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Part of the room wus clenr to our
view, though about half of it wans shut
off from us by the very king of nll
Christmas troes, glittering with dozens
and dozens of candies, sumptuous In
allver, sparkling In gold, and Inden
with Heaven nlone knows how many
and what delectable entlecements, Op-
posite the Tree, hiks back agninst the
wall, gat old Bob, ciad In a dress of
stnte, part of which consisted of n
swallow-tall coat (with an overgrown
chrysanthemum In the buttonhole), a
red necktle, and o plnk-ond-silver lib-
erty cap of tissue-paper, le was scrap-
Ing n fddle “Hke old thoes come
again,” and the tune he played was,
“Oh, my Lizn, po' gall” My fect
shuffled to 1t In the snow,

No one eoxcept old Bob was to be
acen in the room, but we watehed him
and lstened breathlessly. When he
finished *“Liza,” he lald the fAddle
across his knee, wiped his face with
a new and brilllant blue sllk handker-
chief, and safd:

“Now come e blg speech”

The Honorable David Beasley, car-
rylng a small mahogany table, stepped
out from beyoud the Christmas tree,
advanced to the center of the room;
et the table down; disappeared for
a moment and returned with a white
water-pitcher and a glass, He placed
these upon the table, bowed gracefully
eeveral times, then spoke:

“Ladles and gentlemen—" There he
patsed,

“Well,” sald Mr. Simeon Peck, alow-
ly, “don't this bent hell ™

“Louk out!" The Journal reporter
twitched his sleeve. “Ladles present.”

“Where?" gald I,

He lenned pearer me and spoke In
a low tone.

“Just behind us. She followed us
over from your boarding house, 8he's
been standing around near us all
along. 1 supposed she was Dowden's
daughter, prohably.”

“He hasn't any daughter,” 1 said,
and stepped biuck to the hooded
figure I had beon too absorbed In our
quest to notice,

It was Mliss Apperthwalte,

Bhe had thrown a loose cloak over
her hiead and ghoulders ; but enveloped
In It ns she was, and crested and
epauletted with white, I knew her at
once. There was no mistaking her,
even In a bllzzard.

Nhe caught my hand with a strong,
qulck pressure, and, bending her hend
to mine, sald In a soft whisper, close
to my ear:

“I heard everything that man sald
In our hallway., Yon left the llbrary
door open when you ealled Mr. Dow-
den out."

“80," 1 returned, mallclously, “you
~you couldn't help following ™

She released my hand—gently, to
my surprise.

“Hush," she whispered, “He's say-
ing something™
“Londies  and  gentlemen,”  sald

Beasley nganin—and stopped agaln,

Dowden's volce sounded hysterically
in my right ear, (Miss Apperthwalte
hnd whispered In my left.) “The only
speech be's ever mnde In bis life—
und he's stuck ™

But Deasley wasn't: he was only
delibernting.

“Ladles and gentlemen,” he began—
“Mr. and  Mrs. Hunchberg, Colonel
Hunchberg and Aunt Cooley Hunch-
herg, Miss Molanua, Miss Queen, and
Miss Marble Hunechberg, Mr. Noble,
Mr. Tom, and Mr. Grandee Hunchberg,
Mr. Corley Linbridge, and Master
Hammersley :(—=You see bhefore you to-
night, In my person, merely the rep-
resentative of your renl host, Mister
Swift, Mister Swift has expresséd a
wish that there shonld be a speech,
and has deputed me to make it. He
requests that the subject he has as-
slgued me should be treated in as dig-
nified a manner ns I8 possibe—con-
pldering  the  orator, Ludles and
gentlemen™—he took a aip of water—
“1 will now address you upon the fol-
lowing subject: ‘Why We Call Christ-
mas Time the Best Tima.'

“Christrmas time Is the best time be-
couse It s the kindest time, Nobody
e¢ver felt very happy without feeling
very kind, and nobody ever felt very
kind without feeling at least a little
happy. 8o, of course, elthor way
ubout, the hapwplest time I8 the kind-
est time—that's this thne, The most
heautiful things our eyes can see are
the stars; and for that reason, and in
remembrance of One star, we set
enndles on the Tree to be stars in the

house, 8o we make Christinas time
a tiwe of stara indoors; and they
shine warmly agsinst the colil out-

doors that Is ke the cold of other
seasons not so Find, We set our hun-
dred candlen ofi the Tree and Kkeep
them bright throughout the Christ-
mas time, for while they shine upon
us we have light to see this life, not
as a battle, but as the march of a
mighty Fellowship! Ladles and gentle.
men, I thank you!"

He bowed to right and left, as to an
audlence polltely applauding, and,
liftiug the teble and Its by *-~ wiibh.

firew; while old Pobh agnin aet his
fiddle to his chiln and started to serape
the pretiiminary mensure of a quadreille,

Rensley was back In an  Instant,
shouting as he cwine: "“Take your
pardners| Balance all "™
. And then and there, nnd all by him-
self, he danced a quadreille, perforin-
Ing at one and the same time for
four llvely couples. Neover In my life
hnve 1 seen such gyratlons and capers
ns were cut by that long-legged, loose.
Jointed, miraculously flylng figure, He
wns In the wildest motlon without
cessation, never the fraction of nn In-
stant still; ealllng the Ngures at the
top of his volee and dancing them
simultaneously ; his expression anxlous
but polite (nx Is the habit of uther
dancers) ; his hands extended as if to
swing his partner or corner, or “op-
posite lndy ;" nnd his feet Hfting high
and Mapping down In an old-fashloned
sfep.

“First four, forwnrd and back!"™ he
shouted, “Forward and salute! Bal-
nnee to corners! Swing pardners!
tir-rerund Wght-nnd-Left 1"

I think the combination of abandon
and  decorum  with which he per-
formed that “Grand Right-and-Left”
wns the funnlest thing 1 have ever
seen, Rot T didn't luugh at 1t

Nelther did Miss Apperthwalte, ot
my slde,

“Now do you belleve me?' Peck
wns argning, flercely, with Mr. Schul-
meyer, *“Is he erazy, or ain't he?"

“IMe 1s,” Grist ngreed, hoarsely, “He
Is a stork, starin’, ravin', roarin' luna-
tie! And the nlgger's humorin®' him "™

They were all staring, open-mouthed
and nghast, Into the Hghted room.

“Do you see where It puts us?"
Simeon  Peck's rmsplng  volee  rose
high.

“I guess 1 do!" sald Grist, “We
come out to buy n barn, and got a
house and lot fer the same money. It's
the greatest night's work you ever
done, Bim 'eck 1"

“I guoess it is1"™

“Shake on It, Sim."”

They shook hands, exalted with trl-
umph,

*“This'll do th® work,"” glggled Peck,
“It's about two-thousand per cent bet-
fer than the story we started to git.
Why, Dave Beasley'll be In a padded
cell In a month! I be all over town
tomorrow, and he'll have as much
chunce fer governor as that nigger In
there!™ In hils ecsinsy he smote Dows-
den delirlously in the rihs, “What do
you think of your candldate now?i"

“Walt,” sald Dowden, *“Who came
in the eabs that Grist snw 7"

This staggered Mr. Peck., [He
rubbed his mitten over his woolen
cap as If seratehing his head. “Why,"
he sald, slowly—"who In Hallfax did
come in them eabs?”

“The Hunchbergs? Where—"

“Listen,” sald Dowden.

“First couple, face outl™ shouted
Deasley, facing out with an invisibie
Indy on s akimboed arm, while old
Boh sawed madly at YA New Coon In
Town."

“Second eouple, fall

in!" Hensley

couple,

blinself again,
“Fourth couple, If you please! Bal-
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Oppos.te the Tree, His Back Against
the Wall, Sat Oid Bob.

Molanuva, I'm afruld I stepped on your
train.—Sashay All1"

After the “sashay"—the noblest and
most dashing blt of gymnastics dis-
played In the whole guadrille—he
bowed profoundly to his Invisible part-
ner and came (0 a pause, wiping his
streaming face. Old Bob dexterously
swung a “A New Coon" Into the stately
measures of a triumphal march,

“And now,” Reasley announced, In
stentorian tones, “If the ladies will be
%0 kind as to take the gentlemen's
arms, we will proceed to the dinlng
room and partake of a slight collg.
tlon."”

Thereupon came a slender piping of
joy from that part of the room
which had been scereened from us by
screened from us by the Tree,

“Oh, Cousin Davld Beasley, that was
the beautifullest quadrille ever danced
In the world! And now, plesse, won't
you take Mrs. Hunchberg out to sup
par®

wheeled nbout and enacted the second !

I
“Third couple!” Ile fell In behind |

ance—ALL -1 beg your pardon, Miss |

| morrow,"

Then into the visfon of eur paralysed
and dumfounded watchers came the
little wagon, pulled by the old col-
ored woman, Bob's wife, in her best,
and there, propped upon plllows, Iny
Hamllton Swift, Junior, his soul
shining rapture out of his great eyes,
a bright spot of color on each of his
thin cheeks,

He lifted himself on one elbow, and
for an Instant something seemed to be
wrong with the brace which was under
hig chin.

Beasley sprang to him and adjusted
It tenderly. ‘Then he bowed elaborate-
Iy townrd the mantel-plece,

“Mrs. Hunchberg,” he sald, "may 1
have the honor? And offered his arm,

“And I must have Mister Hunchs
berg" ehirped Hamilton. *“He must
wnlk with me.”

“He tells me,” sanld Bensley, “he'll
he mighty glad to. And there's a
plate of bones fof Simpledoria”

“You lead the way,"” cried the childg
“you and Mrs. Hunchberg.”

“Are we all In line?' Beasley
glanced back over his shoulder, “Hoo
ray ! Now, let ug on, Ho! Musle there |®

“Bror-ra-vo!”  applauded  Mister
Swift,

Aund Beasley, his head thrown back
and his chest out, proudly led the way,
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“You Lead the Way,” Cried the Chlid}
“You and Mre. Hunchberg.”

stepp!ng nobly and In time to the exs
hilarating measures. Hamllton Swift,
Junlor, towed by the beaming old mamse
my, followed In his wagon, his thin
little arm wuplifted and his fingers
curled as If they held a trusted hand,

When they reached the door, old
Bob rose, turned in after them, and,
gtill fiddling, played the procession and
himself down the hall,

And go they marched away, and we
were left staring Into the empiy
room. . . .,

“My soul!" sald the Journal re
porter, gasping. “And he did all that—
Just to plense a llttle slck kid!"

“1 ean't figure It out,” murmured
Sim Peck, plteously. |

“I can,” suld the Journal reporter,
“This story will be all over town to-
He glanced at me, and I
nodded. *“It'll he all over town.," he
continued, “though not In any of the
papers—and 1 don't belleve It's going
to hurt Dave Beasley's chances any."

Mr. I'eck and hls companions turned
toward the street and went sllently.

The young man from the Journal
overtook them., “Thank you for send-
Ing for me,"” he sald, cordially, “You've
glven me a treat, I'm for Beasley 1"

Dowiden put his hand on my
ghoulder,
third figure still remalining.

“Well, sir,”" he remarked,
the snow from his coat, “they were
right ahout one thing: It certainly was
mighty low down of Dave not to Invite
me—und you, too—to his Christmas
party, Let hlm go to thunder with

| bis old Invitations, I'm going In, any-

way! Come on. U'm plum froze"
There was a slde door just bevond
the bay window, and Dowden went te
ft and rang, loud and long. It was
Bensley himself who opened 1t.
“‘What In the name—" he began, as
the ruddy light fell npon Dowden's

behind., “What are you two—snow-
banks? What on earth are you fellows
doing out herel"

“We've come to your Christmas pare
ty, you old horse-thlef!” Thus Mp
Dowden,

“Hoo-ray !" sald Beasley.

Dowden turned to me,
coming?

“What are you walting for, old fek
low?" sald Beasley,

1 walted a moment longer, and then
It happened,

She came out of the shadow and
went to the foot of the steps, lLer
clonk fulling from her shoulders as she
pussed me, I pleked 1t up,

She 1iMed her arms
though her head was bent with wtat
geemed o me a beautiful  sort  of
shome. She stoodd there with the snow

Boeasley drew his hand slowly across
his eyes—to see If they were really
there, 1 think,

“David," she sald, at last, “You've
got so many lovely people In your
house tonight, Isn't there room for—
for Just one fool?
thme !

(THE END},
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IS SECRETARY OF AUXILIARY

Miss Besa B. Wetherhoit of Ohio Re.

celves Important Position in
National Organiiation,
Miss Dess B. Wetherliolt of Gal

Ipolis

0, hins recently bween appolnt-
il natlonal  see-
retaory of the
Ameriean  Leglon
Auxilinry by Dr.
Kate Waller-Bnr-
rett, national
president. of  the
arganlization
which CoIm-
posed of mothers,
wives, sisters and
fanghters of Le-
glon members
und men who
ilied In the serve
+ lew,
Miss bess Miss Wetherholt
Wetherho't, drew nationnl at-

Is

s

He had not observed the |

shaking |

| cording to Mr. Crossley.
| amination for chlef clerk of the park

face and upon me, standing a littie way |

“Aren't you |

pleadingly, |

driving against her and did not speak. |

\ tlon,

It's Christmas

tentlon wihen the nw‘mlwr,«hlp of the
Ohlo Auxillary v as trebled durlng the
first ten mont! « she acted ns secre
tury of that oo mrtment.  During the
vame  period 1 number of loeal
units wus douhuod.  Miss Wetherholt
wWis secretary of the Oblo department
with headqueriors at Columbus from

[ the thme the dopartment was formed

until she asstned the national office,
The Ohlo Auxillary was also notable
In Its efficient work for the rellef of
Elck ond disabled soldiers In the hos-
pitnls of that state during Miss Weth-
erliolt’s term of office. She hias also
bean president of the auxiliary unit
nt Gallipolls,

Miss Wetherholt wns edurated In
the publie schools of Gol'ipolls and
1 a private school at  Cinelnnatl,
hllh:\\'lll;: her graduntion from the
latter institution she engnged in legal
work., During the war she served in
the statistles sectlon of the ordnance
department In Cinelnnntl,  Her spare
time was spent In organiziug chapters
of the American Red Cross,

Three brothers of Miss \Wetherholt
were World war fighters.

ENTITLED TO THE POSITIONS

Commander of Portland (Ore.) Legion
Post Asserts Ex-Service Men
Should Have Preference.

The ex-service man who has equal

or better quallfications for o clty gov-
ernment  position ‘
Is entitled to pref-
erence In appolnt-
ment or electlon,
gneccording to
Jumes J, Cross-
lev, of Portland,
Ore.,  commander
of P'ortlund post,
No. 1, of the Amer-
fean Leglon,

Carrylng his
theory into action,
Mr. Crossley was t_
instrumental in Jas. J, Crossiey.
the organization of a committee in his
post churged with the duty cf seeing
that all veternns of the World war re-
celved a square deal In obtulning mu-
nicipal positions. Working In close
co-operation with the mayor and eity
commissioners, men and women recoms-
mended by the Leglon have been
numed as municlpal Judge, superintend-
ent of the women's bureau of the po-
lice department and chief clerk of the
paork burenn.

In many cases ex-service men have
led the list of applicants for positions
In the civil service examinations, ac-
In the ex.

buresu, Albert Rufner, an ex-service
mun, finished first.

FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

President of Returned Sallors’ and Sol
diers’ League of Australia Urges
Co-operation,

—_—

On the eve of Ameriean Education
week, durlng which the Ameriean Le
glon urged that importance of abllity to
rend and write the English language
should be emphasized, Alvin Owsley,
Leglon natlonal commander, recelved
a telegram from G. J. O, Dyett, pres-

| Ident of the Returned Sallors’ and Sol-

dlers' league of Australln, stating that
the “continued close co-operation of

English-speaking peoples Is the only

safeguard to the peace and happiness
of humanity,”

Mr. Dyett, who brought the greet-
Ings of his organization to the recent
Leglon natlonsal convention In New Op
leans, recently salled for his home,

Replylng to a message from Com-
mander Owsley to Australlan ex-serv-
fee men, Mr, Dyett stated :

“I profoundly appreclate the sen-

| timents conveyed in your message to

Australlan soldiers which absolutely
colnelde with those uttered In my ad-
dress at the Leglon natlonal ronven-
I desire to relterate our admira-
tion of American soldiers and the sin-
cere frlendship of the people of Amer-
lea, nnd trust for contlnued close co-
operation of Engllsh-speaking peoples
as the only safeguard to the peace and

| happiness of Munanity.”

| Ing to Henry A.

FITTS IS BACK IN HOSPITAL
Past Commander of California Depart
ment Incapacitated as Result
of Recent Campaign,

In a Los Angeles hospital lles Buros
L Fitts, past commander of the Oal
Ifornla depart
ment of the Amer
fean Legion, witt
the knee that wat
shattered b
shrapnel in the
Argonne onct
mote b splints a
A result of i
atrenvous activit,

the campalgr

which obtaine
furm and hom
loans  for needy

veterans,

In efMorts to ob
taln support for the exservice men's
mensures before the recent election
Mr. Fitts made one of the greates'
speaking tours ever undertaken in an,
state, e made 1656 speeches In 154
towns In all parts of Californin. Th
physieal and mental strain under
mined the health of the Leglon leader
In addition, In trying to keep all of
his spenking engogements he ofte
used an alrplane. One of the plane?
In which he was riding crashed near
Carpinterin, pinning Mr, Fitts undes
the wreckage and Injuring his shat-
tered leg, Recovering consclonsnes,
In the hospital, e began writing 1ele-
groms to be sent over Californin, urg
Ing the people to vote for the tw
Issues he had fought for

The measures the Leglon her
fought for were nceepted by the peo
ple of California by n 2 to 1 majority
Fitts' sacrifices will menan that Cal’
forula veternns may obtuln farms o
homes of thelr own at n low rute m
Interest and on easy, long-time pay
ments.  Also thousands of acres oy
California lands—provided for by th
lust legislature—will be settled by vet
erans with this ald, Taxutlon I8 not
Increased. The provislons are In no
way n bonus, but every cent Is to be
repald by the veterans with interest,

Mr. Fitts Is a deputy district at-
torney of Los Angeles county., e ob
talned natlonnl note for his efforts in
behnlf of  disabled ex-service men
ns vice commander, commander and
national execut’™e committeemun o*
the Culifornin aepartment.

EX-SERVICE MEN VALUABLE

Director of Welfare Division of Largs
Concern Says Boys Have
Lost Restiessness.

Men who fought In the V.orld wai
have lost their restlessness and are
becoming the
most valuable
employees of big
business estab-
lishments, accord-

Buron R. Fitts,

Reninger of Al-
lentown, Pa., dl-
rector of the safe-

=

ty and welfare
division of a
large cement :
company, ) 2
Mr. Reninger . K
stated that the Henry A. Henin.

policy of his com- ger.

pany was to glve every man who went
to war his old Job or a Letter one
when he returned and thot ex-service
men are glven preference In employ-
ment which has developed since the
war.

“There are a number of Amerienn
Leglon members on our safety and
welfare committee,” snid Mr. Renin-
ger.  “Thelr service 1s of the lighest
order and they have become the hard-
est workers on our staff."

Before Mr. Reninger and his Leglon
assistants tackled the job of redueing
accldents among the 5,000 employees
of his company, 76 working days out
of 100,000 were lost becnuse of acel-
dents, This year Mr. Reninger be-
lHeves that the number of days lost
will be only 25,

Mr. Reninger Is a member of the
Leglon post at Allentown and has
taken a prominent part In the Leglon's
actlvities in Pennsylvania,

NAMED TO DEAL WITH CRIME

H. Findlay French, Representing Le-
glon, Elected Secretary Baltimore
Criminal Justice Commission,

A survey of the gourts, prisons, par- |
don and parole system, soclal mndl-i
tions and all other elements of the
community life bearing upon the pre-
ventlon and punishment of crime Is |
part of the work of H. Findlay French,
recently elected secretary of the RBalti-
more criminal justice commission.

The commission has been I'ormed]
by the Baltimore American Leglon, |
Chamber of Commerce, Board of |
Trade, Clearlng House assoclation, |
Women's Clvie league and similar or |
ganizations, Mr. French, who, Is Amer- |
lean Leglon national executive commit- |
teenian from Maryland, represents the
Leglon on the commission,

Mr. French has stated that the com- |
mission has recelved the heartlest co- |
operation from the simllar commission
in Chicago, which has been in exlst- |
ence for two years, and from the Cleve- [
land commission, which Is a year old.
The Baltimore commission, he unld.l!
will be gulded largely by the experl. |
ence of these commlisslous,

The oalm of the commisslon Is to
make recommendations for Improve
ment of the means of apprehending
and punishing criminals and prevent-
Ing the conditions that breed erlme.

Dyring the World war Mr. French
served with the Eightleth division.

| Aspirin

Say “Bayer” and Insist!

Tnless you gee the name “Dayer” on
package or on tublets you nre not gets
ing the genuine DBayer product pre-
geribed by physiclans over twenty-two
years and proved safe by illlons for

Colds Headache
Toothache Lumbago
Earnche Rheumatlsm

Neuralgin Pain, 'ain

Accept “Bayer Tahlete of Aspirin”
only., Each unbroken puckage containg
proper directiong,  Haowdy boxes of
twelve tablets cost few cents, Drug.
gists nlgo sell hott'os of 24 and 100,
Asperin 18 the trads mark of DBayver
Manufaeturs of Mononcetiencldester of
Sulieylicacid.—Advertizsement,

Luugh at
& the most
good-hearted,

:I
nul

uther people’s Jokes,
tactral compliment

Red Cross Ball Blue Is the finest
product of Its kind In the world, Ew-
ery woman who has used it knows
this statement to be true.—Advertise
ment.

The spider 18 seldom In danger
when his life is hanging by a thrend.

WOMAN SUFFERED
THREE MONTHS

Pains in Back and Nervousness.
Made Well by Lydia E. Pinkham’s
Vegetable Compound

Montevideo, Minn.—*I suffered for
three months with pain in my back and
sides, and was awfu)
nervousso that [ was
unfit to do my work
il After 1 beggnukin,.
dia E. Pinkham'g
egetable Com-
pound Igrew strong,
and now | weigh
pounds. I keep housa
and am able to lift
and do any kind of
work. I have Fot
wonderful resulta
— from the Vegetable
Compound andrecommendit very highly
to my friends, I give mu rmission to
blish my testimonial.’ —Mrﬁ OLe
ERGSTROM, 210 8th St. So., Monte-
video, Minnesota,

Another Nervous Woman Finds Relief
Port Huron, Mich.— *‘1 suffered for
two years with pains in my side, and if
I worked very much I was nervous and
just as tired in the morning as when I
went to bed. 1 was gleepy all the day
and didn’t feel like doing anything, and
was so nervous I would bite my finger
nails, One of my friends told me about
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Com.
pound, and it helped me so much that 1
goon felt fine.’'—Mrs. CHARLES BEELER,
1910 Elk Street, Port Huron, Mich,

~ Women
Made Young

Bright eyes, a clear skin and a
body full of youth and health may
be yours if you will kesp your
system in order by taking

LATHROP'S

E HAARLEM OIL lt

CAPSULES"

The world's standard remedy for kidney,
liver, bladder and uric acid troubles, the
enemies of life and looks. In use since
1606, All druggists, three sizes,

Gold Medal avary
miﬂlllnlhlh:-

Loock for the
box
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