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M'KINLEY'S WHITE

The War News Coentre of the

Keeps Himself Posted in These Modern Times.
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The war room at the White house
18 Just now the news center of thy
United States, The president Is the

most quickly and the most thoroughly
Informed man in the world concerning
the eventn of the western hemisphers
All of this information comes direct
to the war room, which s specially
equipped ar the recelving center. In
addition te all the oMcial Information,
Including cipher dispatches to the pres
tdent and 10 the hends of the depart
ments, there come to this room by
the courtesy of the Associated Preoss
and all news associntions, all the dis
patches recelved by any of  these
fOUrces

The long and narrow room, for many
yvears occupled by private secrelaries
of presidents, g now the eXceutive man.
glon offtce, and & occupied by him
and his conNdentinl working staff. 1t s
altogether exclusive, ns exclusive, In-
deed, as the president's private office,
1t Is connected with his office and when
the cabinet room, both of which, t0-
gether with the war room, are care-
fully gunrded against the inguisitive
publie

This war room {8 In the southeast
ecorner of exevutive mansion. A south
window overlooks the White lot, re.
freshed with lving green, and  dis- |
cove u in the distance the quiet Polos
mae and the suggestive and mugnifis
cent Washington monument, The east
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| kept up twenty-four hours in the day

ﬁ’orld How the President

snvien of private telephones.  Under
penth are signal Lells connected with
1he desk st every smploye in the bulld.
ing. Besides, there are drawers. plg-
eon hotes, latter files and what not of
regulation oMce desk  convenlences
When Mr, Montgomery goes AWAy -
which lg not for many hours in (he
day —he can closs down the roller top
and shiut in all this mechanism from
the view His assistants are T. H
Netherland, E W. Swithers and a corpe
of expert telegraph operators. This
force works in relays, and the work ia

In this room there are twenly.five
telegraph wires, fifteen specinl tele-
phone wires, and wires of the rallwuy
exohanges, and the long distance tele.
phone system  connected with New
York, Chilcago and every other place
having n long distance telephone. Kx.
clunive direct wires connect with the
senate and with all the cabinet offices,
The automatlc telephone exchange I
used, and there 1= no “hello” girl or
awitchboard, The wires are direct, They
have no #lde connections, The presi-
dent can carry on over these telephones
n confidentinl conversation with the
vice president or any senalor at lha\
other énd of the avenue, or with the |
hend of any of the departments, The
pecret I8 as perfectly pregerved as of
:lwy were locked in the cabinet cham-
wer

“Moat of thig Information must be
worked oul from data obtalned from
firing tests and must be thoroughly as-.
aimilated by the expert artillorist, Then
hy taking ohspryations at tha time of
faring

“The maost important part
wults can bs computed
crtion 8 of courss, 1o locate the tare
get. The Invention which has enabled
us io do this I& gométhing wholly Amer-
ican—=a develepment of our regular ar-
my., which in certain localities I 18 80
much the fashion these days to rumn
down.

of the op-

QUICK WORK, THIS,

“This Invention is the range finder It
looks lke a simple affalr A tall mod.
ern tower, with & substantlal founda-
tion, bullt on a commanding height,
and connected with the guns—perhaps
half a mile distant—by telephane. At
the top in a large 1olescope, ndjusied
on A polished steel circular table, and
gives at any Instunt the direct reading
in azimuth. Another dinl 18 so arranged
that elevation or depresaion of the tele
soope gives Its indicator & correspa nd-
Ing movement This 18 ke the ardl-
nary transit fitted to read vertical an-
gles. But In this case, Ingstead of read.
ing angles of depression, distances ara
indicated In yards to the point where
the sight plerces the water. An adjust-
ment corrects for helght of tide

“It I8 only necessary, then, to point
our telescope at the water line of the
ghip and read directly azimuth and dis.
tance, These are rapldly transmitted
by telephone to the guns and plotted on
a plece of drawing paper. Three of
these observations, twenly seconds
apart, are plotted, and the gun has to
b fired elghty seconds after the |ast

L observation Is taken, or at the end of
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‘'windows disclose that great pile, t)
treasury department, where are Kkej
Uncle Sam’s gtrong boxes from whic
are supplied the munitions of war

The entire wall of the room opposil
the eastern exposure windows is coy
ered with muaps which show every
tall of the present and prospectiy
acenes of military and naval operation:
Chief of these Is 0 map of the worl
taking in the West Indleg and reachin
acrogs Lo Cape Verde and to Spain, an:
thence to the Asiatic countries, Includ
ing the two great oceans, the ecabh
routes and by whom owned, and the
trackse of full powered steamers. Or
the different maps the positions of the
fleets of the United Statea and Spain
are carefully marked by pin flage—red
flags reprerenting the Epanish  ships
and white fiags the ships of the United
Stntes Netween the advices which
come to him by wire and the outline of
the sltustion which these maps and
fags dincloss, the president can follow
pretly closely the naval battles of
Dewey and Sampeon and the rest,

To the left of the entrance door Is a
farge bookease, and adjoining that is
A private telephone booth, shutting oft
the nolse of the roam for the especial
benefit of Secretary Porter, and in front
of that ia the private secretary's desk,
It I8 in no wise like the desk of an
ordinary busy newspaper man. A
glance shows It to be the desk of an
orderly official. Wire baskets for tele-
grams, wicker baskets for letters, the

MASSACHUSET S.

HOW BIG GUNS ARE AIMED.

‘You think you could manage one
f these guns off-hand, do you?" in-
ulred an officer of the reguiar army as
¢ patted one of the modern monster
ung In place at Fort Hamilton,

“Well, If your ordinary enlisted man
an, I think 1 could with a few days’
raining, of course,” replied the civil-
an who had been favored with a view
of the new ordnance.

“That Is one of the most modest
speeches I've heard,” was the ironlenl
ejoinder. *I've spent four years nt
West Point, two at the artillery school
1t Fort Monroe, and T was just con.
gratulating myself on my belng finally
aell prepared for this emergency. And
vol my nervous system hasn't been
tried and I may jumble my logarithms
when I'm under fire."*

The clvilinn stared. “What are you
tiking about?"

“Firing these guna, Did you suppose
we sighted along the top the way Long
Tom used to do In Cooper's story and,
pulling the lanyard, lunded our shol
ten miles nway Just on the point whers
we wanted It to go? That was= the old
way, but today more sclence |s required
and we ~an tell to an Inch where the
projectile we fire will strike.

“Hut It's no child's play, you ma)
be sure, and not only one gunner musi
be gteady, but every man who has any
thing to do with the transmission o
computation of Information connecte:

paper weights and clamps, the pins and

with the ‘laying’ for sighting) of thai

two minutes total time. We have the
location of the target at three diffrent
times, It Is now necessary to compute
where 1t will be at the end of elghty
geconds,

“A vepsel running twelve knots an
hour will pass over 1,200 feet In one
minute or 1,600 feet In elghty seconds,
a0 that If we fired at the point where
she was nt the last observation we
might misgs her 1,600 feet or some frac-
tion of that, depending on the direction
of salling with reference to us. If we
fired point bliank—l. e, alming right
at her—we would miss asg much as she
would pass over In the time of the flight
of the projectile, This, for a ten-thou-
«and.yard range, might be twenly sec-
onds,

ger at A given future Instant, but it is
referred to the position of the range
tower. We must now correct our data
to refer to the gun's position. Then we
are ready to make corrections for drift
due to rifting, efMfect of wind, condition
of atmosphere and abnormal powder
and projectile, The gun is lald with
the resiting data by means of degrees
and minutes marked on the traverse
circle of the gun platform and elevation
dre on the side of the carriage, and we
are vendy to fire. It I8 necessary Lo
allow time—called ‘time of fight'—for
the projectile 1o reach the target at the
ond of the elghty seconds, 80 Lhe guns
must be fired that long uhead of time.
“When you consider that all of this
work must be done In elghty seconds,

hooks and rubbers, the pens and inks|

and stationery, are all carefully ar-
ranged, each in ita proper place. And,
curious to relate, there lies upon this
secretary’'s desk, as f it were of as
much interest as the latest dispatch
from Dewey, the last “Sermon Deliv-
ered by the Rev, David Gregg. LL. D,

The wonderful plece of furniture of
the room is in the opposite corner, be-
tween Lthe east and south windows, and
is the operating desk of the chief exe-
cutive elerk, Benjamin F. Montgomery

Mr. Montgomery's war room desk ap-

peared as complicated to me as the  to

table of logarithms does to & new
school boy, On one side of It there
is & moveable board of telegraphic in.
struments, including Kevs, relays,
sounders and switch This board Is sub-.
ject 1o immediate conenction with tela-
graphic instruments around the world
Just in front of it there I a type.

writer all ready to caltch the messages

On the left
distance tele-

that ¢come from Lthe keye
af the desk Is a long

phone ready to connect withevery other
long distance telephone in the Unlted
In the center is a8 graphophone

Slates

inte which Mr. Montgomery talks mes.

tuges when there s convenlent no oper.
&ior Lo take them and no stenographer

o whom they ran be dictated

-

gun has to be absolutely steady, prompt
and rellable. If you will just imagine
how much of an error &8 surveyor
| would make If he ran a line elght miles
long, having set his bearing one minute
right or left at gtarting, you can ap-
preclate what must be accomplished
in the laying of our modern ordnance,

I “In the days of the civil war ranges
were so short that the gunner had no
difficultly In seeing his targeét and lay-
ing his gun directly upon it. Wind and
gpeed of warget cut no figure, because
| the projectile had such a short distance
pasa over that nelther had time
enough to make any appreciable dif-
ference. But now, when firing at a
target elght miles away, all of these
Ithlns! make themselves felt, There I
|th¢- rifling in the bore, which gives the
| projectile the rotation necessary to keep
it frem tumbling, and which will in
our service carry the projectile to the
right.
the wind, the direction and speed of
the tage!, the temperature and baro-
metric pressure of the alr, which affect
the resistance of the alr to passage of
the projectile. All these things have
to be taken Into account, and they each
vary under all sorts of conditions, so
that they can aonly be figured out for
each partieular shot at

Adjolning the desk on the left 1s n;;un is fired

Then the direction and force of |

the time the

you see that one has to count his time
by fractions of seconds to work like
an automaton, No longer time can be
allowed for computations, etc.,, a8 un-
certalntles Increase as about the fifth
power of the time. This Is where the
discipline of the spoldler comes in, and
it can be acqured only by years of
training

“The alming of the gun |s all sclence
now and needs experts. The firing and
loading are the only work which the
untrained mind can find work at. And

|even in these things, you understand,
! there 18 need of coolness and experience
!for these big fellows are delicate mi-
| chines after all and are worked by lev-
ers. have electrical appliances and are
in ather ways too preclous to trust to
untrained hands,

“This may not sound so dreadful here
in the enlm of & peaceful spring after-
naon But tmagine looking up sines
and cosines, plotting accurate curves
| from mathemetical data, under a hall
of projectiles, with shells and bombs
| bursting all around yow! Fanoy placid.
Iy sighting vour lelescop ¢in the range
tower. which a well directed shot may
cut away from benenth you' And your
hand must not tremble, your mind must
not be Alstracted’”
| The civilian secced rathes impressed

SKETCH OF PORTO RICO.

data is obtained from which re- |

PO T O I R O R R

Porto Rico was discovered by Christo.
pher Columbus in November, 1403,

The island was the “Boringuen™ of
the aborigines,
At the t'me of e digcovery It s

catimnated that there were 600,000 native
inhablitants on the Island

The first Invasion by Spain was In
1610,

in that
army of

de
from

yvear Ponoe
invasion

Leon led
Hayti

nn
nnd

| founded the town of Caparra

Caparra wap soon afterward aban-
doned and 1= new the city Puerto Vieje,

In 1611, with more succese, Ponce de
Leon founded the city of S2an Juan
Paustista, the presenet capital

Hy the end of 1618 Ponce de Leon
had subdued and practically extermin-
ated the native population,

In 1895 Ran Juan was sacked hy
Drake,

Three years |later, 1808, the duke of
Cumberiand attacked the capital and
lnld It waste after three days' fight.
Ing.

In 18156, Baldwin Helnrich attacked

the Castle del Mono, but falled to take
it, and lost his life in the enguge-
ment.

In 1678 the English made an equally
unsuccessful attempt to captyire the
forts protecting the capital.

Abercromble, In 1787, was compelled
to retire after A three days' slege

The firet movement toward a de olarn- |

tlon of Independence on the part of
the Porto Ricans was made in 1820

This firgt struggle was stubborn, but
Spanlgh supremacy was completely re-
edtablished In 1823,

As In all of hert colonles, Spain’s ty-
runyy. barbarity and misrule had by~
come unbearnble.

Cuba and Porto Rico has ginee been

| striving for the sume result—independ-

| slon

ence. So-called antonomy has  been
thrown out to the Porto Ricans, Just as
it has to the Cubans, ns a means of
nbating Insurrections,

The native population, while revolting
agnin and again against Spanish Ly-
ranny, his not possessed courage and
persistence JiKe the Cuban insurgents

Omn mocount of ita small size—aboul
farty by one hundred miles—the inl-
and affords little room for maintain-
Ing., for any considerable time, guerilia
warfare agalnst a4 tralned Spanish
army,

As the aative populntion ls so large,

i promptly helped by expeditions from
outside, the odds would be agninst
Spiin

The most serious uttempt at revolu-
tion wns Iin 186%,

An uprising occurred In Lares In 1869,
but wans over In a day.

Several sympuathetic attempts  to
throw off the yoke of Hpanish oppres.
have been made since the begine-

'ning of the Cuban gtruggle, notably one

in April, 1887, when Infurgents hred the
town of Yauco and operated near Ad-
juntas

The leaders of the rebel band were
captured and tried in secret.
The Cuban revolutionary parly Is

pledged not io accept  Independence
from Spaln unless Porto Rico 19 recog-
nized at the same time

On account of his inability to recon-
clle the Porte Ricans to aulonomy.
General Marin, bltterly hated for his
oppression, was compelled to resign
as governor general of the Island last
December. His cruel regime solldified
the revoluntionary population

The island forms one province of
Spaln, with laws resembling in general
those of the mother country.

It I8 under the command of the gov-
ernor general,who is algo captain gen-
eral of 1t army, and ls assisted by

| a cabinet,

4 |
“We have now the pogition of the tar-

There {8 the usual provinclal assem-
bly. court of clalms. a chief engineer
of public works, a chief engineer of
mines and minor functionaries.

The island elects three senalors and
fifteen deputies to the Spanish cortes
and twenty-seven provincial deputies.

The Island was declared a province of
Spaln in 1870

The populiation has grown from 318.-
000 in 18230 to about 1,000,000, making it
at present one of the most thickly-set.
tled portions of the globe in proportion
Lo its siee,

Porto Rico was a Spanish penal col-
only for three centurles,

Slavery on the island was abollshed
by the Spanish cortes In March, 1873

ITS LOSS WOULD BE FATAL TO
SPAIN.

|  Admiral Plueddemann. the best tac-
| ticlan in the German marine, recently
sald, in commenting upon the Hispano-
| American war® “1 should say by all
| means selze Porto Rico. That Is the
! most effective and best possible base
of operations.”

The Monroe doctrine effectually holds
| off any European power from selzing
Porte Rico, but by that same pronun-
|'rlamrnm there ig nothing under Lhe
| present status of affairs to prevenl
the United States from ousting any
‘Eurnp-'\-n power from that spol.

It is only 1,640 miles from New York
to Porto Rtico, and the distance from
Key West is 200 miles less,

It Is so patent as to preclude even
discussion that no European power
should be permitted to sit so close to
our doors as that. As a coaling statiun
it would be vastly important to Eng-
"land. Germany, France or any first-
class naval power

Our need for such a depot was evi-
| dent as long ago as 1750, when the pro-
position to obtain a coaling station in
the West Indles was rife,

Five million dollars was the sum pro-
posed to offer to Denmark for the isl-
land of St. Thomas, but the senate
| quashed the plan, although Denmark
and the people of the Island were ready
enough to have the transaction go
through. Porto Rico is infinitely more
valuable than #t. Thomas
| Again, if Porto Rico Is taken, Spain
s absolutely withoul a coaling station
or a base of supplies within 2.5080 miles
|of Cuba Thus the whole flotilla of
Spanisgh torpedo boats, torpedo destroy-
ers. crulsers and battleships would be

THE RESOURCES OF PORTO RICO
Porto Mico s an ixland oblong In

shape, 108 miley long. thirty.seven miles

brond, embracing 1400 square miles

Ite surface s quite regular, except for
o mountain chaln running through the
venter from east 10 west

Forty of the 1,300 rivers snd sireams
ure navigable for commercinl purposes,

Ba good 18 the witer of the hrooks
and lakes that there (& quite an indus.
try in s shipment for =ale in other
West Indin Islands.

The climate I agreenble and healthy.
the average summer temperature belng
30 degrees centigrade, The highest tem.
perature during the year Is 84 degress
Fahrenhelt, the lowest (0 degrees

There are two seagons—rainy and dry
The former 18 the only one dangerous
to careless forcigners,

The resources of the Island are not
developed to one-third of thelr capacity,
gwing to lack of capltal and other
cauges. A lttle American capital and
free trnde with the United States would
make the island a perfect Klondike for
Invegiors

The crops consist of tobaceco, FUEWT,
cocon, coffes, cotton, rice, malze, yams
plantnins, oranges und coconnuts, all
| af which can be ralged to four times
the amount regquired for home consump.
[tion. The Ixland Is twice as fertile
as its Engliah nelghbor, Jamaloa

Gold, Iron, coper, 2ine and coal mines
are known to exist, but idve nut been
developed,
| Extensive sponge flelds are scarecly
touched for want of capital, and the
pame I8 trus of valuable guarries of
| white-stone, granite and marble
The inhabintanta number over 800,000,

of which San Juan, the capital, con-
tains 28,000,

More than half the population s
white,

The foreigners on the lsiand number|

legs than 6,000, and while the balance

are actually Spanish subjects, only 35«

000 of these are Spanish by birth.
Like Chinaren, the lower classes Hive

| glmost exlusively on rice

| The peasant knows of no guch thing

e “tipping” for attention shown to Vis-

{tors. He greets the wraveler with as
hearty n hand and familiar uan v
as if he were a near relative,

| Nearly all business = supended for

three hours in the middle of the dny
City houses have low wlle pinzzas

runting around the four stdes and are

surrounded vith large lawns

Country houses are perohs d ten feel
[ i the alr by means of piles. In ordes
that the alr beneath the houses MRy

Keep the roums ool

Porto Rlcans seldom fenve thelr isl-
and on vigite, the country people spenid.
ing all their Hves on the plantations,
oxcept for three big city celebrations
every yenr al Christmas, carnivial day
anid =1 John's day.

The social lines are strictly drawn,
the arletocracy belng composed exclu-
sively of captain gonural, government
officiate.  milltary officers and clergy,
all of which are Buropean Spaniards.

The weallhy planters are never nl-
jowed to enter thiz set, and even the
common soldiers of the army—who nre

always sent out from the mother ¢coune.
try—look upon nuative Porto Ricans
as Inferlor beings

The owners of small plantations are
called “Giboros” and are of different
degrees of mixture of Indian and Span-
lard,

There are no common schools in Porto
Rico. About 700000 of its people can
neither read nor write their own names,

Of the 100.000 people who are classed
as “educated” fully 20,000 can only
read,

The Spanish officlals have thelr c¢hil-
dren educated in Spaln, while the well-
10-do Porto Ricans send thelr daughters
to be educated at convents on the isl-
and.

The sons of the well-to-do Porto Ri-
CAn® are even worse “aducated” than
the daughters, Much of what educi-
tion they receive is from thelr own
parents.

COMMUNICATION ON THE ISLAND.

The roads of the island are not
worthy the name.
They are little better than tracks

made by cattle,

The principal highway ia a military
road connecting San Juan and Ponce,

Protection is afforded t(his road by
ahout twenty small forts,

Of the highways on the {sland but
five are first-class.

The telegraph system is in an {ncom-
plete state, and the service Is only par.
tially maintained. The lenght of wire
in the system is 864 kllometers,

The bridge of San Antonio connects
the capital, San Juan de Fuerto Rico,
with the large island,

The principal ports are San Juan
on the north; Fajardo and Ensenada
Honda on the east; Joso and Guanica
on the south, and Puerto Real on the
west,

Aside from these are some roadsteads
and anchorages, such as Humacao on
the east; Ponce on the gouth; Maya-
guez on the west, and Arecibo on the
north, The ccast service Is composed
of schooners, sloops and & very few
slenmers.

From east to west the island is trav-
arsed by a range of mountaing. This
begins at the head of San Juan In the
northeaest, and terminates at the Cape
of Rincon, in the west

The highest point Is E1 Yunque, 3,600
feet above sea level. This peak is
situated In the Sierra de Luquillo, near
the northeast corner,

There are three railroads in opera.
tion One from San Juan to Arecibo anid
Carmuy: another from Ponce (o Yauco
and the third from Mayaguez [o Agunad-
iita, The entire distance covered by
these roada is 179 kilometers

One line of cable exists between Cuba,
Mexico, Panama and the coals of the
South American continent Another
connects the island with 81. Thomas.
Jamalea and the rest of the world

TRADE AND COMMERCE.

The value of the imports for the year
1500 was a little over $18,000,000.

Exports for the same period amount.
¢d to about 310,000,000

The budget for expenses of thal year

placed hors de combat within two was as follows:

weeks after leaving Cadiz or Ferrol 84.574.870.67
With a shore line as long As ours ADNDUAl EXPENSES .vus sassss 4'*'1.0'0;»5'06

on the Atlantie coast It would naver ReVENUE ... .-ess sanssesesss J10.

d0 1o have a foreign foe calmly prepar-
ing at Porto Rico to ravish and destroy
the populous cities from FPortland to
Key West at lelgure

Neither would it do to have Porto
Ricoe held by a power so feeble that it
could not maintaln sirict neulrality
there In the event of any other oation
seeking to utilize San Juan as B base
of operations,

No matter how paaceful
and intentions are. It is tncompatible
with the broad and rational interpreta-
tion of the Monroe doctring te have any
other power in possesson of such dls.
puted territory &F Lhe Spanish West
Indles have become

Our seizure of Manila necessitate the
holding of Roto Rico if
to be maintalned If one act
fully defensible on rations! and Jdiple.
matic grounds the other would scarcely
be

Without forfeiting our position as a|
non-aggrandizing power we must take  allewance made
iths outpost that opportunity presenta|salaries of the

w face territorial aggressions by oth.
ars that will menace the United States
{or all time to come. It Is now OF never
with Uncle Sam and Porto Rico.

our alms

Among the items of exporis are cof.
fee, sugar, tobacco, cotlon and tropical
frults

Porto Rico horses bring a high price
in whatever muarkel offersd

Of the total revenue collected In a
year over $3.000 00 are for Spain, her
army and her employes

The ingress of the budget s raised
trom a series of obnoxious taxations
aside from the duties on exported and
imported merchandise postoffice, etc

Taxes are levied upon paper, which
recelves Lthe government siamp; upon
frelight and passenger rallroad receipts
and even upon the consumption of food

The vearly average per capila taxn-
!tian throughout the island Is abour

consistency I8 | g5
wWas not |

This amount is all the more appalling
when it s consldered that so Hitle s
pald back to the inhabitants in the
wav of Improvemenlis

The sum of $278.000 is about the yearly
for the
emploves of the clergy

penitentiaries and the tribenal of jus.

tive
i Every dollar of this is paid to native-
born Spaniards,

11,300 nre

payment of |

Every appointment ia made from Ma-
drid,

Large herds of cattle are raised om
the lowlands

Large quantities of C(resh meat
regularly shipped to 8¢ Thomas

Mines of gold, copper, sing, iron, conl
and salt are found in abundance, but
of these sait are the only mines work

White stape, marble and granite are
taken in large gquantities (rom the
quarries

AS A NAVAL BASE

The island of Porto Rieo will always
be of grest value as n steategio poind
to naticns on elther gide of the Atlant!
With Porto Rieco In the possassion 0
the United States the western contls
nent is almort lscolated from Europe,
and could successfully repel the attacks
of European powers

The position of Porto Rico, just east
of Cubn, makee It an deal location
for & coallng #tation for Kurcpean
flests. It s especially valuable to Spaln,

These Islands are ospecially imports
ant In eveni of an attack upon Cubs.
From this print of vantage the move-

Are

| inent of hostile feets could e Wate hed
cloeely, and n strong [orce would tend
to eut off sveh a flecr from its base

of supplies,

The Igland lg mountainous and could
be made almest Impregnable, It would
be impossible for an enemy to take the
island if properly garrisoned. A large
part of the coast s surrounded by reefls
| of sharp recks, which make It Impos-
gible for vessels to lnnd there

Under the direction of the United
Btates, fortresses could be erected

which could he held against the most
| determined atteck., It could be madae
the Gibraliar of the west,

Rivers and streams to the number
an the Igland, A great many o
the brooks have clear, drinkable watet,

The harbor of 8an Juan s one of the
best In the West Indies. The entrance
ix defendede by Morro Castle,

The coast line g 270 miles long

Sugar I8 about the only thing mana-
factured, but that Is produced on &
large scale, There are three rajlroads—
one blg one going entirely around the
iglnnd, the otherg smaller, connecting
the mountialng and the city, and the
eity with ite suburbg, The roads are
genernlly grod and the bicycle 18
| popular there ng here, 50 you see wWe &
not =6 much oul of the world.
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ADMIRAL DEWEY'S PRAISES.

An Old Classmate and Chum Talks
About Dewey and His Victory.

Of all the peaple delighted with the
famous victory of Admiral Dewey at
Manila, there I no one who rejolces
more sincerely than  Rear  Admiral
| Bunce of the Brooklyn navy vard,

“Friends,” =sald he, “yes, indeed, from
the days when we were at the naval
weademy We entered the same Vear
and not only were c¢lasamates but
chume., He was o splendid fellow then,
and always hias Leen ™

“Were you surprised when you read
of his victory?' 1 asked,

“Not In the least All that Dewey
wanted was the opportunity. swhen it
came he embraced it

“How dld he stand in his class?"

“He was not what you may call a
student, but he was one of the bright
fellows, He stood neither at the head
nor at the foot, but about In the mid-
dle, but we all know that he had the
abllity to stand anywhere he wanted
to”

Admiral Bunce went on to say thal
there were few maore popular men than
Commodore Dewey. "He never sought
popularity, It came to him. In the
firet place he 1s a fine-looking man, ang
he has most attractive manners. Peaos
ple seek him out, and whenever he 18
on shore he Is kept busy with his so-
clal engaments At the same time he
{8 no carpet knight. He = a fighter
and a disciplinarian—just the sort o
man to engage In a Lig batlle and win
| eyl

“What do you think of his victory?

I asked.
“Nelson can't approach it. T have
studied MNalson's batiles very closely

and he won no victory to compare wi
this. Nelson fought apainst ships, bu
he never won a victory against ships
and batteries as well, The only thing
to compare in his history to Manlla
wag at Copenhagen; but |1 do not agree
with Nelson’s blographers about that,
They try to explain and apologize, but
the facts remain. It was not a great
victory."

“There are those who would belittle
Dewey's achlevement by saying that
the Spanish bad only wooden ships, and
that he had armored crulsers,” 1 sug-

gested,
“Armored crulsers!” exclaimed Ad.
“who could say such &

miral Bunce,

thing? You may go no further than
the navy reglster. See here,”” and he
took a copy from his desk, “there ls
not an armored crulser in all Dewey's
fleet.

“&g far as ships go the Spaniards
were nearly our match. The trouble
was not with their ships. They had
good envugh ships, but they didn’t
know how to handle them. They were
not mark«men. If Dewey had let them
get near him trey might have hit some«
thing, but he knew too much for that,

He could hit them and get hig dis.
tance."”
———— - —
Schiey's Fighting Strength.
Great things may be expected of

Commadore Schley's fleet if fortune al,
lows the Oving squadran to tuke a rea)
fighting part in the war, It has neves
been statsd In print that Commodore
Schley Is the most democratic man In
the navy of the United States. And
democratie I8 the commuodore in the real
sense of the term

1t i a fact that in both the army
and navy the lines of caste are drawn
ag seversly as they are among the
people of Ivdla. It I8 seldom that a
first lleutenant, fer instance, will be
geen In the social company of a major,
while the captaln of & crulger never has
a word to say to his engineer or marine
except on matters of strict business,

With Commaodora Schley not one t

even Lhe lowest men on his ship su

fera an Injury without his knowing |

No man, be he ever so humble, Is de-
barred from addressing the chlef offi.
cer on any matter he choosges, let it ba
of official business or private concern,
The commodore keeps himself posted
as to the birthday of his most obscurs
marine and makes It his plensura to
shake his hand and wish him congratu.
lations with just as much Interest as If
the marine were the caplain of the
vessel.

This has the effect of making Com-
modore Schley the most beloved of all
naval ofcers, whose men would lay
| down their lives for his glory, It also
| has ancther declded benefcial effect,
tor every man does his duly with an
earnestness that requires no lask-mas-
ter. The men feel their labors are ap.
||'u'('|un:~1 a0 that when the Commodaors
makes the round of his ships—-which he
| does personally at frequent intervals—
lthere \s never a gun, & rifle or & bucket
missing from the gpot it shaould ANl

-——-— - —

In the Soclul Swim—Miss Wabash—
Are you fond of sociely. Miss Olive?
Aiss Olive (of St. Lovis)—~You bey 1|

am Why dewnp our way I'm the real
thing—relgning society balle, don't yoy

kKnow.
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