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Old Blazer’s Hero

_———

By DAVID CHRISTIE MURRAY.
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CHAPTER XXIIlL.—{Continued.}

Bince be had broken the bond which
for a little while had held him, he bad

len back into all the regulsr ways of
F youth, and among other revived hab-
ts was that of taking bis mother to the
#ld-tashioned chapel in which she had
worshiped, after her own fashion, all her

fe. He used to sit 1o wmight of Maiy
ackett there, and without eriticising
motiven too closely, it is just possible
that he continued that revived habit of
his as much for the sake of seeing her
as for any reason which the pastor of
the place might have fonnd more solid

It happened one gusty Sunday night i
midwinier, & month after Hackett's re
turn, that he went to chapel alone, and
returuing homewsnrd, overheard a phrase
which, io ils own due time. brought him
the supreme temptatiou of his life,

The Bard was dutifully elbowing Hep-
gibal homewsrd, and the two were bur-
ting against the wind, hesd downward
aod shoulders squared, when Blape came
up belind them. Hepzibah, with the
wind in her ears, was uncouscious of the
footsteps in her rear, and mhiouting to
Bhadrach, said:

“I'rust @ woman for resdin’ & woman's |

heurt [t's Ned her cnres for”
The unwilling listener stood suddenly
still, and all the blood In his body seem
od to riot for & moment in his beart aud
hend. He wans conscious of nothing for

while, and when he recovered himself

e was surprised to see the dark figures
still but a little way o frout of him. He
peemed to hare been absent from him-

it and them for a long time. Hepzi

ah's voice reached him, blown back:
ward by the wind,

"No." Bhe was evidently answering

me saying of Shadrach’s which Blane

ad missed, “No harm'll come on't

Her's as good s gold, and so is be; but
It's him ne ber's grown to care for.
though it's a million to one her pever
Buvsses [y

Now Ned Blane had never played the
eavesdropper in hin [ife before. but if
all self-respect bhad bhung forever upon
th! isspe of thiat temptation, he would

ave let it go. He had followed to hear.
simply and purely because he couald not
t: otherwise, bt now that he lind heard

stood sull in the roaring wind.

If that were true!

The thought hauuted him thereafter
flay sod night, and brought with it such
femptations as the simplest minded mny
fancy., But in a little while the true
temptation came. That howling wind

rued due porth and blew for days. It

re bitter frost upon its wings, and
rked every stream and canal and lake
aud standing pond deep In black ice.
There had been no such frost for yearn,
and all the sknters in the township must
peeds turn out day by day or night by
Bight to reve! on Parker's mill pond, »
ppace of water some doren acres in ex-
Ssut, which, being sheltered by thick-
wooded slopes from the wild wind. had
frozen marble smooth. Ned was oot
much of an expert, but the fleet pas-
page through the stinging air at once in-
ppired and soothed him, and he was
fhere night after night amongst the
d who sped to and fro in the com-
and going of numberless torchlights
aad the steadier glare of cresset fires
Which burned npon the bank.

Baturday afternocon left him fres for
am hour or two of daylight, and he set
out for the pool As he reached the

there was a great noise of applause,
pad & huge horseshoe line of spectators
was formed upon the ice to watch the
|lutions of some skilled performer.
od, dangling his skates in his hand,
alked over drearily enough to see what
t be seen, and shouldering through
fhe crowd at a place where it was less
flense than at most points, beheld his
ememy, who, with half his world for
Smlookers, was rollicking hither and thith-
with an enchantiug grace and surety.
habitual swagger became him here,
was converted into a beauty. He
gircled, poised on the outer edge, at ap-
impossible angles, soaring like
even wing, waving and darting
and sweet dexterity, and
more by volltios

of skill and muscle.
the ringing les,
and hand clap-
to all his old
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' and nearer to the warniog posti, trusting
to his own swiftness to carry him harm-
leas over the treacherous lce. And Blane,
since one must needs te!l the whole truth
abont him, stood lookiug on o satisfac-
tion in the certalnty that by and by the

lce would give way with him, aod maybe |

drown him, and so rid the earth of
vilalu growy phencmenal

Hackett wan throngh, and the
lee starred right ta the feet of (he horse
shoa line. The people started Lackward
with & wild stampede, which wet the nolid
floor waltzing like the slow muvement of
free wnter benesth free wind Ned
Blane Leld his ground.

“irown!" he ssid within himself

Then iu one mere second—for at sach
times faney will buay berse!f, and will
get through more work than she will do
In & common year—he saw il that might
happen from this unoamable  villain's
death, and justified himself 1o let him
die, and exulted in the thing that lay be
fore him.

I'p came Harckett, spouting
screaming with struggling arms, and
down agnin he went llke a stone. The
erowd yelled snd screamed, and wen!
silent. He enme up again and elutched
at 4 sqaare of ice, and went down with
it. And then and there, with one inered
ible lightning fash, Rlane read his owu
heart, and sustched hin own salvation

and

CHAPTER XXIV

On a spring mgroing the wind was
clanging aod the bells were pealing, and
rent clouds charged over the chill blue
field of the sky at such a pace that the
ronduom gleams of suushine vast between
them swept hill and dale with & bird
like speed. The strong sunshine breast-
ed the heathy hills and elimbed them at
a fash; the surly shadow crept in |ta
renr, and the pew bright racer leaped be
hind the gloomy edges of the cloudy
shnde, as if eager to annikiiate it

Shadrach, standing at the door of his
mother's cottage, elad in his Sundny best,
with a white favor in hin coat, and Lis
hands enshrooded in monstrous gioves
of Berlin thread, fized hin new hat with
np nir of resolution, as if prepared to
hold to it in sny extremity of the wind's
boisterous Jollity,

“1 tek it." he sald, turnivg to Hepzl
bah, who stood behind in & suwmery cos
tnme of white muslio and & very triumph
of o bonoet—*1 tek it as a kind of honor
us ain't often done the likes of hoz™

1 should thick it," soswersd Heprn
hah.

She apoke almost suappishly, being
engaged with a hairpin and a refractory
glove-button, but she looked op s second
later with a frank and smiling fare

“Yes," sald Shndrach's mother, hover-
ing about Hepzibah aod touching her
Liere and there with decided fingers, and
retiring with her head on one side to
ahserve the artistic effect of each stroke
“It's a thing as you'd ought to remem
bers to your dyin' day, Shadrach. To
be tied by the same words—it's a noble
honor, Bhadrach, and 1 hope as It be
speaks well for your future.”

“Ankore to that, [ says, ma‘am!™ said
Hepzibah's mother, who was weak like
Shadrach, whilst S8hadrach’'s mother was
Jerkily decided, like Hepsibah, “Hepx-
bah,” she mdded solicitously, “you're
lookin® a bit coldish already. You'll be
froze In that book muslin afors you
reach the church. You'd better have a
shaw! across your shoulders.”

“Rubbidge!” sald Bbadrach’'s mother.
“The wind'll keep 'em warm enongh. It's
tinte wa started, ain’t it, Shadrach T

Bhadrach, with diMecnlty unbuttoning
his coat, drew from an loner pocket m
great turnip of a watch and consulted it
with pride.

“Thear's a good three-quarters yet.”
he answered. ““Theer’s no use in arriv-
ing before iverybody. Ned and his good
lady’ll be on the stroke o' time, I bet.
Nayther too soon mor yet toe lats, that's
Ned's maethod.”

“%Well, then, shut the door and sit
down,” sald his mother; “and for good-
ness mercy’'s sake let me button up your
cont! You'd leave all your finger tips
I' the butten holes.”

“Theer’s many curious things as comes
to pass,” sald Hepsibah, seating herself
with a slow, angular precision, and
spreading out the book muslin with eare-
ful hands, “as pobody od iver dream on,
and this is one of 'em.”

“AR” returned Hhadrach, “Mister
Ned's got the wish of his heart at last.
and I'm gay and gisd of It Her held
bim off and on & longish time, though.
Her might ha' got It over this Ume last
year, without seemin’ amyhow uacom-
mon. 1've ne mind to speak il ¢' them

rtod—"
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the windy hesth,
lahly arming the bride
“We shall have = ruy for It yet, [ de-
elare.” cried Shadrach’s mother. “There's
the carringe adrivin' to the charch. 1
can see the white faviour on the cosch-
mau's bosom™
The windswept music of the bells
| polled round them, and aw they reached
the gate, panting in indecorvus haste,
Mary Hackett stepped from the carriage
| and greeted them with a smile. The last
| sy of clond was borne away by the
boisterous wind, and the akj shose clear,
as If for o happy omen
(The end.)
AMERICANS IN PERSIA

known to & majority of the people here,
but your countrymen, nevertheloss, are
| very wuch lu evidence there In "h'l
commercial sense,” sald Sir Charles
Ross, who waa In 1502 the Britsh
consul general for south Persia. Sir
, Chiarles 1s here on a visit, and is say-
"lug &t the Albemarie, snys e New

York Commercial Adverilser.
“When | was cousul to South

Yankes Enterprise lo Noticcable in the
Ehah's Dominion.

“Persia, | dare say, is a country liitle

Persin,” bhe continued, “1 frequently
commented In my reports on America s
growing frade [n that couniry, aud [
muade particular mentlon of your practi-
esl meibods, because | belleved they |
deserved the attention of the leading
busiuess men in Englaud,

“A yeur ngo | vislted Persia, andd,
although | was not much surprised, 1
was certainly amused at the wouderful
mergy and ordginality America hadl dis-
plaved In pushiog her trade Inieresis
#nce 1 was there as consul. 1 found
that American merchants bad opened
gp commercial museums lp most of
the great centern of Persian trade, so
that the nstives could see for them-
selves all the classes of goods that are
to be had from this side and your
merchants had been sdvised to study
carefully the form In which ther
Persian customers llke to recelve their
wares. At the commercial museums,
too, 1 was surprised to find Americana
who could spesk Persian fluently,
ready to snswer 8]l questions that re-
late o the goods exhibited

“Hussin s, of course, Englnnil'l1
ehlef forelgn competitor commercla 11;"'1
Sir Charles continued, “and ber trade
{nfinence in Persla 18 largely on the 1o
crease. £he has only recently, 100,
warted a regular stenmship service [
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Among the office-seekers who oime
fwfore President Marrison, was one
who wanted to represent the United
Stsntes 2t Yokohama  “Do yon spesk
Japanese”™ asked the President. The
applicant faltered; then sald he did
“Well," sald the President, "kt me
bear you soeak 1L Al right! Ask
e sometiitog in Japanese”

In Prove, Utah, there dwells n vege-
tarign with whom Senator Reed Smoot |
loves to argue.  The vegetarian de
clured, during one of thelr heated de |
that one should pot eatl egEs.
¢ they bnteh into meat, and
therefore are meat.  “Well” sald the
Benstor, “the kind of eggs 1 eat
woukdn't hateh tnio tmemt | eat them
Lodled—not
Vigor of speech was A characlerisin
Judge Burr, of Conneoticut,
lately te<lggned from the bench on e
potitit of deafuess A New Ha
yor opee intreidooed o Judge Burr an
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While stories were golug the ronls
it the Loambs' Club, one uight, Fruucls
Wikon contributed one about o lead
g man of o theatrieal company that
tad Letome strandsd at Saginaw. The
wading man installed hlmself ot 8 ho ‘

and lved g precarious life, while

for One o |
rung the Lell fn his room for [
Nobody answersd. Then |

In the hall, leansd over |
aind enlled “Boy! Oh,
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tween Odessa and the Perslan  gnlf,
The Russinn  Stéeam Navigation
company supplies the ships, but It 1s
known that the Ruossian government
has undertnken to subaidize the venturd
for a term of years

“Huseln, ton, 1a Persia’s dominant
eradlior, nnd 1s credited with a very

with & IPersian loan. The money wad
porrowed In Parls at a low rate of
interest. and lent to Teheran at a ligh
rate: 8o that the wily Muscosite, with-
out putting hand In pocket, draws &
snug little anoual Income from Persla,
which is, of course, not wealthy emough
to borrow cheaply.

“Persia, however. has a great com-
merclal future. The country e lm-
mensely rich In natural resources, and
the greater part of its cultivation will
reet In the hands of either England
or Russia. If America, too, continues
to pursue her enterprising commrelal
methnds there, 1t 1s quite possible that
she may become a third party In the
trade development of the country. To
gain such a place would certainly be
worthy of America's best efforta’

Radinm and Milieanium.

There seem to be po limits to the
strange ideas which the new principle
of radio-activity may compel us to
accept. says an English expert Dr.
Rutherford has recently shown that
radium compounds project atoms
ioto surrounding space with a velocity
of twenty thousand miles a second, s
speed which no otber form of mattes
has been known to resch. A traln go-
Ing at sixty miles sn bour— & mile a
minute—travels onesixtieth of a mile
per second; so that the mdlum emana-
ton files one milllon two hundred
thousand times as fast as an express
traln. Nevertbheless, we are Lol jet
prepared for the view that radlo-ac-
tive emanations from the sun give poor

likely are the causes buslness worries,
want of fresh sir and the fiscal ques-
tion, public and private. But perbape
the most advanced conception I8
that of M. Gustave le Bon, the French
phyricist, who, after discusing the
“Energy Intra-Atomic” of atoms,
forsees a millennium when “an (lim-
itable source of power will be placed
at the service of bumanity, without

got bold of the whole mupply.
fapey & few thousand years
elapse before mankind has yoked the
atoms to bls machines

New Arma for Boldiers.
Within three years the United Btates
army end militla will be armed with
the new Bpringfield magasine rifie. The
hundreds of thousands of krng-jorges-
sen guns ob hand will eventually have
te be broken up as valuslesa

California's First Prune Tres.

The first prune tree was planted In
Californla 1o IST0 by s Frenchman,
who brought tbe tree to this country
from France. The fGrst orchard—ef
ten acres—began to yleld In 1575,

and the title of the republic bas been
changed three times.
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snlinal o the meadow, He has four
jois; two ure on the front slde and two
pre ufterward. These are the weapons
o which be runs.  He alwo dofends
Limself by extending these in the rear
fn & pursilel direction toward his foe,
but this he does only when he Is inoat
sgeravating mosd, There 8 no ani
mal ke the horse. No sooner tlhey
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the morning time. They have got
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Kussian Ufficers Were Well Matched
in Voint of Hravery.

It 1s doubtful if the soldiers of any
pution are bruver than those of the
cziar of Russig. 1t is reluted of Field
Murshal Puskjevitch that in the course
of the siege of Varaovie, being some-
what discom aoded by a bot tire frum
u certaln battery, he ordered It to be
shicllsd, but to no purpose.  1lis troops
did not seem able to locute the enemy
und their shot had no effect. Finally
the feld marshal himself gulioped
forward and sternly conunsanded:

“What Imbecile I8 in command
here?"

“l am,” answered an ofcer wibo ap-
proached,

“Well, captain, [ shall degrade you,
since you do not know your business.
Your shells have no effect.”

“True, sir, but it Is not my fault
The shells do not Ignite.”

“Tell that to others. Don't come
trylng to fool me with such chalf. You
will receive your punishment this even-
ing.”

The captiin coolly took a shell from

plie near by, lit the fuse, and hold-
ng it in the paimns of his hands, pre-

ted It to the murshal, saying:

“Bee for yoursell."

The marshal folding his arms acroas
his breast, stood looking at the smok-
ing sliell. It was a solemn moment
Both men stood motioniess, awaiting
the respit Finally the fuse burned
out, and the captaln threw the shell
to the ground.

“It's true,” remarked the marshal,
turning away to consider other meas-
ures to silence the enemy’s fire,

In the evening Instead of punish-
ment, the captain received the cross
of the Order of Bt. Wiadimir,

Wit in the Comrtroom.
Thomas Flatly of Boston, the well-
known Irish lawyer and wit, was act-
ing for the defense in a divorce case,
during the cross-examination of the
emntm asked the following question:
You wish to divorce this woman be-
cause she drinks™ “Yes sir" -“Do
you drink yourself?" “Thal's my bus-
gness,” wsuld the witness angrily.
Wheteupon the lawyer, with face un-
poved, asked one more question#

*Have you any other businesa?

It's easler to pull your ideals down

sal.

fhan It is te live up to them.

| talk over his affuirs with

| tentiment
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Try to Handie Your Work inm W ok
inme Houra

It §s 4 refection upon Your owa b
jness ability that you cnunot sl
4 living during business hours You
il butsor is n conlession o your wir
of your weakness and neapuacity
of your uot being master of the <
uation or egual o coulroutiug swery
encies Women naturally adwoir
strength, capacity eMiciency  ann
vourage in men They adwmire a may
who can pot only make a living bu
wiso make It easily, without fretting
stewing or worrying  Your wife wil
think less of you if you continusils
lug bome your business cares

This does not mean that you shoul
not keep your wife Inforuesd alsad!
your business Every man  houl
hiiw Wile
and she should slways know the
wet condition of his bhusin YMany
mal bas come to grel by Keeplog 2
wife In Ignoranee of o sttt
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towitrd one duother and toward othol
people. und a  spirit of  helpfulines
and  utter  unsellistiness ni
wiuys Lo present o the it
shionid be regurded as the most sgess
spel om earth The hnstuind sbhouid
look npon it as the one pluce In a2l
the world where he cun gel  away
from  business tronbles, and the ex
getions, grinding and  erowding  of
life's struggles—a plave Lo which he
van flee from 811 inharmony und (dis
vord, and find pedce and  rest, con
nnd satisfaction It should
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bee g place where he always longs
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SEVENTY YEANS OF CABS.

lamsoms First Appeared la Loades
;:';, fcors and Ton Years Pimce.

Uu Chyistmas day seveotly years age
Loy
Jhancery Lane
ey carriage, which
surld has been known ever since ad
be “hansow cab.”

nany gencrations has tyrannised oves
Englinh speaking people. In the streels
o London to-day appear & pumber of
dectrically propelied Bansotm cabe
podeled much like the haneom, bul
wrried on four wheels The two-
vheeled vehicle bas long ago bees
wnd smped &s A0 iptolerable nulsance,
md it is ouly because Enpgilab people
(e the very adamant of conservatisie
hut It is possibie for 14,000 hansom
mbs to ply the streets of London nat
s very day 1 know of dogeus of
wople who have discarded them wnd
wye taken refuge in the slower. bt
ar sufer, four-wheeled hackney oar
e weient tenndle box which
Leach usedd to love o carbenture, and
ahiloh required early rising und ek
jatience for o trip across London. The
wift bansom L [te advantages f that
plong the streets
b troftie,
posy sl ol crushos,
than euttinterhak
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sither wo to China than ride In such
1 IHOnNSITOuS Clrri e Itut Mr Han
wim Uved down oll the cliinor of the
Jmid and anll the huffoonery  of the
sits. who el s cal the moders
eulilotine In disgolse Canil snw bils e
Fention the most prepuiar of the ve
The hunsom
The elecr
pleg] enb will hioprove yeas Iy yoear
yud I the meantime the old, diapisedy
dute four-whesler hng
There are aiready
Sundreds of fine four whieelors, prae
cally first in the
' go it one neml oo longer e
ng ot of its wins
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MUST HLED GOLD DECOHUM |

Guesta ot an Alaskn Hote! Are Supe

Ppassit Ul eurly
I Mayu,

o ' hunklion |

Oue of th Wiown of
Nin
wlho hias recently start
at Rampart io et werrltory. A frieoad |
of libs vecelved a letter from bim oy
notinelng the fact of his venture, writ
ten soberiy a
the oid frontlersman,
however, was unigue.
purngraphbs, three i
foullows

“Captain Muyo's Saloon and Chop
House 1

“The Best Bunk Houwse North (,l1
Mexico

“irst class in every particulir
Every known fluld, water excepted, ol
gule @t the bar. Private entrance fo
indies by ludder in the rear. Fire es
capes through the chimney, Electri
lights threwout last Summer, Ihon
Hodgin, Medical Exasmlver Rates
oue ounce per day.

“Indinns and niggers churged extra
Specinl rates to ministers and the
gambling ‘profesh'"

Among the gems of the house rules
ure the following:

“(ucsts will be provided with break.
fast and dioner, but must rustie thele
own lunch.

“Iogs not allowed In bunks,

“Candles and hot water charged ex.
tra.

“Towels changed weekly."

As hints to guests are the following
printed instroctions,

“Craps, chuck-a-iuck, horse poker and
blackjuck run by the management

“Dogs bought and sold.

“Jusect powder for sule at the bar

“Always notify the bartender the ex
tent of your puwe.'

HIS MUSTACHE WAS G . NE
Former Member of Congress Was Not
KHecngniged by Uld Friends,

A portly. sinouth-shaven man walked
into the house yesterday and greete¢
members with  “Hello, Bill,” sné
“Hello, 8am,"” with all the assurance
of an old arguaintance,

The members addressed stared at the
wtranger in blank amsazement. They
were sure that they had never lald eyeq
on him before, aud were nol quite abls
to make up their minds whether ha
was posscssed of unusual gull or was
dementrd. BSome were inclined to re
sent the familiarity, but the stranger
didn't seem to mind, e appeared, ju
fact, to accept ns a huge joke the seu-
sation be was creating. ;

An a=sistant sergeant-at-arms might
have Leen summoned to eject the In-
truder bad not Mr. Cowherd of Mis-
souri solved the puszsle.

“Hello, 'Billy’ " was the cheerful
way In which the stmnger addreased
the Missourl member.

“You huve the advantage of me, sir,”
sald Mr, Cowherd, as he straightensl
with a suggestion of ruffied dignity,
#] don’t think | bave the pleasure of
your scqueintance.”

“Rure of that? gqueriad the stranger,
with assurance unabasbed.

“Yea | am quite cer—Why, b-ello
Dave!™ and the Missourian threw his
arms around the presumptuous vialtor.

It was “Dave” Mercer of Nebraska,
former chairman of the house commit-
tee on public bulldings and grounds
By the removal of his mustache, &
rmplete trapsformation has  been
worked in the appearance of the fors-
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POKES FUN AT JOHN BULL

Canntdlan Has His Own Views Aboul
tioie L s Agsoms the Nea,

Peter MeArthor i# o Canadian whose
Fougland aud English society
fntere=Ling In his
pow Liook, “Te Be Taken With Salg
An kssay Teaching Une's Grands
pother to Suck BEggs” by gives o num-
Ler of apliorisms that st orthodox
{bilosophy ot detinnce.  Here are @
lew sawples

Segsickness has kept more encinles
st of Engiand than her prowess Is
War.

Loudon takes more for granted thas
the rest of the world knows,

The great trouble with the Eoglisb s
thut they nre trylng to repel the Amen
lean Invaders with business methods
it camme over with Willlam the Com
yueror.

Most of the things talked anbout im
London sovlety are fitter subjects fos
prnyer than for gossip,

To be original I8 to be wrong.

Culture I« the consclousness of truth
eapressed In conduct

Good form appwears to e the acco
mulsted wearluess of  centuries ex
pressed In n general alr of boredom.

One of the blessings of belug & ho
morist 18 that all your mistakes pam
oMf a8 jokew

Conservatism and Iaziness are hard
to distinguish,

In order to carry on an argumend
yon. wust deseend to the other man'y
level.

One shanld never snoll a wood theory
by explaining It

Let me make the jokes of the eme
pire; 1 care not who makes Ita blus
ders. .

London Is full of elever people whe
expect to get salvation In a2 momend
und spend the luxury of being damned
over a lifetime.

The rurkoo of phllosophy has sue
ceanfully lald her egg In the nest of
theology.

London In overcrowded with serfous
minded people who stand in awe of
thelr own Ignoranee,

An Enpglishman's soclal standing
seerns to depend on the number of peo
ple he ean afford to despine,

The averuge Englishman has so deeg
t reverence for antiquity that he would
=ather be wrong than be recent.

Thia country Is full of people wha
ire starving up to their positions—
London Expresa,

Virws ol)
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Coul | Nt Favor Uniona.

The city of Toronte recently called
for bids for firemen’s clothing and the
lowest competitor was the Crown Tald
oring Company. The contract, how
tver, was awarded at a higher pries
to & concern using the unlon label
Thereupon the Crown Talloring Cons
pany obtained an Injunction. In res
dering a judgment Chancelior Boyd
declared that in lssulng its specifica
tions the city conld not demand the
use of any particular union label and
thus discriminate against certals
classes of laborers who might ba as
capablo as those entitied to wie the
Iabel. The true test of ability, he
heid, Is not membership In a union.

Might may not make right, bet §

(peuslly manages tn make good




