the straighter line of footprinta that marked Alan's
course through the ordered pattern of the pow-
dered sagebrush. .

And of -a sudden she collapsed.

Instinet slone made Alan glanes overshoulder:
for abs hid made no sound whatever,

He turned and came directly back to her, knalt
beside her, lifted her hoad, pillowed It gently on his
arm and plied ber In turn with the drags of the
canteen, i

ma-m.m-cmna-um.mW.

B!

—Holpless,” He Said. !

whe revived. -
He helped her gently to regain her feet, passed
an arm round her.
Thus they struggled on in strangs, dumb compan-

mountainside was a yard the nearar. .

Behind them other lights appeared, two gjlaring
yollow eyes that peered up over the horizon,
ssemed to paune a time In'msearch of the two, then
lsaped out directly toward them.

Of this they were altogether ignorant; and when
deep, droning sound disturbed the desert sllence,
the purring of some gigantic cat, both ascribed
the drureming of thelr laboring pulses.

The two lighta were not & mils behind them
when, silently, wltm & sign to warn the girl,
Alan released har, & ‘atep apart and dropped
s if shot.

Instantly she was kneeling by his side. But in
the act of bending over bim she drew back and
soveral moments motfenless, staring
eyos, lm down upon
attainable by a sixcylinder
touring car nogotiating & trackless desert

When Judith did move it* was not to' comfort

the tontrary, her first act was to draw
, blupt-nosed ~revolver,

ut the breech and blow ila barrel clear of
ef hand weat next to the holster on Alan's
From this shs extracted his Colt's .45, treat-
Then she crouched low
loved, as If thinking perhaps to
the occupants of the motorcar,
her thought, It was bred of an idle
to fall in the middls of &
arid that not even sagebrush had
ke root thers. When the glare of
upon them L waus f(nevitable

dscovery sh follow, The motor car stopped
Thres men Jumped out and
, leaving two in the car—the
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: aged man with the face of & damned
for a litle time to live upon this
certain knowledgs of his damnetion.

Judith Trine leaped to her feet

body of Alan, & revolver poised
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one Who occupled & cormer of the

"Stop™ he erfed. “Stop this nonsense!

Drop
that man! Judith, I command you-—"

“Be silent!™ the girl cut in sharply. "I come
mand here—if it's necesmary to tell you.”

Thers was a pause of astonlshment Then the
old mwan broke out In exasperation that threatened
to wax into “Judith! What do you mean
by thia? Has it indesd coms to this that my own
daughtor defles ma to my face?”

"Apparently!” she shot back, with a short iaugh
“Judge for yourself!™

“Have you forgotten your vow to me?™

o. Hut 1 take It back and cancel ft: that ig
my privilage, I'b8llavs, | . . Sllence'” ahe stormed
a8 he strove to galneay her. “Sllence—do you
hear?—or it will be the worse for you!”

As well command the sea to still {ts volee: her
father raged llke the madman that he ‘was, for the
time being divested of his habitual mask of frigid
heartiessnons,

And sesing that there wae no dther way of quiet-
ing him, the gir] turned to the third man.

"Now, Jimmy!" she sald crisply. “Into that caf
—and be quick sbout It—and gag him!"

“If you do,” her father foamed, “I'll have your
e~

A ficurish of her Weapona gatned instant obedi-
ence, .

Hhe stepped up on the running board and shot
a quick, searching glance at the face of the chauf
feur.

“Straight ahead, my man!” she sald, “Maks for
the nearest pass through thoss hills yonder, and
don't delay unless you're antzious for trouble, ON
you go!™ _

The car began to m She swept the threes
men in the desert a mocking bow, jumped into the
body of the car and slammed the door.

They made no effort to plead thelr cause and se-
CUre passags even as far as the edge of the desert;
doubtless they knew too well the futility of that,
she thought, as she settled back In & seat, chuek-
ling with the memory of those thres masks of dis-
may unmitigated. :

It was not untfl five minutes Ilater, when she
straightensad up from making Alan comfortabls t
ghe realized what had made them so conteant to
abide by her will

Then sha heard thelr volces lifted togsther in a
long, sbrill howl that was quickly answered by
fainter yella from a distant quarter of the desert
then by pistols popping and fashing some two
milea away, then by a growlng rumor of galloping
hoofs. ; -

The night glasses in the car afforded her flashes
of a body of several horsemen—aome elx or seven,
she judged—making at top speed toward the spot
where Marrophat, Hicks and Jimmy walted beside
& beacon which they had bullt and Hghted,

Half a dozen sentences exchangsd with the chauf-
feur advised her that these wera horsemen from
the town of Mesa who had charged themselves with
the duty of avenging the death of Hopi Jim Slade.

A sardonio chuckle from within Trine’s gng goad-
ed the gir] into a sullen fury,

Exacting his utmost speed from the chauffeur,
under penalty of her displeasure, she set herself
to revive Alan. y

With the aild of such stores of food . and drink
as the cas earried, this was quickly epough ac
complished.

Strangling with an overdoss of brandy too Httle
diluted with water, Alan sat up, grasped the com-
ditions'\in & flazsh, and gained further {nformation
a5 he devoured sandwiches and emptisd a canteen,

The mountain pass was now, he judged, a mils
distant, The light on the hillside, aocording to the
chauffeur, was that of a prospector who had camped
there temporarily. "Bhers was nothing, then, to be
feared from that quarter, but solely from the rear
~—where the horsemen, having pleked up Marro-
phat and his compenions, had instituted hot pur
suit, and wers now strung out In a long, s )
line, three horses carrying double the farthermost
~—perbaps a mlle and a halt away—one with & glf-
Ele rider thd nearest, well within'three-quarters of
& mils.

Nobly mounted, this,last came on ke the wind,
Eaining on the motor car with every strids; for his
bhorse was tralted to such golng, whereas the car
8t best conld only labor heavily in dust snd sand.

None the less, ft. had won to a point within a
quurtér of a mile from the pass befors the horse-
man got within what he esteemed the proper range,
and opsned fire.

He fired thrice. His first shot winged wide, hia
second by lllchance ripped through a rear tire of
the car, thus placiog upon it an additiohal handl
cap, whils this third sought the zenith as his hands
flew up and he dropped from the saddle, drilled
through the body by Alan's only shot, ]

A longrange pistol duel was In progress. bhefors

. the car had covered half the remalning distwfice to

the pass,

By the time it entered this last, which proved
to be & narrow ravine with towering sidea of
orumbly earth and shale and broken rock, the pur
sult was not = hupdred yards bebind, while the
firing was welluigh conutinuous,

Two bundred f{eat nbove the trall two men wers
working with desperals haste at some mysterious
business—ihough none, noticed  Lhem

Only the chauffeur was swars of @ woman run-
ning down the hillalde st an angle, to intercept the
car several hundred yurds from ths mouth of the
pass, -

As it drew near the spot where she padsed, wavr
ing both armwa frantically, the head of the pursuing
party swept into the mouth of the ravine

At the same time the chauffour noticed that the
two men on the hiliside were following the waoman
pellmell, throwing themselves down the siope with
glgantic loaps and bounds. .

And then a greatl explosion rent the pesceful
husk of night—that till then had bean profansd
by the pattering cracks of the revolver fusillads,

As the roar of dynamite subalded the entire xide
of the hill shjfted and slld pondercusly down, chok-
ing the e with debris to the dopth of some
thirty or forty feei, burying (he leaders of the

pursult beyond hope of rescue. §

Only an instant later the moter car jolted to a
halt and Alan pulled himaelf together to find that
Rose and Barcos were standing besids the door
snd jabbering joyful greetings mizsad with mare or

fn the prospector's shack and, roused by the nofse
of firing and recognising Alan in the car by the
nid of nlght glasssa, had with the proapector's aid
hit upon this schems of shooting a landslide In




