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Mrs. Marlin

“ ING FOR A DAY" was never in it with
“Mr, Sampson of Omaha.” You re-
member the tremendous hit which

was made by Archibald Clavering

Gunther's novel, called '"Mr, Barnes

of New York,” which had such a best-seller run as
to lead to a follow-up called ""Mr, Potter of Texas?"
There were so many “'Mr. Somebody's of Some-
where' in. those days that it became absolutely
* necessary to put a man on the literary highway to

fame carrylng an Omaha tag on hias suitcase, That

“Somebody of Bomewhere” was ohristened “Mr.
Sampson of Omaha,” and instead of a hero of a
novel, he meade his debut in the principal role of a
cumic opera, a made-ln-Omaha, produced-in-Omaha
by Omaha talent comic opera at that. The story
of "Mr, Sampson of Omaha' is recalled by the death
ten days ago of Nat M. Brigham, who oreated the
character and sang the part when this famous
musical show was put on in Omaha for a run of
four performanoces in June, 1888,

But first let us get the plot underlying the
words and music of the play. It was s thriller of
the thrilling kind, combining love and businses,
musie and adventure, fun and frolle. Just trans-
port yourself in imagination to a comfortable seat
in Boyd's old opera houge, that stood at the north-
east corner of Fifteenth and Farnam, until it was
hurned down, and foous your eyes on the stage.

The scene is laid In Bulgaria. The king by
prodigality has been brought to the vprge of ruin.
He |s harassed constantly by creditors, among them
Teresa, a bad debt collector with whom he falls
in love, and who tenderly loves him, but who re-
fuses him, because as his flances, she would be
inclined to treat his indebtedness with a lenlency
that would amount to &n injustice with her employ-
ers. The prime minister {s himself ambitious to wear
the crown. A poesible solution of the kingdom's
diffioultities is suggested by the entrance of
Margaret, the beautiful daughter of the prime min-
ister, who has been reading Bir Walter Bcott's
‘Ivanho#,” and cherishes the wish to have a tourna-
ment. This wish she imparts to the king, who at
first discourages her, but finally concelves the
scheme of offering her at a public tournament to
the one who can show him the road to wealth, Of
course, the prime minister objects strenuously, hav-
ing already promised Margaret to a wealthy Bul-
gurian, but threatened with the public executios=,
he relants.

The tournament Is duly arranged, and after
several indifferent get-rich-quick schemes have been

From Omaha or Omahay

Prime Minister:
This gentleman from Omaha
From Omaha or Omahay
Proposes, as you all have heard
To bear the tourney's prize away.
The king is pleased to think him quits
The knight that he was looking for,
Although for me 1 here may say
All foreigners 1 do abhor.

Kind friends, I'm loyal to our klng,
But if at any time the crown
From that great head you choose to take,
I know an able man in town
Who loves his country as himseif,
And who, if he were acting king,
Would ne'ser a tourney’'s prise confer
Upon a loathsome foreign thing’

# "Tis not for me to mention names,
“Tis not for me this relgn to queer,
But were 1 called to show the man,
I'd plainly answer, I am here."
Farewell, oh jousters, you may go
Unto your happy homes away—
The prize bas gone to Omaha
Or Omaba or Omahay,
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OAST OF CHARACTERS

Mr. Bampeon ..:..csq.Mr. Nat M, Brigham
King of Bulgaria .........Mr. B, B. Young
Prime Minister...,.Mr. Henry D. Estabrook
Public Executioner.....Mr. Charlas L, Deuel
Court Crier ......ceu.+.-Mr. W. B, Downing
Margaret (daughter of prime minister)....
Mrs. Martin Cahn
Teresn (a oollector of debta) . . . ...........
Mrs. H., D. Estabrook
Helonf: .ss..04ss44.:-Miss Bertha Bayliss
Messenger Boy..........Mles Eva Coodall
Btage manager, Mr. W. R. Goodall
Conductor, Mr. Martin Cahn.
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CHORUS,
Sopranos and Altos—

Misnos: Misses:
Kate M. Ball May Dundy
Anna L. Bishop Luna Dundy
Rose H. Brady Ruth Kimbali

Mellona Butterfield
Helen Copeland
Nellle M. Corby
Edith H. Crandall
Pauline L, Dewitt Julla Knight

Mre. Wm, A, Redick Nettle E. Totman

Mre, G. M, Hitoaheoek Mra, D, H. Wheeler, ir.

Tenors and Bassos—

Messra: ;
Edwin D. Arnold
Joseph ¥, Barton
Harry V. Berkeley
Revel France Richard J. Wherry
Charles A. Harvey D. H. Wheasler, ir.
George W. Holbrook A, J. VanKuren

THR BCENES,
Aot I—King's Palace.
Act IN—Tent arranged with
tournament.
Aot Ill-——Garden in rear of Royal Palace,

Florence Kimball
L‘I'n!re Rustin

Mary Lake

Minnie D, Rheinhardt

Messrs:
Orville C. Holmes
James H., Merrlam
Willlam Peacook

spectators for

advanesd by ths native knights, “Mr, Sampson of
Omaha' suddenly blows In. Mr, Bampson is a
speculator on the Omahe Board of Trade who has
besn unfortunate in his ventures, Even while
travellng in Bulgaria he Ias followed by telegrams
from his Omaba house announcing that the grain
market on which he has béen bhuying for & rise, 1s
copstantly golng down. Previous to the tourns-
ment he has met Margaret by chance while wan-
dering in the palace, and when he sees her at the
joust, the feeling of tenderness which be had con-
celved for her becomes Intensitied. After learning
the terms and oconditions of the contest, and re-
ceiving an excesdingly pressing notice from his
brokers demanding margines on his grain purchases,
it occurs to him In & sudden Inspiration that by
inducing the king of Bulgaria to declare war he
can make the price of graln soar in the markets
of the world (ineluding Omaha, U. 8. A.,) and by
renewed buying while a general Buropean compli-
cation Is threatened, reallze a sufficient profit te
patiafy the king and make Mr. Bampson & wmilllon-
aire, to say nothing of securing at the same times
the hand of the beautiful girl who had enraptured
him,

The king readily falls in with the plan, war
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“LOVE RULES THE WORLD."

Slow Walts moverment.
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ia declared, and the financial result is everything
that Mr. SBampson had expected. When the sem-
biance of battle had been malntalned a suflficient
length of time, Mr. Bampson directs the king to
proclaim peace, at the same moment telegraphing
lils Omaha brokers to sell short for a decline, with
the result of glving him as great s profit as o bear
os he had secured as o bull. The fortunes of the
king and Teresa naturally hang on the fate of Mr
Sumpson, Terrified by the danger which she {m-
agines will surround the king, Teresa beseechos
him not to go to war, and when he afterwards pre-
ares to take the fleld In person, she altemply to
dostroy the bill which she had been trylng to col-
lect from him, and which represents the barrier
between them and the consummation of thelr love.
From this rashness, however, she s saved by Mr.
Pampeson, who receives a timely telegram from
Omaba announcing the brilliant financial success
cf bis Bulgarian war. The portrayal ands with the
lHguidation of tha debt, the engagement of the royal
perdonage and Teresun the engagement of the royal
of Mr. Bampeon and his bride, Margaret, whose
hand bhe had won by hia shrewdness and enter-
prise,

Preparation for the production had absorbed
the Interest of local soclely, whose most brilliant
rmambers were {n the cast or chorusas, for woaks
and months, The malostay of the organization was
the old Apollo club, of which B, B, Young was
ot that time the conductor, and he took charge
of the staging of “Mr. Sampson,” in addition to
klmself playing the role of king. His wife, known
a3 Madame Mazzucato Young, bhad written the
niusie the words helog supplied by Fred Nye, one of
the editors of the old Omaha Hepublican, the two
catch melodies being ““This Mornlng 1 Found a
Bulgarian Pln" and a slow waltz, “Love Rules the
World.”

It was a large and brilllant assemblage at-
tracted to the first night's rendition, looking for-
ward to & rare musical treat, and without disap-
polntment, and the contemporansous report by The
Nee's musical eritic was lavish In commendation,

“Mrs. Martln Cahn as 'Margaret’ had a splendid
opportunity te display her wonderful musical and
dramatic tnlent, and the manner lnp which she ae-
guitted berself was simply supertb. Mrs. Caho Is
gifted with a splendid volee, cultivated In the
highest degree, and her efforts were satisfactory
in the extreme. While she sang in her wonderfully
rweet voics, ‘Ob Lot Me Siog the Days of 0Old,' the
audience sat In their seats spellbound, and as the
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lnst notes died away s momentary hush fell over
the vast assemblage, which a few moments lster
turned Into a perfect storm of applause, continu-

lng until she agein responded. Mrs. Henry D,
Fetabrook as ‘Teresa,’ desperately in love with the
king, richly merited the frequent approvil bestowed

vr: her. Her offorts were warmly appreciated, es-
pecially the dramatie ability which she displayed,
While the construction of the plece did not adnmitg of

AMisns Berthas Bayliss flguring as extensively as de-
sirad, she, too, wae a great favorite and rendered
bher part with perfect facllity. Nat Brigham, im-
forsonating ‘Mr, Sampson’ ls stupendous, and rep-
resents the average Omaban abroad to a dot, with
possibly one slight exception, that he is possibly
slow as & lover, but po doubt he will improve o
this reapect, Nat Is a singer, and his rendition of
tho selections nssigned to him were more than
pleasing. Mr. Young as the kiog mede an |deal
monarch, espacially po when the position |n whish
he is pluced (over head snd ears In debt) is eon-
midered. Mr. Estabrook Is an excellent prime min-
ister, while Charles L. Deuel as the '‘Public Execu-
tloner' keeps the sudlence in a roar of laughter
hy hig odditles. The chorus is sspecially good, and
i'1d excellent work. The entire performance passed
off without a siogle hiteh, tending to show with
what palustaking care thoss participating had been
trained."

S0 high did local enthusiasm run that there was
talk itmmediately of sending a company with the
cpereiia out on the road to let the peopls Iln other
cltles enjot It, Lo say nothing of the advertisemont
CGmaha would derive. Mores sober judgment, how-
ever, concluded that the setting was too much
localized, and would have to be considerably
changed before It would appeal to amusement goers
elpewhere, Another performance, bhowever, wWas
given the following spring while the *“Bostonians”
were here, in order that the heads of that great
musioal organization could see and hear it with &
view to adding It to the repertoire, Btil]l later ""Mr.
Fampson' was repeated out at Balt Lake Clty with
Nat Brigham and Charlie Deuel In their original
characters, but with the other roles and choruses
loeally supplied. Brigham afterwards localed in
Bult Lake City, where he was prominent |n business
god polities, and by appointment of President
( levéland became United States marshal for the
District of Utah, 8till later he guve song and lee-
ture recitals st chautauguas and entsrtalnmaent
courses, and was engaged In this vocation at the
time of his death. He was & blg, magnificently
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The original Mr.Sampsen’
from a recent pholograph.

wolt, hnpdsome man, an athlete as well as a slngor.
A1l those who knew him (nalsted that the character
of “Mr. Sampgon of Omaba” fitted him almost as
woll ns ho fitted Into that character,

“1 belleve my sequaintance with Nat Brigham
dntes back further than that of anyone else In
Gmaha,'* sAys Hal MeCord,  “He and | were class-
nutes at Wxetor academy in' 84 npdr 1876, He
wnn & Massachusetlg hoy, born near Natle. 1 came
nome after my course there, while he went on to
Harvard ahd graduated about 1880, turning up In
Omaba ‘g fow years luler, where we got together
agaln, He was a Jolly good happy-go-lucky fellow.
I remember him in the role of ‘Mr, Bampson of
Omaha' very well, He wus the star of the per-
formance, and it was g star performance.”

It Is remarkable that of the principals in the
“Mr, Bampson of Omaba' cast Mr, Charles L. Deuel
awlone Is still here, and active in business circles,
although he hus renounced the lure of the musical
arena in whigh he used to figure. Mrs, Martin
Cahn g residing In Chicago, to which city she re-
moved with her family in the '80's. At last ae-
counts Mr. B. B. Young was striking high notes as
a Ohristlan Sclence lecturer, One of Mr, Young's
glven names was "Brigham,'” and he was supposed
to be in_pomie way conpected with the famous head
of the Mormon hierachy, Brigham Young, and'
some of the fandiful admirers of both Mr. Young|
and Mr. Brigham used to [nsist there was a rela-
tionshilp between the two, which, however, waa|
never established beyond the similarity of thal
pames. The Estabrooks are heard from period-|
feally from New York, where Mr. Estabrook sl

practicing law between after-dinner orations and
ocoasional visits with his ostimable wife to rela-
tiven and old-time friends here, Mr. Fred Nye,,
the word-artist of the operetta, became later the!
naws edltor of the New York World, and was accl-'
dentally killed a few years ago In 8 Brooklyn street’
car mishap,

Beware the Crafty Man

Terean:
Bewore the crafty man
From distant Omaha
Who bids you, noble king,
Unleash the dogs of war!
His motives are not pure,
With gulle his heart in filled,
He wants to lead you forth
To battle to be killed.

Margaret:
Oh, Hst, your majesty,
The voloe of wisdom true!
If you his coundd] scorn
The deed you'll gpurely rusl
He comes from out the weost
Like lovely Lochinvar—
He knoweth what la best—
This man from Omaha.

Bampson:
Your Majesty, I pray
Permit ms to obsarve
That you'll declare this war
If you've a kingly nerve. >
Your death you need not fear——
Nor e'en a loss of health—
‘Twill be amusoment fine,
And bring a pile of wealth.

Terasa:
I plead you by my love that eriea,
Do net my tender prayers despisel

Muargaret:
And by my love I do adjure
That you this fortune do seoure,
Your fate and mine hang on e wosd—
Ob, lst the volce of was be heaxdl |
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