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The Secret Dispatch

By JAMES GRANT

CHAPTER XVI.—{Continued.)
He feered to louk mach, or often, to
ward the distant wood of Honey
Wree lest watchinl eves might be upon
him to gather hints therefrom: =till more
did he fear to visit Natulie sguin, lest,
by doiug so, he might lead to the dis
eovery and arrest of all o the days
and oights of dread, of longing sod sus-
pense, passed slowly afier each other
Bow.

The barriers of rank snd weslth had
all been removed now and Natalie was
peduied to o level lower even than ler
Jover's; yet he cursed the mad soliemes
that Lsd bronght about sueh u revolu-
tion and tossed feverishily and sieeplessiy
on his bed when he rhought of Nutulie
Mierowna—his own loving and beloved
Natalis—so delicate and so teuder, with

white soft shin ainl silks i
sarnest aoid heantiful eyes, lurking among
mern aund outinwed solliers 1o youder
lamp cavern of the rocks, upon her bad
of leaves and moss, The whole affair
reminded him of some of the vld Scottish
ralds, or Jacobite plots, of years long
‘;lled away; and it was fated to resem-

the former more strongly in some of
Its feutures, s the dark sequel will show.

The guards snd sentinsls at Schlossel
burg were doubled; the patrols were in
cessant by land, while on the lake the
guunboats of Admiral Mackenzie cruised
pear the walls; the rannons were loaded;
the watchwords chunged sometitnes twice
within four-dnd-twenty hours; and the
general state of prepuration for s sudden
aftack was ooremitting.  But time pass
od on quietly uutil the night of the I0th
of Beptember, when the crowuning cutds
trophe cuie,
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CHAPTER XVIL

The past das beetl  BUOs
tlﬂnms for the so The =su:
set in fery elouds I the spires of
Be. Petershinrg.  The night was
& moons amd a stroug enst wind rolied the
waters of the Ladoga In hillows of inky
Bue against the massive
ress i fowm skl fary on
on the other the w
swollen by rveent riins
od round the o
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knouted, beaten and |
been miissing: be had guitted the foriress
on some tr and had am
sipce returned; patrols had =2een nothing
wof bim. Then Colons! Bernlhioff woas
more than ever on the alert; bhut Balgo
mis, who now deemed anything
than tlie torture of suspepse, had gone
weary il feverishly to bed, to court for
& time the happiness of oblivion, after
Baving spent nearly the entire day upon
the luke with en armed boat’s crew, pa
trolling by water,

From sleep, however, a sudden sound
aroused him; he looked at his watch, and
saw that the hands indicated 12 o'clock,
midnight. In another moment the sound
came agein—the drums were beatiug to
erms! He beard the clamor of honrse
Muscovite voices in conrt and corridor;
the clanging of the castle Lell, and he
eaw the gleam of torches reddening the
#M black walls and towers, and flaring
on the grated windows as they were
borne to and fro.

His benrt was beating with wild anx-

as he threw on his stad uniform,
his saber about him, placed his pis-
tols in his girdle, and hurried forth to
mest—it might be cross blades—with the
only friends he had in Rossia!
| As he crossed the castle yard by torch-
Hight, he could perceive that the Cossacks
were falling into their ranks with mus-
kstoon and saber; and that the gunners
were standing by their cannon with port
Bres lighted; the latter casting a pale,
y, and uoearthly glare upon the
gawning embrasures, the walls of the
fortress and on their own stolid visages,
which were pale and cadaverous, as those
of people nsuslly who are hastily sum-
moned from nleep in the night.

The portcullis wan up; and Balgonle
eould see its row of lower bars, like a
line of black faungs iu anm open jaw, Le-
tween him and the ontline of the lighted
archway.

“What Is the matter, Colonel Berni-
%off 7" he asked; “what Is the cause of
all this alarm?"

“Matter enough! We have had an
glarm —the plase asema ta he Investad
by troops—infaotry of the libe—the bead
of a column—look for yourself, Balgo-
mle!" exclaimed Beroikofl.

To omit the Christian name of a per
sou addressed, and that of his father,
also, is a direct insult In Russia; but
Balgonie heeded it not then. Ile hurried
to the curtain wall which faced the land
pide, the outer gate, and drawbridge, and
by the light of & torch, he could
pee that which certainly seemed to be the
of a calumn—a front rank of near-
ffty men, clad in the hideons vniform
worn by the Russian army. Their
ts were green, lined and faced with
very tight in the body, with prepos-
long skirts, tight breeches aod
. the kuees, with cocked hata, bay-
flanoel faps to cover the ears In

light of the same torch Bal-
eonld see the bayonets fBixed; and
with thelr

Jagouski, the
i

o Cossuck, had

Sinee mwornn

nl prefense
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jed to the chamber of the uufortunate
| Ivsn, from whese presence they had
somewhat roughly expelted the chaplain,
Father Chrysostom On eutering. he
found thnt the roysl recluse had sprung
frow bed-—ipspired by notural alarm, on

' inding hls chumber mddenly entered at
aud full of armed men; but
iodiguation—he was

tods subdoes], and completely

that,
siral face was rery

W3S a8 strange calmness in

il whatever e thoaght or
anticipated, there was more of calm W

quiry than of fear in his tone snd in the
expression of his fine, soft eres. Qver

his vight dress he Lad thrown a robe de |

chambre of fine senriet cloth edged with
white ermine; ¢ in his attire, with his
miig half and deiicale Tealures, so chani-
il in expression Ly long
lete seclusion from the auter world,
lie seemed more llke a tall handsome
womuen they a young mao of tkree.add-
twenty sears

“What is this youo tell me, Colonel Ber-
nikofl.” he wis asking, sasx Bualgonie en
tered: “wmy unbhappy life threatencd, say
you

“Even mo," auid Bernikaf hoarsely,
while averting his stealthy eyes from the

solitode and

young man's open and earnest fuce;
“even so, Irvan Autopoviteh; but your
denth will pot be of sy seeking.”

“Whose, then?

“Your friends.”

“Anel wherefor®

“There are those without the gates
who seek 5, snd you sunst dot fall
nlive inte their hands,” sald Captain
Viasfief steruly, as Le felt the poiut of
his pubor with n fnger

“Alas! 1 do not understand who ean
come o seek mel” replisd the poor

pirince, shoddering now, while an EIpTes
sion of horror began to spread over his
fine face—a harror gathersi frotn t

%
ne
feree and relentiess aspect he read in the
r g LI

aronml] him—and b
or so toward lLis bed,
ng vohee

leave me, good Calune]

lenst give me n sword—

dult! thor wxizh
nand for whnt purpose?” tho

nikofl, as he sought to lash himsel? into
the reguisite piteh of fury: “for what
nurpose, 1 sas

“That I may defend myself.”

" 'Tis needless,” said Tscliekin, with
a told smile: “we shall take sare of you."

“Oh, Carl Ivagoviteh Bulgonie, my
friend, wy good friend; you 1 cnn trust

you | can cominand—eome hither, and
reredin by iy side,” sald the prince, in
nti imploring arcent, a5 o solemn fore
boding fame upon Lim when he saw (he
| kabers stealthily drawn from their seals
hards on every gide, and even the terrible
Nicholas Panloviteh drawing near, dag-
'ger in hand, with his long lock of halr,
| kis scowling front, dand a eruel expres
I kion, the very lust of bluod in his deep-
eet, Wtuny  eves “Carl, Carl,” cried
| Ivan: “your hand!”
| *“Captain Balgonie—he here!” ronred
| Bernikoff, with one of his terrible male
| dietions,

“Oli, excellency!” implored Balgonie,
scarcely knowing what he should ask or
urge.

“Begone, sir, to the barrier gate, and
keep the guard there to their duty—be-
gone, sir, I command you, oo your alle
giance to the Emprensl”

To refuss or linger were alike impos-
sible, though a wild cry of entreaty es-
caped the lips of the youug prince, who
sprang forward, but was thrust roughly
bark toward his couch by mauny hands
and many leveled weapons,

The sword of Damocres, which had
hung over hia unhappy head so long, was
about to descend nt last!

Balgnnie, his heart swollen almost to
bursting with shame, rage and grief,
mshed down the stalr of the keep; but at
the foot, and just as he pansed where the
old chaplain Chrysostom was saying de-
voutly ov his knees the prayers for the
dying, he heard & shrill and protracted
ery of agony ring through the vaulted
tower—a cry that made his blood run
cold!

Humanity, generosity, and all his own
good impulses wonld have drawn him
back to the side, and, If possilile, to the
nid, of Ivan; but the force of discipline,
and a knowiedge of his own uuter pow-
erlessness, made him pause, for he was
but one man—a foreigner, too—opposedd
to s whaole garrison of ferocious and un-
scrupalous soldiers.

When, from the inner harrier gate, he
looked up to the window of Ivan's room.
he saw that the lights had been extin
guished and sll was darknesa now,

o sword,

CHAFTER XVIIL

When Beruikoff appeared with his
group of officers, Charlie Balgouie per-
ceived that there were spots of blood
aupon his long, white leather gauntiets,
that his saber blade was broken off with-
In six inches of the hilt, and that u ter-
rible expression of ferocity clouded his
features and those of all aronod him,

At that moment the drumiuer of the
summoners Leat a call for the third time,
and Bernikoff, advancing to the wicket.
in the palisades of the second iuner gate,
opened It, and, with a great sternness
of maoner, demsanded what they requir-
ed.

“The release of His Imperial Majesty
Ivan IV.,” replied Basil Microwits, in a
firm voice, while courteoualy saluting

lof triumph fashed ln the mallclous eyes
of Derulkoff, who gathered more of Lis
resl weakuess from this evasive reply

than the rash young noble iIntended.
“Listen, Colonel Berolkoff," he

oon

tinned while drawing from hls breast

a long paper of official sapect, to which

w
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FASHIONS OF GRANDMOTHER'S | ability of wulle

DAY REVIVED

several grees sud scirfet senis were at- i

tached. “Her Majesty Catharine I1,
having come 1o the conclusion of resign

ing the imperial crown and of nplm-iu;i
it on the head of the Emperor lvan,
whom she now feels herself compelled to |

ecknowledge as her lawful soversign,
| though basely deposed in infancy by her

predecessors, the Empresa Elizabeth and
the Emperor PPeter [IL; therefore ahe

hereby communds vou, (ulonel Bernikoff,
Guvernor of her Castle of Sellusselburg,
to set the prioee at liberty, with all
speed and honor.”

For & document and summons of this
artful and remarkable nature, Beraikoff
was mltogether unprepared. For 8 mo-
ment he grew dead|y pale, but for a mo-
menit only, aod glanced at the startied

| faces of those aroond him. Had he been
%

(e precipiiate (n b
“"Where is Her Majesty just npow? Le
asked

“Iu the palace of the Czars, at Novgo

“Was Novgornd so empty of all the
grent nobles and oMoers of Russia that
A document of such & nature was intruet.
el to a mere lievteannt of nfavtsr—a
deserter from Livonia!" sald Rernikoff,
with & swdden rage. *"Tis an impostrre

i forgers, Lhere is but one monarel on
ecarth, the Empreas (Catherine: and you,
Mierowitz, and all who leagne with you,
are but base dogs and treaitors!”

“Forward!” eried  Basil, brondishing
Ihl- saher: “storm the gate—bayonet all

who oppose us'"

[ “Long live Ivan Antonovitch long
live the Emperor!™” exelaimed his soldiers,
| ushing forward, But the wicket in the
palissdes was at ouee closed, nud secured
agniust them by an enormois transverse
beam of wood; and though a confused
volley of musketry was exchangsd be-
twitenn them and the main gusrl, no one
way struck, save Bernlkoff, who stagger-
ed back iuto the nrms of Viastier, having
| been barotietad in the bresst hy the de-
| merter Jagonskl, who drove Lis weapon
between the palissides, oearly finishing
I'what DBasil had Legun by the blow of a
musket, bat which crushed the colonel's
hat and nearly fractured Lis skull

“Aahl dogs and Asiatics, you have
stroed me!™ shooted Dernikoff, whose
voice was honrse with rmige snd  pain

‘Dost know the penalty of wonnding an
oficer—aof striking & soldler who weurs

5

n decoration ¥

‘Acceursed Tartar, | peither know nor
cnre.. 1 revengoe @ brother's death at
Zorndorf, tmy own pangs, and the muar
der of Peler TIT™ reyq
s l‘. with n bitte

May my right
tongas | eeve o the
when most | need 1
not a terrilde vengenn
work!™ erind Bernikoff Viastiof, T'sche-
kin, slhiow thom their prines!’

While the undaunted Basil and hls
friend Usakoff, with their soldiers, pro-

ceeded to wheel round n eanvon of the
outwarks, a thirty-two pounder, for the
purpoke of blowing apen the wicket inner
barrier; and while Balgonle, a =ilent but
excited and sick-lieartied spectator of the
whole affalr. Hugered close by, heedless
whether the round-shot and grape, with
which they were charging the gun, came
his way or not—a window in the first
story of the keep wos dashed open, and
while every torch and evers ove were up-
litted to the place, a terrible spectacle,
which hushed all inte momentary si-
lenes, wan exhihited
It was the dead body of the young
snd handsome Ivan, suspended by the
neck, at the end of & rape, stripped even
of his night dress, cold and white ns the
marhle of Paros, and gashed with tem
gaping wounds.
(To be continued.)

DELAYED 8BY ébLD WEATHER

Time - Tablea Hrokeam by Thick Of),
Poor Coal, Froxen Water, Etc.

Reagons are numeroua for trains be-
Ing behind In exceedingly cold weath-
er, but rallroad men are always ex-
tremely careful not to acknowledge
that trains are behind, except In indl-
vidual Instances,

Passenger trilns are as often de
lnyed by frelghts, It Is sald, as by any-
thing else. Freights bave a hard row
to hoe in cold weather, - They stop so
often that they cannot keep warm,
The oll in the boxes of the journals
freezes or becomes hard after the train
has stood for m few minutes, and It
Is. Impossible to start up. Perhape
the train gets half-way into a switch
or out of it and cannot move another
nch. ‘I'nen a pnssenger comes along
and cannot get by, This bhardening of
the oll in the axles Is the worat trou-
ble, The traln must run ten or AOf-
teen miles hefore friction warms it to
eusy running.

There s great difficulty In getting up
stepm In cold weather. Everythiug ls
cold about the engine. Conditions are
tiot normal and the machine—for an
engine is as much a machine us any
other—will not work well. Often It s
Impossible to get up stenm. Some-
times the pipe freezes between the
eugine and the tender, preventing wa-
ter from ruunning from the supply
tank into the boller. This, however,
is not common. Even the raliroads
have trouble with thelr coal. If the
fireman chances to shovel in poor coal
on a very cold day It wlll not make a
hiot fire,

Officials are pot anxious to make
time i cold weather. They know that
more breaks and defects In rolllag
stock will come to light with the Arst
bard freezing of the winter than In all
the rest of the year, and they know
that more accidents are likely to oec-
cur during cold weather than at any
other time. A wheel or & weak rall
that has stood the test of all the rest
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but little Jess distinetness the same by
gone periods, and in less degres the some
polut is noticenble in striped goods, vepe-
cially in those that show faint fHowering
or scrolling besides the stripes.  Such

dAresamakers, who pow that old fashions
have been drawn upon so freely, are
rather hard put to it to keep up an
output of novelties. But with the sug
gestion of half a century ago conveyed
in the tabrie to be worked npon, no serd-
ous amouut of scheming need be done for
the rest

The foregoing hints of what will be
the most mwerked feature of swnmer
dresn goods, but there in besides another
general eharacteristic. That is saftness
of weave and plinkility. This will per-
vade wsolid eolor goods and practivally all
the other weaves that da not have old
time mnrkings, bhut the texture will not
stand forth as will the figuring. Open-
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st ffs I wasch Tt thesr Glmioess | Liose SO speclhinens  (Tom south Af-
st & fuirly hammersd fnto the ob -

e <5 . v ioa are thriving on 4 farm uesr Niee.
borke,  There in pot 1o be .
s of the sorthiough eflerts Oy=ters are satnlned by X-rays Tor
of a few sumtiers ago. Hitibous of con penris by Raplael Dabois, a French
trasting oolor = not show through to uvesilgntor. The ovsiers are not in-
nt of inter embel neut thet woukd jured. and those coutzining pearls too
bser beetter belt withoot amy sageh disclos

iere will e silk, bawn or Basen Hnin

stunll to be of yalue are retorned alive

P indstion for e filiy Cabries bug]*oF further growih
the Tale is positive that the two layers| Mous. Charles Fabliry of the French
il exactly in Hurmwouy | Avademy of Sclenoes aunovpees (liad
if ealuring throa; the sastime ix o vl '“‘_,,,_u:‘“ piits of the light of
Vi W f the T spnguadpeed  faneios tie stur Vega, one af the hrightest in
;Ilt‘-fjl l' “rl t.":‘ .‘\: 'P.I.!I;: uet benvens, when i ds sesn I'_" ¢ the
ta bt ith in el weather, shiow thael iU 1e
Wit qualntnes B wf vagsestnd (n mal to thit of = -.t_.r;:l..:.-! |.I"l-1.ll",'
the dress godds, then the dressmaker mirtilog ot a distance of 2500 feet

st sappdy it Indead, many custamer

will demand it both in the material an

in the manper of meking. Bur the mst

ter af = pg it in e making shoul
it warry thise wlho do pot tnsist on
harine §t in spee wiuy that nn othe
woman has it Fractiently all that i
characteristic of =iviish dressing  Jus

4
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have n regulnr putber of dally trips,

’
_|and tnvariatly sedk Mielr stables nfter

A tog ren

.
s the

v hiee thirtieth

now has beea brought oot from the past, | TWene sixth buriml Lotie a0 short tite
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Lure from what has been seen of late an
| to alarm the conservative. For the gown

stuffe are going o prove o gredt help to |

|

of the initinl, Jdull bine canvass in sng-
wested], with shirdines, tockings and ap-
pligue figurea of the muaterisl. For the
first gown of the next picture, natural
colur pongee usnd brown satin bands,
Next, see brown volle and embroidery
of & darker hrown, and to the right of

(this 1a & design for gray venetian clany

Ince dyed to matech and gray sllk oros-
ments. In the next picture, in like on
der, mea a hiscuit broadeloth, the skif
wtencilled, the coat embroidered in co

of the color of the goxds, A gowu o
blue taffetn, with uousual cording in thy
some shade, and with Russian lnce trim:
mings in stylish arrangement, is to the
right of this, nnd Inst is a figored blug
valle finkshed with lavish embroidery, the
ricliness of the latter brought into com
trast by the strictly tailured cost.  Suck
contrust, the colors of the two portions

T TO IMPRESS,

being noticeable In both ol ;rud new

but of the color coutrasts se abundany
for many seasons, the summer will see
but very little,

Fashiom Notes,
Bclumud stocks W match are now

Veilings may be ine or courss, plaln of
fancy.

Ostrich plumss and pompots sre Ip

A\ onovel  wberoseogee o viewiug
ot sobstnnees ing
Academy
An

Ielgth s gnonnt-

metted or Infonsaely
ey deseritysd o the Vienia
of Sods 1'rof,

Bloecirie oven twao

s by I hselteot
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il om the alideet stand, and yhelds tem-

periiures wup o 1200 ddeg U In use
the Tens bs separnted from the heated
oot by about oue iuch. Even ot the
Bighest temperatunes of 1he suhsiance
ander examunntion, howsver, Loty mi-
roscope fod objeéctive e Kept guite
by o spwcind arrangoment of Ak
brovstiis } Lisd. nindd pirnl tulv carry-
ing leecold wiler
I n vibrating tonklug-fork is |--'.I""1I
I a tuoe the sound I markedly re-
Infurded, Starting with thls faot, the
It 1 i Porter, of Eaglhind, bas
i wsivd 1 new L] i ! ra) A1
which o 1l 1 e I Ll
truinpset « i | sy
I 2] el vard
nglumy TN I Ll
Sl of bler dvtionn o s that
e sovnd w 4 L il nge
ia ol T 1 aik
niernuttent form, nod the I'mlng gas
Lelng thos thrown i a sories of
Wihes wilneh ar Powerie Linn
e original  soundowipves relnforce
bis salis E
The Royal Socioty o Losdon wis
recently eatertained with gn pocount,
i'." It I Procock, of n spider of the
Desidue fumily, Helng o Austealin,
which tunkoe He hinhitatlor nE the
seashore, In the crevieos of e rocks,
bertween bigh and low water marks

This location Is selectod doubt, bes
ranse it abounds with the food that
these splders prefer.  But when the
tide Is in, their bomes are coversl with
witer. Instewd of deserting them, how-
ever, the splders solve the ditfieulty
by means of closely woven shects of
silk, which they streteh over the en-
trunees, and within which they -
prison sutlicient alr to keep them alive
during the time that they remaln sub-
mergel,

T

Women Who Betrayed Men.

In nearly overy Instance of treach
sty and corruption resulting {n & publie
scandal  doring  the last fifty years
womsdn has played a prominent and Ig-
aoble part. The real instigntor of the
wlime, she goes unpanisthesd, bringing
0 those connectsd with her lgnominy,
lisgrace, exile and sometlmes denth.
| Oue of the most notorious of thess
woten who for o puiled  the
itrings of history was the Barotess de
Kauln, a German by birth, who caused
he downfull of old General de Clasey,
the Minister of War In Parls during
Die presidency of Marshin!l MacMphon,

The general, Infatuated with  the
yroness, was o the hubit of lunchiog
with lher at her hopse close to the
Elysee every Thursday, after the meet-

Uie

.. ..'f

e 0f

While they were at lunch her sers
rants were taking shorthand aotes of
he ministerinl prpors in the genoral's
wartfollo, which were then forwarded
nocipher to Bismarck in Berlin, wha
his knew overy Friday morning all
that hind passed in the Freneh cabinet
ronnell on Thursday.

This went oo for two years, and
nieht never have been discoversd (e
De buroness had not made the mis-
ake of helng wo grasping.  She suos
eeded fn obtalolng from the geueral,
who could refuse her nothing, valugble
irmy contracts for some of her friends;
his led to searching inguivies on (s
wmrt of disappointed candidates, and
he whole business came ont I"oar-
wn's Weokly.
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Betthing Lawauits in Indin,

They have a way of settling fnw-
its o Tndig that it would be well te
topy here, aocording to Lis Springlicld
Republican.  When o dispute  nrises
wer the ownership of lund two holes
tre dug near togetlior and the opposing
awyers nleely planted up to thele
wiintr.  The first one to become hitten
3y # bog or becomes wo exhuusted that
¥ has to be exhumed loses the Cane
for bis cllent. This does awny with
mneceasary talking, and adds an |n-
leresting element of chance to the
fame.

Fertilisers for Onts,
One hundred and sixty pounda am
(bcre of nitrate of soda and muriate of
potash, equal parts, materially |

A
coals are very for even | ‘aata

iag wear.
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