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Heien Dietz, Eleven-Year-Old Daughter of the Outlaw, Parleying with
the Sheriff Under a Flag of Truce Just Before Her Father Surrendered

steader and woodaman, of Winter,

Wisconsin, became famous some ten
years ago because of the remarkable
fight he waged agalnat powerful lumber
interests, who, he claimed, were op-
pressing him. Dielz is a curious survival
of the old-time ploneer.

The trouble firsl arose In 1904, when
Dietx's wife acquired a tract of land at
Winter, on the Thornapple River. Rest-
ing on this land and crossing the river
was Cameron Dam, which had long been
by the lumbermen (o ralso the
of the river to a sufficient helght
them to float thelir logs from
to the mills below.
belleved that he was entitled to
pensation for the use of the river

and notified the Chip-
end Boom Company,
man were about; to float milllons
of pine logs down the river that

do so_ unless they pald

od to the courts,
injunetion. Diets

JOHN F. DIETZ, lumber-jack, home-
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D TheJurprisi
' @f 10_’%11% Outlaw of Cameron

to the S8heriff to announce his willingness
to surrender.

Diets, Mrs. Ddetz, and Leslle were ar-
rested, Indicted and tried for the murde:
of the Deputy, but only Diets was found
guilty., He was sentenced to Hfe Im-
priconment, the death penalty not pre
valling In Wisconsin.

Last December, Governor McGovern
commuted Distz's term to life Imprison-
ment. Under the parole law, Dietk may
now be released In four years. The Gov-
ernor's action was largely Influenced by
the recelpt of petitions signed by hun-
drede of thousands of names which came
from every State In the Union.

The strangs origin of these petitions
has Just been revealed and s told here
for the firet time,

The Stnnge Story of the Petitions for
the Qutlaw’s Pardon

HALFSTARVED and ralo-soaked
A man fell from exhsustion In Co

Both filled with sigon
mﬁoﬂ.‘#ﬂ to the page. There
Ware sOme of them In each of the
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When the patient recovered consclous-
ness he told the hospital authorities
that he was Leslie Dietz, of Winter,
Wis, son of the famous ontlaw of Cam-
eron Dam, For the past twentydive
months he bhad been engaged In seour
ing signatures to a petition for the par-
don of his father. From State o Siate
he had tramped, enduring all sorts of
privations and covering over 18,000
mlles on foot in the course of his pil-

mage.
S0 intent 'was the pllgrim on his mise

#lon that for days he went without
proper food, and starvation, combined
with his exertions, often weakened him
1o such an extent that he drop in his
tracks. That was how he come Lo
Mall*in Colonal Park.

The story the patlent told was =0
puhouc and so convincing that most of
the newspapers throughou
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Ity with the unreal.

How a Self-Sacrificing and Honest

Impostor Collected a Million Names

for the Pardon of the Famous John
Dietz, Saving Him from
Life Imprisonment---and
How Psychology Explains
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was found, had already resulted in the
commutation of the outlaw's sentence
from lfe imprisonment to twenly years,
and who was continuing his arduous task
in the hope of securing his father's im-
Wmediate release,

These stories were read with Interest
In Wisconsln, where the sdventures of
the Dietz famlly were part of tha his
tory of the State, and word was at_once
sent to New York that Leslie Dietz, son
of the outiaw, Is now engaged In run-
ning a grocery store at Mayville, Wis.;
that he had never made any attempt to
secure the pardon of his father by peti-
tion; that, in fact, he had never been
further east than Michigan In his life,
and that the man In the Washington
Helghts H ital claiming to be Laeslie
Dietz must refore be either a delibe-
rate impostor or suffering from a mental
delusion,

When this startling information was
recelved the “Leslle Dietz" at the hos-
pital was further interrogated, and here
is the story he told:

“So they say I am an impostor—that
I am not Leslle Dietz, son of John F.
Blto‘u. the outlaw, of Cameron Dam, at

"lf I am an Im

most un

tor, I am certainly
impostor ever dis-

self-accusation of perfeclly innocent
people whenever any crime whose ele
ments are ndnpud 10 lmpress the lmag-

of these particular people, occurs.
Every magistrate knows um. following
any particularly atroclous murder men
and women will write letters accusing
themselves of the crime. In many cases
men, and too, bave actually ap-
poared befors the and given them-
selves up as the Thess people
K0 Into voluminous detall as to just how
and why they 414 the murder. They
netually -bellave that they are the erim-
inals. Even when copfronted. with the
absolute facts that they could pnot pos
sibly have been at the scene of the

His Delusion and Labors

. John F,
Diatz,
the Outlaw,
and His
Son, the
Real Leslle
Dietz,
Photographed
After Thelr
Arrest In
1910, and
Below
the Cabin
in Which
They Defied

for 8ix Years,

covered, for no one has ever suggested '

how 1 could posaibly benefit by repre
sofiting myself as the son of a convictad
murderer and working for his pardon as
T have 'done these past twenty-five
months. _

“During” those twehty-five months [
bave had some pretty rough expariences.
I bave gone without food for days. 1
have slept in tht snow when the tempera-
ture was 10 degrees below mero. ] have
worn oul twenty-two pairs of shoes, and
for days at a time have walked bare
foot until 1 ecould earn emough by odd
.'robs to buy shoe leather.

“In some eities that | have gone through
I have been arrested as & tramp and a
vagrant but, Tor the most part, my mis-
sion hss secured me against such mis-
fortunes. When I started on uy errand
I welghed 170 pounds. To-day I welgh-
only 135.

“I have heen thromgh nearly every
State in the Unloa.

“I was born In Gresh Bay, Wis., forty-
nine years ago, I was about four years
old when my father bullt his log cabim
at Cameron Dam on 180 acres which he
had acquired In the regular way.

“My father is now seventy-alx years
old. 1 bave had only one brother and one
sister, My brother is Clarencs Diets, now

doubt, along the actual everyday lite

of Dietz. He had lived in

the same kind of surroundings be had

fought the same kind of fights, and, no

doubt, he had soen and sympathised with
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the lumber interesls.
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murder at the time it was dene, they Dietz's fight and imprisonment it aroused
silll persist in thelr selfaccusations and in his mind all his own griev.
immediately tnvent plansible mhu ances. He may bave started in aay-
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the Authorities

twenty-alx years old, and my sister s
Maria, now twenty-two.

“l married Kate Finnegan and had two
children, Johnny and Mary, sometimes
called Mabel. The youngsters were killed
in a fight with the sherift's posse in 1908,
My wife died In Winter, in 1809,

“Our trouble with the lumber interests
grew out of thelr afforts to confiscate
our dam. When they found that my
father would not submit they did every-
thing they could to force us out.

“Father. mother and I were all tried to-

gether after we had been in jall about
110 days. Only father was convictad,
He {8 now a Federal prisoner at Waupon,
Wis., because the man he shot durfng the
rald on our oa in 1010 was standing
oln the Pederll Jndlan Reservation at the
time.

“l have piready sent 15 petitions from
each of the various States 1 have visited
to President Wilson. [ addressed them
to Carl Schults, &8 Washington lawyer.
Of course, they reached the President, be-
cause they bore results.”

The startling discrepancies between
this story and the facts as ascertained
from various reliable souroél may now
be referred to.

In the first place, tba warden of Wau-
pon prison declares that Dietz is not and
never has been a Federal prisoner,
Hence, l;l'!lideul Wilson bas no power to

Secondly, John F. Dietz, the outlaw, is
not more than fifty years old; whereas,
the New York “Leslle Dietz” says he is
seventy-aix.

Thirdly, the outlaw had six children;
namely, Leslle, Clarence, Myra, Helen,
John and a baby.

Fourthly, the real Leslie Dietx is only
twenty-four years oid to-day, whereas the
man in New York says he is forty-nine.

Fifthly, the real Leslle Dietz was un-
questionably In Mayville, Wis., when his
namesake was lying unconsclous in a
New York hospital,

Sixthly, when shown & photograph of
the Dietz family, a day or two after he
had told the foregolng story, the New
York Leslle Dietzs sald that a child of
twelve or thereabouts who, in fact, is
Heolen Dietz, daughter of the outlaw, was
Clara Dietz, his own daughter, although
a day or two before he had sald his own
daughter was named Mary or Mabel

Seventhly, Investigation in Washingion
falled to reveal any Carl Schuitz, a law-
yer. When Interrogated further as to
this, .ae New York Leslle Dieta explained
that Schultz, whom he now raferred to as
John Schuits, was in reality a Wisconsin
lawyer, having an office in Madison or
Wisconsin, but that he was frequently in
Washington. When reminded that previ-
ously he had sald the lawyer's name was
(arl, whereas now he gave it as John, he
explained that the man’s name was really
John Carl Schults,

A dozen more serious discrepancles of
this character pointed conclusively to the
fact that this man whose efforts have al-
ready resulted fo the commutation of the
famous outlaw's sentence, and whose con-
tinued work may bring about the man's
earlier release, is not Leslie Dietx at all

The fact that he actually belleves him-
self Leslie Dietz and that under that

personality he secured a commutaifon of
séntence for the mans he
may never have seen pre-
sents one of the most
siriking phenomena ever
brought to the attention
af psychologists. How they
explain 1t is told here.
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“Leslie Dietz” Who Believes He Is the Son of the Famous Qutlaw and

Whose Strange Story Is Told Here, and a Pholo'-'rlph of One
of His Petitions.

How Psychology Explains the Strange Delusion of “Leslie Dietz”

Ing to himself: “What would 1 have done
it1h been ln Dietx's place?™ or he
ve sald: “What would I have
done if | were Lealls Distz?" In minds
of this character, the step from thinklog
what he would have done Iif he had been
in Lealie Diets's place to actually bellev-

g

ing himself In Leslie Dietz's , is &

small one. Suddenly bhe found himself
saying, perhaps with surprise at first:
“Why, 1 AM Leslie Diete" The obses-
slon was now complete.

The sctual facts of his past would begia
to fade Trom his Ufe. Every day he
would feel himsell more and more to be
Leslle Diets, and his mind would busy it-

This man, whoever he is, bécame to gl
intents and purposes the son of the uut-
law of Cameron Dam, wandering about
the country, suffering hunger, thirst and
gther privations in a pllgrimage to save
bis father. And 50 intense was bis bellef
In himeelf that he has impressed it upon
evéryone he has met and has actually
through his hallutinations done the thing
that the outlaw’s owl son could not do—
have his father's sentence commuted
from life imprisonment to & shart Lerm
of years.

Undoubtedly hefe we have one of the
strangest phenomena of the buman mind
It parallels In 1ts workings out the

Kigantic off of th "
|1|-w e “inspired” dely.
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