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A "BARBAROUS" PLOT,
Ten days later an order of the Insur-
was Issued to Its
adherents who had remained In Manila,

The Grand Army of the Repullic at |of which General Otls justly cbserves,

ita recent natlonal encampmen
at Philadelplila has brought to my
attentlon and to that of the congress

the wisdom and justice of a modifica- |

tion af the third section of the act of

June 27, 1890, which provides pensions
for the widows of officers end enlisted |ammunition where oonvenient;

held that “for barbarous Intent it is un.

equaled In modern times'" It orders
that at 8 o'clock on the night of Febru.
ary 16 the territorlal militia shall eome
together In the streets of San Pedro
armed with their bolos, with guns and
that

men who served ninety days or mora | Filipino families only shall be respected,
during the war of the rebelllon andg but that all other Individuals of what-

were honorably discharged, provided
that such widows are without other
means of support that thelr dally labor
and were married to the soldler, sallos
or marine on account of whose service
!hty claim pension prior to the date of
ac
THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

On the 10th of December, 1888, the
treuty of peace between the United
States and Spain wan signed. 1t pro-
vided, among other things, that Spain
should cede to the United States the
archipelage known as the Phillpping
islands, that the United States should
pay to Spain the sum of $20,000,000 and
that the civil rights and the political
staatus of the natlve Inhabltants of
the territories thus ceded to the United
States should be determined by con-
gress, The treaty was approved by
the senate on the 6th day of February,
1899, and by the government of Spaln
on the 18th of March following. The
ratifications were exchanged on the 11th
of April, and the treaty publicly pro-
claimed. On the 224 of March the con-
gress voted the sum contemplated by
the treaty and the amount was pald
over to the Bpanish government on the
15t of May.

In thisg_manner the Philippines came
to the United States. The islands were
ceded by the government of Spaln,
which had been In undisputed posses-
slon of them for centuries, They were
accepted, not mercly by our authorized
commissloners In  Paris, under the
directlon of the executlyve, but by the
constitutional and well-considered ac-
tion of the representatives of the peo-
ple of the Unlted States in both housea
of congress. 1 had every reason to be-
lieve, and 1 still belleve, that this
transfer of sovercignty was in accord-
ance with the wishes and aspirations of

the great mass of the Filipino people. | farce,

HISTORY OF OOCUPATION.

From the earllest moment no oppor-
tunity was lost of assuring the people
of the lalunds of our ardent Jesire for
their welfare and of the Intention of
this government to do everything pos.
sible to advance thelr Interests. In
my order of May 19, 18598, the com-
mander of the military expedition dis-
patched to the Philippines was lo-
structed to declare that we came not
to make war upon the peoplegof the
country, "nor upon any part or faction
among them, but to protect them in
their homes, In thelr employments and
In their personal and religious rights.”
That there should be mo doubt as to
the paramount authority thers, won
August 17 It was directed that “there
must be no Joint occupation with the
Insurgents,;” that the Unlted States
miust preserve the peace and protect
persons and property within the terri-
tory occupied by their milltary and
naval forces; that the Insurgents as
well n= all others must recognize the
military occupation and authority of
the United States. As early as Decem-
ber 4. before the cesslon, and in antiel
pition of that eveni, the comimandar
in Manlla was urged to restors peace
to undertalis the

and trangullity and

extablishment of a bengflelent govern-
ment. which should afford the fullest
gecurity for life and property

YWE COME AS FRIENDS"
On the 2ist of Decetnber, alter the
treaty was slgned, the commander of

the forces of occupation was Instructed |
“to announce and proclalm in the most |

publle manner that we come, hol as
Invaders and conquerors, but as friends
to protect the natlves In their homes,
in thely employments and In their per-
gonal and religlous rights,” On the
pame day, while ordering General Otis
to ses that the peace should be pre-
gerved in Jlollo, he was admonished
that it is most important that there
ghould be no confiict with the Insur-
gents” On the 1st day of January,
1899, urgent orders were relterated that
the kindly Intentions of this govern-
ment should be In every vossible way
communicated to the Insurgents.

On the 218t of Januury I announced
my Intention of dispatching to Manila
a commmission composed of three gentle-
men of the highest character and dis-
tinction, thoroughly acqualnted with
the orient, who, In assoclation with Ad-
miral Dewey and Major General Otls,
were instructed “to facilltate the most
humane and effective extension of au-
thority throughout the lsiands and se-
cure with the least possible delay the
benefits of & wise, generous protection
of life und property to the Inhabl-
tants.”

THE PHILIPPINE COMMISSION.

These gentlemen were Jucob Gould
fehurmun, president of the Cornell
university: the Hon, Charles Denby,
for many years minister to China, and
Prof. Dean C. Worcester of the univer-
sity of Michigan, who had made a most
careful study of life in the Phillppines,
While the treaty of peace was under
consideration in the senate, these com-
missioners set out on thelr misslon of
good will and lberation. Thelr char-
acter was a sufficlent guaranty of the
beneflcent purpose with which  they
went, and they bore the absolute In-
structions of this government, which
made thelr errand pre-eminently one of
peace and friendship.

“SINISTER AMBITION” ARISES

But before the arrival at Manila the
sinister ambition of a few leaders of
the Filiplnos had created a situation
full of embarrassments for us and most
grieveus In its consequences 1o them-
selves. The clear and impartlal pre-
liminary report of the commisaloners,
which 1 transmit herewith, gives so
fucld and comprehensive history of the
present Insurrectionary movemoent that
the story need not be here repeated. it
s enough to say thut the claim of the
rebel leader that he was promised Inde-
¢ pendence by any officer of the United
States In return for hia assistance has
no foundation In fact, und Ia categorl-
cally denled by the very witnossss who
weore ealled to prove it, The most tha
insurgent leader hoped for when ha
enrmne biek to Mpnila was the lberation
of the lands from the Spanish control,
which they had heen lnboring lor years
without success to throw off,

The prompt accomplishment of this
work by the Amerloan army and navy
gave him other Idbas nnd ambition, and
Insidious  suggestions  from  various
quarters perverted the purposcs and
fntentlony with which he had taken up
arma  No sooner had our army caps
tured M‘nlla than the Fillpina forco
began to*nasume an attitude 51 suspl-
clon and hostility which the utmost
efforis of our officers and troops wery
unable to disarm or modify. Thele
kindness and forbearance were taken

of cowardice. The ARgTres-
slons of the Filipinos continually In.
greased untll finally, just hefors the
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ever race they may be shall be exter-
minated without any compassion, after
the extermination of the army of necu-
pation, and adds: “Brothers, we must
avenge ourselves on the Americans and
exterminate them, that we may take
our revenge for the Infamles and
treacheries committed upon us. Have
no compasalon upon them; attack with
vigor.” A copy of this fell, by good
fortune, Into the hands of our oflcers,
and they were able to take measures
to control the rising, which was actually
attempted on the night of February 22,
A week later than was originally con-
templated. A considerable number of
armed insurgefits entered the city by
waler ways and swamps anl in corcert

. with confederates Inside, attempted to

destroy Manila by fire. They were kept
in check during the night and the next
;1!! driven out of the city with heavy
ons,

WHAT THE COMMISSION FOUND.

This was the unhappy condition of
affairs which confronted our commis.
eloners on thelr arrival in Manila They
had come with the hope and intention
of co-operating with Admical Dewey
and Major General Otls In establishing
peace and order i{n the archipslago and
the largest measure of self-government
compatible with the true welfare of
the people. What they actually found
can best be set forth In thelr own
words:

Deplorable as war Is, the one In which
we are now engaged was unavoldable by
us. We were attpcked by a bold, adven.
turous and enthuslustic army. No alter-
:"Iﬂlira wis left to us except 1o fight or re.
reat,

It is not to he concelved of that any
American would bave sanctloned the sur-
render of Manlla te the Insurgents. Our
chligntions to other natlons and to the
Fillpinos and (o ourselyes and our fag
demanded that force should he met by

Whatever the future of the Phllif-
pines may be, there is no course open o
us now except the proseculion of the war
until the Insurgents are reduced to sub-
minsion. The commigsion is of the opinion
that there has been no time since the de-
struction of the Spanish squndron by Ad-
miral Dewey when It was Kmalhle to with-
draw our forces from the islands with
honor to curselves or with safuty to the
Inhabltants,

REBELLION MU3T BE PUT DOWN.

The course thus clearly indicated has
been unfiinchingly pursuad  The rebel-
llon must be put down. Civll govern-
ment cannot be thoroughly established
until order s restored. With a devo-
tlon and gallantry worthy of its most
brilllant history, the army, ably and
loyally assisted by the navy, has car-
rled on this unwelcome but most right-
eous campalgn with richly deserved
success, The noble self-sacrifice witn
which our soldiers and sallors, whose
terms of service had expired, refused
to avall themselves of thelr right to re-
turn home as long as they were neaded
at the front forms one of the brightest
pages In our annals. Although thels
operations have been somewhit fhter-
rupted and checked by a relny season

1
| of unusual vielence and duration, they

have gailoed ground steadily In every
Mrection, and now look forward con.

fidently to a specdy completion of thely
task.
GOVERNMENT OF NEGROS.
It was ordered that the government
of the lelnnd of Negros should consist

of o military governoy Appelnted by
the United States milllitary governor of
the Phlllppines and a clvil povernor
und an advigory council elected by the
people, The military governor was au-
thorlzed Lo appoint secreturies of the
treasury, Interlor, agriculture, pubilic
Instruction an attorney general and an
nuditor. The seat of government was
fixed at Bacolor. The milltary govern.
ment exerciges the supreme exdécutive
power. He I8 to see that the laws
are executed, appoint to ofMice and nil
all vacancles in office not otherwise
provided for, and may, with the ap-
proval of the military governor of the
Phillppines, remove any officer from
afMice. The civil governor advises the
military governor on all publie elvil
questions and presides over the ad-
visory ecouncil. He, In general, per-
torms the duties which are performed
by secretaries of state In our own Sys-
tem of government,

The advigory councll consiata of elght
members elected by the people, within
the territorinl Hmits which are defined
in the order of the communding generay,

THE SULU ISLANDS,

The authorities of the Salu islands
have accepted the succession of  the
United States to the rights of Spaln and
our flug Noate over that territory.

Om the 10th of August, 1806, Brigs-
dler General Bates, United States vol-
untecrs, negotlated an agreement with
the =ultan and his principal  chlels,
which 1 transmit herewith, By artlel:
1 the moverelgnty of the Unlted States
over the whole archipelago of Jolo and
its dependencies |s declared and ac-
knowlpdged.

The United States Nag whil be used
In the archipelago and its dependencles,
on land and sea. Piracy Is to be sup-
pressed and the sultan agrees to  co-
operate heartily with the United
Btates authorities to that end, and to
mike every possible effort to arrest
and bring to justice persons engnged
In piracy. Al trade In domestic prod-
ucts of the archipelago of Jolo when
earried on with any part of the Philip-
pine islands and under the Amcriean
islands, shall be free, unlimited and
undutiable. The United States will
glve full protection to the sultun In
case any foreign natlon should at-
tempt to Impose upon him. The
United States will not sell the (sland
of Jolo or any other Island of the Jolo
archipelago to any forelgn nation with-
out the consent of the sultan. Salarles
for the sultan and his associntes In
the adminlstration of the Islands have
been ngreed upon to the amount of
$760 monthly.

A BLAVE MAY BUY HIS FREEDOM.

Article 10 provides that any slave In
the archipelago of Jolo ghall have the
right to purchase freedom by paying
to the master the usoa) market value
The agreement by General Bates wos
made subfect to conflrmation by the
prealdent and to the future modificn.
tlone by the consent of the parties In
intarest, I have conflrmed sald agroe.
ment, which I have directad ghall be
communlcated to the sultan of Joln,
that this agresment s not to be deemed
In any way to nuthorize or give the
consent of the United Stnleas to the
sxiatence of slavery In the Sulu archi-
pelago, I eommunicate these facts 1o
the congress for Its Information and
actlon, Everything Indicates that with
the wpeedy turprmlnn of the “agalo
rebelllon life in the archipelago will
soon resume It ordinary course under

the protection of our soverelgnly and
the people of those favored Inlands will
.
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they have never before known. Alrealy
hurMreds of schools ure open and Alled
with children. Religious froedom s
sacredly seoured and  enjoyed  The
courta are dispensing justice  Business
Is beginning to clreulate In U8 aocus-
tumed channels. Manila, whose iwhib-
ltants were fleelng to the countey 4 few
months ago, I8 now a populous angd
thriving mart of commerce. The ear.
nest and unremitting endeavors of the
commisglon and the admiral and major
general commanding the department of
the Pacific, to assure the people of the
beneficlent Intentions of this govern-
ment, have had their legitimate effect
in convinglng the great mass of thsm
that peace and safety and prosperity
und stable govérnment can only be a
loyal scceptance of the authority of the
United States.

The future of the Philipplnes rests
with the congress of the United Ftates.
Few graver responsibllities have ever
been confided to ue. If we accept them
in a spirit worthy of our race and our
traditions, a.great opportunity comes
with them. The islands lle under the
shelter of our flag. They are ours by
the title of law and equity, They
cannot be abandoned, If we desert
them we leave them at once to anarchy
and finally te barbarlsm. We fling
them, a golden apple of discord, among
the rival powers, no one of which eouid
permit another to selze them unques-
tioned. Their rich plains and valleys
would be the scene of endlesa strife and
bloodshed. The advent of Dewey's fleet
in Manila bay instead of being, as we
hope, the dawn of & new day of free-
dom and progress, will have been the
beginning of an era of misery and vio-
lence worse than any which has dark-
ened their unhappy past.

INDEPENDENCE IMPOSSIBLE.

The suggestion has been made that
we could renounce our authority over
the islands, and, giving them Independ-
ence, could retaln a protectorate over
them. This proposition will not be
found, 1 am sure, worthy of your serl-
ous attentlon. Buch an arrangement
would Involve at the outsat a cruel
breach of faith. It would place the
peaceable and loyal majority, who ask
nothing better than to accept our au-
thority, at the mercy of the minority
of armed insurgents. It would make us
respongible for the acts of the insur-
gent leaders and give us no power to
pontrol them, It would charge us with
the task of protecting them against
edach other and defending them agalnst
any foreign power with which they
chose to quorrel. In short, it would
take from tha congress of the United
Stutes the power of declaring war and

vest that tremendous prerogative in
the Tagalo leader of the hour.
NO RECOMMENDATIONS.
It does not seem desirable that 1

should recommend at this time a spe-
cific and final form of government for
thise lslands. When peace shall be
restored It will be the duty of congress
to construct & form of Eovernment
which shall establish and malntain
freedom and order and peace In the
Philippines. The Insurrection Is still
exigting, and when |t terminates fur-
ther Information will be required as
to the actual condition of affairs be-
fuore establishing a permanent scheme
of civil government. The full report
of the commission, now In preparation,
will contaln Information and sugges-
tions which will be of value to con-
gress, and which T will transmit as
s0on as it Is completed, As long as the
Insurrectlon contlnues the military
arm must necessarlly be supreme, But
there Ig no reason why steps should
not be taken from time to time to In-
augurate governments cssentinlly pop-
wlar in thelr form as fust as terrltory
can he held or controtled by our troops
To this end, I am considering the ad-
vigabllity of the return of the commig-
slofg, or of such of the members there-

of we can e seoured to ald the exist-
ing authorities and facilitate this work
throughout the Islands. 1 have be-
lesved that reconstruction should not
begin by the egiablishment of one cen-
tral clvil governfnent for all the isl-

ands, with e seat at Manila, but rath-

er thot the work should be eommenced

by bullding up from the bottom, frst

cslablishing a municipal government

and then provineial BEOVernments, a

centril government at (ast to follow,
PORTOD RICO,

The systema of ¢lvil Jarlsprudence
now adopted by the people of this isl-
und |8 deseribed by competent lawyers,
who are famillar with it, as thoroughly
modern and scientific, so far as it re-
lates to matters of internal business,
trade, production and social and pri-
vite right In general, The cities of
the Island are governed under charters
which probabtly requlre very little or
no change, So that with that relation
to matters of local concern and of pri-
vite right, it is not probable that much,
If any, legislation, Is desirable; but with
reference to public administration and
the relations of the islands to the fed-
eral government, there are many mat-
ters which are of pressing urgency
The same pecessity exists for legisia-
tion to extablish judiclal jurisdiction in
the Island as has  been previously
polnted out by me with reference to
Huwuil. Hesides the administration of
Justice, there are the subjects for pubs.
He dands; the control and Improvement
of rivers and harborg; the control of
the witers or streams not navigable,
which, under the Spanish law, belonged
0 the crown of Spain, and have
the tréaty of cesslon passed ta the
United  States: the Immigration  of
pesple from foreign countries; the im-
portation of contract labor; the Impo-
sitlon and collection of Internal rev-
gnue; the appleation of the naviga-
tion laws; the regulation of the current
money; the establishment of postoffices
und post ronds; the regulation of tarift
rates on merchandise Imported from
the Island into the United States; the
catablishment of ports of entry and
dellvery: the regulation of patents and
copyrighte; these, with various other
gubjects which rest entirely within the
power of the congress, call for careful
consideration and Immedinte nctlon.

The 14th of December will be  the
1Mtk anniversary of the death
of Washington. For a  hundred

yeary the republic has had the price-
less ndvantage of charncter and con-
duct which he begqueathed to the Amer-
lean people. It Is an Inheritance which
time, Instend of wasting, continually
increases and enriches. We may just-
Iy hupe that in the years to come the
Benlgnant Influence of the Father of
his country mny be even more potient
for good than In the century which |s
druwing to o close.

Presented to this congreas are great
opportunities. With them come great
responeibiMiles. The power  econfided
to us Inereases the welght of our obili-
gatlon to the people, and we must be
profoundly sensitive of them ns we
contemplate the now nnd grave probs
loms which confront us. Alming only
ot the publie good, we cannot err. A
right  Interpretatlon  of the people's
will and of duty cannot fall (o Insure
wige mensures (F the wellare of the
islnnds which have come under the
authority of the United  Btates nnd
insure to the lslands the honor of this
country. Never has this nation had
more abundant cause than during the
paat year for thankfulners to God for
manifold Lleswings and moercles, for
which we make reverent acknowledsg-

ment.
WILLIAM M'KINLEY,

Executive Mansion, December §, 1808
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[ look about me in dismay,
1 read the prints with feeling sore;
The times seem {11 and every day
1 feel their fierce oppression more.
Priscilla eweet, 1 turn to you
For comforting in my distress
When mercers’ reckoning fall due
And balliffs on my pathway press.

{ may not eat, T may not drink,
Nor emoke in quest of mild content
Except of sordid pelf T think—
Of taxes to the government,
Of prufits to some lucky wight,
Who to a better fate was born,
While 1 must ponder day and night,
Lest 1 be tattered and forlorn.

Priscilla sweet, I turn to you—
And etill another grief is mine,
My heart with sadness thrills anew
And 1 am gsmitten and supine,
No variation do I meet
From these opressions which hold
Bway
For even you, Priscilla sweet,
Are growing dearer every day.
—Washington Star.
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The Two Sisters.

EEE ok 2 S O SR A A
(By M. Crosble Thompson.)

When first thils slckness fasteped on
me T knew not which was bitterer, life
or death. To me, helpless, despairing,
there seemed less torture Iin the lcy
grip I feit so suddenly upon my heart.
S0 at first I counted death, too,among
my enemies,

Then came the day I found out their
pecret—found out why and how I was
dying, and realized that the discovery
had dellvered Into my hands those
who wronged me,

Weary days as I lle here alone and
look back on the past few months, I
wonder that & commanpiace life llke
mine could have been wrought into
such & terrible tragedy. It 1s not yet
& year, Millleent, since you came 1o
us, with your sweet, sad smiles and
funerda] widow's weeds, to make havoe
of my life and take my husband from
me. You, my little slster, so grief-
stricken and subdued; I so anxious to
mother you and comfort you. But all
my minlstrations falled to rouse you
from your hopeless sorrow, till at last
1 appealed to Jim, my husband.to cheer
you up! Dear God! how unwittingly
one may set about the ruin of one's
happiness!

I remember how he acted on my
suggestion, began to show Millicent
some small attentions, brought her
home a few (rifling presents; and so
successful were hila efforts that In his
presence the heart-broken little widow
ceased to droop and pine. I remem-
ber the first time I heard them laugh-
Ing and chatting gayly together 1 relt
1 could never thank Jim for his kind-
ness to my sister. Poor fool, poor fool!
Blindly loving and trusting both, I re-
jolced as the wsadness dropped from
Millicent llke the widow's weeds which
were 80 speedlly lightened. Interest-
¢d and amused at her bright talk and
prett yways, Jim began to desert his
club and spend hia evenings at home
with us, I was not jealous—then. But
it's llke sitting in hell now to look
back on those qulet evenings when,
for all those pretty ways of hers and
childlike manner, the woman set her-
self deliberately to take away my all
Hefore my unseelng eyes she wove
cunningly the web which bound my
husband to her, Her web has proved
w snare, Tangled in its folds we shall
now all three perish together,

When Millicent's visit to us had pro-
longed fteell indefinitely, 1 bégan to
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\wish for her departure. While she and

Jim had Kept close friends, her man-
me became  persistently
disagrecable. Even In Jim's piregenc
she criticiged y housekeeping, found
fault with my cooklng; In fuct, for
want of boetter occupation, she openly
gat In judgment on my every action,
and generally found much to condemn
in each of them: and When at last, in
answer to her appeals, Jim began to

| slde with her agalnst me, my patience

could stand It no longer., She was
making my lfe Intolernble; so, com-
Ing to a sudden determination one

day, I went to her and told her It was
time her vigit should come to an end.
For an Instant I belleved her to have
gone crazy, when she (nformed me with
a cruel sneer, that she was my hus-
band’s guest, not mine, and that only
at his request would she leave the
house. Furiously angry, I rushed to
Jim. He was alone In his dispensary.
I repeated Milllcent’'s words to him,
and, catching hold of hig sleeve, 1
would have dragged him stralght Into
her presence,

“You must come and tell her to go
at once,” 1 sald, “She shall not stay
another hour in my house.

He freed hils arm from iy hold with
& sudden ferk. “Damn you!"™ he sald
angrily; what makes you think I'il in-
terfere? Can't two women ever live
together without fighting? Your sls-
ter s welcome to stay nere as long as
she Hkes, She's a far better sort to
get on with than you, my dear wife"

As he spoke my whole world seemed

qumh-uly to go o pleces—swift a8 o

flaxh, though wholly unsuspected untll

then, the knowledge of my position
came upon me. Milllcent and Jim
were together against me, I stood

alone. None of life's lessons s %0
hard for a woman to know and under-
stand as that o man can cease to love
her. Stupld perhaps In all else, T un-
derstood now, all too quickly, that
Jim's love for me was dead. He loved
Millicent. A lifetime of agony seemed

compressed  Into  the moment that
brought this knowledge to me.
We looked struight Into one an-

other's eyes, There was o message for
me In his which I could not fail to
read. "You know all now,” they sald,
deflantly; "do your worst."

“Pither Milllcent or I must leave
this house!” I cried. “Declde! Which
of us shall it be?”

“You can go, If you
swered doggedly.

This was the end.
once,” . I sald.

My preparations for departure were
goon complete, My first Impulse was
to go somewhere by Lraln, miles and
miles away, A long way off from Jim
and Milticent 1 could think things over
hetter, Putting on my hat and coat, I
notleed my purse lying on the dresa.
Ing table—menn, poverty stricken purse
that I suddenly remembered contalned
but one farthing. I had Intended to
ask Jim for an advancs out of my
hougekeeping money that very morn-
Ing, and now—I conld never in this life
nsk Jhm Moreland for anything agin.

Ilke,” he an-

“T will go at

A woman's face stared at me from
the looking glass, It could not have
been my own face, for thlis woman

pmtied ot me—a grim, hard amille; dhie
nodded her head glgnificantly once or
twice, and 1 Tound mysell ropealing
the words 1 reud upon heér mocking

Hps:  “Drown yourself! drown yeur-
welf!  The river Journey costs nothe
Ing!"

Oh, cruclly wihse words! You are

right, you are right. The river was
there to drown me and my trouble,
and tho sooner the better!

As I turned to .leave the room, that

Inevitable journey, Jim knocked at
my door. He came in sulky and re-
iuctant, but concilintory. He hadn't,
of course, meant what he had sald,
had been speaking to Milllcent, who
would leave the house at once rather
than cause & misunderstanding be-
tween us, Would I not come down
and make friends with her and forget
all the jealous nonsense | had talked
In the morning?

Was this a reprieve from death?
If Jim were willing Millicent should go
away, I need not drown myself. Yet
1 was not glad or comforted; no trust
was left in me. But—they should have
their chance to make wrong right, so,
though sick and hopeless at heart, 1
resumed my everyday ways and re-
turned to my household occupations,

We dined ull three together that
evenlng—what a cozy little party we
looked! I had taken extra pains to
prepare & dainty meal, and, moved by
some unusual impluse of extravagance,
ordered flowers sufficlent to nearly
cover the table. 1 dressed for dinner
carefully, wearing one of the few pret-
ty frocks 1 poesessed. My cheeks

were burning, my eyes shining, but
my heart was like lead within me,
Millicent looked at the table, sur-

prised as she took her seat.

“Why,” she said, “we have white
fluwers enocugh for a wedding."

“Or a funeral,” said I, and thought
that it wes because of the bitterness
of my volce that my companions
blanched.

We studiously talked dreary com-
monplaces to hide our thoughts from
one another, till Jim sald I looked
pale, and should tike a glass of Bur-
gundy. I protested, but he went him-
welf to the sideboard to get the wine
he wanted. Btanding there with his
back toward us, he filled a glass,
which he brought to me himself. As
he Fet the wine down before me he
laid his hand on my shoulder. “Drink
that, old girl,” he sald kindly, almost
affectionately; "I see now that you've
been letting yourself run down, and 1
ghall be having & patlent on my hands
ir 1 don't look after you."

When Judas kissed Christ, he set
the fashion In treachery. With my
husband's hand still resting caressing-
ly upon my shoulder, I drank the wine,
thus taking the first step toward the
death enare lald for me. That night
1 went early to my room, [feeling
queer and slek; before & week was out
I had, indeed, become ope of Jim's pa-
tients, too ill to leave my bed.

The days passed; I grew steadily
worze, not better. While I le helpless.
racked with pain, Milllcent has &s-
sumed the management of the house,
There i8 no more talk of her going
away. She comes to me once or twice
a day, and I can see a look of malici-
ous triumph In her eves as she asks
coldly what she can do for me. In
the evening she and Jim sit together.
I, Iylng In the room overhead, am con-
aclous of the smoke of his pipe and
their freqeunt laughter. Those were
my hours of torture.

But comfort came at last. T dreamed
one night that some one was trying
to potson me. When 1 awoke it was
early morning. Outslde my window
there was a stir and twitter of birds;
within the house, I only was awake.
For the moment my head was clear.
1 was free from paln. As I lay there
{dly watching the morning sunshine,
my dream came bac kto me; then sud-
denly I realized In reality. A moment's
thought proved the truth of .my con-
viction—Jimes' wine, Jim's medicineg
Milllcent's braoth, all resulted In much
the same sort of torture for me, all
were helping on the much-desired con-
gummation of my disease,

Oh, the horror, the eruelty of it!
But, oh, the blessed chance that 1 have
not  died helplessiy lgnorant and unre-

venged! So, et Jim anpd Millicent
kill me as deftly, as crafilly as they
iy, 1 am forewarned. Like the i lnd

winnt Samson, T shall mot die alone.
Two weeks paessed since my day
of comfort hroke., The pesd for me I8
now here. I leave all ready. 01d low-
yer Sutton has In  His possession  a
sealed package—-to be opened after
my death, It contilned my actusation
against Jim and Milllcent, & request
for a post-mortem examination. I al
enclose a small bottle of medlelne anc
of broth, both of which, I am sure, will
on analysls show traces of arseniec.
Just before I gent for Mr. Sutton I
had almost & qualm of remorge. 1 was
thinking of Jim on the scaffold. High
up there, what a handsome man he
still would look., Little changed is
he, indeed, since the day when, only
4 medleal student, but such a good-
lpoking voung fellow, wa used Lo meet
by stealth at the foot of my father's
orchard. Evening after evening he
used to walk five miles out of town
and back for the sake of half an hour's
lovemaking with me, Sometimes '.hn.-ry
was & moon, 5o metimes there was
summer darkness; but we always
found one another under the old apple
tree, in which we could sit togather
and Kigs and promise, Instead of vex-

atlous parents and poverty, that we
would love one another forever and
aver,

Remembering  those old days my
heart grew soft within me, and Kl
me If you will, Jim,”" I thought, “but |
cannot hurt you,”’

Then they came together into my

room, Millleent and my husband, and,
As my eves met the eyes of my mur-
derers, all senge of pity left me, Milll-
cent €opmed more amlable than usual
“Jim {8 thinking of having anothr
doctor In to see you,”" she Informed me
“lgn't it ridiculons? You really look
ever so much better today.”

“T don’'t want to see a dpetor,'' 1 sald,
“1 know 1 am dying, and {f Jim can’l
cure me, no one else can,'

“1 think I'll ask Brown to walk back
with me from the hospital,” sald Jim
nervously. “He might suggest a dif-
ferent treatment.'

vPerhaps—if he understood. But he's
not very clever; he'll not find out what
alls me’

1 spoke softly, but Jim heard me.
A shadow fell on his face, and he look-
ed at me anxionsly, Interrogatively.
But Millicent was equal to the ovcasion,

“Never mind, dear,” she sald to me
sweetly; “If It pleases Jim he may
bring Dr. Brown to see you, though
we nelther of us belleve him to be as
clover ag our own doctor here.”

A couple of houre later Jim ushered
this stupld looking young man into my
room, polnted out to him the symp-
toms of my Ilness, which olearly Indi-
cnted that T was suffering from peri-
tonitls, and described his treatment
of my case, Brown, scarcely notlcing
me, listened to Jim attentively, agreed
with him In everyihing, made a few
random suggestions a8 to dlet, and
took his departure, Hiy visit was, on
Tim's part, o prudent precaution, Then
I aaked to see the old lnwyer. Millieent
came with him Into the room and re-
mained while he was there. 1 bade her
glve My, Button the parcel which |
nad ready, lying in a drawer. I suw
her inepect it euriously, but she conll
ke nothing of 1t “That's for Jim,
Mr, Sutton,'’ T =ald, “when 1 am gone
You must open it when you hear of
my dorth, and you will find Instruc-
tions (nslde."

The poor old fellow was touched al
this proof of my devotion to my hus-

band. “You've been a wonderfully
l;od wife to him, Mrs, Moreland."

one place where they are to be
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must, on her own responsibllity,
things up.

Since 1 drank that stuff I have
ed through my mortal agony. A nursd
has been fetched hurriedly, Dr. Brows
brought In agalpn, everything
could be done to alleviate my to
has been tried; my paln seems &L
to have lessened, but the end can't be

For a few moments, when the re=
gpite came, 1 slept, or became uncons
sciouse. When I again opened my
eyes Jim and Millicent were standing
together at the fot of my bed, watc
me, It was growing dark but I ce
see their faces and 1 could lmn;h.l’
an eager look in my sister's eyes
she asked me whether I felt better.

“Much better,”” 1 said; for the mo-
ment my volce seemed Lo have grown
strong and clear aguin. “I have beed
asleep and dreaming. 1 dreamed thag
you and Jim were golng to be hanged!™

Never did 1 see anything like the
hateful, frightened faces these two
turned to one another.

Millicent staggered, and would have
fallen but that shie held on to Jim. I
thought that, for a moment, he
from her. So their punishment has
begun already and these eyes, these
dying eves, have seer it! They, fools!
plotted to thrust me away that they
might be together, but my dead body
shall lle ever between them and my
dead hands shall hold them one at
either side of me In relentless grip.
S0 may we perchance spend eternity
together.

Night 18 passing slowly—was ever
such a night. Storm, rain, and wind
ghake the house and beat flercely at
my window. When the spell of pain
{8 on me I hear nothing for the blood
beating In my ears; when the pain
ceases for & moment T listen to the
shrieking of the windi Can the winds
be some outside démon who walts
ravenougly to seize my soul?

T

Two people, a man and a woman,
with faces gray and anxlpus as ghosts,
keep wanderin in and out of the
room; first une‘gomen. gazes at me for
& moment, d disappears; then
creepe in the other, furtively, cautious-
ly. Both are frightened, neérvous, but
not so much afriald of me as they art
of meeting one another.

A white-cappedi nurse sits, indiffer-
ent, before the fire. 1 am dying—oh,
ves, 1 know; and a good thing, too, for
I'm so tired, so dreadfully tired, If
those gray-faced people would but
keep away from me I might die In
peace. The woman I8 kneellng by my
bed now. BShe hae caught hold of my
hand—I am weak. 1 cannot take It
from her. What does she want? She
looks Imploringly at me. I wish she
would let go my hand. The man is
there, too, now—he Ia standing be-
hind her—they both want something,
somelhing from te? What Is it?
I'm tired after such cruel pain—do let
me rest! But it's Jim's eyes that are
looking Into mine, and Millicent is

holding my hand! Oh, I remember
now! 1 wished my death to ruin
them, because—because—yes, I re-

member!

How foollsh to have been angry with
them—I, wha once loved them bothl
Can I not save them?

Oh, God! I cannot speak; The nurse
is there—she bends down toward me.
“Nurse, can you hear? It—was not—
Jim—or—Milllcent! I have polsoned my-
gelr!™

The storm has diled down. Day is
hreaking., Life, 1 have laid aside all
thy burdens, relinquishing even my re-
venge, Death comes with morning
shining llke a bridegroom!—Sketch.

s ’
FEET GROWING LARGITH.

Shoemakers and haberdashers who
cater to the wants of the elite assert
that thelr patrons this year demand ho-
slery and shoes averaging from one-
half to one and a half sizes larger than
they did five, years ago. The majority
of the dealers believe that the average
length and breadth pf men’s feet have
been steadily Increasing since the wang
of the fashion which demanded a
pointed toe and tight fitting shoe,

This they explain by saying that the
gffect of the style in vogue six years
ago was to cramp and dlstort the nat-
urdl development of the fest, When
the style changed and comfort becamae
the criterion of fashion, nature agaln
exerted {tself. Feet which had become
distorted during the reign of the nar-
row shoe and pointed toe slowly began
to broaden and adapt themselves to
their new surroundings,

The change, being gradual, went for
a long time unnoticed, and not untll the
merchants recently began L0 compare
their sales of five years agoe with those
of today was It found that the average
inerease has been approximately ope
slze.

Several well known shoe dealers sald
that when they first boegan to notice
the apparent change they became In-
tereated and studied the problem. They
found that when fashion demanded the
use of narrow shoes fesl were closely
conflned and by degrees bhecame small
As styles changed and an easy fit was
alone desired the feet scemed to ex-
pand and grow steadlly larger till the
fashlon again required a small, neat
foot, when the process would be re-
peated.

One merchant, versed in ancient and
Oriental history, pointed out to me the
fact that in countries where the san-
dal or other looge foot covering 18 gen-
erally worn the feet of the inhabltants
are comparatively large, and In coun-
triea where a blg shoe I8 in poor taste
emall feet are in the majority.

A well known Broadway hosler, when
1 told him the theory advanced by oth-
er haberdashera and shoemakers, smli-
ed Incredulously and said: “T'Il tell
you what my experience has been; per-
haps it would be interesting. When
times are hard I notice that men order
large socks, and when there s plenty of
money that they prefer close fitting
ones, It can all be reduced to a ques-
tion of economics In my opinlon, Large
hose wear longer than those of perfect
fit, but they are not so comfortable,
Most well ‘dressed men are the first to
feel the presgure of hard times, and
then they begln to economize. They
would probably deny it if you should
confront them with the statement that
for the sake of saving a quarter they
are wearing a palr of misfit socks, but

under those conditlons nine thnes out of

ten the accusation would be true.

In spite of what people may say and
do there 18 no use trying to get en-
tirely away from fringes. They are
worn In Puris to n grest extent and
more or less In New York, There are
dome fringes that are tpo expensive ,
to be common, Home of the beautl-
ful ehenllle fringes are to be seen on

opera clonks, and one place where they

are to be seen on opera cloaks, and

found,
following In the wake of a fringe sea-
kon, In on handbags. Th make @&
pretty finlsh to fancy bags.
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