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IN DARKEST CHICAGO.)

WORKING IN THE SLUMS OF
SOUTH CLARK STREET.

Fwo Tircless Women Whe Mave Dared
to Vight Satan on Wis Owa BPattle
groand = Making New Men and
Women. 1

VERY street has
its pecaliar charac-
teristies, but there
Is one quality low-
or Clark street,
Chieago, possessos
which soems to cov-
er up every other
distinguishing feat-
ure. The most strik-
ing thing about this
locallty Is the dirt
Bverything s fiithy, The street, houses
and people all nmeed renmovating. The
only thing balf way clean, it would
seem, Is the plece of sky one catches a
glimpse of overhead, and even this is
often sofled and blotted by the miser-
ible chimneys which laden the atmos-
bhere with thelr burden of smoke, But
there s omo bright spot im il this
gloom. Below Van Buren street, mear
Harrison, there is a house which shows
clear windows, with neatly painted cas-
Ings, and the pavement in front looks
now white compared with the adjoin-
Ing stores,

The bullding is a one-story structure,
and the announcement In the window
reada that it {8 the “Central Baptist
Church,”  Inside the house shows a
large audienco-room, cheerful and well-
lighted, with two hundred chairs or
more, which afford ample seating ca-
pacity for its congregation. In the
rear are three cozily furnlshed parlors,
which are used for social gatherings.
The church {s three years old, and from
& dozen members it now numbers near-
Iy & hundred. Considering the locallty
in which it 1a gituated, this Ia decldedly
encouraging. Rev, T. L. Smith, the
pastor, s & man particularly adapted to
this work. His sermons are not ornate,
but they find their way to the hearts of
his hearers, His congregation Is a very
poor one, and the majority must be
helped in varlous ways, but the main--
tenance of the church Is made possible
through the generosity of [. B. Barle,
the owner of the ground upon which It
stands and who, himself, bullt the
church. He glves the use of it free, and
also heats and lights it gratultously,

The Central Baptist Church is more
than an ordinary church. It Is the cen-
ter for extensive misslonary operations
which are carried on In this district. It
is the fouutain-head from which much
goodness flows into the dark byways of
this lll-favored nelghborhood. Proml-
nent In thls misslonary work are Mra.
Elvira B, Swift and Mrs. N, 8. Bliss,
tireless workers In the slums of Chica-
g0, who have been ldentified with the
organization since its beginning. Meet-
ings are conducted by them every day
in the week and classes are taught
where girls and women learn to sew.
While ministering to the spiritual wel-
fare they do not neglect the material
needs, and every form of disiress ap-
peals to them. They visit the sick and
find employment for those needing
work, and lo a hundred different ways
they help these sufferers.

Of course, every case that presents it-
self has & great big moral attached to
it. They come to grief and want be-
cause they break a law, but that does
mot make thelr distress any eesler for

MRS, ELVIRA B. BWIFT.
them to bear, The mission is carrled
on from u nonsectarian standpoint and

every sect is welcome, At the Sunday
meetings there is a motley gathering.
Nearly every nationality Is represented,
end two Chinamen have deserted the
worship of thelr Joss, which s carried
on across the street, to be regular at-
tendants at* the Christlan chuarch.
Wednesdays are held, perhaps, the most
interesting of all the meetings. It Is
then the women come together—the
women of the neighborhood, with their
gad, tired faces and thelr general air of
utter hopelesaness.

They all bring thelr troubles just as
people take thelr lunches to plenies, Ir
they forgei them they go back after
them. It is a dismal little company;
and each face tells plalner than words
of the bitter past After the usual
prayer and song those who have been
saved give thelr testimony.

“The Lord I8 good enough fér me*
declares one. “Now I've found Him
I'm going to stick to Him "

An old negress ralses her volce and
says, “Dear Lord, I've been a groper,”
and then she tells the story of her
search for light.

One of the few happy faces was that
of an Irish woman who had been con-
verted and who brought a sinning
friend with her. For some reason this
woman viewed (he proceedings very
stolidly. She was asked to give her
experience ,bul replled with great dig-

Bity:
“I'm not used to speakin' in publie,
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a8 some people’s who do a sight more
h"lﬂ'."

This wan a decided slap st her near-
oot neighbor, who had beon a stoady
speaker from the start. This woman
was not to be put down po easlly, and
she turned with righteons indignation
and lterally shot a quotation from the
Biblo at the unwilllng one to the effect
that no one should be ashamed to add
their evidepce In the good cause
Having administered this rebuke she
shut ber lips with a snap and glared
over her spectacies as much &s to say,
“"Now will you be good!" and the of-
fonder was duly crushed.

An old megro mammy heartlly
ngread with thess last-spoken sentl-
ments, and leaning acrosz from her
place sald:

“Yes, Indeod, that's so, honay, If
the Lord aln't ashamed of you "tain’t
your place to deny Him."

The services are only a part of the
work done by these earnest Christians,
They go from house to house holding
cottage prayer meetings in the hum-
blest and vilest places, asking no ques-
tions about the years that have been
lived, but praying only for the coming
ones, which are as yet undefiled. Here
and there some one Is recovered, some
one repents, which glves them encour-
agement to work on,

“One of the first and best signs we
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notice In a person wishing to reform,"
sald Mrs. Switt, “is that they move out
of this npeighborhood Immediately,
Honesty and purity and Clark street
don't jlbe, I'm afrald.”

Bpeaking of the way they were re-
garded by the people, Mrs. Swift was
glad to say that never in her experi-
ence had she recelved anything but the
most courteous treatment. “We have
yet to find a person so depraved as to
recelve us insultingly when we go to
their homes,” she declared. "It is a
great fleld down here in darkest Chl-
cago, and there s work emough for
many more than are represented by
our feeble little band.”

“Yes, we often mest with ingrati-
tude,” Mrs. Bliss acknowledged, *“but
that |s & part in a misslonary's life
which it Is best not to dwell upon. The
repentant ones make up for any disap-
polutment we may suffer and the hope-
ful letters we recelve from the men
and women who have left thelr evil
ways and are leading upright lives
more than repay us for our labor.”
Mrs, Swift and Mrs. Bliss work con-
stantly together, devoting all thelr
time to the mlssion, and their sweet,
calm faces aro well known to the deni-
rens of this district and they carry
everywhere with them assurances of
help and comfort. Moody's Institute
lends its nid, while the Baptist Young
People's Unlon also gives much-nesded
assistance to this little church. And
though the good done may seem in-
finitesimal, who will say that to those
who listen and heed these missions,
small and obscure as they may appear,
will not prove veritable wells in the
desert.

INFANT MURDERESS,

New Zealand Woman Dies on the

Beafold,

Minnle Dean, condemned to death for
the murder of lnfants intrusted to her
care, has been executed in Auckland,
New Zealand, She protested her inno-
cence up to the last,

Clemency was asked on account of
the murderess being a woman, but the
proof agalnst her was so overwhelm-
ing that no mercy was shown, On the
scaffold she was hysterioal and had to
be almost carried Lo the drop. Just
before the black cap shut out the
world from view she became more re-
signed, but plteously exclalmed: “Oh,
God et me not suffer!” The drop fell
and death was instantaneous. The
woman prayed incessantly toward the
last, but stoutly maintained that she
had wo murder on her soul and had no
doubt thay she would go to hesven.

Minnle Dean's crimes were the sen-
siatlon of laat year in New Zealand, In
her prosperity she was patronized by
well-to-do scoundrels, who pald her
handsomely to become respongible for
thelr children. A mother's love, how-
ever, Induced an errlung woman to seek
her child, who had been delivered to
the woman's care,

Minnile Dean had reported it dead
from natural causes, but the mother's
suspliclons were aroused and detectives
were employed, when the remains of
& number of children were found of
ages ranging from & few wmonths Lo
several years, burled In every concely-
able place about the premises. The
woman was arrested and alter a gensa-
tional trial, was condemned to death
on the evidence of the gullty fathers,
who were compelled by the authorities
to appear In court to assist the crown.
Minnle Dean's defense was that all the

but I guess my feelings s just as good

MARRIED TO A CHIEF,

STORY OF MAY TEMPLE'S RO-
MANTIC DEED,

Bhe Fell In Love WHh & Yoang Chief
at the Heservation Sehool and There
Rmolved to Devote Mor Life to Mim
—Her Denth.

T has been scarcely
three months slnce
May Temple first
saw him, She was a
visionary young
girl who had ne
careful mother's
tralning and no
experience of life,
fhe had read a
- great deal, mostly
bookeof trashy sort,
young fancy and

which

fed her
strengihened her already vivid imag-

ination. He was tall, strong-looking
and straight as an arrow. From his
dark countenance shone more expres-
slon than is commonly seen in »no of
his race. He was a chief: a chief of
the Papago Indians, and May Teniple
first saw him at a sohool she had the
curlosity to visit. Adult Indians are
not usually admitted to the govern-
ment schools, but the ardent desire of
this Papago to be educated and to “tol-
low the white man's way,” as he ex-
prossed It, had aroused intense inter-
esl; exception had been made In his
favor and he had been received ns a
puplil,

As May left the room that day where
recitations had been conducted and the
chief had especially distinguished him-
self by spelling such diffieult words as
“baker” and "shaker,” the young lady
dropped her handkerchief and this
“type of manly dignity,” as she al-
ready styled him in her thoughts,
sprang to pick It up and returned it
with a bow and glance Into those blue
eyes, It was only a few days after-
ward that the people of Phoenix, Arl-
zona, were electrified by the announce-
ment that May Temple, & young white
girl from the east, who had just ar-
rived In Arizonn on a vigit to her
friends, had married an Indian chiet
and gone to live with him among his
tribe. What folly! What a mad in-
fatuation! some exclaimed, and then it
was forgotten In a later excltement.
The girl was not a fool, despite the
verdlet of the multitude:; there can
only be urged in extenuation of her
act her youth and her absolute ignor-
ance of Indlan life at home amid nat-
ural surroundings. The discovery
came to her as a terrible shock, which
Was an explanation of the mournful
event which later occurred. She saw
beside the river, reluctantly flowing In
its muddy channel, her desert home,
where the flerce sun beat with blindlog
reflection upon the burning sand,
Only occaslonally upon this vast waste
was there a mesquite tree, whose light
follage cast & little shade. The only
glgn of Industry was a patch of lliy-
cultivated corn bravely growing near
the river from which it was irrigated.
The whale energles of the camp seemed
occupled in keeping some miserable,
half-starved ponles, which had tired of
mesquite beans, away from this tempt-
Mg bit of greenness by the stream.
Bhe saw her home with horror. She
supposed it would be at least of adobe,
strong and cool; but it was a low
shasck constructed of weeds Iaid
against and bound to a framework of
poles. As its leaves had shriveled in

THE PAPAGO CHIEF.
the burning sun, openlngs were left,
the whole a poor protection from the
hot winds which blew across the des-
ert.

Near this shaack the only sight that
reminded her of clvillzaution were her
husband's nieces attired In her honor
for the oeccaslon in clothes given to
them at the Indian school. Upon the
ground sat her husband's mother and
aunt, twe anclent women, so browned
and seamed by sun and wind that they
resenibled mummies, It seemed to the
nervous bride as if from thelr withered
facea, with deep-set, beady eyes, lecred
g8 demoniac expression., But her dis-
gust was increased by the appearance
of her father-in-law, a Marlcopa who
had lived for many years and married
among the Papagoes. He came for-
word Innocently, although almost in a
sinte of oature. The Arizona braves
somewhat outrage the propricties and
make the fact of the tropical climate
and thelr poverly an excuse to dress
at home in very primitive style. The
brown skin of this old father of a noble
chief was shriveled and hardened un-
ti] it Jooked like the hide of a rhinoce-
ros, In fact, it required 2 second glanoce
to determine whether it was really skin
or a fitted garment of ¢inpamon-hued
cloth.

After this appalling scene May was
not surprised when the whole com-
pany of assembled Indians started to-

children died from natural causes,

ward her w'ih sticks and stones to drive

her from the place. She rushed to Ber
husband, but he, too, assailed her, and
now thoroughly terrified, the wretehed
girl started to run across the desert
away from her pursuvers, who yelled de-
vislvely, while dogs barked and the
rmallest children, who, Hike the elderly
(ither-in<Jaw, had no apparel to con-
teal thelr sun-kissed skins, hooted
mockingly, The frightened bride, her
feet burned from the flery sands
through hor ehoes, her halr and cloth-
ing drenched with perspiration, her
heart beating as If it would burst with
a wild, unuamed fear, fell down at last
exhausted, while her assallants cap-
tured her and took her back to her hus-
band, who laughingly explained that It
was an anclent custom of the Papa-
Eoed to g0 welcome a bride who was not
of thelr own tribe,

He added that the Indiana did not ad-
here to the practice so barbarously as
when in the savage state. There were
accounts of brides who in former times
had been driven to thelr death, The
Indians regard this race as a test of
virtue and endurance. From that 1ime
the Papago chief regarded his white
wife with some disfavor, while the oth-
ers openly manifested thelr disapproba-
tion; for, as I8 known, the Indlans
value and respect a human being sc-
cording to physical strength. After
this pleasing Introduction to Indian ex-
istence, May settled down to a discov-
ery of what manner her life now was
and of the hablts nnd customs of her

PORTRAIT OF MAY TEMPLE.
people-in-law, who were still influenced
by the traditions and superstitions of

thelr former savage state, These views
were no longer gilded to her vision by
romance and senciment,

One day a physiclan from Phoenlx,
passing through the place where the
Papagoes were camped, was detained
by the head chief, who begged the doc-
tor to come Into one of the brush houses
and prescribe for a child siek with the
fever. As the white man entered to
attend the child, he noticed within the
shaack the white bride slitting on the
floor. At this moment the hushand en-
tered, and the wife reached out a de-
taining hand, “Stay with me a while,”
she begped. He shook her off impa-
tlently, “No, I haven’'t time!” he an-
awered indifferently. The doctor no-
ticed the young wife press her hand to
ber gide and her cheek paled. He re-
turned to the place where hia horses
were tled in the shade of a mesquite
and proceeded to eat & lunch and rest
before continulng his journey. After
& while an Indlan eame, and declaring
that the white woman had suddenly
dled, asked the doctor to return to the
huts. They went back, but there was
nothing the physician could do for her.
It was quite clear to him that there had
been no disease, no appearance of pol-
son. Evidently the heart had been rup-
tured, caused by the strong, over-
powering feelings of disappointment
and despair. ‘As the physician rode
away, he saw the young husband uncon-
cernedly leaning agalnst a mesquite
tres, playing some Indian game with
sticks. His companion was an Indian
girl. They talked and laughed gally,
and the sound of their meriment fol-
lowed the traveler down the road. It
was the first time this doctor had seen
the youthful wife; yet his was the only
sad heart among them all, His thoughts
continually and sorrowfully returned
to the low shaack, In which lay the
broken-hearted white girl, whose life
had ended with her foolish dream,

Yot her spirit was & forgiving one,
After her death there was found a let-
ter she had written to the Indian De-
partment at Washington, to which It
was sent. It called attention to the
fact that through some oversight the
Papagoes had no reservation and were
homeless wanderera on the face of the
earth, They had held undisputed pos-
geasion without title of certain lands,
until the recent development of Arlzo-
na, With the influx of white settlers
apd consfquent claiming of land and
water tor Irrigation, the chances for
these Indians to make an honest liviog
grew constantly less. They could offer
to the whites their poor, unskilled, un-

(dvslrml labor, or they could beg and

steal. The petition wes well written,
for the girl had had a falr education.
It contained no more than this state-
ment of the affairs of the Papagoes and
a plea for their homeless condition. It
was the last act of her life. No doubt
the letter lles unhesded among the mass
of correspondence on some officinl desk
or is filed away forgotten, and the one
whose duty It was to glance hastily
over the contents of that beseeching
epistle could not dream of the tragedy
with which it was connected.

Hiked Inte the Deiuk.

A Saco, Maine, girl was learning to
ride a Dbleycle a few evenings since,
when she lost control of the machine
and went flylng into & convenleatly
near pond. Her ecreams brought the
desired help, and she was fished out

with her feelings badly burt.
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IT WAS THE PIONEER.

OLDEST WOMAN'S CLUB IN THE
COUNTRY.

Ladies' Physiologioal Tnstitute of Poaton
Has INooords Dating Dack for Half "

Century—Lisst of Its Present ©Of-
cors.

(Boston Correspondence.y
RGANIZATION of
women by womean
) and for women s
)/ conaplouous for ita
frequent occurrence
in this day of
thelr prominence In
the new fields, and
it attracts little no-
tice outaide of ita
select circle. Every
gort of an associn-
tion with an ob-
Ject of some kind for its cause of
belng seems to have been thought of
aAnd established. The desire for the
Jbenefits and diversions which elub elr-
cles give to their members has spread
throughout the whole country. The
little mountain hamlet or the fisher-
man’s village has not escaped its in-
fluence. Where there s found a col-
lection of homes, be they ever so hum-
ble, there will be found the perfodical
gathering together of the most ambi-
tious mouls of the community, with
landable endeavor toward & better
knowledge of some special subjlact.
They may have the merest soclal pur-
posé as their object; whatever it s It
18 & woman's organization, and it 1s
not opposed, rather s it applauded, and
often admired by the fathérs, brothers
and husbands., These are willing to
admit that the “club” is a distinct ad-
dition to the village 1ife.

Just how great an addition and rellef
the circle Is to the monotonous lives of
village women can hardly be estimated.
In such communities the club i& an
angel of mercy, It has Infused life In-
to dreary spiritless existence; it has oar-
ried help to homes where ignorance has
held sway, and it wreaked its ven-
geance upon those who broke natural
laws, not wilfully, but because of for-
getfulness and listlessness, and be-
cause environment led downward, net
upward.

But it is not of the work and benefi-
cent leaven of the woman's club as It
exists to-day that is the purpose of the
present writing. They are suggested
for comparative use only. In these
days of toleration and self-help It is dif-
ficult to realize the obstacles which be-
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#et the ploneer of this great woman's

club movement. Buppose now, for ex-
ample, a body of women organized to
study “anatomy, physiology, the train-
ing of children and youth, the preserva-
tion of health, the causes and remedies
of disense,” and the like, should find
that after a year's consclentious work
the opposition to woman's thinking of
anything outside of “the eating and
sleeping of life” was @ universal that
but one man could found who would
pray for the suc of the undertak-
ing!

This is just what, however, the firat
handful of women who wished to learn
how to live healthler and more hopeful
lives experlenced forty-seven years ago.

It was In the old Washington Hall
in Broomfield street, Boston, on April
11, 1848, that Prof. C. B. Bronson gave
the first of alx lectures on the “Laws of
Life and Health.” The sense of wom-
anly obligation in such matters had
hitherto lain dormant, but the genius of
Prof. Bronson arcused it. At the close
of the course, those who had listened
determired to know more about the elt-
adel of the soul and how to keep It
They organized themselves into a so-
clely called thp Lady's Physlologieal
Bociety of Boston and Vielnity, glving
to the insirer, Prof. Bronson, the office
ot president,

In 1850 the soclety was incorporated
through the assistance of the Rev, Syl-
vanus J. Cobb, and his wife became the
first woman president, Mrs. Cobb,
who served three different terms as the
ehlef executive officer of the fnstitute,
stands at the head of the Hst of untir-
ing workers in its bebhalf. To her en-
thusiasm and energy was due the sue-
cessful stand of the society against
such formidable obstacles as public
opinlon and tne clergy. For at Its first
anniversary the Rev, Dr. Jenks of Bos-
ton was the only minister of the Gospel
to be found who would offer a prayer
for the soclely,

In view of the fact that the object of
the association was to hear lectures
upon the evil of physical sins and the
morallty of health and how to help the
sick and.suffering, one can only gues-
tlon the clerlcal wisdom of those days
in oppesing such laudable deslgns,

Nothing daunted the good purpose of
its founders, however, and the work
went on, soon fulfilling Prof. Bronson's
condition: “That the manikins and
models used ln the lestures should be-

| each time at the door.

long to the soclety when 1,000 members
were duly enrolled.”

A library waa started the first yvear
of the Institute’s exlstence, and, grows
ing ;constantly, has offered wvaluable
privileges to Ila members ever sines,
Here reference books and all publicns
tions that deal with health toplics can
be found.

Two women who are undoubtadly
the oldest clubwomen In the country,
or, perhaps, in the world, Mary V. and
Lydia E. Randall have maintalned
their membership continuously since
the first enroliment, & period of forty-
soven years. They are now Mra. M. E.
R. Joneg and Mrs, L. B. Hutchings.

Prof. Bronson was the first and last
male president; he has been followed
by only ten other incumbents of the of-
fice, five of whom were physlcians. Dr.
Salome Merrilt 15 the present presie
dent, now flllinx her seventh year in
office. She has glven the usual annual
course of lectures from eight to twelve
in number, throughout her term. Hes
subjects have been on “Fundamental
Physlology and Hyglene,” and she has
made them thoroughly practical and
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plainly sclentific, presenting them In-a
way not found elsewhere outside of
medical colleges.

The institute has never failed in al
its forty-saven years of existence tec
glve the course of lectures, covering
phyelology, hyglene, sanitation. nurs-
ing, emergencies, mora! development,
and allied subjects. For a number of
years the Moral Bducation Assoclatior
has given In connection with the insti-
tute, a courss upon different phases of
moral questions,

The fee of one dollar admits a new
member to all the institute's privileges,
provided she has recelved a two-thirde
vote of the members present at the reg-
ular meeting. Those not members may
attend lectures by paying ten cents
Members give
away large numbers of tlckets to per-
sons unable to pay and who are desir-
ous of hearing the lectures. The so-
ciety supports a room at the Helping
Hand Home in Boston, keeping It sup-
plied with all necessary conveniences

Many prominent ministers have beec
numbered among the list of lecturers
before the institute during the last
twenty-five years, showing what prog-
ress has been made toward over
coming the old-time prejudice. Dr. Dix,
Dr, James Freeman Clarl, Dr. Chan-
ning, Wendell Phillips, Dr, Edward Kit-
tridge, and many others have lent thelr
knowledge and Influence to the soclety
during their llves. Among the women
noted for culture and progress who have
been heard from its platform figure the
names of Lucy Btone, Mary A, Liver-
more, Dr. Mary 8. Blake, Mra. Charles
Woodhouse and Mra. E. L. Brown. In
the earller days of the soclety, back in
the fifties, are such names as Mrs. Rolfe
Mra, Kittridge, Mrs. 8. J. Hale, and
many others.

Latter-day progress has developed a
spirit of co-operation, not only among
the soclety’'s members, but among other
women's clubs, and the institute flnds
itself approached from varlous quarters
for help and co-operation in the study
of subjects for the promotion of knowl-
edge ameng women.

The Institute has established evenlog
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meetings for the benefit of teachers and
business women. In 1880 a lecture fund
was started, to enable the soclety to ge-
cure the finest lecturers when remu-
neration alone could enable them to
do s0. A commities has been formed to
co-dperate with other assoclations and
facllitate work of common Interest, A
few legacles have been received by the
soclety, enabling it to add to its library
and collection of {llustrative apparatus
and engravings to be used at lectures,

The present officers of the soclety are:
President—Balome Merritt, M. D,; Vipe-
Presidents—Dora Bascom Smith, Mrs.
Ellen R. Rice; Recording Secretary—
Miss L. F. Babeock; Correspouding
Hecretary—Mrs. A, B. Bryant; Treus
urer—Mrs. H. E. Emery; Librarian—
Mra C. A. Eppler,

If you hava't much you can double
it br being thankful




