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Now will congress be good and obey the
teacher?

To paraphrase one of “"Mel's” favorite say-
ings, President Wilson is scared. That's very
evident.

——e e = =
Never mind! Whait for the Bryan dinner if
you want to sea the pure and unadulterated es-
wence of democratic harmony.
——
our art lovers still have
inartistic welcome arch

R

e ————
That Norfolk asylum superintendent whil now
doubtiess take to himself (he story about the

polly-parrot whe talked too much,

———

~ Bure, Omaha 18 just the plece for a munitions
factory, but If they are of the explosive kind,
_ ploase keep them st u safe distance.

 As & wobtber prophet the rouad hog can'
] AL It remains to be seem, however,
ber he can make a foreciat that will

Y ’

advertising put out in Omaha by the departments
and bureaus at Washington at highest rates,
. without competition, solely by virtus of the sena-
tor's political pull. Far be it from us to com-

slgned the new gas ordinance,
1 tesn-candle power gas ahall

has
tha

fewl, with permission to colloct B per thousand if the
‘bl Ia not_pald within ten daya.

© Mmoo Guy ©. Barton entertained thirly-iwo guests
/AL disner st the Omaba clib. The hostess was seated

The Ardon olub bhas (he following efficers for the
ing year: President, Oharies Metz; vice preoident,
ssoretary, Uworge B. Taschuck;

] mn.nu. for many years one of the neowa-
mummmumw
 Booms is mow alfficial reporise of the

Just Lying—That's All

Our amiable democratie contemporary. the
World-Herald, throws s conniption fit over the
faet that The Hee ia doing the offieinl advertising

| tor the county, and it Is sorely distressed about
| the price that is being pald, although very care-

ful not 10 say that the price ls excossive. It de-
clares ihat the county pald The Bee last year
$3.801.46, and that at the same Tales pald by
ihe city would have effectad A saving of over
$2.000. In this, the World-Hersld ia Just lying to
hamboozle the public—that's all

Here is the exhibit of the bills rendered by

| The Bee to the county for advertising during the
ta Omaha Bee, Clrculatton | .

past year

Treasirer's anniial statement 5 LW

Proposals for bids and legal notloas, . ... ..o .

Delinguent tax Hat A TR PR P et o e 3 2.m5.
Lo P SAT

Taotal ; ; et AR A BEERR RS I Ny b
Now, the prices charged by The Bee for this
advertising were originally fixed by competitive
bid, the World-Herald being the other and higher
bidder. For the treasurer's statement the county
in paying the legal rates and for the other notices
less than the logal rates. For the delinguent iax
list (which last time required an extra twelve
page section of three distinct issues of The Bee)
the payment |s not by the inch or by the line, but
by the description of the property and is so
fixed by law and added to the tax blil. No com-
petition would relleve the delinguent laxpayer
from paying this advertisement fee, nor would
it save the county one cent, to say nothing of
$2.000,

The sublimeness of the World-Herald's gall,
howeéver, lies in the fact that the last Ume a
democratic majority controlled the county board,
that paper ilself stemlthily grabbed off the adver-
tising contract without competition of any kind,
and did the job on the identicsl schaduie of raten
being paid to The Bee. Not only dld it manifest
no desire to save the county money by com-
petitive bide then, but 1t fought strenuously for
this plece of patronage aa if it were afrald It
would get away. What seama to all the World-
Herald is not the prices In The Bee contract, but
disappointment that it falled to hold this county
advertising for itaslf,

Inviting International Blackmail.
The sennte commitiee on foreign relations
has done the expected In reporting out, by a
striclly party vote, thy Bryan Colomblan treaty,
with an amendment cutting down the gift pro-
posed from $26,000,000 to $15000,000 and modi-
tying the apology mo It will be not guite so hu-
miliating for the American people. The attituyde
of the committes on the question is not fully un-
derstood, for, if the United States in beholden to
Colombia In any sum, it must ba the full amount
of the claim and it we have done our BHouth
American friends an Injury it should be fully
atoned for and in no half-hearted way.
The truth is, this whole proceeding is a part
of a plan by which the laie demoeratic aecretary
of state hoped to Inflate the fortunes of his party
with & little cheap sentimentality, The Colom-
‘blan treaty was devised for the purpose of dis-
orsditing Prealdent Roosevelt and Secretary Root
and put a stain on thelr accompliahments in con-
pection with the Panama canal, This claim has
around il the same aroma of scandal that at-
tached o other thwarted efforts to hold up the
government of the United States in the prelimi-
naries to the sclunl work, mansuvers in which
the Colomblan government Look part. It now
partakes of the nature of blackmall and would
naver get consideration were not the democratn
s direly 1o need of something on which to sup-
port & presidential campalgn.
Nicaragua's demand for componsation for a
ohnal routs and the Fouseca naval base is in
many ways similar to the Colomblan. The naval
bass was laken Lo prevent its sale 1o an Euro-
pean government in defiance of the Monroe doe-
trine, while the canal route was being offered
to Germany when the United Btates stepped in.
Bubmission by our governmesnt to this injustice
al this time invites continuanee of this form of
International blackmail by irresponsible govern-
ments we are mornlly bound to protect. The
treation, fortunately, will have to run the gaunt-
let of the senate, where the whole miserable
mess will get & needed airing.

————————

: Sunday Laws and Common Sense. '

The decision of the police judge at Benson,
holding that The Bee way be sold by newsdeal-
ers in that bailiwick on Sunday, is In line with
common senss. The observance of Suniay as a
day of rest, sanctified by divine eommand and
ballowed by almost universal custom, ia not to
be abandoned because of this rullng. Certain

Nebraska siatule was passed as have brought
about conditions that could not have been fore-
seen by the lawmakers of the sarly day. No
faundamential tenet of the Christian or any other
religion is Involved in the fact that certaln pro-
cosses of wmocial life today are continuous and
can mot be interrupted, even for s single day,
The sale of a newspaper ls not the only thing
involved in the sult, A more wholesome regard
for the law will follow on its temperate suforce-
ment. Sirlking blindly at al] things In reach
will not win.

All Right—All Write.

The chief rellunce of the opposition to all
preparedness measures whatever ls the appeal
of Mr. Bryan, culliug on everyone in sympathy
with his sentiments to “write your congress-
map" in protest,
bring the lafluence of the constituents to bear
s pressure upon thelr representatives st Wash-
inglon with & view lo making the latter believe
that the “folks at home™ are all one way, and
sgainst all preparedness propossls. This 18 le
gitimate 50 far as it goes, and It the anti-pre-
paredness people alone do the writing it may
have the desired effect through misrepresenting
the real sentiments of the constituency. But if
one pide cam write, so can the other, and there
is nothing to stop those who belleve In reason-
sbia preparedness likewise to “write your som-
gressman®™ and thus let him know that insetion
1= not universelly demandeod.

So, If this gquestion s to be decided by & let-
ter-writing campalgn, we sy “All right-—all
write.”

.
Sull, a distinguished Nebraska demoecrat also

drew mighty crowds some years ago, bul the
vol “".“E"""“"w-

notivitiea of soclety have so developed since tha 1

The purpose, of course, Is to |

The Return Goods Evil
A Growing Abuse

James W. Metonlfs
Ssorstary Associated Retallers of Omaka

N THE business of retalling merchandise, what was

at one time a great “privilage” has by constant

“abuse’ beremss ene of the greatest, If not the
groatest “evil” in merchandising. This “privilege, or
what ia now kmown the United Biatea over kA an
“avil," has to do with the return of merchandise.

The “priviiege” of returning merchandise was
atarted yoars ago by one of Ameriea’'s leading retail-
ers and was accorded at fNirsl to only a few special
customers, It was found that in this WAy salea were
Increased, and from that tims on the “privilege™
grow to such an extent that not oniy In hia store, oul
In poarty every store In America, it was granted uni-
varsally

The demand for “service’” in all lines of Businass
has grown amasingly In the last faw years, and with
this demand has grown the cost of doing business, in
no other line of business has the oost Increased %o
stendily as It has among the retallers, About three
yoars ago the retallers in cities where thare were as-
sociations began Investigationa for the purpose ot
trying to reduoe (he ocost of doing businems by stop-
ping the numerous ‘‘leaks™

Claveland, O, 1 helleve waa the firmt oity ta
investignte the cost to the merchant of the “‘return
of goods evil.” With this Investigation the assoclation
immediately got together and adopted certain rules
which would tend (o lessen the “abuse™ Eince that
tima nearly all retall assoclations have bhegin to take
up the question. St Louls, Denver, Louiaville, Cin-
cinnatl, Chicago and San Franclasco have all adopted
some plan to either lessen or stop tha “evil” entirely.
In Denver merchants have adopted the rule that po
goods are to be fent out on Approval or o be re
turned tnlems same are returned in original packings,
accompanied by the salea slip and on the same day
that they ars taken from ths store. In other worda,
tha return “priviiege” in Denver s & thing of the
pant.

The retallers who hold membership In the Asso-
clated Ratallers of Omaha have not as yet adopted
any lron-clad ruls om this question, hut thay nare
making up a list of people who they know to be
abusers of this “privilege.” and thesa names will be
handed to onme another and the parties will be denled
this “privilege’” in the future.

All retaflers will admit that the “abuse’™ has
grown, not so much through the fault of custorners, as
through the desire of the clerks of the store to maka
A good showing in salea. In fact, In thousands «f
cases whers the customeér would waver, the clerk
would make the following suggestiona: ""May we not
send the article to your home for your further cons
sideration? You may take it home and then If It does
not sult, you ean bring It back.” The retall storos
themselves have sfucated ths buying publie in this
way, and since the privilege has grown to an “evil”
the retaller must now aducate his customers to =
roalizntion of the absoluts unfairness of the practice
as induiged In by poma of thelr customers,

The president of a retall dry poods store In &L
Louls, a store thal does a §9.000,000 business ench year,
made the statement that before Bt. Louls adopted
their new mulings, on aoccount of the great “‘abuse™
of the return goods “privilege” In his store, that he

on the table, whioh
merely purchased for the use o
other Instancs: & mother
daughter requeated that a rug
proval." This was on Wednesday, Her little gir]
was with her at the tims, sald, s

don't have the party till Thureday.” *

The following socurred in a 8t Louls atore:
In opening the mall one morning they found the fol-

lowing letter;
Dear Sir; Am
The patient I8 doing

-~
=
=
»
-

back thres mourning
rfully fine. Yours truly.

the J0th. Out fourteen days.

Life furnishes this witticism, showlng how general
tha "evil:"

“Lady Customers ‘You told me yesterday, when 1
bought that artichs, 1t was the last one you had To-
day 1 #oe a counter full of them." “You.' sald the floor
walker, ‘we are now selling those that went out on
approval." "

An investigation of the sccounts of charge cus-
tomers for a perfod of one year made the following
showing in one store:

Bome returned 18 per cent

More returned M per cent.

Still more returnad # per cent

The privilege of returning merchandise s ex-
tended by the stores to the customer as a malter of
convenlence, It I useful for customers when intelll
gently, properly sad falrly employed. But It s a
great Imjury and bad for the stores when It W
abuned °

The Omaha stores are not abused by thelr cus
tomers as muth as thoss In aome other oities. Bat
the “abuss” is greal enough, sven here, that ware
they to report same every day, it would take paveral
columns of your paper Lo print the month's recorsl

In the past month or a0 we have had reported one
woman who had sent to her house on approval a Fum
Adinner set. Used tha! night and returned pext day

inges. Another woman, during a shirtwaist sale In
town had several walsis “senl out on approval’ from
meveral different stores and at hey home got them
mized up so that she did not know where sach in-
ividual walst oame from.

It must not be overlooked that many returns of
merchandise are catused by the store's own fault. As
for Instance, whan goods are found to be defective,

who have got inte the habit of
out on apiroval” ¢ the returming of goods. will, when
they soe the Injustice that it does lo the wiore, be

H careful in the Muiuwre

.
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For Early Closing In Winter, Toeo,
OMAMHA, Feb, 1-To the Editor of The
Bes: The Amsociated Retallers of Omaha
vary kindly closed their places of busj-
neasa last sommer at 5§ p. m. from June
It to Baptembar 1, except Baturdays, and
we clerks and employes enjoyad Jt all,
Thanka

Now, why not. during thess oold, dull
winter menths close at & p. m., including
Baturdays, from February 1% to Aprfl 1°
Or, what s beiter, close early the vear

around, as other metropolitan ¢ities do?
Put Omaha on the map
JOHN H. GILLESPIE

Shotwell om Preparedness.

OMAHA, Feb. 1. —-To the Editor of The
Bea: Presldent Wilson's speschea om
praparadness are so flne and compelling,
so full of sentiment, love and patriotism,
that all of our citizens should rise above
party and nationality and support him.

In his spsechea there s & nots of aad-
neas—and it is a pity and a shams that
the head of our natlon should be cam-
pellod to debate a gusstion of so great
moment {o our people. He knows better
than anyone clse the unfitness of our
nation to cope with an assault from
without,

Those who are now, and have been, op-
posing thin program are not as w rils
citizens of alien birth, These cltizsens as
a mmia are fuli-blooded and love tha
country of their adoption. They have
come o this land of opportunity te es-
oape porseccution and Intolarances, and
bhere they have bullt thelr homea, rearsd
thely familien and have been, and are
now, ready to defend, If neceamry, with
their life-blood the country of their
adoption, They appreciate our form of
povernment, ita institullons and the Ub-
erty which they enjoy. They love thelr
kin in Burope, and who oan blame them?
This relationshlp, however, ia secondary
to thelr love for thelr home,

The opposition to preparednsss ocomes
from that ansemic, weak-kneed and
hypocritieal class of American-born elt-
isens who, In times of peace, preach re-
form and practice religious bigotry, and
in timea of war give ald and comfort to
the enemy. Theso undesirables among
our citisens are greatly In the minority,
but they comprise a class who devote a
large amount of their time to regulating
the conduet of thelr nelghbors and, there-
fore, are more often heard than the
Iarger class who devols their time toward
tha upbullding of their state and mation.

During the clvil war, in Ollo there was
a politiclan who attempted to rise to
power by giving ald and comfert to the
south, His name was Vallandingham.
His followers were called Copperheada,
While the boys In Ohle weres fighting to
savé the union, he was conducting a cam-
palgn to disrupt it. e was deported to
Canada, and it ia the unwritten history
of Ohle that a number of his followers
were hanged and the organization broken
up. As a boy I often heard men's names
mentioned who were affiliated with that

every school ohild In Omaha, The result
is—the epidemic is as bad as ever,
becmuss the medics have falled to de-
liver the goods when given a chance.

Now the political declors have begun
to urge medioal Inspection of every man
or woman employed In Omaha factories,
sores, ote. They think if an
iaya off & dAy on soccoumt of
he should be compelled to go
doctor, let him look =t
tongue, make out a certificate
and pockst the foe of B0 cents
fore the employe s allowed
work. It !s an outrage to have
system folsted upon a fres American
people,

Why does our clty health department
refuse to make public the true situation
regarding scarlet fevear. ‘The writer be-
lleves that the figures given out are far
In excess of the true state of affaira, and
that the political doctors are using the
present “epldemic scare” as & coercion
in forcing our city government to give
them what they are after. 1 hops the
poople of Omaha will not stand by and
let this cutrage be foroed upom our citi-
Beus

Bince ths advent of drugiess healing,
many chronie Invallds have been gutting
well under the new methoda thal were
“incurable”™ under medical treatment.
The medical society fecls their grip loos-
ening and they now have thelr political
foroes working teoth and toe-nall to en-
sol J#:s that will put the drugless heal-
ern out of business. Do you call this
justice? L. H

Advertising No Test of Quackers.

BRIDGEPORT. Nebd., Feb. 4.—To the
Bditor of The Hes: 1 quite agree with
e, Sigafoos that if Dr. Merriam can cure
typhold, scarlet fever, etc., he should use
the advertining pages of The Hee and lat
the public know jt. Likewlse he sheuld
pay for his advertising as other specialists
do, Dr. Bafoos in mistaken in his idoa
of & Quack. A quack s one who clabma
to do something and falls to do it. It is
not an advertising physician. Nearly all
genoral practitioner are quacks, as they
take your money whether they help you
or not. There are three physiclans In
Omaha whe adverilss with »ou and
neither of them are gquacka. They do
business on & cure-ar-po-pay basls, and
it Dr. Figafoos, or the average of gensral
practitioners, did business on that basis
they would not make enough money In
five years to huy a Ford.
line

——— R ——

Nebraska Editors

Pdttor ¥, B Anderson of the Waum
Gasette has replaced his junior linotype
with a standard mackine and has put his
paper on an all hameo-print basis.

Anson K. Holmea has purchassd ihe
Taylor Clarfon.

Robert G, Douglas, editor of the On
coala Record, has announced that he la a
candidale for ths repubilican nomination
for representative from his Adistriol.

Bert Howard has sold the Johnson
County Journal-Tribuna! of Tecumssh to
Charles D, Blauvelt, former propristor of
the Arapaboe Mirror. Secretary of State
Pool and Deputy Secretary Cooper wers
formerly associated with Mr. Howasd in
the publicition of the paper.

J. H. Swest, editor of the Nebraska ity
Press, ia a candidate for delegate to the
republican national eenvention from the
First district.

Lioyd C, Thomaa, busineas manager of
the Alliance Herald, has annovnced that
he will be a candidate for nomination for
representative from the Beventy-third
distriat

J. W, Leesdom of the Gordon Journal
han filed his name as & candidate for the
republican nomination for commissioner
of public lands and bulldings.

R, V. Lucas, who has been editor. and
part owner of the York News-Times, has
#old his interest to Thomas Curran. Mr.
Lucas has purchased a half Interest §n
the World st Shenandoah, Ia.

Stanton Plcket: We can't ses why Sen.
ator Sorenson don't run a better pleture
of himse!f In his magasine, The Exam-
iner. The senator Is really a good-looking
fellow, and we suggesi that he give us a
better llkenoss and cut out the old job-
lots with big feet and s pelican noss,

GRINS AND GROANS,

"I wonder how Flubdub ean sfford
auto, Don't you?" -
No, 1T don’t wonder how he can afford
&n auto, 1 know he can't afford an auto,
But how do gazaboes like him n L]
o get hold of autos® That s what flia
borgasta me."—Loulsville Courler-Journal

Bhe (coyly)i—What woul;l you do if you

n’t{u I(u ) mrtl pr}:m.u
' - it woare yours, 1'd
Jump at it nﬂm.-ponl Nowas.

“Brooka wanta sublet hia spart-
mant.** .

“Why, he called It the 1deal place.”
‘I know, but the janitor doesn't llke
the way he parts his hair.”—Judge.

Wifo (at breakfast)—Could I have a
Hittle money for shopping today, dear?

Hub—Certalnly, Would you rather have
-..{ old & blil or & new one?

Vife—A new one, of course.

Hub—Wall, hera's the ons—and I'm $4
to the good.—Hoston Transoript.

b;nw you say you have a model hus-

“Quits. Blm; wu‘h:n been married
never given bora & mo-
ment's anxiety." ~Kantss ¥ J’o\l:nl.

“You meem
affable

“I'm hailf

“Then I called in the nick of ttme. I'm
selling life insurance. If you're half

: dead
can't got A pol n t ulek."'—
aivide Do totes ™ ¢

hard worked, sir,” sald the

forget
to order

Sunkist
California’s Selected

Oranges
All good dealers sell
them. Order now.
Send for tested reci-
pes.  Save wrappers
for beautiful silver-
ware,
Califarnia Freit Growars Exchange
Fartern Hondquasters:

Take the “Milwaukee"

Travelers experienced in
the comparative com-
forts and conveniences
of different roads unani-
mously declare, “Take
the ‘Milwaukee’ be-
tween .Omahl and

Chicago.

The reason — perfect gervice
made possible partially from
the fact that equipment is com-
pany owned and that attend-
ants Are company employees.

CHICAGO
Milwaukee& St.Paul

RAILWAY
Four fast daily trains
Phone or call for reservations.
Ticket Offica: 1317 Farnem Sereet, Omaba
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Persistence is the cardinal vir-

tue in advertising; no matter '
how good advertising may be

in other respects, it must be
run frequently and constant-
ly to be really succcessful




