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An Interesting Study of a Universal Human -
lllusion---Some Remarkable Instances
Where Wealth Brought Misery and
Divorce--and Destroyed
Happiness and Contentment

T“l fact that great wealth ls no -
surer of domestie happinesa is be-
Ing constantly demonsirated In
the divorce courta.

More marriages among the wealthy end
ia the divorce court, proportionateiy, than
ambong the middle classes or the poor.
In fashionsble soclety the proportion of
divorces is as high, {f not higher, than on
the stage.

The beauiiful Elsle Whelen, of Pllla-
delphia, married Robert. Goelet, ‘the
richest bachelor in the world.” Certalnly
every luxury must have been hers. They
did pot satisfy. It is whisperod that her
réal reason for obtilning & divorce was
that she grew tired of being “simply
rich™ She promptly macried Henry
Clews, Jr., an smateur palnter and
writer, with an Interest In everything
artistic, ! f
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Brings Happiness Explained
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The Illusion That Wealth
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irrational behavior as this attitude of the
multitude of men toward grest wealth
seams to indicate, ‘
The resson is this: Incomparably above
all the other animals stands man in the
and unliwited character of hls
and of hia smbitions,

the lesson of Its tllusion;
wopelessly caught, the more bhe fattens
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They become
objects of envy,
of flattery, of ob.

sequiousness on the
part of others. They
become possessed of
the power to command
“the services of their fel-
lows, to~ecarry out their
schemes, to defeat thelr en-
emles, and Lo bind to them-
pelves at least a semblance of
devoted friendship; or they
may discover the more  refined
pasures of bestowing largesse, of
ng the objects of pralse and, at
least, the semblance of gratitude, by
sharing some of thelr stored goods
with others. All thesas things are
plensant; they all seem chiefly de-
pendent upon the possession and
use of wealth—and the more the
better.

All modern scientific discoveries,
in the growing knowledge of how
to Increase ln magnitude and mul-
tiply s varlety the advantages
which wealth can secure, have
operated to enlarge the monstrosity
of the great Ulusion; so that It
sometimes seems as though the
piges were all dead, the teachers of

morals and religion all asleep; or had
themselvas all fallen mto the trap of the
great ijllusion., But the volce of those
who have “tried it on,” and thelr sad ex-
perience, if not their sad confession, snd
the secret jJudgment of the few remain-
ing wise with the wisdom of Solon and
of Jesus, still persists’ in sssuring us

thet riches do not, and cannot, secure

ut let ws now give somewhat more
particular attention to our own present
condition as viewed in the w of
psychology and of history, is
America =0 completely, it would appear,
under the influence of the great Nlusion?
In the first place, all our economical and
malerial development has favored the
overestimate 1 the value of riches to =

" most monstrous

degree. Siurdy, vigorous,
ambitious ruces have bean put In cop-

trol of Incalculable material rescurces for
thelr development. The OGovern-
ment has ou the whole favored rather
being ustly stolen
or

by crafty and unscropulous
individuals or
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“The fascinating Mrs, Willian: Miiler

Graham, of California, originally a
waitress, starved for her husband
while he was a penniless prospector,
but when he made $20,000,000 sha
asked for a divorce.”

illlcit ways of acquiring weaith. The men
who have made these accumulations,
although in general by no means men of
great mental gifts, have besn praised as
though they were. And, as has always
happened, they have been offered a oup
full of every form of deference, amount-
ing to adulation; until, of late, the tide
has been turning toward equally un-
reasonable distrust and hatred of all the
wealthy, such as hag been the fate of the
very rioh in all the ages. Let us call all
this a psychological atmosphere; and
since all classes, and especially all our
young people, who have had nelther the
wisdom that comes from experience nor
that which comes from expert observa-
, are constantly breathing this atmos-
phere, lot us find in it the chlel cause
for the prevalence in America at the
presant time of “The Great Illusfon”

But the dedeptive influence of the
general persuasion that happiness may be
got by attaining wealth, takes many sub-
ordinate forms. Sometimes it is chisfly
the anticipation of the time when, heing
rich, one shall be able to gratify all one’s
appetites. One whd s tired of black
bread and meat onee a week, will surely,
be happy if he can have meat every day,
and plum-pudding on SBunday. Perhaps

ed him when he was a common
Iaborer, and she hersell a washer-woman
or & bar-mald, Ths wife thinks if she
could cnly wear such dresses as are worn
by the wife of her husband's employer,
or could get accepted by the soclal cirele
in which the lady moves, she should be
much the happ Of all such thoughts,
dlsappointment {s pretty sure to be the|
ultimate result. And It would be much
worse for man of woman if It were not so.
Or, in most cases, we will belleve that
tiie ambitions rise to a higher level than!
this. The man wants to have power, or!
te be succesaful. But the happlness that
th

to oneself, and through uvneself to
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nstion. But the art of bappy is not
our theme. We sire satisfied to do some
uu: toward explaining “The Grest
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