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The Stolen Plans

CHAPTER X
Alona tn the dcorway before his rude
shack on the shore of the premontory wat
an old Msherman gasing out fixedly at
the harbor as though deeply concerned
over (he wealhor, which, as usual, wns
uinseasonabia
. Suddenly he started and would bhave
I disappeared into his hit but for the faat
that, althougrh he eould not himesif be
seen, be had already sesn the mtrudar,
It was & trooper from ¥Fort Dale. Me
Fulloped up and, as thought obeying to

the letter his lnstructions, deliberstely |

WM BuLeLve |
ARl |

and mades & prisooer |

Fiaine, disgulsed as a
tha entrance of Dal Mar's wirelows onve,

sontiment

At the lttle mliroad station, they wers
quite proud of the fact that at 'east two
| of the four haoks had boun replaced al-
| ready by taxicaba

1Ta extended his
On the ring fingsr was
hut

As he 4did wo the widow

own
hand
another ring net aimilar
took
the ring from her own flnger
pnd plaoed it on the litile fin
Ker of Del Mar
b exclaimed
titon of the wsign of
the ring had been carried out
The woman raised her thick
vell, disclosing the facs of—a man

It wan the snme faoe, alwo, that had
appeared In the photograph sent to the
ol fisherman by Woodward,
Awkwardly, thsa man searched in
front of his shirtwalsat, and dAraw forth a
pagrer  whic? in
hia ink
copy

Good!™

Every a

tha

el
It
of & goverament map,

Mar almoat selzod

tREOrness was a pon and

showing a

READIT H

jelft |«

nuffeur and we carried him Inte the

ity mn,
el

whao

Mar wna talkine with a person
Innked like a widow, when thay
ward our appraach up the walk carrying
the Infured man

2n engrosasd had
erning what
telned hiat,
widow had

they bhesnn In Ala-
tha stolen doecument ocon
ns we entarad, the
only times to drop her wvell

finally

and conceal her Identity as the Renegade
Smith. Del Mar still held the plan in his
hand

The walet and 1 entersd with Elaine

andd we placed the chauffeur on & couah
Il Mar's desk. I remember that
was this #trangs woman sl In

i, hoavily In the room at tha

neir
thera
il valled,

I think wa ought to telephome for a

| huge spit of sand in the ses before n.| doctor pald Waine, placing her handbag

harbor, Bandy Hook and Now York,
it were iIndicatad all the defenses,
positions of guns, everyihing
Together, Del Mar and BEmith bent over
It. whila the rensgads clork expinined
each mark on ths traltrous map. They

On | on the deak, and bxclted!y telling Do 5
|hr|

iap
had accidentally knooked the
man down,

“Call up my doctor, Hanry,"” sald Del
Mar, hastily thrusting the plan inte a

how wWe

book lying on the deak,

“And the first man that moves Is & daad
one!™
Bafors tha seorst agent knew it, both
he and Bmith were covered. The chauf-
feor took a step toward Bmith and un-
ceremoniously jJerked off the widow's
weeds, as wall as the wig.

ALl that very moment one of Del Mar's
men cames up to the secret pansl that
opanad from tha underground passage-
| way Into the llbrary. Mo was about to
open It when he heard a sound on the
other alde that startied him. He listoned

‘a moment, than alld It Just & short dis-
[ tanoe and looked In

Thers ho suw a chavffeur bolding up
Del Mar and 8mith, Having pulled the
Alaguire from Emith, he went next around
Del Mar and took his gun from his
pocicet, then passed his hand over the
folds of Emith's dress, but found
wanpon
them,

At that point the man quistly alid the
panel all the way opsn and silently
stepped into the room, behind the chauf-
four, Cautiously he began sneaking up
on him
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tangied in his unfamiliar gurmenta, shook
himmelf loose from the two others, and
made a rush at the door.

Del Mar paused long anough to pick up
the revolver from the floor, Instantly
he fired at the retreating form But the
chauffeur had passed out and banged ahut
tha door, Down the walk he sped and
out to the gats, Intoe his oar, the anglne
af which he had left running.

Hard after him came Lel Mar and the
rest, jolned now by Henry. tne valet

One shot waa lefy In ths chauffeur's re-|

volver and he blaxed away as he leaped
| Into the oar,

“He'sm got ma” groansd Bmith aa he
stumbled and fell forward,

On kept el Mar and the othars, Thl‘\'l

onnght up
sturting.

with thes car just as It was
Put the chauffeur knocked the

no gun from Del Mar's hand before he could |
He stepped back away from | get a good aim and fire, at ths same time |
,|bowling over the mam who had come

through the pansl.

Off the our went. now rapldly gaining
speed. Dol Mar had just thms to swing
on the rear of IL

Arcund the rapidly driven oar he
olimbed, hanging on for dear |ife, over
the mud guard and teward the running
board On wped the oar, swaying orasily
bgek and forth, Del Mar crouched eon
the running board and working his way
slowly and perilousiy to ths fromt seat.

The chauffeur felt the welght of some
one on that aide. Just as he tuwned to
mes what it was, Del Mar lsaped at him.
Btill holding the wheel, the chauffeur
fought him off with his free hand, Del
Mar holding on to some spare tires with
one hand, also, Handioapped by having
the steering whee! to manage, neverthe
less the chauffeur seemed qnite well
able to give a good account of himself

e

Bomehow, Flaine and I mast have been
hoodooced that day,

Weo had not bean gome five minttes
from Del Mar's after the socident to
the chauffeur, when we heard a mys

terlous knook In the engine

money felt good,

“All rght, bo," they agresd.
Thundering down the platform came
the afterncon train, & great event in the
town life

As the bagguge was belng tossed off,
the pashengers nlighted and the five
hadkmen awhribed al Lhen

“Kob, sir, kerridge Tuxi, lsdyi"
From the Puliman alighted a widow,
in deep mourning. As she got olf and
moved down Lha platform Il was appar-
ont that she walked with & pronounced
lmp.

Ay the end of the platform, the chauf-
fours were still calling, while the new-

st almost the same o Prof. Arnold uy
& “radio 'I"ug-ll.n discovered the |
w Elaine ﬂl-onnl]r neary
von sha s saved by Jameson,
. d and Mwhmum}
ood ng the wireless st
ton, but CHCRPON,
wiy to a desorted hotol In
the w recia making of a
waf #as buoinba, Elaine discovers
ar's at ';or‘h, c;wulan . but
R TN L wole. e litsr at-
incked the men retrent to the woods,
where IJ'lt '?n oom b, t“wur-s
oA 0 sutanant Woodl-
' After “.nrfﬁ'"”:i- Ith De! =S
i Wl w el
lml"l recalvet & package “What are yes geing ts del™ aaled Blaiue.
which ocon & now pesivitight gun
Fm an ahw-r friond, Fol'owed by | It was them, with soms surprise and
85 Aunt Josaphine ' a9 wa 15 | oy o Jintle apen Jealousy that they saw &
1 the ullu.lnun Elaine proves the mo- : ake 1 ad
. eumoy of NeW Weapon, “'hul wftep. | PO taxicab drive up and take ite mta
Y mmu(bﬂ‘m Jameson, | by the platform,
] ne ' m aced amonyg "
the ks B e mEiDel Mar's Wen for it tne chauffeur, transformed from the
keeplng. They decide to take it te | lohely flwhermun, had sxpscted a cordial
muuntn‘ﬂmm. who, after loak-| reception, he might belter have stayed
| ing it over, a1 them t;ohﬁnr. Amol's | batore Lis hut, for the glances tho.om.r
SERE the Fao OV | drivers gave him were as black and
1 R
mr:‘hl?:t:‘ ‘:“2“ E::.:M m:_-':::"' :':l’; loworing us the ciouds bo had beon look-
gw reach the ';:r'-! mf-ly | Ing at
g | LI Mar bay with &l 396 new chauffour got off his peat. In-
: y ht "'";. :“‘ on ?:",';::'.1"'" | stond of trying to bmaon it out, he walked
$ =l ArnolA and his sarty have sacupsd | 0VEr Lo the others, who were standing In
3 bz.' v directy “lll:';“ Ay ane ¢ la group walting for the appronshing train
3 ;m-m"“"‘-m""“‘.u.‘“w“.. S DT L whoss whistie had aiready wouded
B she asatui T j t o r
g " ﬂ::'l:-'.n e?ﬂt""? . " LI\ {nml mn“-":E h': lu.ndn. tnmlo-cn;ow:a. mu’.uut
1 menta Hors Dal Mar fa tn 0tina Wik - !
T Arvine on ome af Ve puwne Fiaina e M!l' as he apoke, =
2 oulekly avernowered, placad In wn Auto, Leave sny fere | claim to me." he ad-
S pnA Aviven to n Mot (0 the wonds, whers | ded, passing a bl of & good denomination
i. e h"t'l:ula nnanﬂlnm' 'r:o Mele =41 4 each of the four jolius
S, i P o A her eatiiovs | ggey looked at him curlously, But
Ll fres aars Y 2
3 y.,.“' l';:':iw peAdia :'u.": ...;.r::r.».:' wist business of thelrs was it The

wors too oocoupled to see a faca flat-
tened aguinst the pans of a window
nearby,

The chaffeur had no intention of re-
malning inactive outside while he knew
that something that Interceted him was
tranapiring Inside. He had crept up
by the side of Lha house to the window.
But he could see little and hear nothing.

A momsnt he struined every seniss
It was no use. He must devise some
other way., How ocould he get st that
room? Blowly he returned to his car,
thinking 1t over. There he stood for a
momaent revolving ln his mind what to

eomer looked over the crowd hastily.
Buddenly he caughi sight of the face of
ths widow, He stepped forward, as she

dropped an envelope ot the feot of the | approsched. The othars hald Laok o

fisherman, Then, without a word, he
galioped awsy agaln

The flsherman pleked up the envelope
and opened it quichly. Inside was & phoe

fogreph snd a nots, He read:
ORT

i 4 L » but
has » ow-{ of the mdy
y t la belleved Le is
. He walkks with n slight

him,

r

&Au? WOODWARD,
Por a long tine the fishennan

Byt It wos no longer the aged dls- Del Mar was still sitting, Winkiog, hlim'
@ of Txase Walton, He was mow » “‘f‘:’“"" o L tred As we passad the driver, apparently not |
: v, bearded and gogEied. r. Lel MarT™ ate Inqu . secing us stepped out and, befors we
18 $a Niwnry of his tungaiow, Del Mag | The voloe was not exactiy soft, andl .0 o0 ou
| wes pectar U and Gown, bow and then D¢} Mar eyed hor suspiclously. Wl ln W steoned mnd ran back.

. i 0 Rimself, as rthough mllh:l tho"p-mn hagribooted. oF & Nﬁl-li- There Ma lay on the rosad, ssemingly
over his mind stray recollections Tes," he “"'““?* suardedly, “1 am| o oonsedons.  Wo iRed him up and 1
some of his most cherished plans | Del Mar. And you? iooked toward Del Mars house

| mlsearTying. I The widow, too, evidently wishad 10| “geip! | shouted al the top of my | to himself
| “ the whole, he had nothing fo| maks no mistake. As she spoke. she | yoice
E Por, & moment later the ' ralsed Ber Lhand. By that simple actlon| The valet came to the door,

valst mith & telegram for which #ha dlaplayed a curfous and consplets| Hearing me, the valet ran out down Me

had evidently been walting. Del Mar oie ssal riag oo her floger. It was the  wall, Al

thersy were Ing Lilm yet

they had agreed and paid no atiwntion
It was llke forcing a card

s held the door open and she antered
the oab, unsuspecting, “Mr Del Mar's"
she directed, simply,

As the new taxicab driver cranked his
engine and ollmbed inte Lhe asal, he was

do. He looked up the road An Idea

came to him., There he saw a litle run-
about appreoaching rapldiy
Quickly he weni arcund to the fromt of

he btent over and pretended to be tin-
kering with his engine

As the car waa about to pass he da-
lveratoly stopped back, apparently not
seaing the runabout, and was struck and
knocked down

eareful to let no aotion of his however

felt at the working of his scheine.
He pulled away from the station, On

(stnmll, betray the intense satisfaction he

The runabout stopped. the emergoncy
| brakes hiting hard.
i = " & 8
|

Elaine had asked me to go shopping In

through the pretly ocountry roads the |, village with her that afterncon. While

chauffeur drove the heavily velied widow , wqited for her In her little car, she

AL thae gate he stopped and ran around

; wialahed bher clomely,

admdtted her,

of the ring for which Del Mar had

apgreared i
.- I.h.ﬁllﬂyu“ the photograph unmi:::ln:'llﬂ they came to Del Mar's ..ns down at last, carrying a little
tmplanted In his mem- A
as system such am that
Bortllon and his clever to open the door (o wasist his fare to |y, sunny.
or =poken ploture, for | slight
“Walt for ma™ she sald, without pay-
“1 shall wot be long and [
M’::lu :::": l:mb.l ::“;“\";:.-“YL"‘_;’_'_' station 10| ..y o taxivab standing in front of the
and ontered hut. | h & +
Ax she limped up the gravel walk, he
Bhe wenl o Lhe
door and sanyg the bell, and tho rllﬂ[

| handbag. We drove off a moment later.
It was a delightful ride, not too warmn,

Without realizing It, we

| found ourselves on the rond Lhat Jed past

[ Dol Mars.

| As wo approached 1| saw that thers

gule
'| wan
gine.
"Lat's not stop."” sald Niaine who had
by this time & pecliar aversion o the

The hood was lifted and the driver
appurantly tinkering with hip en-

right™
there In & minute™

he cried,

Wik his belp T picked up the taxicab 1‘1-1 o, the chaulfleur leaped to his feot |

IS car and lifted up the hood, Then |

We gathered about the man, trying U
revive him.

“Hauve you a Ittle stimulant™ 1 asked,
urning from him.

el Mar moved towand a cellaretts bullt
nto the wall, Wa wore all watching him.
olr bucks to the chautfeur, when msud-
denly he must have regalned oONSCIOWS-
posg very much Like & flash his hand
whot out. He selzed the plan from be-
tween the leaves of the book. He had
pot time to got away with it himself.
Perhaps he might b searched. He op d

Pathe Players.
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and drew a gun. “Hands upd™ he shouted, & chalr, the chauffeur lald Bmith, «n—' "“Here, 1at mée powder your nose, Wal-

ter,” she orled, undlsmayed at our
trouble, gayly opening her bag *“Well-—
of all things—what'a this, and where did
it eome {rom®™

I turnod from the engine and Jooked
She wns hoiding some kind of plan or
document in her hand. In blank surpriso
she examined It It looked like a fort
or & soriss of fortm DBut | was sure at o
#glance that it was not Fort Dale

"What do you think It 1s, Walter?*
the askad, handing It to me.

I took It and examined it ocarefully
Invradible ae It seemed, 1 figured out
quickly that It must be nothing short of
A plan of the naw defenses at Bandy
| Hoole,

. "I don't know what 1t all means,”™ 1
|l|\|=1_ “But I do know that we won't get
any dinner (1] I get this engine running
again."

| I fell to work again, sager to get away
| with our dangerous prise, Elaine now and
then advising me. Mnally I turnsd the
sngine over, For & wonder it mn
smoothly. “Well, that's all right, at last,"
1 sighed, wiping the grease off my hands
on & plsce of waste,

-'w'n.v- the matter now?™ exclaimed
Hiaine, turning quickly and looking up
the road along which we had just coma,

There, lurching along at full speed was
& oar, Tao men were actually fghting
on the front of It, regurdisss of speed and
safoty. As It neered us, 1 saw that it was
the taxicab that had been standing before
Del Mars. I looked jloesr at It. To my
uiler amasement, who shouwld be driving
but ths very chauffeur whom we had
left at De) Mars only a few minutes be.
fore, apparsntly unconsclous, He could
not have bean hurt very badly, for he
was not only able to drive, but waa fight-
ing off a man olinging on the romning
board.

On rushed the carn, directly at us, Just

mummon &ll his strength, He struck a
powerful blow at the man, recollsd and
stralghtensd out his ear just In time. The
man fell, Uterally at our feot

It was Del Mar himself!

On asped the taxioab. Bruised though
he must have been by the fall, Del Mar
nevertheloss ralsed himeslf by the albow
and fired every acliamber of his revolver
am fost as he could pump the bullets,

I must eay that I admired the man's
pluck. Elalne and I hurried over to him.
I still had In my hand the quear paper
which she had found so strangely In her
handbag, :

"Why, what's all this about?™ I aske!
eagerly.

Befors I oould rulse him up, Del Mar
had regnined his feet.

"Just a plain crook, who attacked me,"
he muttered, brusbiug off his clothes (.
cover up the quick wecogmition of what

As he 414 so, Del Mar and Bmith
watched, fascinated. Bomehow  thelr
fuces must have betrayed that something
was wrong. For, as the newcomar leaped
at him, the ohauffeur turned suddenly
and fired. The shot wounded the man

It was a slgnal for a free-for-all fight,
Dol Mar and Smith leaped at the Intruder, |
Over and over they rolled, breaking tur- |
niture, overturning and mmashing brio-
a-brae,

Del Mar's revolver was knocksd out of
the chauffeur's hand. With a blow of

I'I'hon wis oo fake about this

“More engine trouble,” I
sighed *“Pull up along the roady
and I'll pee If F can fix IL"

We stopped and both got out. U

trouble o rabout the dirt and
§Tease 1 mocquired on my hands
and face, tinkering with that
motor, For, regardiess of my
thunncuiate MNannels. [ had
set to work, A huge spot of
Eroass spattered on me. Elalne -’
lsughed outright. b A

L
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woetallie clich followed the lisdlng flash.

Elaine's bag and thrust it in.

The valet by this time had finished tele-
phoulog and spoke to Del Mar.

“The doctor will be here abortly, Miss
Dodge” sald Del Mar, “You peed not
walt, If you don't care to, I'll take care
of him*

“(3h, thank you—ever so much’ sha
murmured, *“Of course it wasn't our
fault, but 1 feel sorry for the poor Tei
jow. Tell the doctor to send me the bilL"

She and De! Mar shook hands. 1 thought
he held her hand perbaps a lititle longer

and & little tighter Lhan usual. AS sy
rate Elaine secined to think so,

“Why, what & curious ring. Mn Del
Mar, she sald, finally relomsing her ewn
band fram his grasp.

Then she looked quickly at the weman,
half joking, ma If the ring had something
to do with the strange woman, BShe

shook his head and laughed easlly,
Then Elsine pleked up her bag and w
woent out. A moment later wo had climbe

back into the car and wers off agaln
en

Having left ua at the door, Del Ma
bursied back Lo the Ubrary, He wen
siraight to the desk and pleked up the
| book, sager now to make sure of the
eafety of the plan,

It was gone

“Did you, Smith—" he began hastlly

we had knecked him I!h.-n ohocked himself, knowing that the

| clerk had not taken the pian.

Del Mar walked over to the couch and
looking at the ahauf-
wotider who ha 18" he sald

"1 den't recall sver seclng
| Blga st the station or in the village*

] “The deuce!™

| He leaned over closer
he excialmed, “‘that's a fake beard the

stood & momont
feur "1

*“'N be | fellow has on™

Dwl Mar made a lunge for It As ha

looked back at the ring, Del Mar smiled, |
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