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TOPICS OF THE TIMES.

A CHOICE SELECTION OF INTER-
ESTING ITEMS,

Comments and Criticiasms Hased Upeon
the Happenings of the Day—His-
toricul und News Notes,

The war flurry has settlsd down to
the convietton that the Motiroe doe-
trine Is o sure thing

—

If Utah's cladm that 1t 18 the most de-
Heghtful State to Hve In is well founded
it should change I8 name o Matei-
mony.

The best evidence that New York
remllzs it 18 no longer o rival of (hi
o Is that s newspapers are seolding
Bt lLouls for wanting rhe Democratie
eonvention,

Greater Boston will lsve gbout 1,000-
00 inhabitnnts, 1t is estimated.  But
the town will not contit auy more
windom than It does now. That surely
would bee lmpossibile.

1t will pay every Americun cltizen to
reflect earefully upon how much more
securely the Unlted Btates  could
“LlufM” Eongland If the Nlearagua Canal
were open for husiness and we were
In control of It

Cripple Creek should be excesding
careful In advertising s gold mines
If Englond fnds out there Is gold there
It will be nlmost certaln o send Larry
Godkin with & regiment or two oot
there 1o ke possesslon,

Great Britnln concluded thne 1t wounld
be 0o fun to run up agalnst Germany
in Bouth Afrien. After thinking over
the matter & while Great Britaln may
determine not to run up agalonst the
United States (n South Amerien,

Koabser WHNehn 18 Dot to get wopst
o in his batthe with the Germnn press
He bas alevady hnd several warnlngs
thist the peaple of hils cmpire are wagry
al his vigorous attempts o suppress the
free expression of opinlon.  The sen-
teney of fmprlsonment lnposed  opon
Herr Hofrdeliter, an editor who exposed
the barbarous pundstinents ased T the
House of Correvtion ot Branweller, his
stirred Gernmauy o the depthis, and
Wihelm may  soon  fecl his  crown
shaky abont his eurs unliess e spesdily
Tearns prodimee,

Another of the old war corvesponil-
cnts, Col. Thomas W. loox, died ar hin
rgems 1o the Lotus Clul, New York,
where for many yeirs he s lived o
pleasant lmchelor's fe.  Col. Knox
was one of the best and most gecurite
of the war corps of correspondents of
the rebel war, and Al admirnble work
for the New York press. After the war
he turned Lis attentlon to literature,
and beenpe o great taveler, Seareely
A part of the world was left unvisited
by him, and the result was o serles of
oot chiarming books of tenvel aod add
venture for boys, the lneote  from
which enabled Bine to lve noense nod
without the pecessity of delng contin
vons work. Personodly Lie wis o genldal,
refined, ” conrteons gentletnn with o
Benrt as Dl as s massive boly. He
will D saddly tdssed, expecially by the
thousands of yonng renders to whiom
hils bwwoks binve been o delight

¥

Cocll RRbodes, the Premier snd g
gest man of Cape Colony, hins resigned,
and bis resiguntion s been nccepted
by Bir Heroules Robinson, the Gover-
nar nppointed by the Queen, The Hon
Sir o Gordon Sprige.  the
Treasurer, sueceeds liln Dby the Queen’s
gppolntment.  Cecll BRhodes, the epsos-
o Premler, was a mnn of grent exeon-
tive abllity and towering nmbition, 1t
i& ax yet uneertnin whether he was
cogplannt of the purpose of Jatiesan
when he mude his foolanrdy Invasion
of (he Transvanl with only 700 poorly
armed  followers, without mtlons o
sufficlent wmmnndtion, o meep 2000 or
SO0 wellegudpsed gl well fed Boers,
eviery one of whom Is an aceomplished
mnrksman, It has been stated that
Junmeson was anly hils tool and agaln
that e knew nothing abaut the rald,
However that mny be the Euglish (ol
anlal Government seems o hnve made
A weipehodt of Llm so that 1t mny
climb down aodd get out of o bad serape
#ll the easiir.

—

Phe Giovernar of Virginda makes a
sensible suggestion for the prevention
of Iynehing.  Afer advising Inws fo
fining counties o which Iynehings o
viir, he suggests thit the penalty  for
ottrmge ot wotet he deth o every
eame, und that oo lndletment for e
iffense have precedence fn conet of all
other enses.  The usinl fustitiention for
the lynehing that hax been golong on o
the South, with sueh barbarithes As
trrning and Aaying, Is that 1 s neces
wiry to awe the pegroes into leaving
the white women alone, ‘I'his may or
may not be troe, but 1t 18 cdasy 10 aecon:
plish the mune result by legnl menns,
If the people are united In approving
such summary punishments there conld
e no difficulty in passing laws to me
cure i short, sure and speedy punish-
went for the eriminals,  If the ordinary
couris are insufficient It would be eany
1o st np n special tribunal whosa de-
coion whonld be beyond appeal and
whose verdict should be carried out at
anee~1n effect & court-mnriial As a part

Colomlal |

of the pence esmtablishinent. However
obijictionable such a tribuual may ap.
| perar 1o the lawyers, It s muecl th be
prefernsl to the Iynching pariy that (s
ustrping the functions of courls, wnd
would avold moest of the dapgors of
getting the wrong man,

Amerieans have good reason to re-
Jolee with the sturdy followers of “Oom
Paul” (u the ueatuess and dispatel with
which they fayed the Juweson froe
booters. They are, unless we gre much
wistaken, the first colonial people to
wrest independence by arms  from
Grent Britain since our own Revolu-
tonary war. The stmllarity between
them and the Leroes of our struggle
for Independence s strong. They are
& tough, deeply rellglous, pastoral peo.
ple.  They ean fight and pray aod
kewp thelr powder dry. They lve plm-
ply, resd thelr Bible plously and shoot
accurntely, They know how to mind
their own business and how to teach
thelr nelghbors to remaln at home.
They love God, but they are not afruld
of the devil. They go luto battle cry-
lug "“The wword of the Lord and of
Gldeon,” and the hosts of the Midinn-
ftes run like witer before these leath. |
ery soldler men. One result of thelr
terrific defense of the republic has
been the overthrow of  Cecll John
Rliowdew. The rocket-like enreer of, this
mnn stunned the common sense and
the conmcdence of the British people,
Flown with flehes and arroganee, thero
wits nothilug short of the conguest of
Africn to the source of the Congo thnt
seemed to matinfy hils ambltion.  He
waus worshiped In London list woek
this week he Is & fallen star, with the
murder of thousauds of defenseless -
tyves to answer for,  Last week there
were two great men in South Afrien
Cecll John Riwdes amed 8, J. 'anl Kru
ger, Toddny there Is bot one.

GREAT LAWYER'S INFIRMITY.

He Generally lLost Hia Temper and
Also His Case.

The lute Chilef Justiee E. 6. Rynn, of
Wiseconsin, was, In many respects, the
most potably able man the State ever
reckoned smong s citlizens,  He Lhind
great learnlng, particulardy o Inw.
Among veternn lawyers who kpew
Judge RRyun thers are few, If any, wha
o not eomcede 1t e wirk better vers
ed In law than any other man in bis
profession i the State, but he was less
tortunate in his practice than many of
Ll Mrstocligss lnwyers,

The lnte Matt L Carpenter uked to
win most of Lis cases when Judge Ryan
win the opposing nitorney, but often In
mented thnt he wis not as good & lnwyer
ax hiy unsuecessful opponent. Onee Mr
Carpenter salil: “Why, If 1 possessid
E. (i, Hyan's legnl abllity to go with
iy good osture and skHl in control
Hog my temper, 1 would not he averse
to mesting any lnwyer o the worlid, ne
watter how lmportant the case” Yol
Carpenter seldom lost g cose when 1
uhposing attorney was lyan

“How Is 11, Mart, that you nearly al
wityw defent Rynp, even when (0 Is

Pl thnt you Have g poor onse el b l

|
oo one " asked one of the great!

Senntor's friends.

“Hy Keeplng ey temper and helpiog
Mro Ryan to Jose Bis was Carpenter's
prompt reply

Thnt was sa. Carpenter knew thad
| him brother attorney was nlways well
prepared when he went fnto court
[ well loaded, cocked and primed —aml
be nlso kpew that If Mr. Ryvan (ld not
lose Bis temper e would win his case
B e wis eareful to see thnt Me, Ryan
lost bils temper, and fred off his perfect
loned s that It seartered and its offen
Wik waustinl

Age took the rongh edges from Judgs
Ryno's temper, so that when he be
came chlef fustice he flled the high
sttlon in as able and dignified o
manner ax It ever had been Hlled -
Chiengo Times Hernld

Polsoned Her Broomd,

It has been clalmed by observers of
Birds that same of the feathersd reils
WL feedd thele young I they are eagied
nod 00 they fall after nocertaln thne
relense thenr they will brlng them a
prolsonad weisd tooear, that death utu,\'l
end thelr captivity,  About o week ag
it the Holstein ranch, I Nevida, 1l
chilldren eaptomsd the nest of it
vomng orioles. aml they  were o
dlntely cliged and Hung In o tree. The
mother wis Al enlling her
young, snd In oa linle while brounghi
thew sotpe wormes,  Bhe  conthimed
foeding them regularly for several dayve
without seciming to pay much attention
to persons abaut.  But on Sunday came
the tragle ending that demonstrated the
thesry relative 1o birds, Khe brought

vin i sprlg of green on Bunday morn
g and disappeared. In less than ap
hour they all died. The sprig wans ex
amined and proved to be the demdly
Iarkspur, & weed that will kil full
grown cuttle.  The little ereatures Iny
dead In the cage and slightly foaming
at the wouth, vietlme of thelr mother's
rtern resolve that her offspring shouli
dle by her own act rnther than lve o
enpuyity.

L]

Getting Even with Worceater.

The story Is told of Oliver Wendel!
Ilolmes that when one of his friends
announced his Intention of delivering o
lecture In Worcoster Holmes cheerfully
responded: “I'm awfully glad to hem
it. 1 always did hate those Worcestor
people.”
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Duchess, sspecially after all the
toll and labor she had ungrudging-
Iy expended on her unattractive prog-

I 1" wiis really very hard oo the poor

eny. Her lot had always been hard
enough ever since she had been a duch-
wain; even before her wedding cake had
grown stale she had been coplng with
diffculties, brutal dificulties which It
required all her strength of mind to
face, and now, when a good share of
those dMficulties were lald to rest with
her husband, the late Duke, In the fam-
iy vault at Longlands; now, when she
hiad just managed to retrieve the shat.
tered duecal fortunes by bringing off the
engagement of her ugly, dissipated son,
the present Duke, to Claudina Putnam,
the richest American hedress of the sea-
son, now for this blow to fall upon her,
it waa really too bad. Theonly balm w
her angulsh wax that jt bad fallen in

Longlands, In the wilds of Yorkshire,
and rthat the whole thing might be
hushed up and hustled foto oblivien
without anyone heing the wiser, Bhe
had gone to Longlands to recrult after
her superhuman expenditure of energy
during the lLomdon seamon; her only
Kuest was Claudia Putsam, her son's
flaneee, with whom she was busy plan-
ning abterations and renovatons for
the new reglime,

But the moment was robhixd of all Its
savor by the horrible catustrophe; this

what else conld she call it?7—1iia driy-
aling Wdlocy of the least plain and most
hopeful of ber six ungainly daughters,
Bhe wonld have kept the hateful story
tio herself If she could, but her hsart was
tems Pl For wilence: besides, Clandia Led
ber falr share of Yankee shrewdness -
#he milght suggest o brilllant solution
of the prublem-—sn, as they mat over 4
cup of ten In her bondolr, the Ducliess
openad her new trouble to her future
daughterdin lnw,

“I'm afrald, Clandia, dear,” she be
gun, “that we are golng to have serfons
trouble with Henretta" Clandla was
very foud of the Duchess, so shie tried
1o look sympnthetle, though with Lady
Henrfetta, who was wrapped up ln par-
fsh work, who wore imp<msible clothes,
und did her hadr grotesquely, she had
no kympathy whateyer,

“Diear me!” she peplied. “I'm sorry
to hear It; I hope she's not sok.”

“Siek!" repented the Duchess. 1 wish
she were, or anything half so sensfhile.
The fuct Is, she has been and got her
self entangled 0 a most unhbecoming
love affalr.”

Miss Putoam opened her blue eyes
very wide, and set down her teacup
with a Jerk, "“Myp!" she exclaimed;
“and who on earth hos been making
love to Hoenrletta "

The Ichess lowered her volea, “My
dear,” she sadld, Impresaively, it 1s Mr.
Giibson, the curate. She vows she will
tarey N, s’ 4t awful?”

“Rather awlal for the curate,” thought
Clandin 1o herself. Aloud she sabd
“Have | ever met Mr. Glbaon ¥

“Certalnly not, my dear; we do not
fnvite him bhere. He I8 oot o gentle
man."

“Then where
Il 3"

O, In the cottages and at the sehool,
Yon sec, she lkes parish work, and |
encourige her; 1 ses suel a gl ex
ample, and we've always had o married
curnte elore. However, when  Mr.
Glbson eame 1 never thought of chaper
oning her, becanse, yon see, he Isn't a
gentleman.”

did Henrietta  meet

“Hut, 1 suppose, Heorietta thinks he |

will make her a suitable husband ¥

“My dear,” eried the Imehess, “she
can’t possibly think so, Why, lUls rather
keeps o siiddler’s shop! He hasn't been
1 the uplversity,  Oh, 4 altogether
dreadrul! And she's os obsthiate as o
rona b bt B0

SMhe broke off gs the door opetisd (o
wehmde o Young man in g shooting suit
e was o plaln, insigniicantlooking
prersonpge. with an ale of extreme self
npproval

“1ve Just been telling Clamdia abod
this stupld affaler of Henrletta,” went
on the Dchess,

“And what does Clanlin think about
117" askid the plaln young man, who
was Clandia’s accepted lover and who
deposited his long lmbs on the sofa
bBesdde ber and tried (o bestow a furtive
caress an the hand nearest to him.

“1 guess I'm pretty well taken by sur
prive,” sid Miss Pumam, deawlng her
and out of her lover's reach.

“So'm 17 wmald the Duke, placidly.
“I'm daslied If 1 can Imagine what he
wetw in Tlenrletta.  Bhe ain’t prevy;
t'other way about, ruther; she's got no
money, and she'a years older than he
Is. 1I'm dashed If 1'd marry & woman
Hke Henrletta, evenir | was a mddler's
son,  1'm dashed If 1 could even feel
spaoony on her.”

Misa Putnam looked at him. Bhe was
golng to marry a men very like Henrd-
ettn, and ahe did pot feel very spoony
on him; she had accepted him for sun-
dry reasons, love helng by no means the
first or foremont.

“He mumt be ap awfully susceptible

-
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chap," went un his grece, “to lose his
beart to u girl like Henrletta. And he's
80 Obstinkte, too, about it; seems as 1if
lie really cared about her. 1 thought,
perbaps, It wus mowtly ambition—her
title, and that sort of thing, you know—
sud I've offered him all my Influence
In the way of & leg-up to preferment,
but be won't hear of it. Funny thing,
alo’t it? Now, If it had been u girl Hke
you, Claudis—*

“Duchess,” cried Miss Putnam, sud-
denly Interrupting her lover, 1 have an
losplrution. You just sead Henrletts
away. She can go to Jericho, or any-
where elwe, for o month or o, knd when
she comes back the engagement will be
broken off. I'll manage It, you bet."

She wouldn't answer any questions.
Bhe muid alie thought she understood
the exuct e of the land. They might
leave It all to her. Bo to her It waa
left, and the next day Henrletm was
packed off o & marmed cousin i South
Wales,

The following day, at Lady Henrd-
etta’s customary hour, Miss PPutnam
wilked into the village school-room.
Bhe wore s dainty blue cambric frock,
which fitted hier as no frock in ull Hen
rietta’s lifetime had ever ftted her.
The little boys and girls opened their
eyes wide to look at her, wo did the
schooltiistress, who was hearing the
wihole scliool In ita chureh catehiym,

“Good-morning,” sald Miss Putmam,
swertly, “I'm staying at the Towers.
I have come In Lady Henrletta's place
this morning. Khe has gone away for
a few weeks, and she would like you
all to know "

She Jooked round the moom na she
sald §t, and Anally fAxed her eyes on
the curate's frank, Mmple face.

“I hope " he began, hesitatingly, “that
Lady Henrdetta la not 411, This absence
| 48 80 Un—unforescen.”

“iness not,” sald Mlas Putnam, “She
't 1, she never was Ietter In lLer
LUfe; but the Duchess thinks o change
will do her o world of god."

“Her grace s very cruel,” murmuored
the cvmte,

“I beg your parden?' sald Clauddn,

| hlundly,

“I was about o say,” resumed the
cumie, turning to the expectant chil

[dren, “that as her ladyslilp ls unable
to come s morning you will be de-
prived of the Interesting objset lesson
she genemlly gives you. I'm xure you
will all be very sorry.”

“Oh, they shan't miss thelr ohject les-
son,” sald Clandia, still more blandly,
"I've promised Lady Henrletta to glve
it to them for her."

The curnte hiad been in the Lablt of
staying for Lady Henrletti's object los

| aon—t0 keep order for her, he would
have said, had the Duchess questioned
him. So he stayed w keep order for
Claudia, which was quite superfinons,
for iIf her manner of administering In-
struction was not of & nature 1o keep
| the attention of restless chikdren there
were her fasonating gown and her
pretty trinkets, not to speak of the
charm of her face, to hold her andlence
spellbound. And when the lesson was
over he had got into the way of wulking
with her lndyship along the school lane
and through the park. He ssonrted Mlss
Putnmum to-day, becnuse he wanted to
ask how long hs lege lady's banish
ment was to last

| “1 don't know,” was Miss Putnam's
reply; “1 suppose she won'™t come ek
tll the Duchess chooses."

“The children will miss hey sadly,”
| momned the cumte,

“Ciness wo mist make It ap o them,”
[ sl Clandia gractously; “1've prom ised
Henrletta to stand as mueh in the gap
i prosstlfe

Hes gave her n grateful look

“When shall I eome and gdyve another

olfect lessonl,” sle went ong ““to-tnor
row *

M net osald the enrate; “toanor
| row's geogrnphy day.  Her ladyship

always gives o geography lesson on
| Thursday ™

So Clandia put oo aoother bewitehlng
froek, viarled her trinkets, sod dld her
Lot with u geography lesson on Thurs
day, which was maloly devoted to o
flattering but inaeccurate description of
the United States, On Friday she wres
tled with sums, and by degrees she
learnad the whole sehiool routine, She
wlso visted, under Mre, Glbson's escort,
one or two of Henrletta's olid women,
who, he thought, would foel thomselves
neglectsd In her absence,

Her flance Inughed at her, “1 see what
you're up to,” he satd; “of cotrse, itUs
a clever move, but #t's rather rongh on
A sumceptible s ke Gibson,”

“Why do you call him an ass’ nsked
Misa I'utnam, sharly; “Decause his
father Is a saddler?”

“It's a splendid opportunity for you
to make yourself popular 1n the parish,
dear,” sald the Duchess. “Of courme,
when you are mistress here you will
llke to ba popular among the people.”

“l1 suppose 1 whall” said Claudia,
musingly.

But in spite of her lnciplent popular-
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1ty she would pot have the marriage
hurried on; she was equally deaf to the
Inike's lmpatience and the Duchess’
hints

*“There are such heaps of things 1o do
nnid 10 think of before anything can be
fixed,” she mald, vaguely, when her
flunce urged the matter upon lier.

“Well, get on with the heap of things,
then,” he retorted, “and don't trifle away
o much e &t that confounded
school.™
| And Lady Henrletta wus still in ban-
lshment in Bouth Wales.

Fiuslly, Miss Putnam’s stay at Long-
lands cane to x mther unstsfactory
end, for she went away to London leay
ing the weddiug day vutized and the
hangings of the new drawing-roovm un-
chosen,

The duy after her departure there
were two lemters for the Duchiess —one
from the curate, the other from Miss
Putnam. Bhe opened the former Arst,
because she felt more curfous as to ita
OUtents.

“Madam,” It ran, “although your
grace dikd pot sertously entertaln my
propoms] for the hend of Henrdetw, I
feel myself din bowor bound w 1 you
know thut my eyes have been opened
to the folly and uvosuimbility of the
marriage for which 1| would fain have
bed your smnetdon. | have written to
Lady Henrletta, explulning, as fur us 1
can, the folly of our past, and Legging
her to forgive me if she be 0 any way a
sufferer by our mistake, 1 s huving
Longlands a1 onee, therefore the em-
barmusstnent of uny forther mesting
will be aviedded. Yours, falthfully W,
Glbwon."

The Ducheds heaved u sigh of lntenve
rellef. This was Cluudla's dulng. Clau
dia was a right down clever girl. Bhe
had certaluly spent a great deal of valu-
able time In treading In Henrfetta's
footateps, but she had disenchanted
Mr. Gibwon and Hfted a horrible lucu-
bus off the fumily houlders. Nhe was
really far too good for that stupld, mud-
dle-headed pon of hers; still, sbe (the
Duchess) supposed that a title was an
Infinite attraction e a born denuoerat,
o things were, after all, not w0 very
unevet, Then she took up Clandia’s
letver,  “Dear ellld,™ she murmresd
s shie broke the seal,

“My dear Duochess,” she rewd, and
with ench succesding Une her dismayed
astonfshment fnereased; ' glad |
came to wtay a1 Longlands before | vook
the lrrevocahle step to the altar, | don't
wint to say anything nasty or mean,
but, really, T nover (d3d care abont the
Duke, 1 only aocopted ldm bevause |
thought you'd make up your mind to
have me for a dapghter-io-law, T shonkl]
have made him perfectly mdserable it
I had married him. Mr. Gibson tinds,
ton, that he made a great miwtake in
thinkiug he cared for Henrletta, He ex
phined It all to me, and [ amn quite sat
tled. e and I are golug to be mar-
ried] before Advent. 1 whan't mind hav.
Ing n sadiller fora fatherin-law. Yours,
wlways, Claudia Potnam.”

The Imchess threw the letter across
the tble to her son.  “Read that, Sonth-
down,” ghe wiid, “"We've got Henrfetra
ot of her scrape mimt splendidly,

It reedly was oo hard on e poor
Duchioss, -8t Paul's,

He Wanted the Best,

A little story, which emphasises the
faot that there is o great deal of human
nuture where one would scarcely expsct
to discover {1, Is told of an old Quaker
Many years ago, when chiurch organs
were regarded with disfavor by many
people, It was proposed to introduce onoe
Into a New England meeting house, one
of the pillars of which was an old man
of Quuker blood.

He wak one of the most vielent op-
ponents fo the plun, und expressed his
views so strongly that the person whao
wis collecting money for the orgdan,
when It was at last declded to have it,
dld not ventore to eall upon the old
Quaker for a subscription

He met him on the street one day,
and was greatly surprised when the old
man took out a substantial-looking wal-
let, and presented him with & most gen.
erons sum to add to lilg collmetion,

SWhy," stammered the young mnn,
“I-1 am greatly obllged, sir; but 1
hardly thought you would eare to he
asked to contribute”

UMy swon,'” sald the Quaker, with a
susplelon of 4 twinkle in his serfous
oye, " thee will worship the Lord hy
mnchinery, 1 owould HKke thee to have
n tirst-pate Instroment,”

Followed the Usnal Courne,

Slstley auy way 1 kKio gita recelpr fop
this here letter?” asked the thin-hlred
man with the crocheted tie,

“You can get It registered for elght
cents extra,” answersd the delivery
clerk.  “If the letter s one of lmpor-
tunee and 18 dellvery ig of particular
vconsequence, reglstration is advisable,”

“Oh, the letter aln't of no particalar
importance--at least not eight centw
worth, 1 don’t think. | merely allowed
mebbe 1 could glt some kind of g re-
eolpt to show L had malled 1t to glve the
old winunn. | guess Pl save the sight
pence an' put up with beln® ealled a ole
liar, ax usual”

Count Tolstol on & Wheel,

Count Leo Tolstol, the famous Rus-
alan author, I8 an enthusiastic blcy-
clist. Bo great a devotes of the wheel
has he become that his daughters, fear-
Ing that the strain will prove too much
for him, have also purchased wheels
aud accompany him on his trips to look
after him, Tolstol Is now 67 and Ia g
tireless worker,

)
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“As It Was in the Fiftles,” by “Kim
Rilar,” g story of a young Englishman's
unsuccesfil gquest for fortune In Brit-
ish Columbia, Lins been published.

A little book, entitied “Ancestry,” has
been complled by Eugene Zieber, It
sets forth the objects and the requlire-
ments for membership of the hered-
Itary societies und the military and
naval orders of the United Htates, and
contains a transcript of the acts of Con-
gress relating to the Insignia of the
war-hereditary socleties.

A new edition of Hobert Louls Bte-
venson's “A Old's Garden of Versea”
has just been Imwued, with new Illus-
trations by Charles Hobluson. The
verses are well known; many have read
them, not becnuse they are good poetry.,
but becauss Btevenson wrote them.
The lllustrations do not add to the
hook; they me In Walter Cmpe’s man-
ner, but badly drawi

How completely the Bluck Cat, Bos-
ton's new 0N-cent mugazine, has eaptl-
vated the story-reanding world is shown
by the fuct that in three months It has
already resnched o sale of 150,000 coples.
And the favor It has found with the
press v egually well Indicated by the
editorial comments of leading papers
throughout the country. The New
York Mall and Express, for Instance,
refers to It os “the literary pet,” while
the Louisville Commercial says: “We
predict that this delighifully original
and Interesting magnzine will inve the
largest sale ever reached by any publl-
ration. Its cleverly told stories of mys-
tery, exciting detective tales, and thrll-
Ing wories of ndventure render the
Black Cat a dellghtful new departure
In story-telling.”

Untll the present day, the only ocea-
slon on which the Monroe doetrine was
wively asserted by the United Stutes
was when Napoleon the Thilrd and the
Austrian  Maxlmilinn  attempted to
foumd an emplre In Mexico, 1t was
festined to fadl, even without the inter
vention of the Unlted Btates, and its
memory is kept green by the pathetle
fate of the Empress Carlotta, who is
10w dying o the close confilnement
meted only 10 the hopelessly mad. The
rory of her affliction Is told anew o
the memades of the Baron de Malortle,
2 gentleman of her court, which has
lust been published in Parls, Much of
1 I8 the nareation of hix own expe
renee, and what e dild not see or henr
was detated to him by Mme, del Bar-
oy @ lady-lu-waiting to Carlotta, who
dus remalned with her imperial mis
tress to the last, It Is a book of unus-
anl Interest. and presenis some start
Itg facts about Napole n's teeatment of
arlotia.

Courteous Hints,

Perhapa there (s no greater strln
apon “nelghborly feeling” than living
aext door to a poultryyard whose In-
miates are allowed to “run” -making
sxercise ground of the adjncent lowey
ind vegetable gardens, A San Diego
voung lady who was subjected to this
annoyance politely asked her nelghbor
to keep hils pets at home, She asked It
severnl times, and still no attention
wiis puld to lier grievance. Finally she
bit upon an Ingenlous method of pro-
tecting herself,

Rlie prepared gralng of corn by tying
o them, with strong earpet thread,
small cards bearing the words, “Pleas:
keep your chickens at home!" and dis-
tributed the grain about her flower
beds

The chickens came to fenst as usunl,
and greedily swallowed the corn, not
percelviug the thread untll the carnd
was against their jaws. Then they
could neither swallow the card nor fd
themselves of the swallowed comrn,

Twenty or thirty of the marauders
ran home, bearing the pollite request
to thelr culpable owner, who, struck
with the method of the hint, promptlv
it the thrends and cooped up the
hirds,

This was foreible, ot a delicate hint
upon a Hke offense was conveyed from
nggrieved  reldative  to another
where stronger mensures wonld have
been ont of place.

The suffering viethm of hens wis tnk-
en A, and the perbaps nnconscious of-
rfender slew his eholoest birds and sent
them to the Invalltd, The lnvalld feast
el thereon, and sent back o message of
thanks to the effect that the fowl was
delldous, nnd tasted of her violets!

Ore

The First Lawyer Lord Mayor.

It may be of Interest to lawyers fo
know that slthough the anclent cere-
mony of the reeeption of the Lord
Mayor of London has taken place regi-
larly for the last BOO years, this lust Ix
the first known case In which a prac
tielng member of the bar has been eleet-
ed as Lord Mayor, Chlefr Justice Hus-
#ell made an nddress to the new Mayor,
In wiveh he enlled attention to the fact
that there s no longer any real ground
for complaint of the law's delays In En-
gland.

An Error.

“I want to pay thix bill,” he sald to
the hotel clerk. “But | think you have
made a slight error here In my favor.
I've Been readiog over the extras, and
I cannot find that you have charged me

anything for telllog me you thought it
might rain."

Sadd. i
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