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- WOULD ENSLAVE AMERICAN PEOPLE!

SENATOR ALLEN DENOUNCES THE ATTEMPT TO ENSLAVE

THE PEOPLE WITH

A PERPETUAL DEBT.

THE PROPER WAY TO RAISE REVENUE FOR THE WAR.

An Income Tax Law Should be Substituted For the Schema to lssue
Hundreds of Milllons of Gold Bonds,

Concluded From Last Wesk.

But, Mr, Preaident, this means mors,
3t means an interest, these bonds are
not pald—an Interest charge to the
people of the United States of 120,000,
000 during the next ten years, making
$520,000,000 when the bonds are pald, It
means even more than that, It means
that at the end of ten years there will
be no money In the treasury with which
10 pay the bonds. They will be re-
funded and go on from year to véur
fin A great blanket mortgage upon the
property and industries of the country,

Mr, President, when Grover Cleveland,
Iate of Buffalo, came Into power the
socond time, the annunl Interest charge
to the U'nlted Btates was anbhout §27.000,-
00, possthly more than that. After foup

vars of the delights and sweels and
Blesningn of the gold standurvd under
his administration the annual Interest
charge 1o the United States grew to
aboul $4,000,000, Buppose Mr. Cleve.
land had followed out the platform and
tenets of hin party and had Kept the
promises made In this chamber In 1563
by His rpresentatives, and bad caused
sllver to be colned freely and upon
terms of  equality  with gaold, there
would not hnve bheen the sllghtest neces.
®ity for Increasing the bonded Indebted.
ness 2600000, as was done, Now
it I8 proposed by this bill to Increass
the nonual interest charge to the gov.
oernment §12,000,000 more, or about §46)-
000,900 annually.

Mr, President, when we are discugs.
ing the gold queetion, 1 should ke to
know from the senntor from lows (Mr,
Allison), who s In charge of this bill,
or from any other senitor of the finance
committes, where we ure to obtain the

gold with which to pay these bonds,
and how we are to obtain 1t? The drain
upon the gold of the United Hintes

amounts (o $325,000,000 annually; and
where Is It to come from, unless we
Are to enter upon a period of enldlesy
fssuen of gold-bearing obligations until
the credit of the nation shall be broken
down and the people and the govern.
ment ghnll go into bankruptey ?

England and other nantlons of Europe
take from us every year $3206,000,000 in
gold, vr gold equivalent In the form of
Interest charges, transportintion
charges, and expenditures of money by
Ameorican cltlzens visiting abroad, Oy
annual output of gold amounts to about
$40,000,000, ane-half of which §s con.
sumed in the artg, or proactically one-
half, How are we to gbtain the gold
to pay these enormoug chuarges, to say
nothing about paying the principal of
the debt when It fallg due?

My honorable frlend from Nevada
(Mr. Stewart) complained about this a
few moments ngo, and sald that vur
clvillgntion was belng reduced by |t
Mr. President, unfortunately that state-
ment I% true, I wianted then to call
his attention, ag 1 call it now, to  ihe
fact that It Is the purpose of the gold
power to reduce the civilization of
Amoerica; it 8 the purpose of this
power to wield such an influence over
our Institutions and our people that
they will be made mere hewers of wood
and drawers of water,

Does any man need an (llustration
more complete than Ig to be found In
the last presidential election? It haa
been charged, and never digputed, that
816,000,000 were used by the republican
party in that clection—3$16,000.006 w car-
ry a party into power In a government
where the ballot s supposed to be
free and where every minn Is supposed
bo vote without interference or Interrup«
tion: and yet so open and so notorlous
has become this political prostitution
that these charges puss unrefuted.

Mr, President, the elvilization of the
Unitvd States i involved in thlg Issce,
JIf the great mass of the people can be
kept working and tolling year by year,

lelding all above what is necessary for

ere existence from thelr sur plus earn.
Ings to this gold power to pay interest
charges and denta, that s exactly what
that power wants; thnt s exactly what
it has endeavored Lo accomplivh, and
what It has almost suecocded In accom-
plishing. The renatur from Nevada
need have no concern about 1t accome-
plshing Its purpose unless there s
virtue enough in the American people
to rise up and shake off this Influence
effectually,

Mr. President, a tidal wave of pa-
triotiam Is rolling over the country. The
Mpagce-at-any-price men” of four or five
woeks ago are leading In the war today.
The men who were laggrards five weeks
ago, saylng the couniry should come
promise Ite honor, should compromi=e
everything for peace, and permit the
women and children of Cuba to starve
by thousands, as they are starving now
—and before we get Into Cuba they
will all be gone by sturvation—those
men have put themselves at the hoad
of the processlon, and are carrying (he
flag, and we are In the rear, beating
the drums and sounding the fifes,

Mr. President, the Moloch of greed In
to be satistied at any price. On the
21st of last month we declared on high
Christian grounds, on grounds of civiliz.
atlon—even sarller than that, T think--
that we would Intervene in the affalrs
between Spaln and Cuba to put a stop
to ungpeakable crueity, Within 8 miles
of our shores MO old men, bova,
women, and sucklings had beon starved
to death. The civilized world would not
pland It longer But here we were,
the glant of the western continent, anli
1 think when properly organized the
most powerful nutlon on earth In all re-
ppects, gitting down supinely, watching
the process of extermination go on in
Cuba with scarcely a protest against it

After a time, Mr. Pregident, there
came A quick+ned public sentiment and
& demand that something be done: and
we all remember how the peace-at-any-
price men skirmished for delay—delay
until the peaple of Cuba could be com.

elled to assume a $500,000.000 interest-
Lnrinz abligations, When that 4id not
succeed, the peace-at-any-price men fell
In and put themselves at the head of
the processlon, and they have been
running the war since then,

Mr. Presldent, when will the war
terminate. If It closes when the bhond
and franchise determines It shall, it
will close only when they force from
the remnants of the people of Cuba and
the other islands fAnancial conditions
which wil) satisfy them: and 1t will not
terminate soconer than that unless there
{8 a popular uprising that can not be
resisted. So we are marching under
the gold standard today, If at all, and
our Aeets are salling under the stand-
ard of the peace-at-any-price men.
Every interest of our country, even Lhe
patriotism of the country, must be
colned into obligations bearing Interest
when there |8 pot the slightest necessity

for It
Ar. Rawlins—WIll It ioterrupt the

genator If 1 ask permission to have a
bill lald before the sennle?

Mr. Allen—For action?

Mr, Rawlins—Yes, sir,

Mr. Allen—1 can not suffer an Inter-
ruption to pass & bill st this time, bo-
coupe I am nearly through, and 1 would
not want my remarks so ruthlessly cut

Ih two and g0  unceremonlously de-
etroyed. 1 shall be through In & mos
ment.

I want to put myself on record as

being now, as [ have nlways been,
nuninst the lssuance of bonds at al),
and I hope ta see the time come when
congress will have patejiotism enough
Iy both branches of It to take awny the
powey from the secrétary of the treas.
ury to Iseue bonds, unless speflenlly ao.
thorized to do wo, When there Is necen.
sity, Mr. Prestdent, for the jssuance
af bonds and that recesrity s presented
to congress, the secretary of the Lreas-
ury will never be without It. Congress
will confer that authority whenever it
Is necessary, bul It I8 a most dangers
ous power to place In the hands of a
subordinate officer. The constitution
devolves on congress the whaole financia.
policy of the natlon—the power to tax,
the power to ralse revenue, the powhr |
to coln money, the power to emit bills
of credit, the power ta control the en.
tire financial poliey of the nation—and
s it possible, Mr. President, that thers
Is more wisdom In an AvVerage secre-
tary of the treasury than there is In
both branches of congress?

A continuing power to lssue bonds
never would have been given In the
cenrly dava of the republic,. And yet the
gecretaries of the treasury have de-
gired 20 much to use the power that
they have Issued bonda in abeolute vio.
Intion of law., There was not a bonid
Issued of the $263,000,000 under the ad-
ministration of Urover Cleveland that
Ig not abgolutely vold, John G, Car-
lisle had no more power to {g2ue bonds
than my distinglughed friend from
Loulglana (Mr. McEnery) had at that
time or at this,

There I8 not a4 word In the statutes,
ind there was not a4 word there then,
nuthoriging the gecretary of the treas.
ury to IRsue bondg; and I say in the
fuce of hin friends here that he violated
the duties of his oMece and the con-
stitution of the United Swates when he
tovued thoge bonds, Yet so strong I8
this power,” that that man, who had
been the champlon of sllver for years
in this chamber and outside of It, bowed
to Itg yoke, and exceeded hin authority
Jdn the issuance of bonds, simply to pla.
cite the money power,

What Is to be expected, Mr. Presi-
dent, of o country where a thing of that
kind can take place with Impunity?
oes every man know that civillzation
le Imperiled when a great publie offf.
cor, in definnee of his duty, In violn-
tion of the statute, In violntion of the
constitution, can ereate a debt for the
peaple to pay, that will be a burden on
them for generations to come?

We are Hkewise informed that the
present secretary of the treasury thinks
he has the power to lssue bonds, N
doubt he thinks k0. He represents sim.
ply one class of people, and that ls the
cent-per-cent class go aply described by
Mr. Dickens In the Veneering family,
Do you suppose the secretary of Lhe
treasury for 4 moment thinks of the
man who tolls and labors and strug-
glea for a living? He cares ne more
for him than for & beast of burden, He
I only one of the small factors In the
necumuintion of wealth, And yet It
I# true that no man can become tLhe
head of the treasury department of the
United States who doea not go there as
the pet of this particular money power
and 1o administer the affalrs of the
government In Its interests,

I have nothing to fear from the sec-
retary of the treasury, and I certainly
have no love for his administration of
hig office. T say that his policy 18 to
Keep up the Interest obligations on the
people until every man, woman and
child of the 75000000, and the 100,000,-
1M that are to come pretty soon, will
be the bond slave and the servant of
the few. and our government will pass,
as It s rapidly passing tiday, from a
republic to an offensive aristocracy,

I have nothivg to say as (o the polley
we are likely te pursue in the pressnt
war It wouid not be proper tor me
to eritcise what hag been done or what
has nat been Jdome thus far. 1 do not
propoge by anvihing 1 may say at this
timie o at pny other time to lay any
abstruction in the road of the president
of the United States In condueting this
war toon successtul termination, [ can
nat, however, resist the temptation of
calling attention incldentally to  this
fact, ta which 1 have referred, 1 think,
during my remarks

We stavted out to relleve the recon-
centrados of Cuba, who were starving
to death, who, 1T am Infarmed by comn.
petent and proper authority, are now
dying by the thousands daily, and we
have not taken to them one morsel of
bread, not a particle of ralment, nor a

cup of water with which to assuage
their thirst. ‘They are suffered to die
today, a2 they were dying months sg.
The very purpaose for which this war
was Inaugurated—to carry out a Chris-
tlan clvilization and to relleve those
people—has been abandoned, and they
are suffered to starve more efiviually
than they were befors the war was
declared,

Mr. President. 1 will vote avery dol.
lar and gvery man necgssary Lo success.-
fully conduct the war, | fee! somewbat
Inter=sted In It because I received from
the effete ennt 8 day or two ago a
newspaper clipping saying that Popullst
| Allen from Nebraska was largely re-
|t|u n¥ible for the agitation that hrought
nbout the war and wanting tu hnow
|why T d4id not entéer the army. Mr
President. you know there are a great
many patriots nowadays who are not
particuiarly con erned about going Into
the army themselves, but desire some.
body else to do so

1 served through one war.
had th honor of being In
where you and I, Mr. President (Mr.
Miils in the chalr), were on opposite
eldes; and yet, as 1 gald to my amiable
and good friend “rom Wistonsin (Mr
| Bpoaner) some weeks ago, If It becomes
| necesary to have mare men, 1 will res
gign my position If he will resign his
and we will take our niuskes and go
side by slde as private scldiers and dis.
charge our duty as Lest we can,

Mr. Bpooner—That strikes me as a
very poor sort of patriotlam

Mr, Allen—It may be, but I th'nk
otherwise.

Mr. Spooner—The senator s willing,
It It becomes necessary in order to serve
the government and vindicats the na-
ticnal honor, 1o g9 into the army for

I think 1
8 battle

that purposs, It somebody else will
also go.

Mr. Allen—The renator and 1 served
about the same length of thne In the
Inst war on che same side;, but the
senator was wearing shoulder stieps at
that time, and 1 was carrying a mus-
ket and knapsact,

M. Epooner—I ssrvad a while without
any shoulder straps, or any other
adorne ent exceot a knapsack.

Mr, Allen—Not very long.

Mr. 8pooner—Long enough,

Mr Allen—Not long enough to Injure
you The senator wes riding a horse
and rsas drawing a good salary, and he
had a servant to cook for him, and all
those things, 1 did not I was the
fellow who carried the knapsack and
the gun,

Mr. Bpooner—Perhaps you cooked,

Mr. Allen—No: 1 was the man who
carried the knapsack and a gun: and
I walked; 1 did not ride. 1 cooked
somelimeans, too,

Mr. Spooner—Nor did T aver ride. |
walked

Mr. Allen—You had a rignt to ride,

Mr., Bpooner—1 hnd no right to vides,

Mr., Allen—Aga n major?

Mr, Bpooner—1 was not & major

Mr, Allen—Then 1 beg yousr pardon,

Mr. Bpooner—] was a capwnin of an
Infaptry company and marched with
my company.

Mr. Allen=But you did not have La
chrry any knnpsack; I know that

Mr. Bpooner—"erhaps I Al nnt,

Mr. Allen—That Is the reasin 1 make

the proposition I do to the sepator,
We gre about the same age, and 1
want to see him carry n muskst and 1

am willing to go with him and carry
one, too, 1 do not want to be praomated
to the position of assistant adjutant
general or assitant commissary general
or anything of that kind. My appli-
catirn 8 not on Ale. T want to go
uniler these chhvumstances if It s neces.
sury; but I gay to my friend frankly
that 1 do not want to go at my oage
unlees IL I8 necepsary,

But, Mr. President, spenking Seri-
cuely, there ought not to be a eitizgen
of the United States who, as n last
resort, would not be willing to lay
his life upon the altar of his country
In this great war against a nation whose
people have for two thousand years
been the known assassing of the world,
that we may drive them [from this
continent, from the Phillppines, from
Cuba and Puerto Rico; and, Mr. Presi.
dent, If 1 had the power, 1 would drive
them from the Canary Islands, the Cape
Verde Islands, and from the peninsula
ftself und destroy them, In the hope
that out of thelr sickly clvilization there
might grow a greater and a better na-
tlon.

It I= barely possible, sir, that the
time has come, which was contemplated
by certaln men, when the struggle be-
tween the Anglo-Saxon and the Latin
I« at hand, It mey be that we are en-
tering that perfod where a long strug-
gle, extending over years, s about Lo
be entered upan with uncertain re-
sults, It was not altogether unwise In
n distingulshed English statesman to
call attention & few days ago to the
probable necessity of closer relatlona
betweon the English speaking and (Ger-
man speaking peoples. And yet, Mr.
Prestdent, 1 have taken, as [ shall In
the future, a firm «tand agalnst any
alllance between this country and Eng-
Innd until England shall be willing to
da by Ireland what we do by our
atates—eive them sgelf-government and
abisolute home rule,

—_——u
Fortunes Made From War,
Fortunes have been made by the
manipulation of war loans; at the be-
glnning of the rebelllon the national

bond {ssue and the stability of the gov-
ernment, which made the bonds of
value, were both regarded with doubt,
The loan could not be negotiated abroad
owing to England's secret but bitter
hostility to the north, and to the mis-
trust of the Rothschilds. The late Jay
Cooke, a western banker, ugdertook the
sale of these bonds; he placed the orig-
Inal $5.20 loan of $530,000,000—as well as
subsequent loans, which In the aggre-
gate amounted to over $1,000,000,000, This
i ald to have been one of the most
remarkable achlevements In the history
of the world's finances. Hia profita from
the undertaking ran up into the mil-
lons, but It was & service of paramount
importance to the United States,

The placing of the Internal revenue
tax—a wAr measure to Increase the In-
come of the government—was not with-
out Its apportunity for aggrandizement,
Certain grave senators are sald to have
made comfortable fortunes by peddling
what were known as “whisky tips.”
These tips—the standard price for
which seems to have hesn about $10,.
0 —were eagerly sought by specula-
tors, who bought and stored large quan-
tites of whisky. knowing 1t would ad-
vance In price the moment the tax
was placed upon It

One year prior to the war, cotton
sold at 11% cents a pound in the mar-
kets of the world! Two vears later It
was selling at 24% cents, this rise, and
those which followed, forcing it up to
65 cents, and affecting the price of all
dry goods.

Having foreseen the condition that
war would necessarlly create In the
sauth, A. T. Stewart, Now York's great
dry goods merchant., had bought and
stored milllons of yards of eotton goods
of all descriptions. Tn a single year from
this source he realizged $9.000,000,

Deviin & Co, of New York, a great
wartime Arm of clothlers, profited In &
somewhat similiar way. When it was
seen that war was imminent they pur-
chased all the cloth they could find in
the market sultable for uniformes. and
not even walting for the eall for troops
begun the manufacture of overcoats
and army clothes. They had 75,000 of
these sacked and ready for shipment
when the president's call for men came,
and these uniforms were worn by the
first troops that mwarched to the front,
It was during the first year of the war
that the word “shoddy”” came into use
It was applled to the worthless gar-
ments furnished the government by dis.
honest contractors, but after the first
year the giving out of contracts was po
well managed that frauds of this sort
beeame well night impoasible.

It was the rise in the price of cotton

that made blockade running profitable
to English ship owners. The cargoes
were sent out to Bermuda or Nassau
|and there transferred to the fast steam-
ers that were to make the hazardous
| run to some confederate port, The
| profits were so great that a single sue-
cessful run would more than pay for
the best steamer afloat and meet *he
expenses of the voyage Into the bar-
gnin. How It flourished, and what in-
ducements it had o flourish, may be
Judged from the fact that during the
war the blockading fleet took or de-
stioved more than 700 vesscla engaged
In the trade,

- .

Japanese Commercial Schonls—The
Japanese have established voemmereinl
gchoois where the methods of commeres
nnd business practios are taught. The
whalé aystem, according to the Lonfon
[and China Telegrauh, ls one to which
L even Anglo-Baxon countries have not

yot attained. Among the modern fea.
[ tures of government which exist in
Japan are government-owned raflways
and telegraphs, and, of course, postal
savings banks.

A WAR ROMANGE,
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Buchanan, In Rouletourt county, Vir-
ginla, vestling high in the Bilue Ridge
mountalng, In a valley formed by loft-
ler peaks, (8 one of the little towns
which experienced an abnormal Infa.
tion during the boom which visited the
state, followed by such Ignominlous re.
Hults ne are described by Aesop In his
narative of the ambitious frog. Its
gEruss-grown boulevards, silent factories
and bullding lots are mute reminders
of the vanity of human asplirations
when reared upon an insuficlent foun-
datlon, One moves about them with
A sense of melancholy as among the
corpses of dead Wopes. The chimerical
feature of the little village lles west of
ite inhabited portion,

To the east of It n few binckened,
‘Bpidly diminishing riine tel) of its past,
The town Is sltunted on the right bank
Of the Jumes river, and a bridge which
spanned the stream at this point was
fired by McCausinhd in his retreat be-
fore Averill In 1864, the flames from
which, communicating with adjacent
bulldings, had wrought this work of
destruction, The only authenticated ro-
mance of the war which has come to
my knowledge grew out of the wunion
Eeneral’s ten days’ halt there, but ait
with me on the verandah of the old-
fashioned brick house, which stands on
the main street of the village, and listen
to the story as [ heard It from the lips
of the aged housekeeper of ita heroine,

"A generation,” the old lady began,
“has been born and has reached matur-
Ity since that June day in 1864, and yet 1
recall ity events with far more vividness
than the happenings of vesterday. 1
have only to cloge my eyes to pee agaln
the little band of confederates, faint
with fasting and fatigue. as they pass.
ed along the street yonder. The villag-
era had rifled their smoke houses and
pantries In preparation for their com-
Ing. As they neared this house, Ml
dred, Colonel  Carrington’s  young
daughter, and I stood at the gate and
distributed the contents of two Immense
baskets among them: and when these
were exhausted our own frugal dinner
was taken from the fire and distributed
to those who were still unsupplied
Then, breathless with anxiety, for they
were hotly pursued by the enemy. we
watched them until the last retreating
form was swallowed up In the distance
It was well that they had lnst no time,
for at thls moment Averill, arriving at
the opposite side of the river, and sup.
posing them =till In range, opened his
battery dpon the town, A large cellay
extends benenth thi=s houge, and our
terror-stricken nelighbors and ourselves
rought refuge In 1L, for shot rattled
aromund us like hall, and shells burst In
our very midst. How long the oan-
nonading continued I eannot say, but
when the unlon general discovered that
It was directed only agninst helpless
women and children and not less help-
less 0ld men, It coased, and we emerged
from our hlding place. As we did so
tha roar and erackle of blazing timbers
met our egre. and black fascending
smoke clouds, Issuing from the lower
end of the village, told us that It was
In flames

“*“The town iz on fire, Catherine,” Mil.
dred cried, wringing her hands, ‘Oh
think how many will be made homeless
and destitute!” Then, a sudden resolve
seizing her, 'T will go to them! she ex-

Cluimed. "Who knows what service 1
may be able Lo render’
“Don't! 1 Implored, puttineg forth

both hands to detain her. “Think of the
riek you run. Think of my anxiety in
regard to you!

*Kittie! she sald, turning back for
an instant and lifting her beautiful,
earnest face to mine, ‘nelther your fears
nor my own should prevent me doing
an evident duty. Besldes, you must not
be anxlous about me. 1 am strong anid
active, and will be very eareful.’ Then
with sudden anguish in her vaice, 'Oh
these are preclous, preclous moments |
Aam wagting,” and so payving she tor
herself from me and was gone,

“I hud taken ner, with her siater, an
infant of a few hours, ag a dyving be-
quest from their mother just four years
before, The welght of the responsibility
had never borne so heavily upon me ns
now, however, with thelr father away
In the army, and Mildred bursting Into
a lovely flower, Into womanhaod, and as
she sped away down the stroet and dis.
appeared behind the drab smoke curtain
which parted to recelve her. 1 stood
leaning upon the gate to walch for her
return.

“At this moment the sovnd of elat-
tering hoofs amote upon my ear, and
a unlon soldier, hisg horge white with
foam, dashed past me, fAourishing o
glittering sward In the alr He had
discovered a ford at the opposite en
of the village and was the first federa’
to enter the town. The rest soon fol-
Towed They had gathered bhouquets
of the maountain ivy. with which the
wonds were jus=t then festooned, fas-
tening them to the ends of their bavo-
nelR,

“Ar they passed down the strest, the
ban:d at thelr head plaving ‘Hall Colum-

bin,' they looked 1Wke n moving par-
terre, but I searcely heeded them In
my asgony, for how wans she to maks

her woaw back to me through this throne
of hostile soldlery. After what seemedd
to me ta be hours of wretched waitineg 1
saw tie gleam of a white dress amia?
the uniformed ranks, and Midrad with
downronst eves and blanched chesks
came# Loward me, escorted by a unlon
officer. She passed qulekly through the
pute, which 1 held apen Lo recelve her
and as she took my band In her 1T felt

how she trembled
Rt ghe gald, Aravwing me for.
ward, ‘thig Is Captain Crawfond, Gonern!

Averiit's ala
bringing me

He hap heen very kind ir
back tno vou, and in help

ng our frivnds 1o save their property.’

1 was profuse in o my acknowledge
ment hut the stranger walved them
gaying as he wiped the moisture fron

Il:"' I\:..-l
handyarc)

11 T ipay he pardoned the Hberty, 1
would =ugeest that just now you keep
a clogey survelllance over your young
chavees, This Is rearcely a time when—'
1 think he would have sald ‘heatuiful

with a marvelous cambri
P

bt be checked himself and, after a mo-
ment's hogitation, added: ‘When n
young indy may go abroad in safety

without a protector.”

“There ls an expresgion which 1 have
more than once observed in a certain
shade of gray evep—a lonk of absoluts
f-nricesness and crystalline honesty—
thiat 1 have gseen In no other color, Cap-

tailn Crawford’'s eves had that look, and
as8 he stood before me on that spot
Jjust inside the inclosure 1 thought |

had never beheld a nobhler countenance

"We weres very fortunate in having
made his acquuintance, for he at once
stationed two guards upon the prem-
Ises, with a third to occupy 4 room In
the house nt night It was nlso a rellef

to find that our friend hims:if was
algo within hall, for General Averill se-
tected the 1ot dlagonally opposite our

own as ks Feadavariers. It surround-
od the Preshyvierian parsonage, the oe-
cupants of which filud nt the approach

of the efemy, and with its well-kept
lH“l’\ "]’" n\"‘|!‘"1". 1.‘?'\!’ treas WAaASs A
lovely spot. It was gay with the tents

of the oMeera, and we could hsar the
sound of their lnughtsr and murmuring
voloes as they lounged about. smoking
and playlng carda, The band, Loa,

the verandak In the moonlight tha
general's lovely volee singlng ‘Then
You'll Remember me,’ and other famil-
Iar airs to the nccompaniment of a gul-
tar was wafted to ua on Lhe breeze.

“Captain Crawford was over bright
and early next morning to ask how we
had fared durlug the night, I observed
that his right hand was bound up, and
that his cheeks and eyes were feverish,

“l1 was so unfortunate as to burn It
at the fire yesterday,” he sald in reply
to my Inquiries in regard to it, “and In
consequence of not having it dressed 1
had rather a bad night of it.”

"“'But why was it not dressed? I
agked. ‘You must have surgeons at
hand.*

“The Captain's face Nushed hotly, He
hesitated for a moment, and then sald
with ‘evident effort:

" ‘The truth Is, T dldn't care to enter
into any explanations as to how the n-
Jury was received,’

“An awkward silence followed this ad-
misgion, and then Mildred sald, speak-
Ing very slowly:

" 'Let me gee your hand.’

“He tugged at the bandage for a fow
moments, saying, as he stretehed forth
the wounde dmember;

“I'm afrald it's rather an unsightly
oblect.*

“Unuightly! The term was a mild one
with which to describe |t. The palm
was raw, and the back and fingers ter.
ribly blistered, A slght of this sort
always had a particularly unpleasant
effect upon me, and I turned away feel-
Ing faint and 11

“Mildred, too, grew pale.

*‘Walt a moment,' she sald hurrying
?way. ‘while 1 gét something to put on

t.:

"8he moon returned, holding In one
hand a saucer of flaky lard, and in the
other raw cotton and soft linen for
bandages,

“'You gee, 1 have only confederate
remedies,” she sald, as they placed
themselves opposite each other in the
hall,

“1 kept them In view, sitting here on
the verandah, and 1 could see how deft-
ly she coversd the cotton with  the
soothing oilntment, and how skillfully
dhe geparated the wounded fingers, and
wrapped them about with it,

““This finger," Captain Crawford said,
Indleating the litle ninger of his right
hand, 'ls the only one that has escaped,
but the ring'—turning the plain gold
hand which encircled It about as he
spoke—‘cuts Into the one next lt, and
must come off.'

“He held 1t between the thumb and
forefinger of his uninjured hand, while
Mildred placed the other In the sling
which she had fastenesd about his neck,

1 helleve,' he sald, as, having fin-
Ished her task. she gathered her slmple
npphiances together ag if for departure,
vou would feel repald for all the trou.
e you have taken If you knew how
nuch more comfortable you have made
me. 1 am all the more grateful,” he ad-
ledd, ‘because I know what a staunch
ittle confederate you are.’

UEIP thine enemy thirst,” ' quoted
Midred, Half under her breath, as if
*iving utterance te thought which had
il the while been running through her
mind.

““For heaven's snke, don't heap coala
if fire on my head.” Inughed Crawford,
putting forth a deprecating hand. ‘1
have had quite enough of that already.
Hegides,” smiling down upon her, 'l am
not your enemy.’

" “You are the enemy of my country.’
she gald vehemently, the blood rushing
ta her cheeks, 1 could more readlly for.
glve you If you were my own.'

1 don't even admit that,” he sald,
speaking very gently, “The truth Is, we
underatand things differently. that's all
According to my way of thinking., the
North and South are necessary to each
nther—as necessary as the man (s to
the woman, and the woman to the man
What would this country be today, do
vou suppose, If It had not been for the
New England element In It? Why, the
hardy northerners, with the study qualj-
ties whirh are thelrs by inheritance,
toughened by the circumstandes of thelr
wit, are the bone and sinew of our body
politle, And what would we do with-
out the South, and the southern wo-
men.' he added, his eye kindling as it
rested upon her upturned face, ‘the
most feminine that God ever made?

“Mildred's eveg drooped. ‘You must
rame bhack agaln,' she sald, turning
a second time to go, ‘If 1 can be of any
use to you.'

“‘Don’t leave me,” he begged ‘1 want
you to put my ring on for me, Recol-
'ect how helpless T am. There,” &8 she
complied with hls request, ‘see how
wnge It I, T had no Idea there was
w much difference In the size of my
hands. ‘Won't you,” he said pleadingly,
irawing nearer to her, ‘wear, it for me
until my burns are healed? 1t was my
mother's wedding ring. She put it upon
my hand almost the last thing before
the dled, exacting a promise from me
‘hat 1 would never he guilty of any-
thing which 1 should be ashamed to
“ave her know. 1 have always trled to
keep that promise, but [ believe T coulid
¥eep it better If I Knew that you, too,
had worn the ring.’

“Mlldred lonked up. There were tears
in the beaulitful, pleading eyves, They

ffaced in an Instant the lines which
‘actional feeling had drawn belween
them: and, Impelled by kindred sorrow,
<he stretched forth her slender right
hand,

“*Not that one,’ he whispered, and,
‘Ingering long over the task, he placed
‘he ring upon the third finger of her
feft hand,

“Captain Crawford came morning and
ovening to have his hand dressed. 1
wine never far away cn these occas-
ons, and, although his words were not
ilways audible, 1 could see how earnest
s foce was, and 1 atso noted the an.
swering emotion In Mildred's own  ex-
nresslve counteEnanoee,

“The evening before Averill left Bu.-
hanan he came again, and they stood
wgether in the moonlight in this very
spot. T was sitting just inside the hall
loor holding Margaret, who had fallen
isleep In my lap, and walting for a
servant to put her to bed, for she was
o0 heavy for me to carry.

“*I have come.' T heard Crawford say,
te bid you good bye. We leave early In
the morning, and I can scarcely hope to
82 you again’

*8omething followed which I 4id not
cateh: then 1 heard him speak again,
this time with pleading earnestness.

“But you will wear It as a token of
forgiveness—as aAn assurance that you
lo not despise me as | desplae myseifr
for a course which, under the circum-
stances, would seem base and unmanly.
Relleve me,” he continued, his wvolce
growing more and more tender,'l should
never have revealed the feeling which 1

have for you had [ possessed the
strength to concesl It
T could hear how Mildred's wvolce

trembled In reply to him, but her words
sacaped me, A brief sllence followed,
in which Margaret's regular breathing
ind my own heart throbs were distinet-
ly audible. Then there was 4 tremu-
ious ‘Ciond bless you" from Crawford
and T heard bim turp from her and go
jown the brick walk and out through
the EAte,

When the union troops had left Bu-
‘hanan 1 ouserved that Crawford's ring
was still on Mildred's finger. but it had
never been my way to seek her confi.
ience, and | made no comment upon it

l.etters, too, which 1 was sure ware
foviam Wl cantinies) ta oorme to bar far

months after their departure. I could
see how pleased she looked as she read
them, and then how angry with herself
that she was pleased.

It was when her father was brought
home, shot through the heart in one of
the battles around Richmond, and lald
in that roem yonder, dressed for his
last Juourney in his worn suit of gray,
that she first spoke of the ring.

“'Was 1 wrong to promise to wear
It, Kittie?" she said, clinging to me and
weeping:

“*No,' I answered, putting my arms
about her, ‘He deplored thix criuel bloods
shed as much as any of us, bul he ra-
sponded to the call of his native state
as he—pointing to the darkened cham-
ber where lay the sllent gleeper—did to

his. Each was actuated by a sense of
duty., Neither could have done other
wige.'

“The termination of the war follow-
ed close wupon Colonel Carrington's
death, ushering In a period of death
und depression far harder to bear than
the actual hostilities théemeelves, and
for a time only Mildred's little school
kept the gaunt wolf of want from our
door,

Fifteen years went by. We had been
to our bahy Margaret's wedding, and,
waving our adieus to her, had seen her
drive away, a happy laughing bride.

“It was In the carly autumn, and It
had grown chlilly as the evening ad-
vanced, but 1 think It was more for the
gnke of cheeriness than the warmth
that we had lighted a wood fire In the
Hbrary on our return, and drawn our
chairs In front of it, The brea%k In our
little clrele had saddened us, and we
were sitting there absorbed Iin our own
thoughts when a ring at the bell was
followed by the entrance of a visitor.

“It was the village postmaster, who,
seating himself in the chair we had
wheeled forward for his reception, drew
a letter from his pocket and handed it
to Mildred.

“'Read that," he sald, ‘and tell me If
you can tell what It means.*

“She drew nearer to the light and as
she seanned the contents the blood re-
trated from her very lips, T led the old
man Into the discussion of the latest
bit of goesip that she might recover
herself, for 1 knew, as If by intuition,
who the letter was from,

“As she retored It to him she turned
to me, saying with a laugh. ‘It's some
one making Inquirtes about me™Kittie.
We are to come Into possession of a
fortune, after all, Who knows?"

“*Do you remember,' she asked after
our guest had gone, ‘General Averlll's
ald, who was so kind to us during the
war?

“*'Remember him,'
course 1 do.'

“That letter was from him.' she sald
softly. 'He wanted to know if T were
«tlll here, and If a letter addressed to
me by my old name would reach me,
or if 1 had exchanged it for another.'

“rAnd that gecond letter.” I sald, ‘If It
I8 what I think. you will not steel your

I repeated, ‘of

heitrt agalnst him—promise me that,
Mildred.
“She was silent, but T read the ’n-

swer tomy question In her drooped face
and Aushing cheak,

“They were married a few montha
afterward; married in the little church
yonder, very quletly, for was not her
father sleeping near? The ring which
had =0 long encireled her finger was
removed by the hand that had placed
in there, but it was restored a moment

afterward—restored with the solemn
words of the marriage service, and be-
came the emblem of their plighted
troth,"

It was the Last Straw.

The highway ran through a plece of
thick woods, with a amall clearing and
a dilapidated cabin to the right. A
glout rope was stretched across the road
and as 1 reached it T noticed a man sit-
ting on the cabin steps, and after pus-
#ling & little 1 called out:

*“1a the road blocked beyond?”

“Not as 1 know of,"” he replied.

“It Is & toll road?"

“Never heard It was."

“But there Is a rope here to stop
travelers.™

“Yes: I put it there., "he replied.
“Stranger, git down from yer hoss and
come along over here.”

1 did as requested, and found him a
long, lean man, with a tone of com-
plaint in his volce and an exuression of
martyrdom on his face. Inside the
door, rocking to and fro and smoking
her plpe. was a middle-aged woman
whom I took to be his wifle,

“What is the object of that rope?* 1
asked as I stopped beside him,

“It's to make folks halt and turn In
here.'" he replied In a husky volce.

“But why db you want them to turn
in here?"

"To hear my story, sah. | want to
talk to you about ten minits, and then
I''l drap the rope and you can go on
Stranger, do you see weeds and thistles
and bresh around you?"

“Plenty of them.,” 1 answered as I
looked over his small clearing.
“And do you take notice of this

shackelty ole cabin which Is ready to
fall down any day?"

.-l dn.!i

““And what do you reckon we've got
in the cabln to eat and drink?"’ he con-
tinued as his volce broke and grew
pathetic. “True as you live, sah, we
haln’t got nothin® but mighty pore co'n
me&l not fitten fur hawgs.'

“Well, that's bad."

“And look at me stranger—look at
me!" he almost sobbed as he rose up
like a scare crow. “I'm redooced (Lo
rags. I've had ager every other day
fur the last two years. I hain't tasted
whisky or terbacker fur months!"

“That's hard lines,” I replied in a
consoling way.

“I should say it wuz! I mout hev bin
a big lawyer or run for office, but I cum
up yere to squat in this place to please
that woman in thar! I did it bekase I
loved her. My love fur her has redooced
me to this, and yit what did she do arter
all this?™ -

T have no idea."”

“Wall, you won't belleve it when I
tell you. Arter all this, sah—arter all
this bein’ redooced and sufferin' fur her
sake—arter growin' poorer and poorer
titl the only thing we've got left Is
a wondehuck skin wuth two bits, she
gits up this mawnin' and calmly sayvs
to me that she wants to take It to
town and sell it fur snuff! Ar' ye lis-
tenin' to me, stranger—ar' ye listenin’
to what I say?"

I réeplied that T was; and he wiped a
tear from elther eye and let his voice
quaver as he struck the door with hig
fist and continued:

“And that shows ye how a man kin
be made a fule ofthrough his love, and
how my ole woman wants to roll in
riches while T starve, and how the worm
kin turn, ¥'ll drap the rope now and
you kin pass on, but you jest tell folks
that the worm has turned at last, and
that Andrew Jackson Danvers hain't
got no woodchuck skin to trade fur
snuff—not in his dyin® life!™

Rallroad cars can be quickly unload.
ed by a new machine which is provided
with a section of tubing large enough
to receive the car, which runs In on
two ralls. after which the tube 1s )ifted
and rolled upward at an angle until
the top of the chute is reached, an

opening In the tube permitting the load
to fall joto the chute "
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