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BUYING A BANK WITH BUNK

- - - - - -

It wan the neesded spur,
Wallngford like a cloak.

when this'n has wore off 1"

ntvork of & “You certainly could”

d gared ou

?.Eum fait tgglr

“Then I'll talkke tha liguor.™

ands, he by monns the smilin
cb-ulr wullu:fora whon ] Y

haa gol any moner o n llr. ol
lese'n it's my boss, and

“Yen, I know about him,”
with & smile,

We—we weore thinking of buyin

seemingly new. was only the accumulated
lll .’l acoren of similur mom “uanu.' .
merry mpri me, tra-la.
m-h—hl" ?H u*vol,n !nm!:ho ad-
m
w el re ‘u
..Lm. ana 20 .u;‘.f.a y

hln noi hihorho

“1 reckon,” agresd
.on ot A man is thla”

P e Ty Ry T ST

hin l'l:lﬂll:l.l?;‘ l.ll.k. l::“

b l. uraocl." he obsarved
re. - "'l R Tens tan? Vet ave e
“The ul-lu." roplisd Wallingford sav-

&d“brln up tntww m

. o b

went down to

ford aulokly, and mechanioally he

alling- bulh he started an amasingly

not to see. "My dear
ous pe meerd of costuming contortions.

t with nm "P'.‘mo. i
oot much as
e uu dlmnru r. ulrlur. Ten minutes Iater, suave,
- er l.nd t the Adent, Walllnxford

wh
wias thirty-five tho !
K t ou
l.‘.
nsphr i

Bt- w

she

mn mors ha 0?
He has & serious affair, we think,

mc u!-ol-tovn woman, Watceh him,

1 you and (o Mr,

;I.ll uu never thank wyou
for vorkht 80 bhard to recever our In siudy,

“Yours muhmz

that he ia polps of shoulders and weneral
In aulte wealth of the

them eritically. Wallingford

OLET™

whan ha opened It & h

the of
wtood l.h.n
wood In

llow with a

“Mr. Wallingford, I belleve™
m mostly red

"The ramae” he admitted.

'mm-rlna what
ant and I'll help you™
. and opening the door ot uu ot4
with ?anmud chle one
of the four top sticks, put Mr,
in t.ic mn. n‘ osed the door. Then marvelous mumm‘r'
L mhlly on the top of "Oradually
ene on the wash- Wallilngford promptl sure of
ﬂ.‘.?. ntn-lwuom-d splint now and thankf that
one dellcately on end in one of thoss who came in
ol the uoll.. surveylng the result all hi=

t you nur
At sllinrford
'ﬁcr. L]
" .}

& sun-motor whioh n

in o, think net,”
n he put down the shadow T
¥ -unm to whisper “I'm taking on no naw lntoresis

nﬂrw m runh. ; fellar Just now. As & matter of fact,
m m‘, lhw laﬂ‘ :hu ha n't nons siant & rm-.g
L]

love ner mulr la Jinkinsville, “What bhrings t
out can't

f .#.%.m lalu

wit lur w ‘ul. and to our Nttle Jinklosville®™

and now upon demand onhs oama, 1
frowning with deep mravity:

ihe larme clty bank hich,
Ill.l Mllll h;:n forlthoi: loul:td:ﬂk:: i:eh:.:
* small count ban L
M‘lﬂc off ons of his arrangement, 9!??: all the
eantward.
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JALLINGEOR

- Violet

“Regardn. and more regaras.—Fannle™
Gloom fell from
“What's your

Wallingford was

beaming upon Fete with all his most fetch-
‘:h“ :..t:.leh 1.':“:.4 'E':‘:{.'J:,?. f&'mt ing beams now, and comenting his friendship
the y morning, worrled and at his wita' A% Misgiance forever.

v “It's & bargain. How big Is Jinkinaville™
~breasted bulk wh ..‘"3‘ unmlllnﬂ "Wall we're clalmin’' nigh onto twelve hun-
?:: mg{;‘:‘.‘g t?;::.:ld'nT nl‘“'u::'inh:., Wnlllngl’ord contemplated that wvague
fm and with no one present befors whom #tatement In sinking thought "Whlt‘ are
“um l'p:zi thlar. were desp mu vinible, ro%l‘ sl hunnm ut\?lhhmtnllf‘
° vano age and carsians you
This morning, too. (here Wae a8 OF I':.l‘ohl. "“'"‘"“"'" ¥, lﬂ“"‘“" reckon, He owna
of uncertainty, almost of defeat, which, while the bank. ¥ slws around thess parts

1 guoss, une-
&'s in New York.™

snld Wallingford
"We camas here to mee

bly, or Invuu:: in mome other bLusiness

. -,
tlu here only a frost: .é or 1‘0 promptly res
: ﬂmg an Pou. And Kue maybe you could buy
: . “%n wg‘:. v m. . u.. - .Pb‘l":'“.r..m 'u’a“:u:m. about here if nn‘d

ord. "What

A pecullar wlint into the eyes o

TR A O g e
in fte sxplosion of %

sun taneity, t w;lllnnfnr noted the

volos of wnw.{f.u“u. ‘.‘{.‘, “;.lnkh I':stl:n {v(‘ azcnt thought and had made a

w, guite contrary to his previous inten. DenIRl MITOTARONT Of It THE savin' vs

:‘m m 1.. '.’g.;, 5:‘3. u,. r.,_ !‘ ow about brnlufulr' dsmanded Hiackle,

ness of the morn he sta pile in hog;um the door just then. “Laet's have

g u. ".J"'lzu.‘"&g""“ Pele lmm at b!'? tr'l]th n ratnra of his

to hover over JOTIEr ' own-stairs

it you 1t any place, and you'll have to make

it at all; becauss after
Qu’t::lr wets through, breakfast's

room,
“Doan Quirker lve here™ asked Walllng-

pour
another drink from the sllver- mouutodoﬁ
"Doesn’'t he make hia homa In JinkinavilleT™

quick wmeriea

amiling,
strode inte the dlnlnu-
us on uu death reom followed by the obsequlous Rlackle
dollars. and., bedrine in his breadth of cheat an

ndles, ha sat down opposite
“ aame and the only other ocoupant. a man of about
dldnl. have & hus- forty-five, who was clsan shaven except for
ul than he, If that (s neatly-trimmed mutton-chop whiskers about
half-way down his plump cheeks. and who
held a little brown leather bax betwesn his
He was & man of excellent sase, ap-
rently, but at the same time he was Aeen
Mg roused at onoe, however, upon
the advent of the stranmers, sand inspected
ted hi It wh h 1 hmtld ?t"ealdﬂ’
peate meelf when the man lenan orw
‘here came a lusty klc'k st Walllugford's with a friendly amile and observed:

load of snow- thoulh that you have alightly llu better o

he had told Mr. Benfam
virker in the hilurious promotion days
var motad.

ere v econt about IL" we
gl-l'!ﬂ w'{-' present status o

nearing perfection™

Inne made for “cleaninge up™
in the market for this territory ™
returned Quirker,
f a frown fltting across his brow,

You =0 of some af them." and again for an In-
look came into his spes.
waalthy Mr. Wallingford

Walllngford wan himself once more.
trm an 1o this Instant no idea had visited him, Inu

tmm. n larue fnancial scheme In hand™
I r‘I: countoract the Immense monoey monuvpoly of

favars
In times of stress, the fpan

TAE NEW ADVENTURES C

JRUTUS

READ [T HERE Then See!t In Motion Pictures

dla Weat" stated Wallingford, leaning back
and beaming upon him as |If in dity that Mr.
Quirker had not himself thought of so simpls

there. Mr, Quirker. how much 4o you want
frl:r ‘vm;r._forl‘r-ﬂvc thousand doliars" worth
of stpok ™

a solution. "Organize a gigantie holding “I'll takes fifty thousand dollars,” bhe said;
company, innuxkurate s dally system of re- “cash*™
port and exchanke, and form a distribution “Cash™ mused Wallineford, “Cash amain!™

bureau which shall first attend to the needs
of the Middie West, and Lthen dictate tarmna
to the East. The East cannot do without us,
and by standine together we oan make them
divide the cream with us, in place of meraly
riving us the sakimmed milk, as they have
dons heretofores.™

Then aloud, with a pitying smile, "In other
words, Mr. Quirker, you want to disposa of
your stock. butl, at the sams time, to collect
the next two years’ dividends"

Again Wallingford amiled that superior,
pitying smile. “Try to dispoge of 1t at that
figure, sither here or In the East.” he surs=

. wented: “or, at this particular perlod, try to
INTRODUC]NG Tha" will be a little lrnub.!o abeut char- disposs of it anvwht':'o "t A rnnt;c-nahlu m‘hs.‘n
::r'{ erk""'n:;‘ "'""l"f‘l‘" .:;""" {Jf ?u“r.a —for Immedinte cash No, Mr. Quirker, I'l}
y mt can easily be siraighten out. pre- . R = ¢ g
BURR McINTOSH +« « « « « « J Rufus Wallingford sime. too, he nddes slowly. “hat auite m Kore, you par for your stock. but I can't
number of banks will have Lo be purchased Tl take IL!" returned Mr. Quirker. so
MAX FIGMAN - & = & & = & = s = Blackie Daw outrignt. quickly that it startled even Wallingford.

"T've caleulatled upon that,” declared Wal-
lingford, “and 1 atand
chase or consolidate.”

"To econnolldate, purchase—or fAght"
amended Mr. Quirker. as he looked at hia
wntch and hastily aross. “I'm five minutoa
Iate now at the bank, Mr. Wallingford, but

“"Very well” sald J. Rufus. “Have your
stock ready for tranafer. and I'll come over
and wind up the deal with vou this after-
noon, I shall, of course, have to give youw
& check on one of my New York banks.'"
This Iast important remark was made in an
entirely incldental manner. Egually Incl-

ready to either pur-

h dental Mr. Quirker replied:

HEY were not gently floating, downy- fama, young manT' he inquired. I am very much interested. BSuppose You  *“rh enble

looking, ~uddiy bix flakea of snow which Fete,” replled that 'f"_*koﬂr :_.lﬂ’:l'-'ld“f- come over and talk with me as woon as you you, ﬂ:_‘whm‘:f.o '.Qtl:..:r:n:?:r'r Tn?':.?:go

biotted but the view from Wallingfora's WIpIng his lips with the pRen s :; M eve Dave finished your breakfast” and carryink I prefer It that way. since I shall have to
tlndow. but the little, wtinging, spiteful “Well, Fete, which would o g 2 ;Y‘ his Jittle brown leather bax as carefully a8 run in to New York the first of the week-—
lntl. they burisd themselves at him in & QuArter or another dows of th ""“' hon If It contained a bomb, he moved away with jJust for a fiylnge visit"

rlltwm and bqtlnllonl. by count- "o _stadisd that welahty Prewem .?'"“" a cortaln dignified ense. which made Wal- ~ “All right. then' nmgreed Wallingford

leu. rwm ¥ driven miilt as If they woulg due care. “Quariers is mighty soaroce, ® lingford reflect upon him as belng probably thouwkhtfully. *You'd hnttnr eall a directors®
have liked nothing bet an to plerds him MaRely concluded, “but good red llauor is _
with endless pain, to Hml him to atoms, to BCArCer and this In werful cold weather, - . i 5 L R
scatter hlm wids and ry him deep, Fven Could 1 wave that snifter for about a hour,

him,
this hotel,

to the dining-

""l'b. l'l Inuy your hnh. nhdr m Wawod
the most popular ladies” man In his congre-

‘Il oan.
A decorouns but exasgeratod yawn at his
slde Interrupted Walllngford's reverle,

meeoting for to-morrow morning, then™
"Of ceurse,” sssented the other, eaually
thoushtful

Very much In & quandery Wallingford bat-

out
ash.

.llw!.t l nr1 umc an hour ago.” *“This hain't the llcker 1 was to et in an “Honsestly, Jim, what are you moing to do tled his wav across to the hotel. searcely
t ma uh.s ons " fgl'!.:l hour from now? asked Pete cautiously. as with this banker person? asked Hlackle, hallu!n. tau there was a storm. and found
. :l({ao?m ’I;?klc S In 8 “’M um‘ i s bR e R ldl?ﬂ."ivﬂ:l':‘I ‘:g;’: l'c’::llll';:!‘:dhl;ﬂ'rl‘w::?ot ";.k ;ouﬂ:l his bank.,” sald Walllngford:

- > o n nefor
mo‘l tho‘ﬁ \lr”loun na ypon |,,;N'|:'|. ':.’.‘.’w?::{-':?'fﬁ':f' n.l'ln“:':.f;-n.ndb-::a:o frowning at the interruption to hia traln oé *forty-Ave thousand dollara. I'm to give

e S B A P o e

wo ve L] umatism L) - ., uess. are In money over are, a what?
to 3 llt 1 'mf, t;ltll:lﬂm—" - “;Th:f?“ .l? ;ﬁ; :°;. lnh.‘h“'tf:.“ﬁo:uol:.rm: l:.:dql'la :hlvehlo hn\rn‘ it Bl'ulti:. l'.lcnuﬂ“ﬂ Yorlt_” Guarantee & Fldelity Bank of New

& love o s L ering b " . Quirker has a nixger In & wood-p -
pleaded lllllord. Haven s duh t'." "‘.'h" ": dm.k "‘]““ r':ml;d::.op.t.hl; some piace. and we have to smoke him out, “Where you have a  three.dollar-and-
aunce of uu.-‘“ i SHgwe 4 o Ahdantia] Tor the miris!™ seventy-two-cent balance? That's A risky
Don't you Know that -u'n I ; whisper.  “He's had & mite of cooiness with , LITOUKh the rest of the meal Walllaatord BUSDSIR JURC 0 o o tinatora, *This te
mn nE:'&u owing 18 the tl.-l:.tl i T the blaxest house in T e e e jamin. I Quirker. und Friday, and the check can't Dossibly be Dre-
g.',.‘ luown m‘d.huu two '"h. an d% l:nsn. um: hin words. and the chance remarks which Tenl_gd for payment before Monday morn-
o broom With her own hands They do asy Fote had drovped about Aim. e
koow Yhat {28551 St 0 RAR¢ Faok 1na 202 Y . v,
“m and NPT 1T ain't always the rich that's happy.”
: . The direct
can't mo m"l%u"'nuo lts’:n‘.' “You, Pete!* shrilled & woman's impatient _ The Jinkinaville bank was indeed a tiny .., uaul:';!:’:n:‘:'t‘a'ﬁ'n'mngt.t:; :'."';'?,'&
ke M.‘ and esps. voice, one, rut it was brlvumln brunh rills :nd well Rave bn devined,

i* Don oo e, e, dur, i, Py and ERO WU il L SR L S PR ot o e
rit ﬂnuul the emptied glass into w.\nu. hoard of directors passed resolutions of sor-
le, he b h I shene more m“ than did those at the r,y anent the retirement of Mr. Quirker

i in, to h - h:m Dot 2ewh (he soilse she doors rear of th er's tiny ceil Immediately thereafter they nassed rosolu-
w-'ﬂﬂi v '., e ge et Eats Heyond the cashier's cage, at the end of & §i5ny of jor anemt the coming of Walling-
immy, go An instant change came over mlllnrfonl. narrow passage by the side of the brick g of® B0 JC, Sl e aCiat thﬂ clrcted
from He hurried across to the wlass and looked wvault 'IB'I door, the mlass of which wWas o "girector and then president 1
Fannle,” 4¢ hlmul! Al the same time ubnllnnln: Ma marked esldent,” ul}d inside of this Wal- ord took the chalir ns .'M.fu'“' ™ ﬁ
. vest and lhrovlnl lt lml his coat bac it lingford found Henjam ulrkar, his 1it- Guirkar had ever done. and as oilily: even
"' that's 1t! "l!l. his shoulders, la. you just stand Dy tle brown leather bag stil] ‘betwesn is feot. ore o, Then the retirink oresident made
m over the lnd watch a fat Illl huu.. m moing after at a roll-ton desk, energetically morting . e last mpsech to the board as repre-
village banker,” and for a man of h re, Inying some in_ this pile, some In ¥ its new president, one of heart-

hat, some In another, slipping thess into a

right-hand drawer and those into a left,

toaring up others and occasionally slipping

one Into the little brown leather bax. open-

Il.l' it with A key and carefully closing and
king It each time

his is house-cleaning -day, Mr. Walling~
ford.” he said in pleapant sxplanation: “I'm
trying to put a great many thinge In order,
and it Is a terrifio task.™
“Your plan.” he went on. "would rellave
the country banker of a lot of this burden.
Thin was the opening, and into 1t Walllnx-
ford thrust his whole breadth, Inventing,
upon the spot, all the detalls, paraphernalia
and rod fire of the proposed consolidation o’!
Wastern banks. To his consternation, how-
ever, he found that he was not holding the
attentlon of his suditer, At last Wallipe-
ford discoversd that Mr. Quirker was count-
ing the atrips of weather-boarding, uwp and
down, down and up, up and down: then the
savior of the ooumr:’u Anances mave up In
despalr and brouxht his lagxing argument to

& hasity close,
he concluded, “is !ho“nlall af
"I.f

t n.dlou and delleately withdrew from the
mntlnr m_ the room, from the bank, and
from Jinkinsville forever, carrying hia little
brown leather bax with him and putting it

aboard a convenlant train, the time schedule
of valrh he had dstermined before he set the
hour for the meesting,

Wallingford, left alons with his waxen
?nr&. immediately ouurolu anything that

r. Quirkaer had sapoken in his palmiest days,
and the board. with kean mvpprobation. saw
the difference Immediately. Here Indeed
was & gllver-toneued bank president of whom
to be fustly proud and Lo follow blindly wil
the rest of thelr e

ere were to be many enternrises, too,
and many reforms in the bankine busineuss,
For one thing. merely by way of Vllusiration,
he did not intend to have ldle money in thair
vaulis. Why, he understood that at that
very moment thevy had sixv-seven thousand
dellars of currency which would nrobablw
remain idle for the next three months: in
lace of lh\. llt should be sarning them, even

n dall tim ke this, not leas than five per
unt Rather than let It lle idle thersa he
would take It himself. He had to borrow

con-

v

alr all the

“And that"”
oparation of the Middls Weat Bank

beallaw

hin arms rat of all b nu. Mr. Quirker aroused himself as ene from monay, anyhow. In the East, for his ex-

0od-box., and finding only am Mr. Quirker, Mr. Benjamin F. & stupor. "IU's & very pretty plan” sald he: ;"‘”":m‘;”“:““’l_"“-‘:l':"’_‘:t“":‘ :ff‘:]_ﬁf{":‘";_o*rt
halplesaly about bim in qmltnr." atated the other. I met you at “but I eannot see my, way clear to golng g“"; .n Rt iy cast of the
Cinderbure, 1If you'll remember, when 1 Into i, T'd rather el s T e Wik That b twenld B3

know the bose'll say,” he thoumht of securing the rights for this coun. Wallingford, puzsled and discouramed but ﬁ ould take BIxty thousand of thelr Bufe
with lﬂ' ipw; 've wone and ty, of the ng sun-engine.” a few minutes before. at last had his cus. R 3 BT S i B Tho el o
the w M hat'll 1 do with kon, Yeou" replled alilngford '"“‘ﬁi that?™ he asked, t Bhew, sscured by his stock In the bask.

avery dollar of which was backed by wovern-
ment bonds, and would take the additional
fiftsen thousand dollars on the deposit of

“Quite decided upo
“Quite,” declared Mr. Quirker.
on show ma the xoods” and Walling-
ford arose as if he had only been awalting

this statement to get Into real actiom. :
Gt The Inck-luster look faded Frem My DesoUShis sscurites Which'should be ao
uirker's eyes at once, nnd h- turned toward Bw :“ s seven hundred and fifty dol-
stated allingfo with “Showing you inte t ’gu propose to make for the
i gPled s et o Y Sl e T T et e s
alte . A L] - men one -
::2‘:’"" h.b::: owned by a stock company, with s Afty thou- 4

sand dollsr capltalization, every share of
stock beine backed by movernment bonds de-
ted with the state bank commissloner,
own forty-five thou;ad dollars’ worth of
the stock, the belng scattered In
from gane to five-share lots among the mer.
chants hare and the farmers In the vlclniti.
The directory consists of five, lnulndlnl m
pelf and My Weaver, whom you ?
canhler's wicket an }ou cams In. he mh-n

“Are “Bxactly” sald Walllnxford dryly, “and if
some one will intreduce a resolution author-
Izing the bank to sccept my ninsty-day nols
for foriy-five thousand dollars secured by
my stock in the Jinkinsville Bank for that
amount, we will wet rid of this little dotall
and pass on to other matters™

“Come on, Weaver." he sald, with a jovial
smile upon his face, but with black murder
in his heart: for time was passing, and there

the

whatsoever,
I'm letiing

Hr Blodgett, of the hotel, who Is now
U SUt of ‘the cliy: Mr. Ricks. the mosmasiar. Jorty Bve T1vs time you hexns (o iake o
4 Professer Ranny he pri 1 of the Toriy-ave. " F.
- S wh -enh ur mou'ot‘u Relds five sharsa, DCUiVe BTt In (he mew A s
L HODAT
“& DIBR ‘ti " Protessor Rannydal o i ucs this motion.”
",OI' course, this must seem & 1 bysi- Weaver rolled his frozen eves in Wal-
you know, to wou." “m uirker Apolowstically. llh-ford'- dlrtctlon wulped thrice,
of llnu!h “Hr friend, President Marley, of the der. Walked behind his own seal, took a deat
a lo f«l ure Commercial k. told 1 atl the time :ris on the back of his chair with his two
ev 3 cleared his throat, and spoke as fol-

WAS oVer Lhere Lo mes YOu. ul your tres-

commercial Interests and your

“*a buniness ll
o

e e S, B S50 Towrs W Sl 23 s Snd b ool B aga, W, e
oR te ) .
lw {I times of it throw your & m ord & "‘“ pasa the lution just mentioned by our

the motion™ came llke the snap

ﬂl' p from the Hips of Mr. Rickas, second-
another of his specialtiss

ou've all heard the motlon™ sald Wal-

m-_r_t_ggummmu and pass-

Camous

Ing It across to Mr. Weaver, so that young
man, as secretary, rnuld correctly transcribe
it In the minutes. “Are there any remarks?™

"“There belng no discussion,' comlnund
Wallingford aftar a reasonable wait, 1 shall
now put the aquestion and aik for a viva-
voce volte. The secretary will pleass call
the role, and those In favor of the motion
wiil signfy by saying aye whan their names
sre called: contrary, no. Ready, Mr. Weaver.”

“Mr. Wallingford,” read Mr, Weavar,

“Aye,” voled Wallingford

“Professor Rannydal,” read Mr. Weaver,

“Aye” wvoted Ranfiydal In & loud and
ponorous valee

Mr. Ricka voted aya, Mr. Weaver voted
aye, and the motion was unanimously car-
ried, after which Mr. Wallingford, apparently
forgetting the other matters to which they
were to proceed. hustied that meeting through
to an adjournment in short order and sent
the members bhome, with the exoception of
Mr. Weaver, whom he sant across the street
to the hotel with a note for Blackie Daw. In-
etructing that playful gentleman to come
Over at once and bring an empty suit-case.

‘-'

When Blackle came over ha stopped aghast
at the sight of J, Rufus, for the first time
in his life, inside the cashier's wickst of a
bank, and his own bank at that! Blackis's
first operantion was to set down his sult-cass,
the second to remove hin hat reverently, his
third to put the tall of his cont acroas his eyves
by way of a black mask, his fourth to ap-
proach the wicket very closely, hold up his
left hand as If It contained a dark lantern,
and huskily whisper:

“Say, pal, who's runnin’ the beat to-night?™

Walllngford was sepulchral gravity itself,
He turned upon Blackie a stern and for=
bldding eye. “Mr. Weaver!” he called back
over his shoulder,

Mr. Weaver came forth from the vault, hia
opagque hlue eyes never blinking as he came
out of tha darkness into the light.

“Mr, Weaver,” Wallingford went on, “this
Is my secrelary, Mr, Daw. You two gentle-
men will kindly go into the vault and count
out forty-fiva thousand dollurs In currency,
which you will pack in Mr. Daw's sult-cass,
making & double count, and taking every
precaution te insure strict acouracy, Mr.
Weaver, you wiil find hers my ninety-day
note for forty-five thousand dollars st five
per cant and my Jinkinsville Bank stock

mpnrlr Indorsed to be held with the note,

r. Daw, as soon as you have finished with
Mr. Weaver you will please come back to the
president's ofMce,.”

“Yea, nir,” sald Blackle with the gravity
of the Ephinx, placing his hand over his
Jheart. Later, when he came back Into the
‘president’'s office umln. his well-filled lnlt-
case, he found gford masing moodily
out Into the snow-storm, and counting the

i tweather-boarding of the frame livery-stable

gacross the alley.

“Gentlomen, how did we got 1t?™ Blackle
msked, setting down the sult-case and slip-
@ing Into the seat at Wallingford's side.

Wallingford turned to him rather tired ©

yes, “We didn't,” he sald. *The weork Is
..llll all to do. Hlackie, you're to take this
money straight to the Guarantee & Fidelity
Bank In New York, Have it there baforse the
'doors open Monday morning, and Inform the
paying teller as you goe In that you are das-

gositing currency to meet any possible drafts »

@agalnit my account.”
“Forty-five thousand dellars” musad
Blackie. “Why, Jim, that only covera the

check you gave last night. 1 don't see where
that gots you anything."

"Nelther do 1" sald Wallingford impa-
tiently: “but I shall be sitting on the 1id here,
in absolute control of & rich little country
bank, and if 1 can't sting Quirker with thess
advantages, I deserve to be shot. We have
to sting him.*™

“All right, J. Rufus” sald Blackle with a
nigh, *“I'll get on this next train, and wire
ahead to the first county-seat to send a plain-
clothes man aboard and handcuff me till I
get nll this wealth Into tha G.

*Entirely unnecessary,"” returned ‘Walling-
ford, smiling. "“Aa my old chum Hlackie
Daw, gold-mine faker aud all-round eon
man, I wouldn't trust you with forty-five
thousand dollars farther than I could reach

ou with a rasor; but as the pal of pretty
lolet Warden, I'd trust you with Il Any-
where in the Bertillon district.*

“For this testimonial of your estesem and
confidence I thank you," deciared Bilackle
rnr\'onﬂr. “What de we do about expense

money T

“Fhat’'s no,” sald Wallingford, and he ba-
gan to feel about the desk. "It wouldn't be
ke Quirker not to have a push-button here'
hie sald with conviction, and finslly he found
one underneath the edge of the writing-
board.

Mr. Weaver cams In & hurry.

“Mr. Weaver," directed Wallingford quietly,
“please bring me five hundred In curresncy,
and charge to my account™

“Yep, sir,” sald Weavar,

VL

alone In his room, and with
Blackie speeding on his way to New York,
sent for Pete. hat worthy came to him in
n hurry, blear eyed and shaken. *1 besen up
and listened outside the door three times*
pald Pete, *but 1 4ldn't hear no noise and
dldn't dast to knock. The other feller might
*a' been a durned fool, but he never scared
me none, and you do.”

Acceping this tribute te his power at Iis
true worth, Wallingford brought out his
flask. "And I supposs you need s drink to
taper off on.,” he gusssed. "“"Well, T have two
or threa left,” and he poured out ons of
tham. *“Pete, what do you know about
Banjamin ¥. Quirker™ he abruptly asked as
he handed over the glass

“Nothin' " declared Pete & trifle sullenly.
"He's all right,” and he hastily swallowed
the life-saver last It should be oalied back.
Hin netion was only a proof of Wallingford's
suspicionn

ell, I'm wxiad to know that” he sald, as
one happy to be rid of an unjust susplcion.
“He has sold thirty thousand dollars’ worth
of property for cssh in the past month, and
has not deposited a cent of It in the bank, 1
bought the bank of him for forty-five thou-
sand dollars to-day. and he took my check W&
and all the other monsy and jumped on the
noon train”

The offect upon Pete was electrical.

“1 want my hunnerd dollars!™ he sudden
screeched. “That old cheater has run
with the woman in Richfield; that's what. I
want my hunnerd dellarn, Why, ahe was
down here to this very hotel once for a week,
and I used to let old Quirker up and down
the back stairs so's nobody would know,

Wallingford,

quarrels with his wife. The woman in Rich-
field is an actressy-lookin’ reon and purty
as a circus girl, but 1 never liked her use
she smoked clgarettes. And Benjam .
Quirker did, too, whan be waa with her, for
all that he was & leader In all good workas,
Old Quirker is & liar and & cheater, and 1
want my hannerd dollarsa™

“Your hundred is safe snough” sald Wal-
lingford with a smile, & smile this time all
of peace and happinesa

Blowly and mt!hodlm.llv Walllngford pro-
ceeded to pack, and the fOrst time In
weeks he whistled as h. worked. Once in a
while he used In the task of cleaning up
Blackis's litter and his own to throw back
his head and lauxh. cloainge his eves, shaking
his shoulders, t h.lﬁ hll hnut. While
he was still & wWo
his door, .

“Thay's & lady down In ths parior to sse
you" he anno

“A gy Walllagtere v'rixhiensd w o

knocked at g
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surprise.  “Oh. yes, I seo.
minute, Pete.”

He stralghtened his cravat and scrubbes
hiz hands before he went down to the parlor,
where he fTound a severs-looking womnan
with a thin nose and thin lips and an ex-
presalon of the mort of virtus which refuses,
when the sers days come. 1o live lonmer In
z:ddlm:k lest that be an ofense belure the

rd.

“Mr. Wallingford, I belleve™ nmhe stated,
In & waspish tone which made Walllnglford
suddeniy pity Quirker

I'll be down in g

am.” he sald almply,
"Well, 1 am Mrae Quirker,” she Informed
him sharply, “l understand you bousht my

husband's bank.’

¥l dig.” stated Wallineford.

“Have you paid for t?

“1 have.'

“How T

“By check.™

“Well, Mr. Wallingford, I'!! zive you to

understand that the sale wlll probably not
stand in law."

“T'Il bet It dosn” he renlled. “T understand
the law pretty well, Mra, Quirker and 1 make
no mistakes, The sale was & bonafide one
under the Iawn of thia state. which do not
reauire the slgnature of a wife to the tranafer
of stocks or bonds; and vour only recourse in
to demand an accounting of your husband.
You can't make me any trouble”

“I will him, then.,” she snapped. "“He han
gone away with that woman he's been run-
ning with for half a dozen years. Which
way did he wo?™

“] couldn't tell you' stated Wallingford,
with every appearance of truth In his chest
and shoulders. *“I only know this much, that
whean I oame to pay him he asked for New
Orleans exchange, and 1 xave him a draft on
the Cotton Exchange Hank of that city."

“"Hondurks!” she exclaimed. “The Cotton
Exchange Bank of New Orleans. I'll tele-
graph the bank and the police. and then I'il
start right down thers't Bhe plunged
toward the door. At the will she turned,
“Thank youw" she snapped mrodgingly. and

'“nfllngiuﬂl resumed his packing, his only in-
terruption being to consult a time-table. On
the train he mpent all the way to Richfield in
composing telegrams and tearing them up, but
by the time he had arrived at that thriving little

city ha had devised three which sulted him,
and seat them away.
VIL
ourh opposite the Guarantee &

At the
Fidelity Bank in New York., a taxi stood
walting just before nine o'clock. and in it
Wallingford and a blg. heavy-set man
watohed the entrance to that famous de-
ponitory. A mecond taxl rolled up to the op-
its curb and stopped In front of the door.

ut no one mot out
t's  Blackle,” declared Wallinzford
eonfidently.

‘How do you know?™ growled Harvey
Willls, Wal Ingford's old-time policeman
riend, now on D].lﬂ*ﬂlﬂth.." duty.

“By the clgarette smoke rolling out of the
cracks of the door windows,"” sald Walling-
ford. ‘*“Watch now: the bank's molnk to

open.”

That impressive ceremony Was accom-
plished by a uniformed vorter unlocking the
vestibule door from the Inside, and Instantly
the oppotite cab discharged a tall, thin man
in & heavy overcoat., who hurried up the
steps with a sult-case. He was gone scarcely
five minutes when he returned. bearine the
it-case with much more eame. and was
yt to jump Into his cab when Walllng-
ford's driver halled him with:

“Over In that other machine for yours,

auick. Tl settla with this driver, tin and

all. Hello, Billy,” and he saluted the driver
of the other taxi.
Blackie looked dublously acrons the street,

and the stranmes driver urged him with:

“My fare sald to tell you it was the new
bank president. and he wants yvou to jump."

Blackle, with one glance behlnd him to
make sure that his own driver could scarcely
make change and wet away before he could
investizate, hurried over to Wallineford's
cab, opened the door. and, both reassurad
and surprised, Jumped In, lust as a third taxi
came swinging arpund the ocorner and drew
up with a jerk before uu bank. Out of it
bounced a large man with a fur-collared
coat and a little brown leather bag

"Th-ro- your party,” sald “alllnxfurd to

rvey, ulek, but don't ko mear him un-
}:I“ he gets the money. If he does. pinch

“You know I'm subject to heart troubls,

Jim.,” warned Biackie. "Put me wise befors
I drop dead. Where iIn Bam HIl dld you
come from., and how and why?

“You_ didn't wet my telegram, then?™ aur-
mlled Whalllngford with a troubled look,

“How would 1 get a teleeram?™ demanded
Bilackis indignantly. "I hit here last nizht,
staved In my slesper till mornine. lurged
this ratty old sult-case with me uptown to
breakfast and took a dawn-rise taxl stralght
here. What's the game™

“Walt a while Keep stl1l," admonished
Wallingford, watching eagerly out of the

window.

In the meantime, Harvey Willls bhad bdut
very little to do. He made out & laborious
c¢heck or two aund tore them up while he
watched Baenjamin F. Quirker display »
check to the paving teller. watched the tellar
say something to him and hand him a tele-
Rram, saw Quirker reag and clench his fist
and erumnle the telegram in his hand, hesl-
tate, start to parley, think better of it and
hurry out, even formettine in hia axitation
the little brown leather bag, which & porter
seisad and hurripd out to him at the door,

Wallinxford's "pationce was rewarded by
seeing Quirker mive s hasty direction to his
driver and fump into his ecab. after savine
something to somse one inside it, while Har-
vey Willls stood on the step and watched
Quirker depart in pence.

“Now, Hiackle,” said Wallingford with a
sigh of coptent, “bring vour sult-case along
and let's %0 in and xet that forty-five thou-
llnd axaln

“No!* exclaimed Blackle
“It lsn‘t oura for keepa.™

“It certainly 1o declared Walllngford with
another sixh. "That Is it belongs to the
glrl.. Only I'll feel safer with it in another

ank, a0 there can’t be any come-back,. Wae
want to hurry, too, because I'vea a lot of
things to aitend to. 1 want to lay aside the
interest money on that loan, notify the
Jinkinsville Bank that I cannot continue a8
ft» presldent on account of an unexpected
press of other business Interests, and offer
to sell my atoek for them in case thev don't
think they can do It bafore mv note expires
lt hu " °h.f° some busy belng & huulmus

"Bro nide.” pronounced Blackls mrntullr.
"B_; how did you eop it out, Jim?™
topped payment on his check by wiras
on an_ allexwed (rauvdulent transsction. and
wired him. In care of the paying teller, .hat
his wife had disvuted the ssle. taken steps
to have it set awside. and ordered payment
:lonpod on the check. It scared him stiff, no
e left the check behind him for fear he
couldn't wet awav with the wmirl and the

incredulovsly.

It thirty thousand he already had In that
was on account © her that he had all the-of his e ORK

In the meantime I sent his wife on
ﬁ wild-xoase chase In the other directon so
@& could wet his steames. If she'd had him
pinched. his lawyers would collect on that
check or take my stock. As it la. the money
and the stock are beth mine. or rather the

money in, and the stock protects th
Pretty soft money, Blackie " BARK,
“Yea" admitted Blackio thoughtfully: “wyou

mever can tell what you're u
“;: K, X ® UD axalnst In »
are was a moment of sllence whil
wiited for Harvey Willis to come u!r:ul.h::
them, and then Wallinedford muddeniy awore.
“Why didn't I pay him his first price™ he
walled. "I'd have had fAive thousand more,
An It in, deductine the thirty-five thousand
e‘lﬂrtll‘ stole from the Warden wirls, and
€h wre now restore to th
fu;-id:ah; ...‘ 8N, QUr exXpense
uddenly he stopned and hi
ace wresthed Itself In -ml!u.
t.o::l: ,..::d r‘oun:oi
wn, rom the
tiful faces of Violet
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