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BIRTH OF THE NATION

OFT TOLD STORY OF AMERICA
MADE FREE

One Hondred and Twenty Years Ago
the Ganatlet of Defiance Was
Thrown to Britain and This New
Hepublic Was Hora,

Independence for All.

One hundred snd twenty years ago,
pamely, on the Fourth of July, 1774, there
was bory in the western world a new na-
tion—the Republic of the United Stutes.
Refusing 1o pay the taxation lmposed up
on them at the point of the bayouet by the
British crown; failiug to move the king
and his minigters from their career of
haughty and reckless obstinaey, the thir-
teen Ameriean colotiles found themselves
reduced to the alternative of abject sub-
mission or of armed resistance.  Already
there had flnshed thronghout the country
the electric words of Patrick Henry: “We
must fight! An appeal to arms and to the
God of Hosts In all that is left us.”

The sons of lberty shouted thelr re
sponsive acelaim to this manly summons,
and, like the sound of many waters, tllw
apirit of national independence which
thae possessed the people cnme upon the
Continental Congress, then In session in
the State House nt Philndelphia, Pa. It
was In this temple of freedom, wherein
was sitting a8 noble and august a legis
Istive body as the world ever saw, that
Hichard Henry Lee introduced a resolu-
tion, oo the Tth of June, 1778, declaring
“That the ['nited Colonies are and ought
to be free and independent States, and
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that their political connection with Great
Britain is and ought to be dissolved.”

Upon thix resolution there aprang up at
once an earnest and powerful debmte, It
was opposed, principally, on the ground
that it was premature. Ite further con:
sideration was accordingly postponed un-
til there wan a prospect of greater nnan:
Imity. On the 11th of June, n committes
wan appointed to draft a formal Declara-
tion. Thisn eommittee consiated of Ben
Jamin Fraoklin, John Adams, Thowmas
Jeffernan, Hoger Sherman and Robert R
Livingmton. On the 28th of June the com-
mittee made their report, and presented
the Declaration which they hnad drawn
up, On the 24 day of July Congross pro
eeeded ta the serioun conslderation of this
motnentoas paper, which lasted nearly
three dars, and was extremely enarnest,

It was kpnown throughout the city that
the great event was to be determined, buot
the closed doors of Congress excluded the
populace. From the hour when Congress
eume together In the forenoon all busi
neas wan suspended thronghout the city,
and the old bellman steadily remained ar
his post in the steeple, prepared to sound
forth to the walting multitndes the expect
ed glad tidings, The bell, manufacture)
In Englaud, bore upon its ample eurve the
now prophetic inweription, “Proclaim lib
erty throughout all the lnnd unto all the
inhabitants thereof.”

Hours passed on, and fear begnn to tuke
the place of hope in many a heart; even
the venerable and always cheorful bell
man was overheard in his despondént no-
Iloquy

“They will never do It! they will never
do it!"

Finally, at about 2 o'clock in the after-
noon, the door of the mysterions hall
swung open, and a volee exelalmed:

“Paswed ! it hos passed !

The ward was cought up by ten thoy
sand glad mouths, and the wateh-boy
now clapped his  bands  pod  shouted,
"Ringl Ring!" Selzing the iron tongue
of the bell in swhich he had Jong felr such
A professiounl pride, the electriied old pat-
riot rung forth such o joyous peal os was
never heard before, nor consed ta burl it
browward and forward Il every voice
Jolued in ita potes of gladuess and tri
tmph.  The roar of cannon, and Quml-
nations from overy house and hilltop,
added 1o these demonsteations of univer-
sal refolcing.

Wasbington hniled the decluration with
Joy, for It put an end 1o all those tempor
izing hopes of reconcillation which hoad
clogwed the military action of the coun
try. On the 9th of July he eansed It 1o
be read ot e hend of vueh brigade of the
army. The troops listened to the reading
with euger attention, nnd at s clowe
broke forth I thmultuous applyuse.

The excitable populice of New York
wers wot  content with the ringing of
bells.  There wam a leaden equestring
ntatue of George the Third In Bowling
Green, in front of the fort. Around this
kingly «fligy the excited multitude worged,
and, pulling it down, broke it into frag-
monts, which were atterward molded (nto
bulléta and made to do service ngainst
hia majesty’s troopa.

In Boston, that citade] of radical insub-
ordination to “bls majesty,” the public
Joy knew no bounds. The town clerk
read the solemn declaration to the multi-
tude, at the close of which & shout began
In the hall and pamsed like an electric
spark to the astreets, which now rang
with loud hussas, the slow and measured
boom of cannon and the rattle of musket-
ry. The batteries on Fort Hill, Dorches-
ter Neck, the castle, Nantasket and Long
Island, each saluted with thirteen guns,
the artlllery l» the town Ared thirteen

HEN, In the course of Humdn svents, It
Lt rbiien timvesanry for ane jeaple to dis

wilve the ',uiill-nl lmnde wiieh have
confected thew  with another, and o assuloe
amoog the powern of the varth the separate snd
equal stetlon to which the laws of neture sod
of nature’s God entitle them, & decont reapect
to the wplnlons of winoklod requlies thet they
should declsre the causes wiich ltnpel thewm
to Chs separation

We hold these truths to be pelfevident: Thal
all men are rivated equal; [het they ate oD
Jowed Ly thelr Creator with eertalt unsitenable
rights; that among these are e, Hierty apd
the pursnit of happivess. The{ o secure thess
righin, gurerhmatite sre Imtituted aweng ten,
deriving thelr jost powers from Che consent of
the governsd, that whenever sny furm of gov
ernment becomes destructive of these ends, 0t
in the right of the people to alter or to alwlish It
and to lustitute s new govertument, laylng ite
foundation ot such priociples, oaod orgsoiziog
ite powers In such form, as Ly them shall seewm
tnoat HEkelr to effact thelr anfety wnd happioess
Prudence, indeed, will dirinte thal governments
long establinhied should oot be changed for light
mf trannlent couses, and nﬂ'urrl'luTI’. il ex
perlence bath sbown that mapkitnd are mors
iinpmed to saffer, while avils are aufferabile. than
to right themselves by abalishing the forma o
which they are wecustomed Hot when & long
train of n and gsurpations, pumeaing lora
ristily the same object, evinces s design o re
duee themm under absolute despotism 1t e thelr
rlght, it is their duty, to threw off such govern.
ment. and to ill’utlll. oew guards for thalr futore
serurtty,  Buch has besn the petiegt suffsrance
of these colonies, and such is now the Decessity
which constraine them to alter thelr former sys
rems of s:vrnmwm The history of the present
king of Grest Rritaln la & bistory of repeated
injurtes and usorpations, sll bhaving in direct ob
joct the establiahment of so abeclule tyrenoy
uver these sintes To prove this, et facia be
wibmitted to a vandld world

He has refossd his sssent to laws the most
wholesome and necessary for the public good

He bas fortddden hnis wernom o pass laws
of Immediste apd pressing importance, anless
stinpnded in thelr opersthon 11 i sesent should
te olitmined, sid, wheti so suspeoded, be bas
utterly neglocted to attend o them.

He has refussd 1o pass other laws for the
necommodation of large disteicts of people, un
leas these people would relinquish the right of
representatinn in the legiainture; a right ines-
timalde to them, and formldable 1o tyranis only

He has ealled togetler leglslative bodies at
places unnsuel. uneomfortaide, sod dlstant from
ihe depository of thele publle records, for the
wile purpose of fatigulog them Into compllatce
wilh his messires

Ha has dissolyed representative botses refeat-
edly for oppeaing with maoly firmness his (o
vaslons on the rights of the gﬂupld

Ha bas refused. for & loug Yhue sfter soch dis:
solutlona, Lo rause others (o b electad . wieroby
the legislative powers. fncapable of annihilation,
tave retumed ta the people at largs for thelr
wxerviss; the state remaining, In the meati-
time, axposed to all the danger of fuvasion from
without and convulstons within

He has endesvorsd ti prevent the population
of thess states; for that purjess dtetructing the
lnwa for natormifzation of forslgn
ti pane others (o encotrage thelr migration hither
and raining the conditlons of wew appropristions
of [ands

e has obeirictsd the administration of Jow
ties by refusing bls assent to laws for establish.
lnf Judiciary r wera

Ie Las made Judges dependent on his will
slote for the tedure of thelr ofices, and the
amount and payment of thelr salaries

He nas erected s multitude of pew offices, and
sent  bhither swarms of officers to harams our
people and eat out their subatance.

He bhas kept smong us, In times of peacs
standing armiss, without the consent of our
Ieglalatures

ie ham affected to render the military inde-
pendent of, and superior o, the civil power
He bas comhined with cthers Lo sublect oa to
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8 Jurisdiction foreign te our coostitation wsod
unacknow lelged by our laws, Ll
to their acts of pretended lagisls tion—

For quartering lage bodles of srmed troops
ainong ue;

For protecting them, by s mock trial, from
punishmant for any murders which thay shoold
commit on the lubabitants of these states;

I"tEr’ rutting off our trade with all parts of the
workd

For lmposing tages on s without our consent;

For depriviog ue, in meoy cases, of the bens
ftn of trinl by Jury.

For transporting us beyood seas to be tried for
pretendnd o enses |

For atollatiing the free systom nf English laws
In & wveighboriug provines, sstablishing hereln
an arblteary government, and enlsrging its Iu.u:.

ft lostrument for iptroducing the same &
mile Inte thess colonies;

h dAnriea »0 88 o render 1t af once an ezample

For taking away our ehbarters, abolish
mont waluntile nom, snd altering, fundamantally,

| the powasrs of uor govertitments;

ere, refusing |

| Britteh cruown, and that all politieal connmetion
|
1

' He bas constraloed our fellow cltissbs, taken
|

For suspending our own leglalatores, and declar
log thewiseives  fovested with wr to legis-
late fur o8 o all canes whatscever

He bas atulicated government here, by declar
lug s oot of his protection std waging war
against us

He has plundered our seas, rava L
huru:-d aur towns, and destroyed t lres of our
[M‘ LN

s i at this time transportl largs armiss
of forel mercenaries, to complets the w
death, desolution, n tyranny, elready begun
with dlreumatances of eruslty and perfidy scarcely
parelisled in the most barbarie sges, and totally
unworthy the bead of a clvillsed nation

r coarts

captive oo the high seas, o b=ar arma a
thelr countey, fo become the executionsrs thelr
friends aod beethres, or to fall themseives by
thelr hands

He lins sxcited domestlc Insurrections s
us, and has endsavored to bring on the | +
tanta of our frontiere the mercllesa Indian sav-
Aged. whose known rale of warfare (s an undis.
ages, sexes and

stage of thess oppressions we bam

tinguished destruction of ail
conditione
In #ve

titlonesd for redross I the modt hutabils te
mrorepeated petitionn bave been answered o
hy ropeated injury A prinee, whoss charact
la thos marked by every act which may defise
s tyrant, ls anfit to be the ruler of a frew
peuple

Nor have wo besan wantiong In attsntion to oue
Britial brethieen.  We linva waroed them, from
time to thie, of attempts made by thelr legisia-
laturs, to extend an unwarraniable jorisdiction
aver ox,  We have reminded them of the clr.
rumatances of onr  emigration and ssttioment
hare We bave appeal to their native justice
and magnanimiiy, and we bare cobjured tham, by
the tles of our commaon kKindesd, Lo dlsavuw those
ustirpations, which would Inevitabiy Interr

nee They, E!‘

our emnactions and eo - 0
have been deaf 1o the voloe of justies and Fup.
sangulnity We must, therefore, “acquiesce In
the necessity whick d our separation,
ard hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind
enamics i war, In peace frisnds.

Wa, therefore the rapresentatives of the
'nite! Stntes of Americs, In genersl congress
assntpbiled, appesling to the Ruprema J
the world far the rectitade of oar intentions, do
In the nams and by the authority of the ood

In of these colonies, I 1y bllah snd
clare that these united coloofes are, and of
right onght to he, Free and Indepandent states:
thint thiey are absaived from ail allegiances te the

betwesn them and the state of Grest Britain is,
and ought to be, totally dissdlved. and that, as
froe and Independent states, they have full powesr
e levy war, conclode peace, contract alllmoces,

! watabilfal sommeres, and do all sther acts and

things whirh independant safates may of right do,
And for the mopport of this declaration, with a
'ﬂrm rellanre on the protection of Divine Provl.
dencs, we mutually pledges to n-:v:h other oar lives,
Onor.

anr fortunes, and our saersd

rounds, apd the [pfantry scuttered luto
thirteen divisions, poured forth thirtéen
vollegs—all correspouding to the number
of States which formed the Unlon,

“Don'ta™ for the Fourth.
Don't talk politics,
Don't run to every fire.
Don’t despine a toy pistol
Don't complain Af it raios.
Don't set fire to the house.
Don't dritk pink lemonnde,

o't overlond your stomach,

Pran’t eelebrate with whisky.

Iran't drive n nervous hoese.

Pon’t miss the Inst train home,

Dan’t think the gun Isn't loaded.

Don't go on a crowded excursion.
ok

Don't be ashated to be putriotie,

Don’t let your dog out of the honse,

Don't gay the “old-tashioned Fourth.”

Iran't shioot off your mouth too mach,

Dan't imagite that “it has gone out”

Don't put & double charge in a cannon.

Dan't blow down the mouth of a londed
N,

Don't try to suppress smull boys; It s
their day,

Pion't fire a pistol londed with powder
and ball

Don't pul your nose to a rocket after
lNghting ir.

Don't “wish you hado't gone”™ after
coming binek.

Don't forget that the Fourth lasts only
one day.

Don't set off Arcerackers it the haymow.

Don’t enrey loowe powider in your pocket.

Don't lnugh at the dram major-pity
him.
Don't forget you were & boy once your-
self,

Don't begin celebeating the Fourth on
the 34,

Don't throw firecrackers at passing bi-

eyclists,

Don’t take any chantes with a cracked
cannon,

Don’t shoot rockets luto your nelgh-
bor's windows,

The Day We Celebrate,
Unee o yedr [t comes
With lrs finga and drums,
With Its rannon loud,
With Ita rockets high
And thele atarry crowd
Filling all the sky.

Muale lo the alr,
Powder everywhere,
Crackers maklng nolae,
Bunpping st your feet,
For the happy boys
All nlong the street

Then, hurrah! [ ay
Lidependence Ty
Comses bul once a year,
With Its nodse and smioke.
Last tim hodd It dear,
Mg and ilttle folk

Lot us take onr part
With w loyal heart,
I onre Aags unfurled,
LAttle rsnld and man,
Proudest In the world!
Free! Awmeriean!
New York Independoent.

Here He Is Again.
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= == t SWEETHEARTS.

Where are my swecthearts, €ond and
fuir?
None of the graceful group | see;
| Fitting fairies, they clip the air,
Or peep from the woods and laugh at
lie,
Laugh at the old man moving slow,
In & circle of dreams of loug ago!

Thus in memors’s mystic room
Supreme their changeless charms ap-
penr,
Rose uud Hly in breathing bleom,
Al lowidit smailes that theill and cheer,
Wherever affection has touched the past
Is immortality o'er it cast!

Seerus it only & vision yet—

Oune little month since her I met;

l May fadeless flowers enwreath the

| night!

A lady beautiful aglow
With kindoess. Strange!

| white,

| Her cheeks are snnset-tinted anow;
Her eyes have that religious light

Cuthedrals in their dimness know!

Her hair is

My queen of fairies! Not alone

I stood by ber pxnited throne;

For he was there, her graclous king,
The royal family around,

Ah, what an unsubstantial thing
My room of old deligh: I fonnd!
Each imuge talse took instant wing,

Renlity resumed the ground!
—Washington Star.

'WHEN THE
| MOON IS RED.

. Mawson was the quletesat man In the
| tompany; lazy and ensy-golng, and ns
| gentle of speech and MADDCE A8 A WoLII-
an. Therefore, what T am about to tell
| Beems all the more Inexplieable.

| The troops had Just been pald at Fort
| Bolord, In New Mexico, and the detall
| to escort the puymaster to the next stan-
Ctlon already aunounced. It consisted
(of Sergeant Cnlson, an ex-English sol-
fdler who had seen service In India, and
!llx privates, of whom Mawson wus
one.

On the morning of the 17th of July,
the day following the payment, s four-
{mule ambulones, contalning the pay-
| master and his elerk, and one escort

wagon, contalnlng the enlisted contin-

gent, pulled out of Bolord for Fort

| Newjgate, sixty milea acrows the coun-
‘try.  As afterward verified hy official
L observations, It was the hottest day the
reglment had ever known In the Terri-
tory. After the sun was a fow hours
high, even those tough and hardenesd
veterans, the quartermaster's miiles,
showed slgns of it

By neon both men and anlmals were

well-nlgh maddensd by the hent: there
was no escaping, as It beat down un-
mercifully upon  them, while they
wearlly crawled through the heavy
aaml. It was nilles to Ploon ereek, thelr
first night's camp, with almost the en-
ure distance a desert. Nothing bnt
annd as far a8 the exe could reacli; des.
olation—ahsolute, utter desolation. The
saml gnats buzzeld gayly and merrily,
and almost drove the animals to apen
revolt. Ino the ambulnnes, which was
| covered, the paymuaster and his clerk
sat, violently fanning themselves, the
water streamlug off thelr faces, atud
thelr eyes glued to the valises contuin-
Ing the government funds for the puiy-
ment of the commam] al Newgnte,

“It's sumply hell,” sald the Major,
whille the elerk. a tenderfoot, mintterisd
something about belng back in Ohio,

“Uhlo!” thundered his chlef. “thlol
What do you mean by spenkiog of Ohilo
In this Gml-forsaken conntry, ehi”
The elork, who was o mild  man,
coughed apologetically, and for the bal-
ance of the rhile remaiped silent.

An the day wore on  the wagong
crenked along, the Major oveasionnlly
slept, awoke, glured at the silent elerk,
and took numerous drops of the “Trad
er's best" hig punacen for all evils, The
clerk didu’t drink, couldn’t sleep, amd,
by the thme the wagons at lnst dreagged
Into eatp, was on the verge of nervous
prostration. It was his fiest toip in the
Territory, and, 1 may as well add here,
that It was his last.

Arrey the long, hot slege of the day 1t
was o rellef to strike the Jittle green
spot where I'tnon ecreck gurgled and
mutmured over 18 rough, pelibly bot
tom with the most tantallzing sound.
Even the Major relaxed and offered o
drink of the panacen to the detall who
had pitehed the tenis for himsell and
clerk o the coolest and shadiest gpot
obtainable.

After the anlmals had been watered,
fos] and secnred for the night there wos
| supper, and then the sergeaut divided
the detall nto rellefs for a runolng
gunardl.

At about 8:30 o'clock the moon shot
up In the sky, blood-red, and the alr
grew suddenly hotter. The clerk, to
| whom the sight was o new one, seemied
muech lmpressed by 1t

‘ “Nothing unusunl™ sald the Mnjor,
who, ke the celebrated Joe  Willet,
| was now in a mood to tackle anything
or anybody In the line of argument,
“Why, sir, I've seen er—ten times red-
der,” he added; "yex, 8ir, ten times red-
der.”

There was & silence,

“You belleve me?” asked the Major,
belllgerently.

The clerk belleved him, but his resig-
nation was alteady a foregone conclu-
son,

An lour lgter the little camp bad
sunk to slumber, nnd the only nolse
that disturbed the slleuce was the

tramp of the sentinel in frout of the
paymaster's teot.

As the night wore on it grew hotter
and botter, and the men tossed and
moved uneasily on thelr blankets, The
little breeze that bad sprung up in the
early part of the evenlng died out, and
the sllence grew almost oppressive.
Overlicad the woon hung red and large
in the skies, its lurld beams giving the
scens an almost unnatural appearance.

It was just about midnight when the
whole cawp was aroused by an un-
earthily yell, and the next instant the
clerk, clud only in a brief shirt, come
medly tearing towurd the wagons.

“Well, what Is t7" asked the sergeant
quietly, who had eagght him in his
grasp; “what is it

It was some time before he could tell
his story, and then, when Le did speak,
It was ulmost lmpossible to understand
him. “Something had attneked him,"”
he blurted out.

“Who—the Major?" asked one of the
grinning soldiers, but the sergeant si-
leneed him.

“Come, sir. tell us what It was,” coax-
ed the sergeant, and then he began:
“He had been awakened by something
in his tent—a lnrge, white animal, with
gleaming eyes and heavy mane, that
acratched and bit at him savagely,”
and In proof thereof he showed his
right arm. Incredulity fled at once,
for, sure enough, on the arm were o
cruel red gash and the lmprint of teeth,
“It was awful,” he continued shudder-
Ingly—"wwful; It trled to tear my
throut, but 1 managed to roll out of the
tent and ger away.”

By thils tlme the Major had joined the
group and the story was repeated to
lilm,

"Bl what's that 2" asked some one,

There was [ustant silence, and quite
plaindy, from the direction of the c¢lerk's
tent, there came a sound ag If of some
anlmal crawling through the brush,

The sergeant Joaded his piece.

Again they leard It, thia time evi-
dently spproaching them, and then
through the hrosh they caught a gleam
of sometliing white,

“That's 11, chattered the
“that’s Ir—shoot 11"

Suddenly It eame plainly into sight;
a long, white animal that erawled and
slid along, slowly and stealthily on all-
fours, Before they could realize what
it was it halted, torned 18 head toward
the moon, and gave vent to a wild,
plercing ery that was shsolutely blood-
curdling.

“Now!™ suid the Major, and the ser-
geant raised hix plece and ru his eye
along the barrel,

Tne next insiant, to their ummisiak-
#hle horror, the animal sddenly valsed
up erect, and rthe gergennt dropped his
plece,

“By the living God," he crled hoarse.
ly, “it's a man!"

“It'a Mawson," sald some one.

As the thiug turned its head fully to-
warid them they recognized him plaln-
ly. He was perfectly naked, and his
skin shone io the moon's rod light,
white and dazzling,

Breathlessly they watohed him. Soon
he dropped on all-fours, and then
crowching close to the ground hegan
slowly crawling toward the horrified
group. They could now lear his heavy
breathiing and see his fixed, staring
eves goving [vom face to face, while
his Junws worked convalsively and his
tongue hung oul between his Hps.

“Ho's erazy,” whispered the sergeant;
“I'd borter dreop hiom™ but the Major
shook Lis hieddd,

Nearver amd nenrver, closer and close
L ernwled, ahmost on his belly, and
then, with an gogry snarl, the long
white body shot through the air straight
toward them. At the same instant the
sergeant clubhed his rifle, and then
they heard It sirike agalnst Mawson’s
head with & doll thad, He stradghtened
up bddily, threw his arms wildly onee
of twiee, and dropped to the ground
ke dend,

When they came to examine him the
hlond was tlowing from the wound in
the back of his head made by the see-
gennt's rifle, bl hls breatlilng seemed
strong and regular.

“TIe's only stunned,” sald the Major,
“and the blesling will do him good.”

Hisx naked boldy was feverishly hot
and seratched from ernwling throngh
the hrosh, but otherwise he seemed un-
Injured,

For a long time he lay In a sort of
stupor, while they bathed his wonnd
nnd Kept wet rags to his head.

Suslidenly he began to speak, and then
the men starsd at one another in open-
monthed amnzement: the words were
utterly strange to them,

“What's his natlonalliy ¥ asked the
Ma jor.

“American, 8in” answensd one of the
mien, who was 4 walking encyelopedia
on all company matters; "born In the
mountains of Tennessee, sir.”

The sergeant, who had leen some (-
tanee away, now napproached, and ns
soon a8 he heird Mawson's mutterings
turned 1o the Major with a queer look
on his face.

“He's talking Indlan, sir,” he sald,
excltedly; “he's talking the Hngo of the
tiger people—I1 know It well.”

“Listen to him now, sir,”” he contln-
ued, as Mawson broke Into a welrd sort
of chant, "do you know what he's say-
Ing?

“When the moon is red—the tiger kills.

When the moon ls red—the tiger kills.

When the moon ls red—the tiger kills.”

“He's mad,” sald the Major, but the
sergennt shook his head and  drew

clerk,

away. “He's a tiger man,” he whis
pered.

All through the long night they
watched and cared for him and listen-
el to his one welrd cry: .

When the moon is red—the tiger kills.

When the moon is red—the tiger kills.

When the moon is red—the tiger kills,

When the morning breezé hroke the
long weary watch and the blood-red
moon uropped to rest Mawson sudden-
Iy sat up, rubbed his eyes, and them,
looklug at one of the men e was fond
of, sald, in his usual lazy, gentle map-
ner of speech:

“Hello, Don: ala't reveille gone® yet?™

When the sergeant reported to the
paymaster for Instructions prior
breaking camp that officer asked:
“How does Mawson act now '

“Much as usual, slr, except that he
romplalns of being tired; doesn't seem
to have any recolleetion whatever of
last night’s proceedings.”

“He's shamming,' sald the Major,

“I think not, sir; I've gquestioned him
very elosely about India, but he doesn't
even know where It 1s. He's very Ig-
norant, like most mountaineers. I even
repeated In Indian, *‘When the moon I8
red—the tiger kills,! but after gazing
ar me In pmazement for g few minutes
he burst out laughing. ‘What's that,
sergeant—Duteh 7 he asked, when I re«
peated it. Consliered It a huge joke"

“How does he acconnt for the wound
on lils head ?” continued the Major,

“Thinks he must have wulked In his
sleep nnd fallen against a rock. I really
Lelleve he's In earnest, sir, and doesn't
remember anything."

But the Major was far from satisfled.
“Keep close to him, sergeant,” he cau-
tioned, “and see he doesn't get hold of
a ritle,”

When they got into Newgate the Ma-
Jor reported the clreumstance to the
commanding officer and the post sur
geon, and Mawson was immediately
taken Ioto the post hospltal for observa-
tion.

“A mild sunstroke, probably,” said
the doctor some few days later; “he's
perfectly sane and well now."”

“But how about hls talking Indlan?"
persisted the Major; “a sunstroke can't
make n man a linguist, can 1t?

The doctor smiled {n a superior man-
ner. “I den't think it was Indian," he
Bald; “the seggeant was evidently over-
excited nnd only fmagined he under-
stoed It. Why, my dear fellow," notle-
Ing the paymaster's rislng wrath,
“you're n sensible man and a bright
one. Now how In the name of common
sense could a man speak a language
he dldn't even know of ? The day of mi-
racles I8 over and you don’t belleve in
the supernatural? Well, I've studied
the mntter most carefully; too much
sun: you ail had a little touch of it, 1
guess, What'll you have?

This 18 what thedloctor sald and what
was generally aceepted as the true so-
lutlon. But the men of the escort knew
hetter.

Perhaps the queerest part of all {s
that when Mawson was discharged
from the hospital he returned to tha
company  and served the remalning
three years of his enlistment falthtully
and honestly. Bergeant Calson, who
himself told me the story and in whoss
word T have hmplicit confidence, point.
ed Mawson out to me on a number of
oecasions, hot as he was not In my
company 1 never learned to know him.
The madness, or whatever you may seq
1t to eall It, vnever recurred. He was
gentle In speech and manner, ensy-
going nnd lazy, which, as 1 before said,
mukes it all the more inexplicable,

These events, which occurred many
years ago, had almost escaped my
memory, until, the other day, I recelved
a letter from my friend, the ex-ser-
geant, who I8 now In the customs serv-
ice of the Government, stationed |
Tennessee, Among other things ha
wrote:

“Do you remember Mawson and the
story 1 told you about his queer doings
at Plnon Creek long age? In one of my
trips lust month 1 came across a family
of the same name, up lo the mountaing
of this State (his birthplace, you may
remember), and by close, though appar-
ently indifferent, questioning found out
that they were cousins of his. They
remembered him well; in faet, had a
picture of him, taken in uniform when
he was nomember of my old company.

“It seems that his grandfather (who
hefore drifting to Tennessee had been
wosatlor in early Hfe) bronght back with
hit from his last trip to forelgn parts
nodnrkskinned wite. She died in glv-
Ing birth to Mawson's father, whom lis
kinsfolk here speak of as ‘n sleepy,
dreamy, worthiess sort of cuss, very
fond of hunting about at night.’

“From the description of the woman
iMawson's grandmother), whieh s,
however, almost entlrely legendary, I
have svery reason to belleve that sha
velonged to one of the tribes of tigey
peopie, quite common in India years
ago.”

Queer, 1kn't 1?7 Of course 1 don't
mean to say that this explialns the mys-
tery, but It certalnly establishes a con-
nection; don't you think so7—8an Fran
clsco Argonaut.

A New Gunboat,

A new gunboat has veen devised to
sall In shallow water, and the Inventor
claims for It the advantage of great
speed with a light draught of water,
and & continuous and simultaneous fir
ing on both sides of guna specially man-
ufactured for the purpose, the cvew all
the time belng safely under covar,
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