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0‘. The LeHeI' Carriers (bme‘ '

Their National Convention is to be Held in Omaha This Week ! !

HE FAMILIAR man who stalka briskly
to your, door twice a dey, year after
year, is In Omaha to stay a week, He
is the man who every day kicke hls
wiy through the dust of the #streets,

spiagsheq his way through the mud, or slashes his

may through the snowdrifts when the mercury

hiden In the bulb, In order that you may get your
’— lettera from home regularly.

Before sungat Monday evening there are to
be perhape no less than 1,600 letter carrlers In
Omaha, representing all the states in the union,
This 1 the weelt of the convention of the Natlonal
Association of Letter Carriers, -

A convention, yes, for these brave, smiling
men that breese up to the door, drop a letter with
a chearful ‘'good morning,'” and are gone, have
gome intarests of their own to throsh out. They
have problems of life that they must solve for
themselves,

A glven number of hours each day they de-
liver letters, posteards and magazines In the serv
foa of Uncle Bam. After that they nre just men
with familise at home. After they deliver your
lotter they hoe potatoes in the garden, squirt ¢ty
water on the lawn, set hens and ralse chickens,
read the daily paper by the fire, or bounce the
bables on their knees

They ars not perfect walking machines in
neat gray uniforms, They are humean belngs witn
tig, human souls and big, human problenms (o meet,

For twenty years these men have had an ns-

¥ goelation, which has solved one problem after

another, and which still has many problems to

solve. Evary year the assoclatlon gains in mem

hership, for every year mora and more of the men

\ gee the importance of belng a member of the asao

: clation, and each year thers are mors nnd moras
carriera.

Now, whila Uncla Sam has a reputation of
paying his help pretty well, of paying protty
jromptly and giving no bad checks, still the cost
of Hving has advanced so rapidly that even Uncle
Ram has perhaps not always kept informed as to
the Immediate price of steak. 1f he should ever
become grossly delinquent in his lack of such in-
formation, this association will appolnt @ com-
mittee to ~ducate him most respectfully,

Again, this cheerful man In the gray uniform,
does not live forever. He cannot be repaired as
a machine can. He becomes old in time, and must

) be discarded. ;
o Dlrcarded-—ah, there Is another problem, It
he ‘has not been able to save from his wagen
enough to keep him in his old age when he shall
no longer be of use to the sorvics, what shall he
and his family do?
The association knows what it wants its mem-
bers to do in these cases,
It wants them to be able to draw a regular
check from Uncle S8am from a ret{roment fund for
superannuated carriers.
The assoclation bellaves and has long be-
lieved that after a man has given all the years ofr
his life to the carrying of letters for Uncle Sam,
Unocle Bam should take care of him in his last years,
Bo Important does the assoclation conslder
this matter that it is the first of the topics men-
tioned to be taken up at the Omaha convention.
They point to the foot that many large corpora-
tions are now providing funds for such snnuities
for the superannuated employes.
Again, this man who smiles and hands you
your Jetter Is always strictly confined to certaln
rules. If he be sick In the hospital 160 days he
is out of a job,
Nor s it necessary that he be in the hospltal.
If, for any reason, he ls not working at his job
for a period of 160 consecutive days, he is “'fired”
in plain English.
“No excuses go,” is what the department says
when & carrier attempts to explaln that he was lald
up with typhold fever, appendicitis, a broken leg,
or any possible complication of allments,
An old veteran of the civil war a few years
14 pgo, after carrying mall for almost a guarter of
' a century, began to suffer from an old wound. He
was compelled to be off duty 150 days. He was
notified that he must return to work at once or
be discharged from the service,
He was unable to returm, He pent word ex-
plaining the facts,
“No excuses go,
Washington.
“Surely,” sald the aged wife of the veteran,
“surely they will not discharge you., How can
they do it? You fought through the civil war,
F_ gave those years to the service of your country,

and have given the years since that tlme In the
cmploy of the government, No—it cannot be,
There 18 some mistake, Burely, surely, a great
kovernment like thig will not dischorge you now
ond leave us unprovided for.*

But the red tape of Washington Is a machline,
not &« man with a soul that ean be tonched,

“Discharged,” came the order

It wera Idle to follow this sad casa further
It is enough to know that cases llke theses have
eroused the carriers to seek the institution of a
better system In this respect,

80 they are asking to have the 140-day rule
modified. They feal that In case of sickness or
other good reasons for absence from duty for a
period of 160 days a man should not necessarily
| be dropped from the service. They feel that the
' figure is got at 150 days arblirarily and without
f good reason. They feel, In other words, that elr-
I

"

came the stern reply from

cumstances should influence the case,

Then the carrlers want a compensation bill

that will provide more liberal benefita to the em-
| ployes than those contained (n the Rellly compen-
sation law.

They want the sanltary conditions of the post-
offices throughout the country Improved., They
wint befter lighting facllities In the offices he-
eatuse they say that many elerks and carris by
bad thelr sight permancntly oand seriously af
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Our Letter Carrier Army

Total number of Post Offices,. ... 56810
Number of Post Offices having
oity delivery service ............ 1,769

Number of city delivery carriers.. 32,202
Number of rural delivery carriers. 43,634
Total cily and rural carriers....... 75,826

Ofriclal Mgures for the Year 1914

feeted by improper or artificial lghting.

They deslre the Institution of a court to pass
tipon cases of employes whao are charged with or-
fenses and are recommended for reduction In

grade or romoval from service. ’

They seek the complete divorcement of poll-
ties from eclvil service,

"hesn things the carriers seek, and on theas

inte they  respectfully netotinte with their
vorthy Uncle S8amuel, thelr employer

I'hen thero are auxilinry organizations to the
maln body, The Ladies’ Auxilinry iz one that has
ardently fought for years for a sentiment that is
eventually to become strong enough to bring about
# pension bill for the carriers and an annnity for
Ihe superannuated,

Then there ia the Natlonal Biek Benefit as-
rociation,

Although this assoclation is but a few Years
old, it already bag in {ts membership over one-
third of all the members of the National Assocla-
lton of Letter Carriers, There are 35,000 mem-
lers In the blg nssociation, and 13,000 in tha Sick
Henalit

The Sick Beneflt has pald $105,000 i the
Inst Iwo years to fte slek members, according to
Chiof Clerk John T, Mugavin of Cincinnatl,

It puys a8 high as §0 a week for as many as
twenty-eix weoks of elekness in any one year,

Every member of the Nationul Assoclation of
Letter Carriers is ellgible to the Sick Benefit as-
goclation, Over one-third of them have already
become members,

Then thera {s the Mutual Benefit association,
the principal feature of which s mutual insurance.
This pays death losses ranging from $500 to $3,000,

This insurance association has paid $2,000,000
in death losses since [ts organization in 1861, It
has a reserve fund of $500,000 today.

Officers of the Natlonal Assoclation of Letter
Currlers have been arriving In Omaha for a weelk.
Edward J. Gulnor of Muncle, Ind., Is president of
the association. George W. Johnson of Columbus,
0,, 1s8 vies president. Hdward J. Cantwell ot
Washington, D, €, s secretary. Charles D. Duffy
of Chicago (B treasurer,

The local branch of the natlonal association
in Omaha bas been very busy for moaths making
arrangements and looking after details for the
big convention,

The Jocal branch s known as GCate City
Branch No. 6. Willlam Maher of Omaha, preai-
dent of the local branch, has been especinlly active
in making preparations, Robert J. MeAuliffe, re-
cording and corresponding secretary, has been one
of the buey ones, W, C. Bouk, secretary of the
local committee on arrengements, has been the
real busy bee of the lot, muaintalning headquarters
for some time at the Henshaw hotel.

Each year it bhas been customary for one of
the national officers or leading committeemen to
be picked from the local branch of the city In
which the convention Is held, The local branch
endorses somo one of {tsa members for this post-
tlon. Willlam Maher has been endorsed In Omaha
by both the local branch and the state association.

A program of entertalnment and buginess
has been prepared for the wesk,

Monday afternoon, which ls Labor day, the
oarriers are to have n big perade In the slreets of
Omaha. All the delegates, toget her with the vari-
vus auxiliaries, are to be in the parade, The vari-
ous delegations will be headed by their respective
bands,

On Thursday evenimg there is to be a big
ball of the carriers at the Auvditorium. The con-
vention ts to be held (n the Auditorium also,

The Omaha delegates to the convention are
to have the week off in order that they may at-
tend regularly. That does not mean that there
will be no deliveries in Omaha, for there are many
mall carrlers In the city besides those who are
delegates to the convention.

No, the service will not be disturbed
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Development of Delivery

The system of delivering mall by carriers ot
the houses and office« of poersons to whom It Is
addressed was first {ntroduced {n the United States
on & small scale In 1563 In 18675 free dellvery
was extended to all places having o population of
60,000, and such places sa in the oplnlon of the
postmaster general might weem expediont. In 1874
the system was extended to all cltles of 20,000 In-
habitants or over, and in 15587 to citles of 10,000
Inhabltants whose postal recelpts amounted 1o
$10,000, and Inter to atill smaller towns, Provislon
wis made In 15856 for special or immeddate delivery
of letters within certaln Hmits upon the payment
of & fee of 10 cenls In the form of @ special slamp.
In 18968 an experlmoent of dellvering mall to lu-
habitants of rural districte was tried. The results
wera a0 satiafactory that the system has heon
Inr;nly" extended, until today scarcely & person re-
mains In any part of the country who can not have
his mail brought to him If he so deslres

" STORY OF OMAHA POSTOFFICE

The Omaha postoffice was established May 0,
1864, by the efforts of Hon. Rernherd Henn, then
a member of congress from lowa, who also secured
the appointment of A, D, Jones as postmaster, fa-
mous for having <urried the letlers around with
him in his hat,

The ftirst bullding used for postoffice purposes
was & small house on Thirtesnth street, directly
in rear of the Douglag house, David Lindley, who
conducted the hotel, taking charges of the mail as
Mr, Jones' deputy., Mr., W. W. Wyman was then
appoloted postmaster, and a bullding at the corner
of Eleventh and lHarney was occupled as the post-
office, Mr, Wyman erected a two-story brick at
the northwest corner of Thirteenth and Douglas,
using the first tloor for a postoffice and the upper
floor as & printing office, he then being the pub-
lisher of the Omaha Times., Mr., Wyman was &
democral, and in conseguence of Mr, Linmoln's aléc-
tlon lost his offieial pokition, and George Bmith be-
cane postmaster of Omaba, The office was then
moved to the bullding &t the northesst corner of
Furne pnd Fourtesnth A lew yeurs later 1t was
moved Lo the storg room upder the Academy of

Musle, on Douglas streei, and here for @ year or
two John M, Kellom wus postmaster, In 1871
Joal T, Griffin was appointed apg postmaster, and
the office moved to the A. J. Slmpson bullding on
Fourteenth street Then Casper E. Yost became
postmaster and, following the example of his
predecessors, secured a removal of the office, this
time to a &tore room in the Crelghton block, on
Fiftesnth street,

The old postoffice bullding nt Fifteenth wnd
Dodge streets, now the Military Headguarters
bullding, which cost §300,000, was commenced (o
1870 and finiehed in 1574, In 1878 when the de
livery systeam was established, there weres but aix
carriers. Ip 18580, through the efforts of Benator
Manderson and Congressfan McBhane, a govern-
ment appropriation of $1,200,000, was secured for
the erection of a new postoffice bullding, the cost
of the site not to exceead §400,000, the old building
proving eutirely too emall for the growlng needs
In the spring of 1892 the contract for the basemant
was let and the work continued to completion, when
the bullding was occupled, and Iater enlarged to
Its present dimensions
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