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Very Refreshing and Unusual
Real Love Match Between Two
Young Members of Fashionable
Society (Not Remarkable for
Love Matches)
Survived at Last Even the Loss

A RN T

of Two Family Fortunes

ronts etill richer; and if they had
been playmates from childhood, and
this companionship developed naturally
into love on both sides go that both
tooked forward to marriage with the

cheerful comsent of both sets of pa-
rentg——

ll-" his parents were rich, and her pa~
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Miss .e
Claflin
Posed as
.‘Anemis-'
and Above
Her the
Windmill
That She
Made Into
a Beautifu)
Little
Home,
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Then, if his parenta lost the bulk of
their fortune and her prudent parents
rushed her off to Europe in search of »
“better match;"” and it her parents pres
ently lost the bulk of their fortune and
his prudent parents urged him to forget

her and plck out a “safety first” heireas
for a bride; and if each of them digcoy.
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That Has

ered no lack of
“eligible oppor
tumtles' e——

Yot If both he
and she, In their
comparative pov-
erty, continued
blind and deaf

to the aforesald
eligible opportu
nities; and {f, fin
ally, they vowed
to  marry aach
other, poverty or
no  poverty, and
the auspleious
day was set, and
both pairs of par
ants  bestowed
thelr blessing
Now, wouldn't
vou eall that a
good, old - fash:
foned. strictly
made - in -Americs
romance? And It
has all actually
happened — t o
Miss Beatrice
Claflin and Rob
ert Hreeae, of

New York, New- 't Ml 4
port, Southamp- o.f\"‘ %’ 7
ton, L. 1,, and erst 4 v A
while of “Hasy g ¥ ’s@‘ \
street,” . L -y

Seldom, indeed,
does o girl so

heautiful as Mis: i ry
Beatrice  Claflin " e JAR
and of such so i e

clal prominence
decide to marry
Just “for love" a
man whose good
fooks are hils for- i
tune, Seldom, in- -
deed, does so pop-

ular & youth as

Robert Breese de- f

cide to marry j

Just  “lor love"

the girl of his

boyhood dreams, after the girl has losl a
really large fortune, Is it sny wonder,
therefore, that Newport and Southamp-
ton, whers the young peoplsa are well
known, are all agog with interest over
this delightful madedn-America ro-
mance? In this romance figure forelgn
noblemen who yearned to wed the beau-
tiful Mizs Clafiin, and charming French
and English beauties who made a hero
of “Bobby” Breess this Summer when he
served In a French ambulance corps,

It all began so long ago! Fifteen
years or more ago the Arthur B, Clafiins
bullt themselves a beautiful Summer
home at BSouthampton, Long Island.
Thelr Winter home was at Lakewood,
N. J. Their ons child, Beatrice, was nol
strong and they had to Hve away from
the olty. Mr. Claflin was the younger
son of H. B. Claflin, one of New York'a
earllest merchant princes, and s a
brother of John B. Claflin, formerly one
of our multi-milionatres, Mrs., Claflin
was Miss Minnle Alexander, a sister of
A. A, Alexander, the artist In Lake-
wood the Claflins were the leading resi-
dents; they were very public-spirited
and did much for the town, Little
Beatrice, although growing up In an at-
mosphers of wealth, was taught that
wealth had its responsibilities and also
that there was much in life that money
eould not buy.

She was & beautiful child, with great
dark gray eyes and black hair. Her
uncle painted a portrait of her when
she was ten years of age that created a
furore when exhibited at the National
Academy. This portrait hangs in the
great hall of the Clafiln's Lakewood
manor house, but it does not figure in
our story.

When the Claflins first
Southampton colony they found the
Jumes Laurence Breeses there before
them, Mr. Breese was an intimate
friend of the late Stanford White and
was & man of wealth, high social stand-
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ing énd & mo#lL rare artistic ability. His
Southbampton home was and still 18 &
veritable museum of wonderful things
collected by Mr. White and himself gur-
ing thelr years of friendsbip. The
Breeses were to Southampton what the
Clafiins were to Lakewood—"first citi-
zens” and general mentors.

The children, of course, knew nothing
of all this. The four or five Breese
youngsters took the little Claflin helress
into thelr fold, and right there began the
love story of Bobby and DBeatrice, In the
beginning they played together, pairing
off in the most natural way. Later they
denced together, and still Iater they
swam, motored hunted, golfed and
flirted together., he two sels of parents
looked on the growing romance with
high favor,

And then It came to pass that the
Broeses lost & large part of thelr wealth
and the Claftins lost heavily in the John
B. Claflin financial smash-up three years
ago, and evervthing changed for the
young lovers, The purents of both urged
them to give up each other and marry
for wealth,

Miss Claflin was taken abroad and
Bobble Breese took & job in Wall street
In Europe the Claflins were eagerly wal
comed. They were by no means stran-
gors In excluslve clrcles in London and
Paris, for Miss Clafiin's beauly had cre-
ated a sensation over thore when she
was a debutante. BShe had been pre-
senied st court in London—in fact, wWas
the American beauty and belle of that
poason, Among the men who had ad-
mired and courted her were two snets of
brothers, the Grenfell twins and the
Beresford “boys)” This all bappened
eight years ago. 'The handsome and
popular Grenfell twins were killed In ac-
tlon st Spring, and shortly after, find-
ing Miss Clafiin cold to his advances, the
senjor Beresford, now Lord Decles, fell
in love with and married Miss Vivien
Gould.
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Miss Beatrice Claflin, Who Has Picked Her Old
American Sweetheart and Rejected, Hinally,

Titles and Wealth.

In France a noble duke, the debonalr
de Richelleu, and ball a do®en counts
had huulaso& the fuir American, but
they, too, went into the discard Whint
chance had they against the lithe-limbed
American youth, whose dancing talcots
wore just then adding 1o his popularity?

When the crash came, it was na‘ural,
“erhaps, that Miss Claflin's parents
should desire a wealthy husband for
thelr daughter, They recalled her for-
mer triumphs in Europe, but, realizing
that forelgn noblemen seek only Amer-
fcan dollars, not hearts, they did npot
take her abroad again to win a husband,
but to forget her lover. Then, they rea
soned, with Bobbie forgotten, it would be
easy to persuade Beatrice to sccept one
of the several home-bred milllonaires
who had hovered about her since her
debut.

However, in these days Miss Cluflin
vas a great helreas apd Breese had an
astured income. Therefore thelr love
met with no great ohstacles, But when
times changed, was It not natura! that
Mr. and Mrs, Claflin should look hack
and recall with pleasure young Gould's
devotion? Parents usually wish to sea
thelr daughters protected from Lthe hard-
ships of poverty. This ls a deeply In
grained and perfectly human tralt in
parents, and in mothers particularly!

Hence the trip to Europe for change
of scena as & first ald to forgettiug,
They rented thelr beautiful Lakewood
place and sought distraction abroad.
Then war broke out and Miss Clafiin
wanted to go as & nurss, but this her
parents absolutely refused.

“Then, If I can not do that,” she re
torted, "l shall return to America and
marry Bobhble,"

In the end the parents consented to re-
turn to this country; indeed, they were
glad to, for it now seemed the right mo-
ment for the renewal of young Mr
Gould's suit,

In the meantime the devoted Bobble
had not been fdle. He tried his best to
mnke money, but there wure few for
tunes to he made at thal time in Wall
sireet He did not try to forget his
#weetheart; bhe knew perfectly well that
nothing would change either one of
them, He was npot afrald of the effect
of the trip abroad any more than Miss

Lucky Mr. Breese Skating with
Miss Claflin,

Claflin was! Letters passed between
them as regularly as was possible under
the chaotic war conditions, but finally
thoe separation got on his nerves., He
would go to Europe, t00. The day after
he recelved a long letter from his dis-
tant sweelheart In which she told him
she wanted to joln a nursing unit in
France young Breese guve up his Wall
street job and enlisted in the American
ambulancs corps.

He joined s unit thep about ready to
leave for France, and the steamer that
carried him toward Paris and his sweet-
heart passed the steamer bringing his
sweetheart to New York, and, gs she
thought, to him,

This was eight or nine months ago,
Miss Claflin wanted to return to Paris,
but again her parents refused, and then
for n few weeks left ner in Mes. Tony
Drexel's capable hands, Mrs, Drexel,
who wus Marjory Gould, has been as
unxious a8 ber brother Kingdon to bring
her lelong friend into the Gould fam-
lly. Beatrice, it will be recalled. was
one of Marjory's hrdiesmalds, und would
have been one of Vivien Gould's, but
fate, In the form of scariet fever, inter
Tered,

Mra. Drexel, as always, did her best to
further her brother's love affalr, but
nothing avalled agalost the man who
was now not only & lover, but a herol,
His few and infrequent but ardent lote
tera told of dangers undreamt of; of hun«
dreds of wounded soldlers belng cared
for by his unlt, and finally, of personal
praise bestowed on elm by Gene
French himself! Even Miss Claflin's pa
rents realized that they counld do noth
ing. The war was turning their little
baitle into a perfect rout, And so they
surrendered, and the day came when
Miss Claflin cabled her lover to return
for the wedding! 1le returned a few
woeks ago and hurried to Southampton,

» Where his flance and, her parents were

spending the Bummer. The engagement

wis announced, and now the wedd
followa alose on fte hes'= tng
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