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America Soon to
See for the
First Time This
Remarkable Dancer,
a Favorite of
the Czar

HAMAR KARSAVINA, the
T leading dancer on the femi-
nine side of BSerge de
Diaghllew’s Ballet Russe, which is
peing brought to America this year
by the directors of the Metropoli-
tan Opera House, will sppear at
the Metropolitan Opera House for
four weeks with the remainder of
the troupe, displacing in that time
America's most costly song birds.
Karsavina is, perhaps, the great-
est dancer and mime of this gen-
eration. In the full flush of youth-
ful comeliness and plastic charm,
she Is nelther too simple nor too
sophisticated, The Russians, the
most critical audlences in the
world, have long sapplaunded her
artistry in the subtlest and most
elusive feals of the dance. Like a
perfume is the dellcate and insin-
aating illusion that she works upon

the stage with the bavet, the sen-
sation of Europe for the last six
years.

“The glory of the Russian bal
let,” is how the jaded Parisians de-
seribed the ballet when it thronged
their Chatelet, "“The stuff that
dreams are made of,” Is how Lon.
don felt when ita Covent Garden
and Drury Lane were thronged.
And now America will experience
the thrill.

When the Diaghilew ballet was
firat produced in the contingntal
citles there was 1o end to its train
of Influence, Fashlons reflected it,
Russian was spoken—Russian
was the background of soclety
while it lasted, and even now
where art Las been almost oblit-
arated by the war the glory and
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the influence of the ballet still re-
malns.

The Diaghilew ballet is the
bringing together and unifying of
all the arts in such a way that the
cumulative affect ln absoclutely pro-
tound.

Berge de Diaghilew, an attache of
the Court of Russia, wealthy and
well connected, s directly respon-
sible for the existence of the ballet.
As & young man he surrounded him-
self with the younger artistic set
In Russin, and when the time was
ripe introduced them through a
Uttle art exhibit. The morning
after the oxhibit Diaghilew was
world famed, and s0 were the
young artists who bad exhibited
thelr works, But there was even a
greatér influence than that. Rus
sin of the steppes of the North, the
Russia of Siberia and fallow flelds,

waa displaced in the minds of Eu-
rope by & mew Russia, & Russla
aswakened, revivifird, & Russia
pregnant with Ideas, which re-
flected the influences that had been
at work for centuries to break
down the reactlon of the ages.

Dlaghilew was fa.aous, but so
was Bakst, who had designed a
great number of drawings for this
exhibition, drawings which, by
their atriking method, as well as
thelr rlotous color harmonies,
seemed to clash and yet were
barmonious, provided Parls with a
plquant stimulus.

From this beginning grew the
ballat. Diaghllew returned from
Parls to Russia and felt that the
timeé was ripe for the Oocldent to
soe more of the glorfes that slowly
had been developing in Russia.
Two years after his first exhibit at
the Theatre du Chatelet in Paris, in
June, 1908, he produced the ballet
Cleopatre, that sensuous story of
Egypt's queen.

The dancers were the best of
Russla's Imperial Academy—Nijin-
ski, the ipcomparable, the same
who will be in America this Fall,
and Karsavina, the besutiful, su-
preme in her particular fleld. The
stage setiings were huge Oriental
oreations, columns, pillars, arab-
esques that the imaginative mind
of Bakst had devised. The music
oocmbined all the lure of the East
with & Turkish and Perslan strain
predominant. And all these, the
dancers, the musiclans and stage
pelnters, were assembled by thelr
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compatriot Diaghilew to produce
artistic, aesthetic unity.

And then Diaghilew gave them
more, And from belng the pro-
ducer of a lone ballet he became
the regisseur of & great number.
The greatest musiciuns in the
world, Debussy, Rimskl Korsakov,
bhegged for permlssion to write the
music for his ballets; kings begged
for the honor of being prosent at
performances. A wave of en-
thusinsm swept through Europe
and kept on for six years, and on
the croest of this wave were Diaghi-
law, Nljinskl, Karsavine, Bolm,
Miassine and the others with whom
the Russian producer had sur
rounded himself,

Not all of the ballets had an
Oriental background Iike the first
one, Cleopatre, but they presented
& variety of baockgrounds ns well as
8 large number of storles. The
more divergent they were the more
did it delight these intrepld Rus-
alans, wno only regarded the greater
difficultien as glving them greater
room for expresslon. There will
be, for instance, here In America,
the ballsts with the flerce wild Rus-
slan Dbaockground and storles,
Prines Igor and Petrouchka. Thare
will be ballets with the placid and
refined Greek mileus, which re-
flect the Greak life and make
anclent Athens allve.

Then there are the purely artl-
ficial ballets of Carnival, which
sbow how the ballet was before the
geéniua of Diaghilew and Nijinski
developed It from Iits stuys and
ballet slippers and bounden forma,
The most striking of the ballets,
perhaps, full of the chrome and
erimson passion of the Orient, 18
the ballet, Scheherazade, which
tells the story of g sultan’s harem
and Its Intrigue.

In this Bakst allowed his sensae
of golor to grope about in the whole
realm of the spectroscope aud then
take that which just reflected the
ideal, Bakst, in this ballet, dramat-
1zed color, and hia vivid portrayal
of the story by color made eritice
say with justice, “the true sym-
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phony of music and motion,

light and shade, line, mass

and ¢olor has been achleved,

To depict a certmin emo-

tion a certaln color |8 chosen,

with sympathetic background

and added to it a correspond:

ing strain of music and

dance evolution, all ocom-

bdining in artfulnesas and force to

sohieve the result. For each

emotion there Is a suggestive cor-

responding color and dance step and

musical tone and these are manipu-

lated In unison !n this wonderful
ballet,

Fiftyfive principals will coms to

America as part of the troupe,

Waralay NUlnskl, perhaps, stands
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out as the foremost, He
has been compared to
a jet of flame shooting
up In the alir, as he
dances, From his first
years of training at the
imperial Ballet School
in Petrograd, he has
stood out as one of the
first dancers of all
time. He Is the princl
pal male dancer of the
troupe.

Thamar Karsavina, supreme in
her particular fleld, that of mimetic
dancing, and universally consldered
the most bheautiful dancer, in the
chlef foemale member of the Lroupse.
Her ronnnl of the roles that de

a true understanding of the
passionate nature of woman, is
startling and amazing.

Malssine is a young Apollo. To
his activities ns n dancer he adds a
clear knowledge and technieal in-
sight of the ballet and with Bolm
acts as directsur ('homo&l:?nt

There are, of courss,
clpals of the company, who are mh
of them stars in their particular
fislds. For that is one of the many
factora that differentiate this ballet
from all others over seen on thia
side of the Atlantie, It is true that
other Russian dancers have danced
here, but when they performad It
has always been with a company of
assisting dancers pleked up here
and there, and with the especial
reason of enhancing the dancing of
the premier danseur or danssupe

by contrast. In this company each
principal s & star.
How this great aggresation

comes to America o & year when
an international eonfilet is raging
is an intoresting story. The under-
taking that the directors of the
Metropolitan Opers Company have
put upon themselves is & most dif-
flcult task. But where the cul-
mination of an artistic ideal 1is
conrerned, the pocketbook does mot
matier to them,

First the company was assembled
in the land of artistie and political
neutrality, Switserland, and hers
on the shores of the beautiful Lake
(GGeneva they went through the
hearsals of the twelve
which will be produced in Amarica.
Izor Stravinsky, great com
also was at hand to asalst wi
pew musical compositions that
Diaghllew wished to add,

The troupe remalned in Bwitser
land until the late Fall, Then all
went to Liverpool and from there
they will set sall for America. The
massive stage seltings, the gor
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geous costumes, ths exquisite
draperies have all been stored
London, safely insured from




