TOPICS OF THE TIMES,

A CHOICE SBELECTION OF INTER-
ESTING ITEMS.

Comments and Criticiams Based Upen
the Happenings of the Day—HMis
Sagical and News Noles.

Chicago doesn’t tolerate any red flag
foolishiems. Ohlcago bas had all the
red flag tregedies |t wanis

Lientenant Penry 4 not dlscover the
pole, but he got close etough to dis
cover thiat dog ment Is better than star
vation,

The suceess of Labor Day celebra-
tons, it Is fa'r to assume, was due tn
Inrge measure to the lmproved cond)-
tlons of labor,

The Beyele may be driving the horse
out of employment, but It s uot waking
any appreclable dlminution of horse
play on the stage,

It often happens that 4 mun says he
In going to vote a stralght tieket when
be really means that he 18 going 10 vote
a crooked stralght tleket

It is sald that Boston oleared $425.

000 on the revent Knlghts Templar en.
eampment.  Who would have supposed
there was such a profit In bius?

Mrs. Balllugton Beoth's eritielsm of
the tew woman Is all right as far as It
gows, but the probability is st 1t will
Bt go very far with the new womman.,

A grateful country remembers 1lmt'|
Hon. Johin Lo Sulllvan 4id all his fght- '
ing with s hands. The moxillary pu-
gillsts should open an auction shop or
found a scliool of elocutlon,

"Henceforth,” says the Taunton Ga-
zette, It will be unlawful n this State
to hunt foxes on horseback” That's
right; we don't think a fox on horse-
back should be hunted anyway.

A current paragmph rons thos: “It (s
#ald that the superfority of English coal
nmkes the westward trips of Atlantie
stemers faster thao the eastward, The
fact, however, may be also partdy ne-
connted for by the prevalence of west-
erly winds" It ls now lo order to ac-
count for the July heat In New York by
the prevalence of northerly winds.

A recent traveler through Alaska
says the Territiry will becoms to the
Unfted States whiat Norway is to Eu-
rope, the favorlte resort of tourisis,
hunters and fshermen, apd that qulek
growing hardy vegetables cnn e ridsed
there stomssfully.  No two visltors seo
Alnska 1o the same light, and unless
Congross glves It more sttentlon s re-
wources and possibilties will not be un-
derstood for many years.

Modern sclence occaslonally reachies
copcludons 1o a very striking manner.
The geologleal speclmens  recently
brought home from the Antaretie reglon
by a Norweglan explorer have bLeen
analyzed and found to conialn miero-
leme granite, with gurnets and tourma-
line and miea schiste. As these have
never been seen o un oecean laland, the
oconclusion s that a continent exista
around the Bouth Mole.

A Boston woman who carries on the
business of rallroad contructor with ex-
cellent results kays that what the wom-
ap In actlve affales needs Is common
nense, a well-balanced mind, earnest-
ness and directness of manner. Once
when & man attempted 1o rob her of a
bag of coln, to quote her own wordns,
“l used & revolver and took the lobe

U wall thun In England

off bis Mghtear.” The existetce of wev-
eral varieties of the new woman may |
as well be conceded, [

|

The romance of the New York pllot's
Iife Is bereafter to be somwewhat cur:
talled by the arrangement made
through the Board of Pllot Commin-
sloners for diminishing the crulsing
arem, and lessening the number of bouts
by half. What traveler does not re-
member among the joys of his first
homeward voyuge across the Atlantie,
the eager mcee etween pliot boats (the
manciest and trimmest eraft ever bullt
In America), sometimes four or five
hundred miles from land; and the lusty

cheer that went up from bhundreds of
throats when the victor In the ruce
came clambering up the ladder to the
steamship's deck ke sonie groff sea
god Issulng from the brine? Gone are
those spectacles, and now the pllos
will crulse prosalcally between Fire 1sl-
and and Barnegat. On that track they
may now and then meet with wild ad-
venture, hut the times when they lay,
facing death In the storm, far out ut
et In the track of Incoming vessels, nre
gone forever,

The speculntion In African minlog
shares, cominonly Known as Katies, has
been mo wild that It bas been evident to
the cleur lieads from the st thad ol
lapme wan Inevitable, The wonder is
that it should be delnyed so long. The
fact that many of the Afriean mines |
are In reality rich propertles and pome
of the shares of sound value has doubt-
lemm helped (o perpetunte falth in those |
numerons stocks that are  conipossd
chiefly of wind. Hut this han served
simply to put off the evil duy. Collupse
must follow wild and reckless specula-
ton aa surely an effect follows caume,
Cable dispatches are giving lndications
of trouble In PParin.  Many banking
Liouses are closed, the reports say, and
many private fortunes ruined. ‘The
mining ¢craze extended to all classes of
society. The oldest actress of the Thea-
tor Francals Is ruloed by the apecula-

asuimt Llm. To the Freoncelh Fluapes!

Minister, M. Vernuel, the broker, and
Baron Alphonse de Rothsehild salu the
erists wan due w the fact that the peo
ple wold Turkish and French sicurities
to buy mining shares, and when they
wished to sell miniug shures there was
no mile for them. When the mining
ornze has spent ltself there will be o
better demund abroad for Auwl"h‘&u'
wecir thes. !

The eable briugs & pecullarly dis-
tressiing tale to us from  Rome. 11
appears that the Baroness Ging Sobrero
has Just secured a divorce there from
her busband, P. W. Wilcox, of Hawall
Wileox Is now serving a thirty-year
sentence In the Honolulu penitentiary.
A few years ago he wmade a *or
through [taly, where he met the baron-
ess, and, posing as the belr apparent of
the Hawallan throne, won her hand lu
marriage. Gloa went salling through
Italy, cutting a very wide swath be
cause “her husband one day would be
the king of the Sandwich Islands." Last
Year she accompanled her husband to
Hawall, and oo arriviog there learned
that Instead of belug  immensely
wealthy and a King In embryo be was
the son of & poor carpenter and n Kan-
akn woman, He bhad not a cent, and
uo more clalm upon a royal title in Ha
So Giinn went
hotue, sued for divorcs and secured
one,  She Ilnsists that her beart bas
broken, but close observers of
such thiugs are loelinsd to think m:u'
the fracture can be patched up with |
conrt plaster If the right wan does th
courting,

birens

Although the great Enropean wir thit |
has been on the verge of hresking out
for the last ten years s stlll cozlly
ensoapeed In the lmaginatlons of the
prophets, it s a thne of wars and ro
mors of wars o other parts of thy
world,  Most of them are belng waged
by elvillzed agningt nnelyilized nntions
for the slmple purpose of conguest or
subjugation,  In the cotirse of tlhese
campnaigus the Invading armles of two
civilized natlons sometlmes meet on Qs
puted border lpes—for the world has
uow been parceled ke n gurden pateh

and then the home governments are
compellsd to Interfers and settle the
dispute by lnternational law. For cly
Hzed natlons are arriving ot a prluit
whoere they do not fight one another
It I8 too dangerous amd teo expensive.
It & mueh more convenlent o lot the
foreign minlsters come to terms through
the devious channels of “diplompey.”
It s worth noting that the battles Le
Ing waged at the present tlme are al
most entirely directad agninst elther
the poorly armed or the lgnorant and
seml bnrbarous natlons. There 18 Spaln
muarehing her armles throngh Cuba and
threatening death to every patriot wha
opptmes her rule. There (s France wag-
ing flerce war on the Hovas In Mada-
Kiscar, expecting soon to take Antana-
narivo, where the disheartened Queen
In enenmped.  England and Russala are
both trying to occupy Chitral and the
English already have a heaviy armed
garrison within Its horders. The French,
the English and the Sinmese are march:
Ing over a little state In Kiang Kheng
on the Upper Mekong and they are alwo
clashing In Central Afriea over the
fiuextion as to which power owna a dot
of fever-infested, savage-ridden Jungle.
There I reason to belleve that If It
were not for the United States llttle
Venezuels would Jong ago have heen
swallowed by Great Britain. In addl-
tion to all these petty combats there are
the Armenian-massacre question ond
the Chinese outrages, either of which
may yet hecome a cause of hostile
“demonstrations.” 11 I a falrly reason
able hypothesis for the discussion of
the peace socleties that these numer-
ous squabbles between large powers
and petty dependencies or [ll-equipped
nntions mny be affording the safety
vialve through which the clvilized half
of the world loses the surplus eénergy
which might otherwise be directed lnto
war of vaster proportlons. It Is to be
notdeed that while the smnaller encoun:
ters are golog on unchecked the “great
European war” is quite as remote a
probabllity as ever.

e — e et
Personal Nomenoiatars,

It In the custom just now to give to
the childrén old-time names, such as
Mary, Adelalde, Martha, Barah, Han-
nah, Charlotte, Henrfetta, Madellne,
Rebekah, Ellen and Isabel. Others,
mure fanciful, are Gladys, Wilhelmioa,
Virginda, Gernldine, Gwendolyn and
Jacqueline. As for the uitra-fashiona-
bles, they have nuearthed all the anti-
quities lmaginable and are Introducing
such names ax  Hephsalbah, Betsey,
Phoebe, Priscllla, SBalome, Mehetabel,
Emmeline, Abigall, Patlence and Pru-
dence. When naming boys It should be
remembered that the ehild will one day

be a man, when he will prefer o name
that will sound dignitied. A favorite, |
and In the wrlter's oplnion an excelleni, |
custom, s the glviog of the ||||;1|w|-'..1
faumlily name to the eldest son.  This
ldentifies the mother's famlly with the
fither's and glves (o the son o name of
distpetion. Numes which are seldom
nused are thoxe which are too short and
lack dignlty, much as Guy, Ray, Roy,
Claude and Ralph. The mont popular
names are John, Joweph, Frederick,
Lewin, Danlel, Andrew, Ktephen and
Thoman, while Jacob Is rapldly becom-
Ing “fashionahle.” Othera equally as
desirable are Aubrey, Geoffrey, Gerald,
Godfrey, Kenneth and Lionel.

No Malea of Any Kiad,

At the seashore.

“Kirange thing about mosquitoes,
They say only the females bite,"”

There Is a long pause.

“BusleY’

“Yes, Clara?"

“1 wonder If all these fomale mos-
quitoes are as lonesome a8 we are?'—
Excbange.

Stove blacking Improves the appear
ance of a stove, but it keeps people oul
of the house half the winter whem IL Iy
burning off.

b

Y dear fellow, suddenly 1 saw
M that she loved me. 1 saw It In

ber eyes, as the suying le
Imngine my consternation, 1 am by no
menns insensible of the great good luck
of a4 man who Is loved by a good sort
of worman, though quite capuble of pre-
tending not 0 envy him.  But this
wounldn't do at all. She was the pret-
tlest girl there, and [ bad gravitated
toward her beauty as 8 matter of
conrese. | nlwidys plek out the prettiest
face, and 2o stealght for it mechanieal
Iy. OF vourse;, I don't often arrive;
there may be obstacles. nnd I am gquite
content to make my bow to the next
Venus, It would be g real shock to
discover thnt there was o degree, o pos-
sibilty between what 1 bad achieved
and what I had abandoned, that T was
paying my homage to o star of lesser
brilllancy than necessary. The faet s,
I have quite enongh of reason and 1deas
and Intellect generally when | am at
work, and we are all of us eternally ap-
plying gome principle, and that's phil-
osophy. When I jolo the ladies, all 1
care about s to have my eye aml ear
agreedbly stimulnted, not becaose they
are not eapable of making me think.
though 1 don't say they are, but be-
cRuse it those thines 1 want amusement,
oot Instroction.  That's why I am so
severely logleal about feminlne charms
of person, and feel 4 personal loss when
I worship at a shrine of ninety benuty
power instead of 100, However, 1 am
nat often in this dllemma, as nature
doesn’t cut things so fine,

Well, what was I to do? As [ sald,
It wanldn't do; she had no Ideas; there
Wax nothlng for me to ellng 1. We
might have gone ke that the rest of our
lives, T admiring Yer neaunty and she
existing beautifully. 1 don't think I was
to blame; I faced the question fully,
and  hororably sequitted myself, 1
never sought her soclety, but when we
met T eertainly did enjoy her musleal
fmall talk: she had @ charming volee
I don't Know what we talked about, 1
can't remember her saying anything
worth remembering, and |1 certalnly
didn't attempt to converse. There wis
o string of questlons and answers, just
like & royal commission, and about as
romantie. But the whole thing, her face,
her volee, her easy chat, the frou fron,
was & perfect hollday for me. and 1
felt aome of the ncqulescence of slep
without any of s unconsclousness. I
am a utliitarian person, but I never
reckoned the time wasted. The sun-
shine warmed my fallow mind and
made It stronger to bear more drastle
impressions. It strikes me now that
the disengagement which I dlaplayed
may have looked like patlence to her
Ingenuonsness, and that there may
have been a trace of gratitude for the
Implled compliment, though all the
thanks were certalnly on my side. How-
ever it eame about, It did come about.
Of course, I might be wrong: In that
cdke It wonldn't matter what [ did,
but I knew I was not wrong. At any
rate I elected to assume 1 was right,
and I had to do something.

Clearly, 1 eouldn’t run away. In the
first place, this was practically Incon-
venlent.  Like other people, I am teth.
ered In the shallows of elrcumstancs,
And, secondly, it smacked of the herale,
of which, of conrse, I bave & horror, [
was afrald, too, that she would take a
feminine pleasure In feeding a sentl-
ment for the absent, and my obvious
polcy waa to discournge, not inflame,
her Imagination. Externally I liad to
maintain the old attitude, but it wonld
have been a false pretense to do go with
the old nonchalance, 1 took the firwt
opportunity of denying mywelf.

“Have you heen to see the pletures 1
she sald,

“Not 1" I replied.

“What do you mean? Don't you llke
beautiful things?"

“Only when I am looking at them,
and even then I am haunted by the fenr
that I am wasting time and might be
more profitably employed.”

“More profitably 7

“Yea; atoring up sources that will lust
—facts, thoughts, goods, money, mny-
thing but fancles,”

“You are coming out In o new lght,"
whe said

“A new darkness, you mean,” 1 re
e, I

“1 snppose you are what Is ealled a
dirk horse.” she refolnel. !

W both Janghed and she woent awany
pmzzhed,

Next thme I omanaged to startle her |
We were rlking of the lntest novel, |
“Romunee," sald, “isall very well, but
It mustn’t b contemporary. Put it into
bygone days In as large quantities as
you like, but the tale of to-day, which
deals with us and our friends, ought
only to envourage sober business prin.
ciplen.”

Bhe ought to have retorted “Sucl as
answerlng a fool according to lils fol
1y," or by referring to the fact that most
fictlon wan designed to stave off bank-
rmipley, quite In accordance with my
theory. But she only sald:

“Don’t you think we want a change
from our every-day lifer"

“1 don't,” I sald, “because my chief
amusement consists In watching other
people's.”

“I didn't know you were such a critie.
1 hope you haven't reckoned me up.”

“The eritic,” I sadd, “shuts one eye
in order to get & better view; the cynic
purposely puts on glasses that don't fit
him; the philosopber sees one thing

i g = -
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“Anyway,"” I went om, “that's the OUR MINERAL WEALTH,
type, and so It ought to be, ldealize it

| “Have you got & better view? she

| asked.

| 1 have no view or views™ 1 said
“T am the plaln man who s suppomiad
ot to exist. Now, the plain wom-
an-—"

I %1 know lots," ghe sald, “and very
tlee they are™

"What a pity 148" 1 said, “that only

Woren can understand women. That's

Why it Is that men never really make

theyd god companions.  We thilnk too

Lighly of thew; for instance, we think
| that they are all beantiful.”

“But you know better a1l the tine ™

O course we do In practice, but the

theory s a good one all the same, It

Is #in attempt to ke their own view,
| to put ourselves In thelr place for a
moment, The fact is that very few men
take any interest in Individual women;
it I8 the sex thar they think about—the
whioh: lot at onee; It's o ke & selioo]
ook 1 hate anything dry."”

“Toa?™ 1 sald.

“With pleasure,¥ gald she, smiling for
the first time; and we went off together.

Well, we were getting on, but still 1
| Aldn’t gee the end. Chance came to iy
resoue, w8 it does to evervone if they
only wait long enough., There was a
new play, the great situation In it was
the herolne, who was universally sup-
posed to be a lght and unsubstantial
womin, demonstrating quite without
design her love for her husband; every-
bivdy was talking about it, On this oo
casion conversation was general, anid
some genlus remarked that his ouly ob-
Jeetlon to the new woman was that
she was a0 hopelessly okl she was al-
ways relapslng Into wenkness of this
sort; there was no strength In such a
charncter. A strong woman woull have
acted quite differently In  the second
seens, whers she could bhave desertesd
with honor

A well-groomed youlit sitting next to
her remarked pointedly that, If she did
love her husband, you know, that mude
all the difference, She sald If wives
didn't love thedr husbands 1t was thelr
fthe husbands’) own fanlt

"Quite so," I sald, “if they will per.
S8t in being satellites ingtead of having
un orbit of thelr own, playing Damon
and Pythlas Instead of Darby and Jouan,
they can'texpectthat the wear and tear
of thelr soclety can be made good, un-
less they allow the proper Intervals for
the worn and torn to discover that oth.
er peaple continuously please, efthar.*

“That's a nlee view of married life,"
she wald. "1 know you don't mean |."

“Unfortunately,” I sald, “the exper-
ment ean't be made, or you'd msee”

“What aliould I see?"

“Well, pomething, I faney, would as-
tonish you. The taet I8, 1 don't think
any oue has understod matrimony be-
fore me, and I've had no experience of
it. It has long been recognizod as fatal
to love, If It exlats, and more or less apt
to produce It, If [t does not, Just as there
are places which glve you neuralgin it
you don't take It there, and cure you It
you do. But 1 don’t think love has any-
thing to do with the matter; that's a
detall Important enough In the early
days of meetlng, but not comparable to
the bargain which I8 the essence of the
business.”

“The bargain 7" ahe almost gasped.

“Yeu," T galil, “the bargain. Then he
aays: | must have feminine soclety, 1
must have the female point of view al-
ways there whenever I want it; my
own womankind won’t do, In the first
place, 1 can't rely on thedr punctuality;
and then 3t any moment they may
lapse Into serlousness, think hard for
me—the very thing 1 want to avold, and
the mischlef Is done, Besldes, they
know you; they never give vou na
chanee, Now, matrimony nt Its best
must be between people who don't
know one another, and who never will,
That's the great secret. It's the only
chance of a revelation. 1t I8 the only
hope of getting anything read into you,
and then learning the lesson yourself.
especially anything high, noble or not
commonplace. There In no roon for
love here, That discolors such & union
—dAuch o contract. If you Hke—with all
the pugenntry of the minbow; It I8 very
natral, 0 pleasant sight, but It effects
nothing. Om the other hand, the she
says: Lam tired of this Kind of eI
want something new. Whatever 1 ke
In miy present existence I ean practieal.
Iy Keep; he will minke & new woman of
me. Heally, what she wants, too, s
a trusty companion; If she has any
qualities they must come out, hecanse
whe Is in a new world, Bo what ench
demands s (o0 be developed and made
the tmost of ) peaally, I'm not at all sure,
when 1 eome to think of 1t, that an en-
lightened system of polygamy may not,
after all, be the greatest encourage-
ment to man to advance to his highest
ends. At any rate, It would wecure the
requlsite amonnt of absenteeism."”

I could hardly refraln from smiling
at my own paradox, but she waa quite
serlous, gradually matoring to grave,

“Don't youn agree with my theory of
A bargaln now "

“Well," she sald, “there must be glyve
and take, of course, but I—1I think I pre-
fer the old fashion."

“It in the ol fashion I am pleading
for,” 1 salid. *“At least, it Is what I be.
lleve and hope; of course, we never
know, because those In the pecret never
tell ua. But common sense tells ua it
must be so. Marriage ls an agreement
for occasional companlonship on terms,
and very strict terma.”

“Oh, dear,” she sald, with & genuine

with one, and the opposite with the
m‘u

sigh, "1 dare say you are right, but how
horrid!™

ax much as you like, but remember that
there Is nothing in this life which may
not be ideallzed-—crime, dress, furni-
ture, & fashionable ‘at home,' school-
boys, Impecuniokity, even bourgeoisie
comfort, 5o why not marriage ¥

| was just going on, “If ever | have a
wife—"" when I reflected that such a
parting shot would be too crude. Be-
sldes, she had clearly lost her interest.

Bo I trailed off automatically, “Tulk.
ing of ‘at homes,” are you golng to the
Ldyls?" I asked.

Bhe sald she waa

“Don’t you think that kind of hospi-
tality 3 mistake?"

“Well, of eourse, It isn't a dance, but
what do you prefer?”

“Where each sticks to his or her kind;
he foregathers with his bachelors, and
she, ke Jephthal's daughter, with the
muaids of her youth till they desert; the
two tributaries ought never to mix at
the matrimonial confluence lke Mr.
Dombey's party.”

“Then, how
friends'"

“You oughtn't to want to see them all
at once; the frequent, theugh not un-
Hmited, meetings of hasband and wife
ought to be enongh for the purposes of
companionship; all other friends are
supertiuouns,  Indesd, soclety 18 to e
recommended as a means of avolding
them.  Good cutting aequaintances are
enongl.”

“What g queer idea! What o prospect
for the womnn! What do you think is
to e her fate In this schewe?”

“Singleness,” 1 said, “tempered by a
hushand.™

"Who may turn out—"she went on,

“Who may turn her out,” 1 said.

She Invghed artifeially and went off,

In three weeks | heard she was en-
gaged to the wellgrovied youth, —Pal)
Mull Guzetre,

about seelng  your

An Underground Ofty.

The Russinns have made n singular
dlscovery in Centeal Asin, 1o Torkes.
tan, on the right bank of the Amoy
Daria, 18 4 chain of rocky hills near the
Bokharan town of Karki, and a nam-
ber of lurge caves, whileh npon examl-
natlon were found to lewd to an under-
ground elry, mile appurently long D
fore the Christian era. o 'opular
Belence News we find the following
deseription of thils singular eity:

Avcording to efligles, Inseriptions anid
designs upon the gold and silver woney
unearthed from among the ritins, the
existence of the town dues back
Bolne two eenturles bhefore tha birth of
Chirist,

The underground Bokharan elty ls a
lttle over a mile long, and s composed
of an enormons lnhyrinth of corridors,
Stieets amd squares, surionmded Ty
honses and other bolldings two  or
thres stories high.  The editices contain
all kinds of domestle utensila, pots,
urns, vases and the like, In some of the
stroets fally of earth and rock huave
obstructed the passages, but generally
the visltor can walk about I'reely with-
out 40 much as lowerlng his hieal,

The high degree of elvilization at-
talned by the lnhabltants of the eity
In shown by the fact that they built in
several storles, by the symmetry of
the streeta and squares, and by the
beauty of the baked clay amd metul
utenully, and of the ornamemts apd
colns which have been found.

It s supposed that long centurles
ago (g elty, so carefully concealed In
the bowels of the earth, provided an
entire population with a refnge from
the incursions of nomodle savages nuwl
robbers.

Razors Made by Machinery,

The manufucture of razors by ma
chinery has now become g fixed faet
In Germany, and the guality of the ar-
thole Is sid to compare favorably with
tlie beat Sheffield produoet, the process
belog also apptieably to selssors-mak-
ing. A dle bearing the lmpress of n
razor blade and tongue, or of & selssors
binde nnid bow, as the case may be, is
serewed lnto the bottom of a drop ham.
mer, which s worked by hinnd over
a pulley, a corresponding dic befng
placed on the anvil upon which the
hammer fulls, The end of the wteel
bar or ramrod having heen heated to a
red hent (s lald aeross the anvil die, and
the mmmer, falllng with a welght of
about thirty hundred-welght or lesis, ae-
cording to the size of the article to be
produced, forces the metal Into the
mold, this, when withdmwn, appearing
In the shape of a perfect ragor or wels-
sors blank, but surrounded with a fray
or fringe. which l& afterward pared
with the stripping tools as waste. This
operation Is repeated indefinitely, ao-
cording to the extent of the order In
linnd, the tools being then changed on
to another gize of blade or gclesors, Re-
peated blows af the hammer are re-
quired to forge some of the blanks, reg.
nhated by thelr slze and shape,

Animal Longevity.

A earp tiken In Germany six or seven
vonrs ago had a ring through It lower
Jaw, on which It was recorded thnat tlie
bearer was placed In a partieular water
in 1816, This appears hardly credible,
but there f# Hitle doubt that many
carps have lived for upwards of a
bundred years,

Untll some elght years ago the eldest
Inhabitant of any Euglish colloctlon of
birds wns & blgck Vassa parrot from
Madagasear., which dled after a resi-
dence of forty-four years I the He-
gent's Park Gardens,

(ieese are naturally a longllved fam-
fly, and there are several records of
birds of this species attaining to sixty
OF AEVENLY Yeurs.

In 1888 the Philadelphia Zoo had s
vrockutoo known to be more than eigh-
ty-flve years old.

A parrot dled »ix years ago In Paris
at the reputed age of one hundred and
three years.

In France ravens have been known to
live over one hundred years.

Women could do thelr marketing
more intelligently if butchers wold

string sausage by the yard
-',‘:_"‘411. < ot & n,l-
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No Country in the World 8o Rich g8
This

When the mind Is startied by statis
tics showing the Indebtedness of our
sountry, our municipalities and our pso-
ple, especially to foreign creditors—it
amounts to several bllions of dollars—
Wwe may turn with satisfaction to the
yearly showings of the country's pro-
ductions,

Onr national det, including the eur-
rency and all other obligations, and
without deducting the cash in the treas-
ury, amounts o somewhnt more than
a billlon and a balf dollars. But In a
single good year the crop of corn, wheat
and oats alone may surpass that great
(figure.  This was the case In 1591,

Agaln, the yearly product of the
| mines of the country Is so great that if
| the production never exceeded that of

1884, which was & bad year, It would
| be more than sufficlent, i1f applied to the
;pllr]r.bﬁl'. 1o wipe out the net national
(debt u two years,

In the last calendar year, according
to an officlal report, the value of five
hundred aud twenty-five mllllons of
dollary was dug out of the ground in
the United Stares,

This sum, which seems so prodigious,
was really n great disappointment, for
It fell far below the output of 1503, and
still farther below the output of 1892,
which was worth almost sglx hundred
and seventy-five milllon dollars.

The decrease In production does not
mean that the mines of the counury are
becoming exhinusted. It is a part of the
general depression which prevalled o
1884, The pig tron prodoetion; for in-
stance, wns affected by the decreased
demand for Iron In the manufactnres,
and fell off In amonnt nearly half a mil-
lion tons, whille the value of the Mg
fron which was produeed fell off nearly
twenty milllon dollnrs.

The largesg Item by far in our mining
aecount Is conl. Itls much greater than
the combined value af all the gold and
#lver thut 18 mined,

Of gold, our miners dug In 1804 a 1it-
tle less than forty mlllion dollare’
worth. Thix I8 In ltself & very respect-
ahle amount. Of course it {s much less
than the world's waste and [ts need for
manufacturing and colnige purposes;
but Australla and South Africa con-
tribute large supplies in additdon.

The production of gold In this country
has lately decreased. More was mined
lu this country last year than in any
year since 1878, 1t still, however, ranks
behind sllver In value. Sixty-four mil-
Hon dollars' worth of that metal was
mined in 1804,

For a time the value of the copper
product was greater than that of gold;
but the aceount now stands the other
way. In 1804 the value of the gold
product surpassed that of copper by six
mdilfon dollars,

The silver product has been falling
off. This |4 probably not because there
In less silver In the earth to be mined,
but because the low price for it has led
many mines to diminish or suspend
thetr production. Not so much by ten
milllon ounces was mined In 1804 g8
In 1804, :

There Is no country In the world so
rch in the products of the earth's sur-
face and of the ground below its sur-
face as the United States. Agrienl-
ture Is atlll, and happily, our greatest
pource of wealth; but we have In coal,
in gold, in sllver, In lead and copper, in
petroleum resonirees of future wealth
far beyond those of any other nation.

Though we do, Indeed, owe enor-
mous sums—much more, 1o doubt, than
we ought to owe—we may console our-
selves with the reflection that these
vast suma have largely been used In
developing Just such resources of
wealth ns our mines supply. And the
wealth I8 present which will eventoally
more than pay the debt.—Youth's Com-
panion,

Repairing Mail Bags.

Mall bags are made of canvas or
Jute, and are subjected to conslderable
hard usage. Even an expert baggage
smaaher does not handle the luggage
of the travellng public with more reck-
lessness than the mail bags are treated
In thelr long pourneys.

Time s & prime requisite in the dis-
patch of malls, and the bags are lvad-
ed into wagons, and from thence Into
carm, or the process is reversed, and the
main consideration Is the saving of
time. When the bags become worn or
torn or damaged in any way, they are
gathered togetber and forwarded to the
great repalr shop In Washington, There
& & wmiall repalr shop In Chicago,
where, however, only minor Injuries
are made good. At the shap In this oty
some two hundred thousand mall bags
are received. overhnuled, and sent to
different parts of the country every
thirty days. Sowe of the mall ponches
are made of lenther, and experts are
necded o make thie necessary repalrs.
There is, in additlon, a mail lock shop,
where fifteen skllled mechanics are
employed, and about thirty other men
and boya

The puy of those who repalr the mall
bags I8 not iarge, but the labor is un-
skilled, and 1t consists maloly In sew.
Ing and patching the canvas sacks, It
ls & slugninr thing, but occaslonally
madl matter 1u found In the sacks which
are sent to the repalr shops. For this
reason, the bugs are carefully Inspect-
&1 before they are placed In the handa
of the work people.

Honestly Won.

"How did you get the title of 'gen.
eral'? asked a hero-worshiplng girl.

"I cut my way to I," was the proud
reply.

“On the fleld "

“No, in Bill Wigging' hotel. There
was only two men In our town In et
tocky that had ever been In the &
atall, o we cut the cards to ses which
should be ‘general’ and which ‘cole-
nel’."—Wasbington Biar.

loose quick whem she shakes
with 2 stranse man,

Made
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