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“Craig Kennedy" Stories

“Charméd, U'm sure,” he agréed grace- |
fully |

For several minutss wa chatted, plan |
ning, then he withdrew "I shall .mr-'l
you on the way (o the club,” he prom.
{andd |

It waan not long bofore Elalne WaN
ready, anid from the stabis & groom led
three of the best trained cross-sountry
hordes In the nelghborhood, for old Tay-
lor Dodge, Elnlng's father, had been pas-
slonately fond of hunting, aa had been
both Elalne and Aunt Josephine

We met on the porch and a few min-
utes later mounted and cantered away.
On the road Del Mar joined us and we
mulloped along to the Hunt club, careful,
however, to save tha horses as much
ap posribla for the daah over the fields
For some time the uncouth tramp con-
tinuad gasing fixedly out of the bushes
At tha deserted hotel

Buddenly he heard a nolss and dropped
fiat on the ground, lpoking keanly about
Through the troes he could sea one of
Del Mar's men statloned on sentry duty
He wag leaning agninet a tree, on  the
alert

The tramp ross cautiously and moved
off In another direction to that in which
he had been making his way, endeavoring
to flank the sentry. Further along, how
ever, another of Del Mar's men was
standing In the same attentive manner
near & path that led from tha woods
As the tramp approsched, tha sentry
heard & erackle of the brush and atepped
foreard. Before the tramp knew it, he
wan covered by a rifle from the seniry
In An unexpected quarter

Anyone but the sentry, with half an
ays, might have seen that the fear he
showad was cleverly felgned. He threw
his hands above hia head even hefore he
was ordered and Wn goneral was the most
trastable captive imaginable, The sentry

g the same time Prof. Arnold by
n detective” haa discovered the
wiraless station. Elalne's discovery nearl

¥
hlﬂ."lm in saved by Jameaon:
ald . _Armo and  Licuteant
oodward In destroying the wircless

station, but Del Mar escapes.

Battle of the Gas Bombs

CHAPTER VIL
Off-a lonely whar! on & deserted part
of the const soms miles from the promon-
tory which atfforded Del Mar his secret
|Mm barbor, & ship was riding at
On the wharf & group of men, husky
Jdascars, were stralning thelr eyes at the
'myaterious oraft.
“Hera it comea,'’ muttered one of the
llu 'm.l
From the shlp a largs yawl had put aut,
Ap It appronched the wharf it could be
that It was loaded to the Funwales
., Il drew up close
the wharf and the mén fell to un
lifting up the boxes as though
they with feathérs (n-
stead of metal and explosives,
3

§

:

af tha lascara
“Supplién,” he®muitersd, moving back
up the buft, 1 wonder

was quite as
hat had once
held nothing

blew a whistle, whereat the other sentry
ran in.

“Whnt ahall we do with him?' asked
the captor,

"Mustor's ordérs 16 take anyone to the
rendosvous’” redponded the other flrmly,
“and lock him up'*

Together they foresd the tramp Lo

The huntsman
winded his horn
and mirthlul
shovuts af “'Gone
away!’ sounded
in imitation of
" resal hunt
The blast of the
hern, onoce
heard, s never
forgotten, thrill-
ing tha blood
and urging one om

The M. ¥. H. seemed to
be everywhere at once, re-
stralning thoss who ware
oo eager and saving the
hounds often from belng
ridden down o ythoske new
to the bhunt, who preased
them,

BElalne was one of Lhe
foremost Haor hunter was
ena carefully trained, and
she knew all the tricks of
the gama.

Homehow 1 got saparated,
At first, but, as 1 after
ward learnsd, by Intention,
for he dellbarately rode out
of tha course at the first
opportunity he had and lst
Elaine and the rest of ua
pass without sesing him.

Elaine's blood waa up,
but somehow, In ampite of
herself, she went astray,
for the houndas had dis
tanced the Meetest riders
and she, in an attempt =it
a short cut over tha couns
try which she thought saha
knew sa well, went & mile
or o out of the way

Hhe pulled up In a ravine
and looked about In-
tently she llstened. Thers
wns no sign of tha hunt.
She was hot and tired and

T ——
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thirsty and, at a loas Just

"v_

how to join the fMeld agnin,
she took this chance to
Alsmount and drink from
& clear stream fed by
mountaln springs.
An sha 414 po, floating over the peace. |

of tha huntsman's horn, far, far off
Bhe looked about, straining her ayes and
ears to ealch the dlrection of sound.

of the homn.
without walting he
off, leaving her. Elaine called and ran
after him, but It was too late, #he
stopped  and looked dejectedly un  he

instantly galloped |

march double quick toward the old hotel
One gontry dropped back at the door and
the other drove the tramp befors him
inta the hotel, avelding the big room on
tha slde where the men were at work and
foréing him upstiairs to the attic, which
had once been the servant's quarters,
There was no window in the room and
It was ampty, The only light came In
through & akylight In the roof,

The sentry thrust the tramp into this
room. It was locked. At the polnt of hia
Fun the sentry frisked the tramp for
woapona, but found none. As he did so
the tramp trembled mightlly, But neo
sooner had the sentry gone
tramp smiled quistly to himself. He tried
both doora. They were locked. Then he
looked nt the skylight and meditated.
Down beiow, although he did not know
it, In the bare dining mom which had
bean Arranged Into a msort of chemioal
Iaboratory, Del Mar' a men were en-
soaged In manufacturing gas bombs much
ke thoss used in ithe war In Burope.
Befors thém was & formidable array of
botties and retorts. The ocontainers for
the bombs wore large and very brittle
globes of hard rubbar. As the men made
e gas and foarced It under tremandous
presaure Into tubes, they protected thean-
selves by woaring gagies for the eyes
and large maaks of cloth and saturated
ocotton over thelr mouths and noses,
Batiafled with the safety of his captive,
the sentry made his way downstairs and
out sgain to report to Del Mar

At the bungalow, Dol Mar's valet was
setting his library in order when he heard
& dlgnal In the seorst passage. He
preased the button on the deak and cpened
the panel. From it the seniry entered.
“Where Is Mr. Del Mar®™ be asked
hurriedly, looking around. “Wa've been
followed (o the headquartars by a tramp

m b ot S e - whorg I've captured, and 1 domn't know
' there.” ordered Mar, | Whal to do with him."”

“Put Mm of ihe N.M “He t» not here” answered the wvalet
b | Degin work. I shall be back Ho has gono to the Country olub.
a ‘Confound i, returned the asentry,

And s Be Gid o, two men | YOX® at the enforced wuate of tims,
_lﬂﬂ & corner nearby and | Do You think you cam reach him?"

another path up the
mads his way
line taken by the wmen.
& paused at the top of the biuff, where
e bushes overhung and parted them.

“If 1 hurry, T may.” nodded the yalet
“Then do #0,” directed the sentry.

He moved Dback Inte the panel and
dlsappeared, whils the valet closed it. A
momant Iater he. tos, picked up his hai
And hurried out

At the Wilkeahire club a large num-
ber of hunters had arrived for the Imita-

Mar and myseif rode up and
pleass the “younger set™ The master of
splendid pack of hounds was held b
the huntaman,
A paper chase or o try & drag out
tarly.” commentsd Dol Mar.

ean bardly walt uati

up to s Summer. Bo we have paper chases
e bowed. and drag hunts as soon as possible
he offered and The ohase waa Just about to atart,
when the valot came up. Del Mar canght
sha orfed | hin eyes and excused himself to us What
to me. ' | hé sald, we could net hear, but Del Mar
Country | frowned, nodded snd Alamissed him.
Dodge and | Just then the horn sounded and we
chase this

heautiful country 1 have ever scan

than the |

tion meot. Elalne, Aunt J ine, Del |
- were | 18Ken Del Mar's horss came from be-
Krested by them as we came mainly to | Pind the bullding, cutting off her re-

fox hounds assembled us. Off a bit, a (™0 a0 out,
while they debated to hol.: lin his gogwles snd broathing maak, was
“You stakt your croas-country riding
-.r“‘o. IM‘M M qu e wo

allumn and the

weather & so fine and cool we feel |
that we ought to get inte irim during the | seried ballway of the ho

went off, dashing across the romd Into a
flald in full chase after the hounds, tak-
ing the fences and seliling down to &
#ood hall hour's reuning over the most

The hounds bad struck the trall, which

disappeared. Then ahe made her way
up the side of the ravine, slowly

| On she climbed, until, to her surprise,
she came to the rulne of an old hotel. She
ramembered, asn a ohild, when it had
been famous ns a health resort, but I
| was all changed now—a wreek. She
|lohlrnd at it a moment, than, as she
| had nothing better to do, approached It
| Bhe advanced toward a window of the
| dining room and looked In.

Dél Mar walted only until tha Inst
1!"‘!2(1“ had passed. Then he dashed of[
\u fast as his horse would carry him
| miraight toward the deserted hotel which
for the
supplies he was ncoumulating. As he rode
up, one of his sentries appeared, as If
from nowhere, and, seelng who It was,
saluted.

“"Here, take care of this horse,” ordersd |
Del Mar, dlsmounting and turning the |
animal over to the man, who led him to
the rear of the bullding, as Del Mar |
| entered the front door, after giving a
secret signal,

There were his men In goggles and
masks at the work, which his knock had
Intarrupted,

“Give me & mask befors 1 enter lhs!
room,"” he ordered of the man who had |
answered his slgnal 1

The man handed the mask and gogglos
to him, as well as a coat, which he put
on quickly, Thens he entered the room
and looked at the rapld progreass of the
work.

"Where's the prisoner?’ asked Del Mar
& moment later, satisfled at the progress
of his men,

“In the attle room." one of his Hau-!
tenants Indicated,

“I'd lke to take a look st him.” added
Del Mar, just about to turn and leave |
the room. '

As he did so, he happened to glance at
one of the windows. There, pesring
through the broken ahutlers, was & face
—4 girl's face—Elaine!

“Just what I wanied guarded agalnst,'
he eried angrily, polnting at the window
| “Now-—get her!™

The men had sprung up at his alarm. |
They could sll see hér and with one ac-
cord dashed for the door, Hlalne sprang
hack and they ran as they saw that she

|#arved him as  headquarters

waa warned. In gonuine fear she too
ran from tha window. Bul It was teo
¢ lnte,

For Just then the sentry whd had

itroat. He selsed her Just as the other
1 Elalne stared. S8he could
{make nothing of them. Even Dol Mar,

unreccgnl sable,

“Take her inaide/’ he ordered, dimguly-
ing his volce Then o the seniry he
added, “Get on guard agaln and don't
| let anyone through."

Ealne was hustied IQ{: the big de-
L, just &8 the
tramp had been,

“You may g0 back to worl' Del Mar
slgmad to the other men. who weat on,
lsaving one short but athletic losking
feliow with Del Mar and Elaine. i

“Lock her up, Bhorty,” ordered Dol Mar,
“and bring ithe other prisonsr 0 mo
down here™

Nong tos gently the man forced ¥ialne
upstairs abhead of him.

ful woodland alr cams the falnt stralos | switily

Just then her horse caught ths winding | the door to Elaine's room.
His ears went ereclt and | Over to
sleen,

| hack,

o SERET, ESPEE » ¢

naled (Pod mear, satisflod with the progress of his maem

"Where's the prisemer T~

There was just time enough for the
L s wappronch He ran

utid moftly over to the further
corner and dropped down as if sound
aaleep, The key turned in the lock and
the small man entered, careful to lock

He moved

whore the tramp was felgning

“Giet up,” he growled, Kicking him.
The tramp sat up, yawning and rub-

bing bis eyen “"Come now, he reasonabie,*
domanded

the muan. "Follow me."”
He wstarted toward the door into the

hull, He never peached (t. Searcely was

hia hand on the knob when the tramp|
selzed Bim and dragged him to the floor. |
One hand on the man's throat and his |

knees on his chest, the tramp tore off

the breathing mask and goggles Al
rendly e had the man trussed up and
Eageed

Quickiy the tramp nﬁdrunﬂ the man

and left him In his underclothes, atlll|
strugkling to get loose, a8 he took
Bhorty's clothes, Including the strange
hendgear, and unlocked the door Into

the next room with the key he also touk
from him,

Hlalne was pacing anxiously up and
down the little room Into which she had
bean thrown, greatly [frightened.

Buddenly the door through which her
captor had left opensdd hurriedly agsin.
A most disreputable looking tramp en-

tered and locked the door again. Elaine
gtarted back in fear.

He miotioned to her to be qulet  “You'll
never gelt out alive,” ha whispered,

mpeaking rapidly and thickly, as though
to disgulse his volea, “"Hers—take thess
clothes. Do Just as I say. Put them on.
Put on the mask and goggles. Cover up
your hair. It Is your only chance.'

Heo lald the clothes down and went out
into the hallway., Outside he llstened
carafully at the head of the stalrs and
looked about, expooting momentarily to
be discovered.

Fialne understood only that suddenly
a friend In need had appeared. She
changed her clothes quickly, finding for-
tunately that they fitted her pretty well
By pulling Lthe hat over her halr and the
goggler over the eyes and tying on the
bruthlu mask, phe made a very pré-
sentable man

Cautlowely she pushed open the Adecor
Inte the hallamy. There was the tramp.
“What shall 1 doT" she aghed

“Don't alk,” he whispared oclose to
her ear. “Go out--and if you mest any-
one, Just salute and walk past*

“Yeb—-yes, | understand.” ahe nodded
“and--thank you.'

He gave her no time to may more, even
If it had been safe, but turmed and locked
the door of her room.

Trying to keep the old sialrway from
creaking and betraying her, she went
down, Ehe managed to reach the lower
hallway without seeing anybody or being
discovered. Quistly she went to the docor
and out. Bhe had not gone far when she
met an armaed man, the sentry, who had
been concealed In the shrubbery.

“Who goes thore?” he challenged.

Blalne dld not betray herself by apeak-
Ing. but merely saluted and passed oh' as
fakt am she could without exciting fur
ther suaplolon. Noaplussed, the man
turned and watched her curlously ae ehe
moved away down the path.

“"Where's he golngT™ the sentry mut
tored, still staring.

Elalne in her cagerneas was not look.
Ing as carefully where she was golng

Buddenly

branch of a tree caught ber hat and be-

fore she knsw It pulled It off her head

There was no concealing her galden halr

now, '
“Btop!™ shouled {he sentry,

In the sttic, the tramp, pacing up sad

malrs and ebter the next room.
Quickly he ram to the doorway and

Elnlpe did not pause. but dived Into

' the bushies on the alde of the path, jus

down, heard footsteps approach on the | &% the mAn fired and ran forward, stili

shouting for hér 10 halt. #Hhe ran &

edge of a gorge. Down she went with a
rush, It wae unfortunate, dangerous,
but, after all, It was the only thing that
saved her, at least for the time, IHalf
falling, half sliding, scratching herself
and tearing her clothes, she descended.

The sentry ochecked himself Just in
time at the top of the gorge and leaned
as far over the edge as he dared. He
raised his gun again and fired Hut
Elnine’'s course was so hildden by the
troea and so zigeag that he missed ngain,
A moment he heaitated, and then started
and climbed down after Ner as fast as
ha ecould,

At the bottom of ths hill she ploked
herself up and dashad again Into the
woods, the séntry still after her and
gExining ngain.

At the same tima, we who were still
In the chase had circled about the coun-
try until we were very near where wa
started. Following the dogs over a rall
fonce, I drew -up suddenly, hearing a
poream,

There was Elalne, on foot. running as
iIf her life depended on It. I needed no
socond glance. Behind her was & man
with a rifls, almost overtaking her

As luck would have it, the mémentum
of the horse carried me right at them.
Careful to avold Elalne, I rode aquare
at the man, striking at bhim viclounsly
with my riding crop before ho knew
what had struck him.

The fellow dropped, stunned. 1 leapad
from my horse and ran to her, Just as the
rest of the hunt came up.

Eagerly questioning us, thay gathered
about,

Having waited until he was sure thnt
Elalne had got away safely, the ald
tramp alowly and oarefully followsd
down the stalrs of the rulned hotel.

As he went down, he heard a ahot from
the woods. Could it be one of the sen-
trlea? He looked about keenly, hesltat-
Ing just what to do,

In an instant. down below. ha heard
the scurry of footsteps from the im-
provised laboratory and shouts. He
turned and stealthily ran upstsirs, fus*
as the door dpened,

The tramp had not been the only ono
who had been alarmed by the shot of
the sentry.

,Del Mar waa, talking sgain to the men

B
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when It rang out. ""What's that?™ be ex-

claimed.

“Another intruder?’

The men etared at bhim blankly, while
Del Mar dashed for the door, followed by
them all. In the hall he issued his orders

quickly.

“Here, you fellows,” he called, dividing

the men,

“get outslde and see what (s

dolng. You other men follow me. I want
to gea If everything la all right up above™

Meanwhile ths tramp had

gained the

upper hallway and dashed past the room

which

he had ocoupied.

Outside, in ths

hall, Del Mar and his men rushed up to
the door of tha room in whith BElaine

had been thrown.

It was locked and

they broke In. 8he was gonel

On into the next room they dashed,
bearing down this door also., Thers was

Shorty,

trussed up In his underclothea.

They hastened to releass him

“Where are they—where's the tramp?t"
demanded Del Mar, angrily.

“I think I heard someons on the roof,"

replied Bhorty,
Ha waa right.
aged to

weakly.

The tramp had man-
get through a acuttle on

the

ALL IN MoVING PICTURES.

]nmmnnl we all stood ready to repel an

atitack from any guarter.

Around the old hotel, In every direc-
tion, Del Mar's men weare pearching for
lthe tramp and Elaine. whils in the hotel
another search was In pProgrosa

“"Have you discovered anything?’' asked
| Del Mar, entering
[ “No, sir," they reported
| "Cénfound 1! swore Del Mar, going
upstalrs agaln

Here wara also men searching. “Find
anything? he nsked briefly

“"No luck,"” returned one
[ Del Mar went on up to the top floor
jand out through the open scuttis to
ithe roof. '“T'hat’'s how he got away, ail
right,”” he wmuttéred to himself, then,
|looking up, he exclaimed under his
breath naa hila eyve caught somothing far
|nrf_ ‘““Tho devce—what's that™*

Leaning down 1o the scuttle he called,
“Jenkins~my [(fleld glasses—quick!

One of his men brought them to him
and he adjusted them, gazing ofi in-
tently There he could see what loaked
like & squtd of calvary galloping along
headed by an offlcer and a rough look-
Ing individual,

"Come—we must get ready for an at-
tack!™

In the Iaboratory-dining room. his men,
recalled, hastily took his orders. BEach
of them seized one of the huge black
rubber, newly completed gas bombe and
ran out, making for a grove nearby,

Quickly as ¢l Mar had acted, it was
not done mo fast but that the troop of
oalvary as they pulled up on the top of
A hill and followed the directing finger
of the tramp. could see men running to
the cover of the grove

“Torward!” shouted Waodward

An If nall were one machine, the meén
and horees shot ahead. until they cama
to the grove from the old hotel. Thers
they dismounted and apread out In =»

memi-ciroular  order, advancing on the
ETove. As they Md mo, ahots rang out
from behind tha trees. Dal Mar's men.
from the shelter wers firing at them.
But ft seemed hopeless for the fugitives.

“Rea dy!"” ordersd Del Mar ns the cal-
varymen advanced, rolentlean,

Each of hix men ploked up one of tha
bix black gas bombs and held it high up
over his head,

"Come onl” urged Woodward.

His men broke into s charge on the
Erove.

“Throw them!* ordered Del Mar,
Against  Woodward's men an they
chargedl it seemad as If & tremendous,
slow-moving wall of vapor wers advane-
ing from the treea. Tt was only a mo-
ment befors it complotely wrapped them
in Ita stifiing, choking, muffocating em-
brace.  S8ome fell, overcome; others tried

to run, clutehing frantically at thelr
throats and rubbing thelr ayes.
“Get back—quick—tIll it rolls over.™

choked Woodwar.

Thome who were able to 4o so pleked
up their stipified comrades and re-
treated as best they ocould, stumbling
blindly back from the fearful death cloud
of chlorine.

Meantime, under aover of this weird
defonme, Del Mar and his men, thelr awn
fnoey covered and unrecognizable in thelr
breathing maska and goggles, dashed 1o

one side with a shour and disappeared,

roof. Then he climbed down to the edge | ™™KIng snd runniog behind and even
and began to let himself hand over hand | "NTOUEh the safoty of thelr Impregnable
down the lightning rod,

Reaching the ground safely, he scurried
about to the back of the bullding, There,
tind, was the horse which Del Mar had

ridden to the

hunt.

He untied it,

mounted and dashed off down the path
through the woods, taking the shortest
cut In the direction of Fort Dale

Dusty and flecked with
mount,
lnstantly challenged by
tha sentry at the fort

“1 must see Lisutenant

tramp and his
bination, were

the
com-

foam,
a strange

Woodward Im-

mediately,” urged the tramp.

A heated argument followed until fi-
nally & corporal of the guards was called
and led off the tramp toward the haaxd

quarters.

It was only a few

minutes before

Woodward was convinced of the Identity
of the tramp with his friend, Prof. Arn-

old.

At the head of a squad of cavalry.

Woodward and the tramp dashed off.
Already on the qul vice, Elaine heard
ths sound of hoof beats long before the

rest of ua crowded around her.

For the

| sns barrier

More slowly wa
| lowed Wooniwnrd's
distanos off. woe
wondering nt the
Amazement we

of tha hunt had fol-
cavalry until, soma
wiood, wilnessing and
attack. To ™ur utter
saw  them ca™>~ ng off
thelr woiunded and stupified men. We
hurried forwerd snd  gathered aboul.
offering whutever asslstance we could to
resuscitate them

As Elnine und T helped we saw the un-
kempt flgure of the tramp bome in and
lald down. e was not completely over-
come, having had pressncea of mind to le
a handkerchief over his nose and mouth.

Elaine hurried to vard hom with an ¢x-
elamation of sympathy., Just recovering
fulj consclougness, he heard her

With the greatest difficulty he ssemed
to summon somae reserve foroe not yet
used. He striggled to his feet und stag-
gered off as though he would epcape e

“"What a strange old codger.'” mused
Elaine, looking from me at the retreating
rigure. “"He saved my life—yot he won't
even let mes thank him—or help him!™

(Continued Next Sunday.)
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