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Poppleton
at 40 years

it N APRIL, 1852, 1 entered the law offlces of

C. I. and E. C. Walker of Detrolt und spent

until October 22 of the same year in study

and general legal work. During this tame

perfod, Jonas Seeley. Clinton Briggs and
General Henry A. Morrow were students in other
officeg in Detroit. On the 22d of Octobes of that
year I was examined at Pontiae, Mich,, before the
gupreme court of Michigan and admitted to prac-
tice. The winter of 1852-58 I spent at the law
school of John W. Fowler, first located at Ballston,
Baratoga county, New York, moving thence to
Poughkeepsio, N. Y. This period was devoted al-
most wholly to Improving and perfecting myself
in extemporaneous epeaking, Prof. Fowler mak-
irg that a specialty and being himselt an orator of
extrnordinary puwer,
turned to Detroit and became a member of the
firm known as ‘“Carglll, Poppleton &
Chage,” and remalned In that connec-
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called; that there wag already more or less con-
tentlon ahout claims and boundaries, and he
thought if 1 remained and establifhed myself fm-
mediately In Omaha that 1 could securs a good
clalm and earn something in claim dlsputes; that
boih of us could get alected to the legislature and
that I would he sure to earn enough to carry me
through uniil spring; these suggestlons peemed to
me to be sound, and before I reached Council
Bluffs 1 had decided to act upon them and remain

In the spring of 1858 T re~ &t least until the following spring.

“‘On the following Monday I selected a lot on
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tica lay the path of my ambition. For a few dayn
I telt someawhat depressed, and then came employ-
ment in the shape of the [irst lawsult ever tried
in Nebraska, after which [ was never idle in my
profession. This was the sult of John Pentecost
apaingt B, M. Woods, It Involved a claim situated
on o tributary of SBaddle ereek, as | remember, and

not far from the present site of Elm-

tlon until about the 18t of August, TR54,

“Our firm proved to be top heavy,
too many par‘ners and too little busi-
pess, It was dissolved, and I then
begar *5 lonl about for a new fleld of
operations. . o Llu Nebraska
bill had just been passed, the Indian
title had been extinguished to the terri-
tories of Kansas and Nebraska and at-
tention was generally attracted to them.

TR0 aniai®d

after a brief illness.

Toward the close of his life, and after his sight had totally
failed, Andrew J, Poppleton dictated his memoirs, which
have only now reached the publie.
born on a farm in Oakland county, Michigan, July 25,
1830, and died at his home in Omaha September 24, 1896,
He had been the first general attor-
ney of the Union Pacific and prominent in the publio life
of Nebraska during his entire residence in the state.

Mr. Poppleton was

it 18 now comprised In the park, My
client was FPentecost; Governor Rich-
ardson represented Woods, A full day
was spent in the trial and my client was
successful. It took place in the room
occupled by the house of represanta-
tiven in what was then called the state
house, in which the legislature had con-
vened,

“In March, 18567, when tha govern-
ment surveys wera completed and the

l.eavenworth and Council Bluffs seemed
tHh be the two points about which most
ras known and to which mention was most gener-
ly airected, I was little inclined to either, prefer-
ring Chicago or San Franclsco. I laft Detroit about
tho 18l of October, After remaining a day or twd in
(‘Licago (the Chicago & Rock Island road having
then just been completed), I determined to go as
far west as Davenport., Upon reaching Davenport 1
found everybody talkjng about Des Molnes. Upon
rgaching Des Molnes I found the tide still setting

rther west to Council Bluffs. While at Union

llege 1 had read in the New York Tribune a let-
teR written by an army officer (located at one of
the northwestern forts) polnting out the site op-
posite Council Bluffs on the west bank of the
Missourl as the seat of a great future city. Tha
influence of this letter had really moved me from
point to point westward of Chlergo with a view of
gottling there myself 1 my jndgment should ap-
prove on seeing it. I reached Councll Bluffs after
five days travel by stage from Davenport on Frl-
day, October 13, 1854, about 7 o'clock In the even-
ing. The nexi day 1 visited the site of Omaha, and,
gtanding upon the summit of Capitol hill, about
the hour of noon, felt that the New York Tribune's
corraspondent had not exaggerated the eligibllity
of the location.

“About § o'clock In the afternoon I found my-
gelf on the lowa bank of the river, returning to
Council Bluffs, I had been walking constantly
snee 8 In the morning, had no dinner, and bad
welther seen onr heard of any person I had pre-
viously known. As I set ot to cover the distance
bLetween the river and Connell Bluffs, I was natu-
rally somewhat depressed In spirits. [ reflected
upon the situation and could see no work in
Cmahs for a lawyer. At that time there were
perhaps twenty psople on the slis of the present
city, but there was no government, no eourts, no

laws. For legal work It seemed an unpromising
field, After walklug about one-third of the dis-
tince, I saw coming toward me a double team

loaded with lumber and driven by a single person,
What was my astonlshment upon approaching him
closely to recognize A. J, Hanscom. We had been
fellow students at Romeo during the first months
of my residence there, but from that time he had
disappeared from my view. In the meantimg he
had served In the Mexloan war, been employed
tpon the Lakes, ahd married, drifted to Counecil
Fluffs, engaged first in farming and then in mer-
chandise, and now ps he told me had made a
ciaim adjoining Omaha and was building a dwell-
ng house thereon. I expressed to him my view
§f the discouraging outlook for me as a mwrer
+Bo must earn his living. He then went on to
say that the territorial officers had just arrived
pt Bellevue; that a territorial organization would
be lmmediately made, that an electlon for mem

w ¢ Lers of the legislative assembly would socon be

avhioh to locate my habltation and Immediately
commenced the erection of what T called an office
thereon. Within a few days afterward Governor
O, D, Richardson of Michigan arrived at the Bluffs
gnd proposed to joln me In bullding my cahln and
gpending the winter in Omaha, This reduced ex-
pense and his proposal was acespted, After secur-
ing the lot from the Council Bluffs and Nebraska
Ferry company, 1 paid “Whita Cow," the Omaha
chief, $10 for peace and the privilege of occupying
by lot. Wae finished the structure and occupled it
within ten days. This so-called office was situ-
ated on lot 4 In blook 133 of the original survay
of the Councll Bluffs and Nebraska Ferry com-
pany, fronting sixty-six feet on Tenth street and
ahout one hundred and fifty feet south of the
goutheast cornmer of Farnam and Tenth streets,
standing on the rear of the lot. It was about ten
by tourteen feet, and consisted of a llght frame-
work of cottonwood ecantling, covered at the sides
and ends with eottonwood slabs standing upright
and nalled to the framework. The roof was of
cottonwood boards, one door in frogt and a small
window at the slde of the door, and a small win-
dow In the rear of the siructure were the only
openings. During the fall we covered the whole
cxterior with sofl, with our own hands, making if
rot an attractive, a very habitable structure, We
remaloed in It during the winter and found it as
comfortable probably as any bouse In town,

“The electlon was called in due time by Seec-
retary T. B. Cuming (who had become acting gov-
ornor by the death of Governor Burt), snd Han-
scom and myself were both elected to the lower
house. The first gession of the legislature was
an eventful and eritieal period for Omaha, The
capitol was to be loemted and this was universally
regarded as declding the fate of several projected
cities, Nebraska City, Plattsmouth Bellevus and
Omaha were the principal contestants, When I
was elected to the legislature, of coursa all real-
ized the importance of the sesslon upon our pecu-
liar Interests, for, in the meantime, I, with others,
had taken clalms and become as much Interested
in the town as my means would permit. The strug-
gle which resulted in the location of the capilol
at Omeha was long and close. Of the territorial
officials, Acting CGevernor T. B. Cuming was un-
guestionably entitled to the greatest eredit for this
result. Of the members of the two houses of the
legislature, while the entire delegation in auch
body did thelr hes', It cannot be denled that A, J.
Hanscom, A. J. Poppleton and Governor 0O, D
Richardson, who was a member of the couneil,
vwere especlally conspleuous in that contest.

"At the cloge of the session of the legislature,
mny occupation seemed to be gt an end It
no part of my ambition to engage in
politics or politieal preferment. |
bad never lost sight of the law, aud ln its prac-
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United States land office opened
at Omaha, contests In the land office and
!itigation In the courtas following thesa contests

boeame the stuple ltigmtion in which I was en-
gaged untll 1883, when my work for the 1'nlon
Paclfie first began, I ought to mpay, however, that
during this period I was engaged in many criminal
trials. During the time that | was engaged In con-
iroversies over land titles, I lald the foundation
of that knowledge of the law of public lands
which enmbled me to deal Intelilgently and suc-
cosafully with Innumerable small and some great
litigations which eprang up when the Unlon Pa-
ciflo company proceeded to perfect the title to Ita
land grant from the United States.

“1 was elected n member of the legielature of
1867-68, and served throughout that sesslon—the
most fruitless, perhaps, aver held in
Nebraska, It was during that ses-

wood park; in fact I think a portion of i

t

egonsion,

This law T drafted. It was passed at the
sesslon of 1564 and it has remained practically
unchanged from that day to thle upon onr statute
Looks: with somas additional provisions mainly pre.
parad by myself In subsequent years relating to
sales, leasos, consolldutions ond the morigaging
of rallcoads and rallroad property. From this time
until the spring of 1868 very much of my tima
was occupled In advising and assisting rallway offi-
cors, In aecquiring right-of-way, depot and shop
grounds In the clty of Omaha, and In considering
the vast variety of questions that constantly apring
vy in the Inauguration and prosecution of great
rullway enterprises.

“In the meantime, also, my Rgeneral practios,
cepeclally in the trial of heavy law and aquity
cages, was constantly (nereasing, and I think that
at no period of my whole life have 1 ever heen
more completely absorbed In business; nor was
I ever faster sducated.

“Until July, 1868, I had never recelved from
the rallway company any fixed salary. I had been
rald upon itemized bhbills rendered for specific
sorvices. The amount of my compensation, how-

SINGLE COr'Y FIVE CENTS,

—————

That they had wment for me to mgres, |f possible,
upon a fixed salary which would glve the company
preference in my attention to its busineas, and if
necessary cover my excluslve services. Thereupon
he put the question what salary | would require.
I knew the position of the legal businers of this
company better than these gentlemen knaw |t
themselves, and 1 answered promptly, $12,000 per
sear, Mr. Duff appeared to be somewhat aston-
Ished, but in a few moments wa had agreed upon
$10,000 as the proper sum. This belng completed,
hie took his vest from the bed and pulled out of an
inside pocket about a doren summons and sub-
posnag served upon them that day involving litl-
gatlon to the amount of nearly $1,000,000 and
covering the whole line from Omaha to ™an. My
engagement commenced from the 1st of July, 1888,
From that time untll my resignation on February
1, 1888, 1 had few legal engaggments outside the
business of the rallway company. Such as I had
usually involved comparatively light labor, but
gave me large compensation, My salary was after-
wards raleed to $12,000 and continued at that sum
until my resignation,

This ended by connection with thse Unlon Pa-
cifie Rallway company and its affairs. I had been
twenty-four years In ita service and had partici-
pated In almost all or its trials, confliots, fallures
end successes, [ need not say that I had grown to
foel a strong personsl attuchment to the corpora-
tion and an ardent desire to witness long deferred
puceess, Ita affalra, however, do not seem to me
to have improved, and I fear that the Inherent in-
firinities entalled upon it by early mismanagement
can never be honled or removed, and that lquida-
tion alone will clear it of the wreckage and make
It usaful to the people of the states and territories
through which it runs and to the government of
the United Btates. It (s Impossible to prediet the
future of the company. It can only be said with
certainty that in the absence of o long extension
upon very low Interest by the Un{ted States the
company and ite affairs must Inevitably come to
bankruptey. Tmmediately after my
resignation I made a short journey

glon that a conflict arose which re-
sultad in a portion of the members
withdrawing from the lawful body
in session in Omaha and seeking to
establish themseives at Florence as
the lawful legislative body. 1 was
elected speaker of that portion of
the body remaining In Omaha,

‘“In July, 1868, I was stricken
with a sudden and pailnful {liness,
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to Mexieo, and upon my return to
Omaha [ took up the general prac-
tiea, confining myself, however, to
erses of lmportance., My best legal
work between 1888 and 1892 con-
#isted in the preparation of the law
authorizing the consolidation of the
street rallways of Omaba, and draft-
Ing, perfecting, defending and vindi-
cating  that consolidation {in the

from gahich I did not recover suffi- Nebraska Territorial Legislature at its opening session. tourls, together with the prepara-
clentl resume the practice of my tlon and argument, In conjunetion
prﬂfmulqr: untll March, 1860, 1 had with Mr. Woolworth, of the two
been slgeted mayor of the ity In the cases of the Chieago, Rosk Island

spring “Jf 1858, which office I wan compelled to
resign In the Octaber following on mccount of my
m'ckness.

“In July, 1862, the act suthorising hte con-
siruction of the Unilon Pacific rallway became a
law, Nothing, however, was done under It except
o organize a company on paper until December,
1863, At that date, chiefly for its effect on econ-
greas, then about to assemble, from which the
company was about to ask i{mportant legislation,
the ceremony of breaking ground took place at
Omaha, Peter A, Dey, for many years rallroad
commissioner of the state of lowa, had been up-
pointed chlef engineer of the rosd and sent to
Omaha and placed In charge of the interests of the
company at this point., At his request, sl the
caremony of bresking ground, after officlals and
G. F. Train and others had bheen heard, 1 was
called upon to spesk. My speech gave great aatis-
faction to Mr. Day and other rallway officlals and
to the people of Omaha and attracted general at-
tention; portions of 1t were goon after publigshed in
the London Dally News. A few days aflterwarda
I was engaged by Mr. Dey on behalf of the road
to attend to such Jegal business as might arise at
GUmaha for the company and specially requesied
to prepare a genern) rallroad law to be brought

bofore the general legislative assembly at its next

*

ever, hud been *teadl)ly Increasing as the husiness
increased, and my rallway work togother with the
general practice, which was also constantly grow-
Ing, hdd given me tha largesi iwe 2 from my
profession 1 had yet recelved. In the month of
July, 1869, upon one of the hottest days I recol-
leet to have experlenced, a messenger came to my
oifice stating that John Duff and C. B. Bushnell,
both directors of the rallway company, wished to
see me at the Cozzeng house in ODmaha, I lost little
tiine in presenting myself befors them, for I knew
they had bheen appointed a commities by what was
known as the Construction company o visit
Cmaha and straighten out If possible the tangles
which had arisen with that organization, and espes
clally In relation to a firm of tle and timber con-
tractors known as “Davis and Assoclates.”

“1 found these gentlemen minus coats and
vests, ench diligently plying a large palm leaf fan,
rud—as it seemed to me—Iin distress not wholly
caugsed by the heat. Mr. Duff, who seemed to be
the spokesman, proceeded to ssy that he had found
vpon inquiry at the asuditor's office that the
Emount of money drawn by me from the company
wias ctonstantly Increasing, and that the business
was also Increasing, and perhaps fully warranted
my charges. That he thought during the last year
[ bad drawn perhaps $5,000, which would be a
fair salary to pay for the exclusive time of counsel.

& Pacilic Rallway company and the Chicago, Mil-
whnkee & St. Paul Rallway company sgainst the
Union Paclfie, to compel the specific performance
of a contraet for joint treckage over the Missouri
river bridge and a portlon of the llne of the Union
Paelfic. The arguments of these rallway cases
before Asgoclate Justice Brewer of the supreme
court of the U'nited States was my last in the fed-
ernl courts.

“As early as 1880 the sight of my left eye had
becoine impuired. Oculists had advised me that
this had no necessary connectlon with, and would
probably have no effect upon, the right. Never-
theless, about the first of January, 1862, the sight
of my right eye began rapidly to fail. This con-
tinued untl about the first of July of that year,
when [ becamse totally blind, My life of light was
chded and my life of darkness began.

"I recognize to the fullest exient the numerous
obligations I bave all my life besn under to my
father and mother. They taught me industry,
economy and sobriety; to love knowledge: to shirk
from no obstacles but to bo patient and persistent
in overcoming them; to scorn gratuilies; to detest
cards, tobavco and liquor; and that the only true
order of nobility was that of labor, industry and
virtue. They were plain and simple in thelr lives,
but such success ss | have attained I sttridute
mainly to their teachings and exampler®




