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SKETCHES OF LIFE.

LAFE OF A REPORTER.
of the life of & reperter, Mr.

.l'uul says In the Octo-
1 u.tnll.hd the Freeman's Journal
{Dublin) in the terrible Orange riots in

in
in 1886, after the introduction

being

Shaaklia road, the center of the Orange
by & group of rioters, | was
badly beaten. They laughed to scorn
protestations that I had as little
a8 they had with the writing of
leading articles, In which they had
been referred to In  uncomplimentary
terma. As they comld not lay their
on the editor In Dublin, t hey
grimly decided to ‘have it out with me.’
Another reporter was sent down from
Dublin to relieve me during the fort-
oight I was confined to my hotel In
Belfast; and the publication of rude
remarks In the leading articles went
on all the same, ‘The Orange ruMans,’
the editor wrote, paraphrasing the well
known saying of an Irish landlord, ‘are
tistaken If they think they can Intim-
ldate us by murdering our reporters.’
A colleague of mine was once set upon
& group of ecited females as he
erged from an Irish courthouse, and
bad his hat smashed and elothes torn.
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ant in & breach-of-promise action.

**The late Colonel North, iding st
meeting of the shareholders of the
Londonderry mine, In the city, a few
years ago, stated as evidence of his con-
Bdence in the concern, that he had
bought 15,000 shares in the property,
and, taking up the huge bundle of cer-
tificates which lay beslde him, flung it
to the journallsts sitting below him,
with the remark, ‘There! you can seé
them." The bundie alighted heavlly on
the head of one of the reporters, who
was bent over his notebook asslduous-
Iy taking notes of the speech, and on
recovering from his momentary bewil-

derment he flung the certificates back
At the chalrman, though not with =0

good an alm, for the papers fell harm-
lessly over the colonel In & shower.
“Not long ago & young reporter at-
tended a Balvation army meeting pro-
fesslonally.
hall a 'lassie’ stopped him and asked
him the usual guestion, ‘Are you sav-
edT 'Oh, no, I'm a reporter!” he replied
in a spirit of Intense self-abnegation.

What right had he to any of the Jux-

uriousness of religion?”
THIS BCHEME WORKED WELL.

A novel fraud by which s Minnesota

bank was Induced Innocently to abet

the robbing of a Montana bank has
perplexed recently one of the detectlve

agencies. Inquiries made last week at
& Bt. Paul hotel as to & possible guest

who wore a silk hat, & Prince Albret

coatl, and gray mutton-chop whiskers,
revealed

peal names,
A few weeks ago, sald the detective,

the very respectable gentleman with

the sllk hat bought of & country bank
not far from 8¢,

rency.

with him (n cash.
Montana town that he had sold

As he was walking up the

the nature of the criminal
scheme, says Lhe Ploneer Preas. HBut
the Inquiring detective would not re-

Paul a draft on New
York for §1.600, paying for It In cur-
He explained that he was going
to a small town In Montana and that
he did not care to take so large A sum
Would the cashler
kindly notify the only bank in that
the
New York draft to Mr., Hat, and that

Mr. Hat would cash the draft at the

Montana town? Certalnly the cashier
And when
the owner of the draft appeared a few
later at the Montana bank he
found not the slightest difMiculty in

would write. He did write.

days

cashing & forged copy of the draft.
“You're Mr,

Hat of Philadelphia. Of

course,"” sald the exchange clerk in

Montana.

subdued manner,

“We recelved a letter from
the bank that sold you the draft. Let's
see?! Tall, gray side whiskers, very
Oh, yes! thatl's all

right. Description, a matter of form,

your know.
of course.”

Your signature? Exact,

Bo, with apologles for taking the us,
ual precautions, the clerk, upon com-
paring the sitnatures of Mr. Hat, ac-

his receipt and gave him all In
gold, as became a banker of the min-

ing state, §1,600. As the new customer
went out he made a particularly good

Jake about the Montana weather,
The old gentleman with the

sub-

dued manner had copled the original

draft upon a blank that he had some-
how secured from the Minnesola bank.
The letter from the bank would nat-
urally have quieted any suspicion In
Montana, for the letier gave, as usual,
the number of the draft and other de-
talls, which were fully corroborated In

the forged copy. Inasmuch us the let-

ter proved to the Montana bank that

Mr. Hat must possess an original draft
for the amount required, the
would never entertain the thought that

& forged copy would be presented by
Thus the

the holder of that original.
cashing of the forgery was exsy.

At once the gentle defrauder took the
next traln for Minnesota. He reap-
peared before the cashler of the Min-
nesota bank, and smiled through an

unctuous apology.

“I'm exiremely sorry to trouble you
again,” sald the urbane gentleman,
“but you see I've decided not to make

that Montana trip this month. I have

found a little real estate deal up Iin
8t. Pau! where [ can Invest the money
to betler advantage, at least for the

nt. Now, will you be good enough
to cancel your draft here?"” extending
the bona’' fide original,
have the §1,6007""

The Minnesota cashler was as agree-
able as had been the Montana clerk.
The agreeable Philadelphian recelved
his second §1,600. He smiled The
rashier smiled. The Montana elerk
had kept smiling when he thought of
the affable stranger who made so pleas-
apt = lttle joke about the weather.
Everybody continued to smile until the
Montana bank drew upon the Minne-
sota bank for $1,600 advanced upon a
draft. Then there was but ons smiler
left—the polished, the respectable, the
witty Mr, Hat of Philadeiphia.

THE COSTLIEST SPORT.

Te the men Immediately Interegtad,
Mternational yacht racing Ia the cost-
leal aport in the world. The bill for
the yachts themselves, for bullding, al.
terations, and repairs, will amount to
fully ﬂa.ﬂ for each: the expenses of
racing them will cost thelr respective
owners easlly $260,000 more. Here
a cool t&mln just Yor bullding and

1

as much as an ordinary salling yacht.
The Columbia's salls are sald to have
cost even more, for hers were woven
tlan and Bes Island
ootton mied with silk. The npe::: Io-f
maistaining the craw was, or rat

for the bosls are not yet

oosts easily

sosompanying the ts costs 04,000
-mmm%m.m
the todal sest of the Bhamreoh have
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bank

“and let me

his steam yacht, his sea home,

Erin, §100,000 more in fitting her out,

preasive feature about this array of

costs, is that the yachts upon which so

much has been spent are useless after
the races. The Columbig, for instance,
c&n race no more, for there will prob-
ably be no yacht fit to meet her, and
for crulsing she would be a fallure. In
a year or two her delicate hull will ba
worth only the metal of which It Ia
made,

The money spent by yacht owners In
entertaining also reaches far Into aix
figures. Commodore Morgan entertain.
ed at least 100 guests every race day,
and Howard Gould and John Jacob As-
tor entertained even a greater number
=Gllson Willets In Lealle's Weekly.

QUAINT FEATURES OF LIFE.

Mrs. ILena Ruts, & Chicage woman,
appeared In court, charged with spank-
ing her husband. The man, very de.
Jected, told how his wife, twice a day,
overpowered him, and, taking him over
her knee, spanked him, “Yes, I spank
him before breakfast and before sup-
per each day," admitted the defendant.
“But why do you spank him?" in-
quired his honor. ‘‘Oh, he deserves it,
and It is good for his health. He eatn
much better after I give him a good
spanking."” Bhe was lectured and cau-
tioned.

A dispatch from 8L Louls reports a
sauerkraut famine in that city. What
such a famine means Is not understood
by those who are not aware thalt sau-
erkraut Is the great popular dish of Bt.
Louis and occuples the piace taken by
beans in Boston. There were heavy
frosts at the beginning of the season
which killed many plants, and conse.
quently the cabbage crop was light,
When the sauerkraut makers came into
market this fall for thelr raw material
they discovered that siate of things.
Prices went up at & jump. Cabbages
sold by the ton & year ago at from $8
to $8. Now they bring §16 to §18 a ton
by the carload and are hard to get at
that.

Miss Frances L. Wood of Greenwich,
Conn., has resigned her position as
teacher in the North S8treet district
school on account of the gosalp which
arose among the residents of the
neighborhood when [t became known
that she rode a man's bleycle and wore
divided w»kirts, The parents of tha
children feared lest the example of the
teacher In this garb should have a bad
Influence. There were other complaints
made, but when the town school offi.
cers siften them down all there was left
wis the fact that she wore the offen-
sive divided skirts In school and out of
school. The town officers declded to
let the teacher select her own apparel
Then It became a local lssue In the dis.
trict and Miss Wood resigned.

An odd error made by the clerk of
the common pleas court of Schiuylkll
counly, Pa., In 1888, was corrected In
the United States district court of
Pitsburg a few days rgo. Naturaliza-
tion papers were lgsued to Conrad Fec-
caspeko of Duquesne. In his petition
Fecasseko says that he went to Bhen-
andoah to take out his first papers In
1888. When the clerk anked him his
name he says he sidd It wne “"Kon-
dria,” the Greek for “Conrad.” The
clerk did not understand, and again
asked him his name. It Is clalmed a
witty Irishman who was present, to
relleve the embarrasament, told the
clerk to put It down “Mlke,” and so
it went, The mistake wan not discov-
ered untll 1808, when, Conrad alleges,
he applied for his second papers. Ever
rince, he says, he hag tried Lo have the
mistake corrected al a great loss of
time and money, but people /111 Inslst
on calling him “"Mike,"”

THE TRAFPISTS OF OKA.

The story of Trappist monasteries has
been told before, but not by the pen of
& woman, To such they have been
forbldden ground. Even the gulde-
books, which, like a mirage, force one
on, sald that women must stop at the
door. Those who have been there sald
that women were recelved in the parlor
and perhape given a dinner, but not al-
lowed to visit any part of the grounds
or bulldings. Bo it was with many mis-
givings that I took the morning boat
from Lachine for La Trappe. Bul even
the outslde wview of the monastery
seemed worth the trip.

The boat steamed up the Ottawa for
two hours, pasalng many points hal-
lowed by the blood of the French plo-
neers. The boat now reaches Oka, o
quaint Indlan village, the landing place
for La Trappe. The stage was walling
At the wharf, for the monastery lles In
the hills three miles beyond. It was
filled with French people chattering al
& hopeless rate. Only one spoke a few
words of English, The prospect was
disrm)]. These people spoke only in
French; the monks, so 1 had been In-
formed, did not speak at all. But the
deity of chance was not to fall me that
day. The last passenger to get into
the stage was a Frenchman who spoke
most excellent English. He knew the
monks well, often visited La Trappe;
perhaps he could secure for “madames"
some mpeclal privileges.

The stage wound alowly over the low
hills. It would be hard to find prettier
scenery than that along the Ottawa.
Now the river Is In sight, now hidden
from view, until suddenly La Trappe
appeared before us. The bullding is In
the form of a square around a central
court. It is made of gray stone, with
several towers, and Is very picturesque
against a background of greem hills,
Both the bullding and the location are
new. This bullding was erected in 1890,
The old monastery Is further down ths
hill, and Is used for an agricultural
school. The monks are excellent far-
mers, a8 the flelds, vineyards and or-
chards testify, but not one was to be
seen At work at that hour, The good
fathers and brothers were taking their
noonday nap. They dine at 11 o’clock,
then aleep from 11:80 to 12:30, They
certainly need the rest, for, while they
retire early—at 7 in winter and § in
symmer—they rise at 2 in the morn.
ing.

The inscription In Latin over the door
bespoke & welcome:

“Happy are they who dwell In thg
house of the g

The white-robed fathers recelved us
most cordially and talked freely, tho'
for the most part in French. Bome of
the brothers wore aiso present. They
wear the brown robe,

The first Inguiry—and a very hum
able one—was whether we had
dinner. Of course no ona would dine
elsewhere with & dinner at the convent
in prospect. The was soon served
for guests are always expacted, but
they are with rare x na, men. To
them La Trappe Ia freely open as any
country hom¢ could be.

The dining room was light snd aiey
and spotiesaly clean, with a towch of
the feminine in the musiin curtaine
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WAR STRICTLY
UP-TO-DATE

L b b B bk b b X Sk E E B e

England is going into battle with a
anique array of modern war equip-
ments. Machine guns, motor cars and
blcycles are not so novel, but wireless
telegraphy Is an up-to-the-minute ac-
couterment the British will employ,
while her balioon service has long been
recognised as an integral part of ber
military system. Like all other frst-
class powers, England has for some
years past had an army bnuon‘: depart-
ment, & school of Instruction the use
of such “alr ships,” and a staff of
trained aeronauls to attend to thelr
manufacture and working.

For obvious reasons, the utmost se-
crecy Is observed as to the composi-
tion of the “envelope’ (or outer casing
of the balloon), for upon the material
employed therein largely depends the
utllity of the alr ship of any descrip-
tion. In the days when silk “envel-
opes” were in use, the adventurous
aeronaut was continually exposed Lo
dificulty and danger, For instance, If
the sllic were not thickly varnished, it
let the alr in—with singularly disas-
trous results to the occupants of the
car. If, on the other band, it were
varnished, the casing becaime so brittle
that it was constantly cracking and
thus causing the unwelcome escape of
of gas.

THE ABERONAUTIC PROBLEM.

Consequently the problem with which
the military aeronaut was confronted
wan that of discovering a material that
would combine In one lightness,strength
and inperviousness to the atmosphere,
For a long time the task seemed to
defy human Ingenuity. The art of “bel-
ligerent aeronautics,” however, Is not
one that stands for any pronounced
perind. As a regult, after repeated ex-
periments, the balloonist's efforts have
now been crowned with succesa, The
fabric at presenl adopted for the man-
ufacture of the “envelopes” of war bal-
loons at Aldershot consists chiefly of
what Is known as gold-beaters’ skin,
which Is delicately descriped by an
English journal : 1+ the “lining of the
internal portions of the anatomy of
cattle.” This s soaked in a potash
solution and treated with lsingiass and
mlum water, The various sections are
then sewn together Into an alr-tight
homogeneous mass. The extreme light-
ness of the material thus prepared may
be estimated from the fact that Its
1,60 mguare feet of surrace (the ordl-
nary size of a war balloon “envelope'’)
welghs but 170 pounds. Buch a case is
capable of holding 10,000 cuble feet of
gar, and of ralsing & dead welght of
700 pouds,

A8 a pgeneral rule the car in which
the aeronaut is carried Is made of
wicker, with & band of hickory wood
to bind It, In slze, the following are
the measurements usually adopted:
Helght and width, 2 feet 3 Inches;
length, 3 feet € Inches, It Ia attached
to a hoop byes means of the best
Itallan hemp rope avallable. This hoop
la connected with the cord network
thiat incloges the whole of the balloons
“envelope.” The “breaking strain” of
this rigging Is something over G500
pounds; nevertheless, It welghs but ons
pound to the hundred feet.

OUTFIT 18 EABORATE.

With 80 much paraphernalia about
it the complete outfit of & balloon &ec-
tion I8 necesmarily rather elaborate,
First of all, there s the balloon Itself,
with its “envelope,” valve, net, car,
hoop, grapnel, spare rope, a¢ronautical
Instruments and ballaat. Then there
Is the wagon on which It is packed, and
to which is attached a drum with a
wire rope, for holding the balloon cap-
tive when necessary, and a telephone
apparatus for communicating with the
occupants of the car, Finally, there
is & second series of wagons, contain-
Ing the cylinders of compressed hydro-
gen for Inflating the “envelope.”

As to the uses to which a balloop
can be put in warfare, thers are so
many and so varled that they cannot
be more than lightly touched upon
here. Foremost among them, of course,
Is that of reconnoitering the enemy's
position, photographing his camp and
sending reports (chlefly by means of
pigeons) of such observations to head-
quarters. Then, despite the fulmina.
tlons of the recent peace CcONEress
ngainst the proposal, It seemn extreme-
Iy likely that they will also be used
for dropping explosives from the clouds
onto the ground occupled by a hostlle
force, Indeed, special shells for this
purpose are & part of the equipment of
all war balloong. Accordingly, In the
next great European campalgn, when
both sides are simllarly prepared, and
war balloon thus meets war balloon,
then, Indeed, will “come the tug of
war.' Especially thrilling would be a
duel to the death, under these clrcum-
ntancen, between two rival aeromotives
It would also be one In which the
danger would be equally shared by
spectators as well as principals.

GLOBE OF FIRE.

Easton (Md.) Speclal In Baltimore
Aun: Bome people In Royal Oak and
its neighborhod last night witnessed a
rare electrical phenomenon—a  large
globe of fire rolling about In the atmos-
phere. Mr. Phlllp M. Pastorfield, =n
careful observer and accurate In his
statements, thus describes the phenom-
enon:

“l was standing, looking from my
back porch toward the stable, before 1l
had mained much, when suddenly 1
saw on the ground about twenty-five
feet from the stable & balloon-shaped
mass of fire about as large as an ordl.
nar hognhead. It was like & ballaon
upalde down, with the stem pointing
upward. Almost instantly It exploded
with & tremendous report like & can-
non, and aprays of fire lowed from It
In every direction. I am positive It
dl4 not come down from the clouds, as
I could not have helped seeing It If It
had, Strange to say, no damage wos
done by It to anything around, 1 was
sure that the amount of fire that flew
from it In all directions would set
something on fire, but on examination
1 could not find anything Injured. A
cow was standing within Aftcen feet
of It, but was unhurt. My children,
three of them, with the hired men, were
In the stable, and were badly frighten-
#d, but not hurt. Two stacks of fodder
clope Lo it were not even scorched, The
ground was not disturbed In the least,
and the whole matter Is very mysterl.
ous to me. 1 would llke some scientific
man to give me an explanation,"”

A gentleman of sclentific attainments
saye: "1 have known only Lwo or three
(nstances of a simliar appearance, yel
it ia a phenomenon that does happen at
rare Intervals, and one that ne one has
been able to explain satisfactorily by
any of the known lawns of electrical phe
nomena.”

W. Reyman, a New York cyeliat, who
started out from Gotham two and one-
half years ago Lo make a trip around
the world on hin wheel, has arrived sl
Ban Franciscn on the United Rintes
transport Warden, having worked hir
passage from Nagnsaki as a diahwash-
o, is momey gave out at Moacow,
whee! having broken down he
“foo' It across Miberia and

5F

Manchuria,

_“_____7
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PRECAUIION,

Tre colonel walked out Into the gar.
den where the warm, mob% smell of
the earth announced the wovent o
spring, and watched Uncle ek Porter
clearing away the winter's litter, pre-
paratory to an early spading.

A plump, speckied hen  scratched
around In close proximity to the darky,
who, all unconscious of the Colonel’s
presence, glanced once or twice at the
fow], and several times drove It away
with an earnestness that was almost
fierce,

“Go 'way!" he sald. “Ah done got
"iglon now, yo' heah me? Git yo' be-
hin me, S8atan®’ and then as the pullet
squawked and flew awkwardly away in
answer to the throwing of a pebble,
he raised his eyes plously and ejacu-
lated: “Prajse de Lamb! Ah done
got anothah victory!"

The Colonel, who understood the dar-
ky nature as well as he did borses,
could keep stlll no longer, but burst
into a laugh. Unele Dick looked up
quickly.

“Ah'm done glad you see mah vie-
tory, Mawse Kunnel,' he sald. “Ab
sholy is saved., When a cullud man
can ‘sist a sassy pullet like dis hyah
he ain' gwine have no trubble ter reach
dem puhly gates. Da's s0, Kunnel, It
choly am. An' yo' don need put no
lock on yo' chicken house now, foh
Ah done got ‘ligion.”

The Colonel, who never dreamed of
locking his henhouse, counting the
“lifting” of a nice fat Plymouth Rock
now and then as & natural prerogative
of the African race and an unmentioned
part of the wages, put on his most
judicial aspect.

“Why, have you been stealing my
chickens, Uncle Dick?" he asked.

Uncle Dick scratched his head for a
moment in perplexity.

“It's dis hyah way, Mawse Kunnel
Dey ain’t no cullud puhson ever steal
Mebby dey lif' a half a dollah and a
yelleh-leged Dominickah ef dey hain’
got de savin' grace o' de Lamb In dey
souls, but dey doan steal. Dey jes'
kain help it. It's jea' lak ole Mose
‘White, what done got scotched by de
debbll. Ole Mose he done walkin' thro'
de woods one day an' he meet de deb-
bll face to face, an’ de debbll he say:
‘Mohnin’ Liose, Ah'm mighty glad to
gee yo' lookin' so well dis mohnin,’ an'
he hole out he han' foh Mose to shake,
But Mose he look down an’' he see de
debll's tall buhnin’ & ole In de groun'
an' he put he hands behin® him.

"“'Yo' gwan away, Mistah Debbll'
he gay. ‘Ah doan want no truck wid yo.'

“Den de debbil he put he han' in he
pocket an’' he draw out a dollah.

“‘Doan yo' be 'fraid o' me, Mose,” he
gsay, 'Ah'm gwine be you' friend’. Hy-
ah's a dollah Ah done foun' er while
ergo, an' Ah done say, "Ah'm gwine
gib dis hyah to Mose White, 'case he
need IL." An hyah It is'

“Mose he want dis hyah dollah migh- |

ty bad, ‘case he think he might buy a
voodoo bag dat keep de debbll away,
but he see It gettin’ red roun’ de ridges
an’ he feahd to tech It.

*'Yo' gwan away, Misto Debbll,’ he
gay. 'Ah ain’ neveh done yo' no hahm."

“Den de debbll he scratched he hald
an' think a minute, an' den he reach
In he coat tail pocket an' hand out a
watehmelyon an' he say:

" ‘Hyah's & fine watehmelyon Ah dons
fotch along foh yo' Mose,” an' den he
bus' It open on he knee an' de red hyaht
done stick up lookin' cool an’ sweet an”
crumbly llke, an' Mose's mouth done
witah so bad he kyain't hahdly hole
heself. But he look down at de debbll's
hoof, whah deys little green fyah
filckerin® aroun’ an’ he done holler.

“ Yo' gwan way an luff me erlone,
yo' Misto Debbll. Ah doan' wan' none
o' yo' ole watehmelyon.'

"Wel, de debbll he neveh lose he
patience; he jes' think, an' bimeby he
reach back an' haul out a plece o
baked possum smokin' hot, wid de pos-
sum grease drippin’ off on de ground,
an’ he doan say a wohd; he jea’ hole It
out whah de shine o' dis hyah grease
glint Into Mose's eyes an' Mose he
done double up wid de watah drippin’
out de cohnahs ob he mouf an' he
wrastle wid de speerit an' he yell out:

" *Foh de lan's sake, good Misto Deb-
bil, pleaze go 'way. Ah aln’ gwine hab
none o' yo' ole pogaum no how.'

“Den de debbil he done grin an’ he
rech back an” haul out a nice, fat young
pullet, an' It done roasted brown all
oveh wid de yellow meat showin' thro'
an’ de gravy drippin’ down, an' whah
It split open undehneath the page stuffin
am' bustin' out, an' de debbil hole It
out whah de hot steam done git up
int{l Mose's nose an' Mose's eyes pop
out an' he tongue hang down wid de
watah drippin’ off de ain' an' he breft
come hard, an’ all ot once de tempta-
tion ob de debbll ovehcome him an' he
sink he teef Into dis hyah tendeh menat
an' de debbll scotch 'Im, an' he nebber
come back no mo'. An' Ah done b'leeve,
afteh all, Mawse Kunnel,” he contin-
ued, with glistening eyes and moint
Hpe, "dat yo' betteh lock up dis hyah
henhouse, afteh all. Becase dey aln’
no tellin’, Mawse Kunnel, when de
grace ob de Lamb gwine 'sert a cullud
puhson an' uff 'Im backsllde under de
temptations ob de debbil."

When she saw the golden hair upon
the ahoulder of her husband's coat she
was at first inclined to grow slck at
heart,

For her own hair was as black as the
raven's wing.

But her rare good sense did not for.
sake her.

Almont st once she recalled, with a
thrill of rellef, that the cook's hair was
golden, and that a plate of soup had
been spilied In her husband's neck at

dinner.
what & good husband he 1s,” she
m rediant.

Of course, this fable fun't true. It I
devigned wsimiply 1o show womaen how
thoroughly their happiness o a mattas
within their own contrel.

THE VOLCANIC BATH.

in Parts of Calfornia the People

Take Plunges In loe-Cold Mud.

Volcano baths are (hs proper thing
Bowadays In certain parts of Califor-
nia and Mexico. Down in Mendocino
county, Cualifornis, such baths have
become most frequent.

The volcano bath s not & water bath,
says the Ban Francisco Bulletin, nor is
It & fire bath or & lava bath, as might
be supposed. It is a mud bath, and no
ordinary mud bath at that. Ice-cold
mud of a blulsh tint and the consist-
ency of freshly mixed mortar Is the ele-
ment Into which the bathers plunge,
splashing and spluttering. The way
they manage is unigue. A sapling Is
felled from the forest near the volcano
craters, stripped of its limbs, carried
to the crater and placed across it, so
that each end of the pole rests on firm
ground. Fancy yourself sliding out
on one of these saplings stretched over
off Into the middle of a gurgling, bub-
bling, Ice-cold mass of mud and swing-
ing yourself there, suspended by your
hands, until fatigued! Then, with just
life enough left to crawl back along the
log you reach unylelding ground again,

Once plunged Into one of the craters
of mud with all ties to the sapling sev-
ered, a person would be lost forever,
being swallowed up in the murky
depths In an instant, for vastly quicker
in action and surer of its victim than
quicksand s the mud of Mendocino
county’'s mysterious volcanoes.

Cleanliness has nothing to do with it
It is not for that that people face the
dangers of the volcano bath. The mud
which is belched forth from the earth's
interior is supposed to contain Impor-
tant medicinel properties.

There are about twenty-five of these
singular mud-belching wvolcances iIn
Mendocino county, and they are among
California’s many wonders. They are
situated high on & mountain eide, seven
miles from Cahto, At this time of year
they are unusually active, Their gur-
gling roar may be heard for a2 distance
of several miles when they are most
violent. The mud frequently shools
evr the rim of the crater, flows down
the mountain side llke a lava stream
and enters one of the Eel river's trib-
utaries called Mud creek. It filla the
craters, which are about five feet aboev
the earth's surface and bounded with a

circular base or minlature crater from
four to seven feet In dlameter at the
base and two or three feet at the top.
FProepecting parties have hewn down
saplings fifty feet in length and pushed
them Into the mouth of a crater. Some
of these have disappeared altogether.
Others remaln near the surface, play-
things of the muddy element, which
tossses them about llke fishermen's
bobbins in & rough sea. A significant
colncldence I8 the fact that when the
ocean, twenty miles away, 1s unusually
heavy and rough the volcanoes become
Intensely active, belghing forth not only
their burden of lce-told mud, but vol-
oumes of warm vapor. In some mysteri-
ous way the ocean seems to control
their action.

A Wowan Solp at Auction,

An unfortunate old woman, poor, her
usefulness gone, her friends driven
from her by her pecullarities incident
to old age, has just been sold at aue-
tion to the lowest bldder by the over-
seer of the poor of Lackawanna town-
ship, Pike county, according to the
Milford (Pa.) correspondent of the Syr-
acuse Post-Standard.

Despite her age, however, her mind
is active, and she startled the auc-
tioneers by bldding In herself.

The woman who was put on the block
fs Mrs. Elmira Quick. Bhe is 77 yearn
old, and has resided nearly the whole
of her life In Lackawaxen township.

Her sale at auction was in pursuance
of a custom which has long prevalled
In that township,

It has been customary for the various
poormasters to sell the poor of the
township each year to the lowest bid-
der in preference to belng annoyed
with the case themselves, and about
the beginning of the year a large sign
with the glaring headline of “A Woman
for Bale,” can be seen posted about
the township, for It seldom befalls a
man to become dependent upon the
district.

The succesaful bidders, in addition to
receiving a small allowanoe each week
from the poor authorities for the main-
tenance of the indigent, manage to get
much work done about the house by
the unfortunate,

Mrs, Quick, It Is asserted, has long
been subjected to such Arudgery, and
her mind has long been at work to de-
vise some scheme whereby she might
thwart the plans of the poormaster
and bldders at her annual sale, and at
last she has been succeasful.

When the bidders assembled at War-
ren K. Rutan's hotel, at Rowland sta-
tion, the overseer of the poor, Mr.
Rosencrance, a former Plke county

commissioner, and Warren Rutan, who
also acted as auctioneer, took the floor
and announced that a "woman was to
be sold the lowest bldder for keep for
the year."
The room was crowded and many
outalde clamored for admission to the
little hostelry.
The bidding siarted at $4 & week and
was very spirited,
The auctioneers were about to knock
down the woman to a backwoodsman
for $1.60 & week when Mra. Quick, who
had been a silent listener to the pro-
ceedings, arose from her chair and
quletly sald:
"I will bld 36 2 month. I will have no
trouble to maintain myself on that
amount.'
This turn in the proceedings was
wholly unanticipated, and created gen-
eral surprise, ow was the aged wo-
man to llve on 18 cents & day?
No one seemed wllling to go below
Mra. Quick's bld, mnd the auctioneers
Baw no alternative but to sell the wo-
man to herself, and the paperas wera
accordingly drawn up.
Mrs. Quick is a widow and has three
sons and a daughter, but none seems
willing to care or provide for her, and
she drifts about as n pauper on the
townahip.
The annual sale of the poor each year
at public auction has no sanction In
iaw In Pennsylvania, and it is only In
Lachawaxen lownship that the practice
adbered to.
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A spirit of melancholy had msettied ¥
down uver the divinities at the made
house down In the alley. Conditions in
“eneral favored such a mood. Qingesr
Kelley had come to out of a disagres.
able lethargy of longer than the usmal 3
duration, and was pouring balsam over - 1
his wounds at the bar, “Bughouse®
Pete was painting his hull black and F
getting ready for sction. Gloom had ‘
settled with the soot over every counm. T
lenance,

“l dunno,” sald the outlaw, “how it's
to be dome, but 've got to go Bome '
and butt In. We signed a treaty uv Iy
reace last Chewsday at home, and I [
agreed to came back regular and get %
my laundry, but now it's all off again ;
The impresison of my last meeting with
my wife will go with me to the grave. I
trudged up Nannygoat HIll widout am
ldee In the world as to how I could
bow myself in. Then just In the nick
uv time I wuz struck wid a Inspiration,
1 sniks into a penitential alr and un~
packs a few boxes of Mexican an' gils
ready. I unlocks the parlor door, goes I
in and mets down. My wife comas in
and I don't say & word, but lgoks for- i
lorn at de carpet an' sighs.' e

* “Well, what's de matter wid yous?T

says she. I don't answer, but rips out &
anudder sigh, Bhe stands and loks ab )

me wid her arms at her side. Den 1 ol
breaks de lce. 'Mary,’ says I, ‘here’s 3
one al unworthy us & good woman ks o

Yousself and de cumfutable bome yes

keepa so clean an’ tidy. I'm geln’ to da Y

dogs; dere's nuttin’ to it.* "AEA
“*“Why don't yous go to bed? gha b

says, moderatin’. o
“‘No,” mays I, I aln't worthy uv &

clvilized bed. I'll fes' lay down hers om 3%

the floor an’' mleep, or Iay out on the o
steps.’ 3
“Well, by George! she stod for it and e

put me to bed, uv course. I sneaks
out de nex’ mornin’, when I ketch hap
off wetch an’ hain’t been back since. 1

“Las' night I wuz comin’ down by da ;
White Elephant an’' I meets One-eyed

Willlams, who has ben wadin' troo <
de rye for upwards uv two weeks, an' fi
he carries & bundle dat looks like wash i
under his arm. ",

“ ‘Where yous goin'? pays 1. * i :

"‘Goln’ home,' says he, wid tears in
bis whiskers. An' den he explaing k
about not havin' seen his wite and i
famlily for so long, an’ how he wus ;':
takin’ her a little present in order to
round himself up wid her. At first I
didn’t know what to purchase, but at
lag’ I gits me lamp on the Proper ar«
ticle to fetch her, an' he puta the bune
dle under his arm In & fatherly way. A

" *Morn’ 14 pounds uv cholce sausage,’ )
6ays he. 'Now what do you think ur )
that?" c

DOMESTIC PLEASANTRIES,

Detrolt Free Press: “You will nol
forget me, won't you, dear?”’ she plead.
ed by way of softening the hershnesa
of her refusal. “Sure thing!" sald he,
“you know I'd do anything to pleasd
you™ !
Boston Transeript: Coddle—Well, 1
suppose it's time to get up. Mrs. 3
dle—Why, has the alarm clock gons ;’
off? Coddie—I don't know; but the ]
baby has gone to sleep at laat, [

Indianapolis Journal: “Undone—hio-— R
by & woman!" sald Mr, Luashf ©
weepingly. Mr, Lushforth, at that prye i
chological moment, was gazing dream- r
lly at the shoes of his feet that the 1L

wife of his bosom had kindly unisced.

Chicago Tribune: “Miilie, dear, what
I8 your papa's objection to me?" “He
Fays you don’t seem to have any defl-
nite object or purpose In life, Harry.™
“Yet he knows I've been coming to y
#ee you for five straight years!" o

Detroit Journal: "I understand they b
fell out the next day after they were f‘,

married." “Yes, the newspapers Eave
a column to their wedding, and they .
disputed as to whether it was becanse
of the prominence of his family or Py
of hers” 2
Chicago News: Her Father—And 3
»'pose you expect, if I consent to let .
you have my daughter, that I will set
¥ou upin business and mdke you rich?
Mr. . 1 really baven't any -
such extravagant expectations as that. 3
I'm willing to take her just for my - 0
board and clothes. el
Washington Star: "A woman,"” re.
marked the man who assumes supsrior
alrs, “has no sense of humor.” “Well” '
answered his wife, “when you consider
how often she i§ requested to laugh %
over serious matters like housecieame.
Ing and Easter bonnets, I don't think
you ought to blame her.” ' J:i
Chicago Tribune: “I-have called, My.
Billiwink, to tell you I love your daughe
ter, Miss Fanny, and I want to marry
her.”” *“Well, it will not take me long to
answer you, Mr, Harkalong, You esn'§
have her.” “Your refusal pains me
deeply. By the way, Mr. Billiwiak, .
are you carrying all the life Insorance
you want?” :

s

PRATTLE OF THE YOUNGSTERS

Tommy—I'm golog to bs & lawyes
when I grow up. Uncle—I thought you
were going to be a minister. Tommy
—Bo I was, but there's more fair play
in law. Ministers is always jumping on
Satan, and he don’t get a chance to talk
back.

“Pa, Is Admiral Dewey a full pd-
miral? “Yes, my son.” “He's & salt .
water admiral, {sn't he? “Cortalnly.”
“And you are sure he's & full admiral?”
Ot course he 15" “Wall, how can he
keep full on salt water?” R

A little boy of ¢ years has & way of
referring with great defersnce to his
sister, not yet 6. Bhe waa' learsing &

[

varse for Bunday school, the last line

of which was: “Drive the shades of sl
don't
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"what is 'sin away?™ " “I dos
Johnnie,” she anewered, just aa.
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