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Harvest

Ice Cutting and Packing
Has Proceeded Almost
Without Interruption for a
Month and the Ice Houses

from which Our Next Sum-

mer’s Supply Will Be
Drawn Are Now Practic-
ally Filled to Capacity

By A, R. GROH,

O YOU believe in preparedness—ILor sum-
mer's heat? <y
The ice map does. He ‘“‘makes Ice
while the cold holds' as: the fermer
“makes hay while the sun shines.'
lee-—thousands and fthousands and thousands
of tons of lce are belng “harvested” "from' the

thickly frozen streams and lakes in Omsba and’

vicinity these cold days.

A great army of men and horses and machinery
i« oceupled in the big midwinter job,

{nto the {ce houses are sliding the big cakes to
take thelir places and lle {n those cool retreats
while spring breaks and until the summer's heal
Coinen

Then they'll be brought out and hauled away in
box cars and in wagonms to keep the butter o your
refrigerator hard, to keep that meat from spolling
50 you can make bash with it tomorrow, to keep
the letluce and celery erisp, to ¢ool the grape julce
and gionger ale, to make (he pudding nice and hard
p-.-‘lt will take the shapg of the "'mould,"” to make
ice cream and ices, Lo cool the drinking waler and
keep the milk and cream i a well-chilled condi
tion, and Lo perform many other services for your
comfort, in¢luding the concoction and. pleasing
preparation of all the delectables at the soda foun-
lain and—eh—aother places

It is said that the Ice harvest employs between
4,000 and 5,000 men {n the district of Omaha and
And It comen Just at a time of the year
when emplovment is needed by men of many occu-
patlons who are ldle during cold wgather

Th fce men watch Lthe advance of cold weather
nod keep a close lookout on the thickening iece.
When it has reached ten to twelve inchea the cut
ting Is 1ikely to start For, while still thicker loe
would be more deeirable, the weather Is never cer-
tain

But this year lce in this part of the country
urder the influence of the long continued’ cold has
reached a thicknesa of twenty inches evell on the
Missourl river, and the harvest I8 now pretiy
nearly finlshed and the {cs houses will,.soon be
packed to thg roofs

The principal places where lce Is cul around
Omaba are Carter lake, the city reservoirs, the
Missouri river, Beymour lake, Memphis, Neb., and
Ashland, Neb. At the last three places named
Cudshys, Armpurs and Sw'fis, reapectively, have
bkig lce housen. The Roek lsland rallroad has &
big lce house at Meadow, Neb., which It has sbout
filled

Two characteristics of lce make the filling of
an ice house a compuaratively easy thing. Thess
are lis buoyaney apd its small friction. Because
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of the first characteristic it floats and can be trans-
ported easily through (e water. HBecause of the
second it can be “slid" easlly to the place where I
Is wanted,

Let's go out to the ice flolds of Carter lake.
Far out in the midfe of the lake men are driving
hofses and, coming nearer, we find the horses are
drawing lce plows which are simply steel cutters
that cut down Into the lce u couple of inches. By
this means the lce field Is marked off into rectan
gular apaces, €ach the size of a cake of ice,

Then come men with long saws and they saw
loose big areas conslsting of many of these rectan-
gular spaces. These lee floes are then laken lh
charge by men with long, steel-pointed poles, and
they push them along slowly through the water
untll they arrive at the end of a long, open space
rbout twelve feet wide leading up (0 the lce house
entrance, Hera the lce flges are further subdl-
vided before being steered Into this'long lane. Men
with lce poles are statloned along the sides of this
Inne and keep pushipg the chunks along,

When they arrive at the inner end of the lane
other men with crowbar-like lostruments separate
them Ipto the final sizes, which are cakes of lco
ebout (x235 feet, and of whatever (hickness Lthe
lce happens to be.

The cakes are pow at the foot of @ chute on
which runs-an endlesa chaln with blocks about
every ten feet. An these blocks comia along under
neath the chute and around a wheel under the
waler st the bottom of the chute they grab the
caken of lee afl bustile them up the chute, Arriy
ing at the top, they are released and go sliding
down into the dark interior, wherse more men are
busy packing them away,

When there i snow, as Lhere hes been this
season, It Is removed with big scoops drawn by
horses. And when the snow mnd slent freess into
bhardness on the ice it is loosened up by means of
a disk harrow before belng scooped off,

It's a cold job, and the men are bundled up In
overcoats, caps, mufflers, felt-lined bools, over-
rhoes—anything that will shut out cold

Old Mother Nature s still the best lce-maker,
Fhe can make It In a few days by the millons of
lons. There are several artificlal lee plants In
Omaba, but thess operate prineipally as auxiliarios
Natural lce Ig the cheapest and easlest to get just
ai pnatural sunshine is better than the best artificlal
light; the soft breszes of the south wind are better
tharf the spasmodic roaring of an electrie fan, and
rain is better than Irrigation

Oh, 1t"'] be nice, when summer comes, (o have
LEatl loe,

And let us hope for the best regardiog the
rice

ng the Ice Crop for Omaha
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