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CHAPTER IV.—Continued,*
“We had hetter go on to the gate, it s

8ot wure thas balf a mile,” sald Mars:

en

“I will go, uud perhinps Duitor Weldun
will necompiny me,” replied Winton, “but
your prolovuged ahsencou will be remarksd

You huid betrer aliuw yourwelf.”

"1 wm with soul” eried the doctor, who
bind ftend & birge wilk pocket huodkerchijef |
el hin b | i tachasure of precantion
“And vou, Cuaptaip Shirley ™
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reponrked
Meantivie, Mrs, L'Estrange nnod .\nhil

hiad gone apsteirs to Lady Doreiogion’s

riwareton @ain news of Mra, Huthven's cun
Tition, winl to Kowp oyt of the way, s the
feEryos baotly had been o good deal
shakeon

“Blie 18 0 good denl guleter,” suid Lady
Dartitigton, comiog to join them

wer fit of

"‘She
Foied mr ‘

hystorieal crying, which
My i dnd hir own
rdght in turns, s she
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1 wanl

s pedivvidd hor
will st by her ull
Wil never fingd hersell glone
st UCHTord, who was ‘golig
the traces of his senrch
They foumd o moask, n

and brush pway

it thie stirabbery

lonk nnd w long, sharp koife” |

YA kuife!™ Noru und her gtop |
tmiothier with o shindder

“We hnd Better go downstairs.  They
bvse gono I to supper, aud T omast say |
feel the want of something deemdfully. |
am guite exhansted, nod so infinitely lis
tressed  abont this horesl bosiness; dio
vome, Mrs, 1 Ksteange.”

ol b

Iu the hall they wer Winton, who liad
Just returned with Dr. Weldon,  They
had foi]  the OWLedge gate scenrels
Incked, and oo teacew of fooiateps.  The

during roblwer seomed W hnve vanished
sy stoerionsly ns b cine

“I'Hat Is not o be wotidered at
ering the nomber of persons moying about
o sitel w nlght” continged Winton, " The
weoundtel had only to be coal atid eisite
by g b maght hinve walked through the
o

It gives one a feightful Cocling of fse
enrity,” snid Mrs. L'atrange

consld

whole nrrny Rt and sorvanis.

| bar Mk yoiiemelf

“Phere 18 to cnnse for fear now,” sald
Witton,  *“The robber has Retared  his
booty., He will keep his distanee,.  Yon

lpok wo seared that 1 owould advise sup
per and ehnmpaene.”

“And T am glod to contirmn Mr. Winton's
adviee,” suid e, Weldun 1y
dear mnda i ring hin arin o Mrs
L' Estratige.

“ormit me, Lady Dorvington,”
Winton, following his exnmple, “nnd Misw
L'Butrange, ™ - I

“1 can ke core of you, Nora,” luter
raptodd  Marsden, who came up at thet
miotent, and be deew her haml throagh
his wrii.  “Why, what pale cheeks! l|
thought you weee & plucky girl!”

“Yon are Pl s‘:a‘-"gii )'r'-ilt‘u'“. ajanire,
and no wonder!  Hoagine if that gdreondful |

“Clanie,

ey offe
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mun had used hin knife!™

“ih, well, be did uot! 1 suspect he only
had it to cut his way into the tont, 1 hopw
there are a lot of weoomplives; that ix one |
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Winton lears thivre 18 very littlo
-l 18 A ”l-rl‘ he nfrl[liu'r]
awnd drew his eompanion by lind
n group of palms close to the doose of the |
Kappor r an  the  Marchioniss  of
Riannkford esme forth it onrnest conyeran
tion with Lo Darrington

I oot golng to be enught,” he whis- |
pered, ns he ngain prossed on to the sup |
per room, “uotil yon have given me that
wiltz 1 bave been looking forward to
theough all this anfortunate business, |
Come what mny after, 1 o dotermined to
stateh one bBit of enjuyment. Give me
soma champagne,”™ he cried 1o une of his
awn weryants, who were stutioned at the
privicipnl tuble, where the older and
welghtior gnests woere to be fenwted; he
Bedd it w tumbler which he emptied st
i drnught, 10 Norn's surpirise, then he in-

vrwihe

prospect o
wutddenly

platinl un her taking some, aond pressed
hier 1o eat, with gront solicitode

“It o mevms tather henrtless to go and
dunee, nfter seeing poor Mes. Buthiven in
sl 0 winte, hor beautifal jewels torm
o e

Nipwetise,” petarned Maesiden, abirug-
ly, “sho is rich en wagh to buy others, A
teae woriont, 1 wenn 4 trac-hegrtnd won
an, which fa soother thing, woulld got be
igeonsalanble for the lows of o Hundred
wiih baables. It would ot injure health
ar’ eeputation or sffections. You wonld

LoCr fy all the dimmonds "f|
d tidn 1 lidd those you love were
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1 v s yotog. an bl o the
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iething 1o be gharded fgn why,
he i o know, nay. she would have |
Indignantly deped the existence of wuch

aty Instinet, had she heon recussd of 11 8o
ahe pat ber hnpd on his wrem, wnd glided
away with him, o the undulating wusle |
of the Manoln Waltz

I'resently she sald “Sthp —stop! r|||-T{
Marsden heoughit hor np, wkillfuily, aear
e tecons of a window

“\Whint s the muttee?

Are you theed T |

“No, hut 1 do not want o daaee wi
myore! | owas mire yian werd dakihe
munh chnmpngnd aqlret™ lowking |
wtenlght it hivee  “Do you koow you held

e a0 tight 1t was guite noeom ioresble?”
“Ihd 17" exelabied Marsden, nugh
ng, "1 wmsure ULeg you u thoussud par

dons! was, of oourse, guits

widously
“I dure sar, but 1 wm wure you cught
wot to dunce any wore)”

“Why? My dear cousin, do you think |
vaatof stund a few tumblers of cham
pugune? Do you suppose 1 would ke

mote than T could munuge? You are pos
itlvely Insulting! Come, | shinll pever for
give you if you don't inisk the waltz with
me."

“f really would eather not—I &m pot lu
thesbumor for danetug. 1 should prefer
soding howe —oaud you are ot us
atendy as you ought 1o e You nre not &
Diwni’t be angry with e,
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| 1 ahoulid be s surry to vex you, particular
Iy to-night
“Then take another roond.  No, 1 will
pot 161 you off 1"
"Well, sguire, I ave Flelen gt the other
widee of the I will go w0 far with
8 [T | I |
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ef (i) to pass Mrs, L' Estraugs
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vastitly  bede Lads  Dersibgton
eimd ndiehie
Ul T byt bume? asked Wint
Lo ot think sither of you look pa
thinely brave or epmfortalids
“Yos, o come!” ejnculnted Mrs. 1 Es
tratge. 1 whall soo 1o mll onr Lars wod
bodin before 1 wleep ticnigle.=

L owill just vell Marsden | shull retiens
tor henr 30 Al frot the
with sou lirecthy:”

iIn BNy ({]
antd will b
Wititon

LTOTTES o

T

TR ST

$ in Eoln
enid Mursden

Narn 1o the Carringe

¥ o wscort  yowm

votdng oot with
YAre von sure lu
L sobwr emough for suell o tusk ¥

“Mr. Wim (h T

oy thitgg clse bt sl

I8 Ly ver
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By this time tho story of the ralibiory

haed got wfont, nod groat wos the ex
citement and bubbub, A thougand fan
thwtle mdditions were mnde ta o history

Madkdon
was wlmost miohbed by his guests, enger
for Information

But the iden of coutinulng the festivits
Witk quite given up: the company gath-
ered o groups 1o discass the exteaordi
ey ontrage oommittel alwost o their
midst, and gradually disporsed 1o thair

wtrange enough in [tsedf, wied

hodies Ut o
ottt tesd

And g0 the grand Ex sh bl whieh
wits rensanbered’ for wimny noYenr, Sl
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CHAPTER V
The day sucoewding the ball woas o

of intense sxeitiment to Matsden's sone
what serntell hoasdehald

It wad many o day slonee the O
dge pollee hikd elsen 1o such Lot

. and they made the most of it
Esesletgh Flonse was prerviidod by stal
whrt guardinns of the puablic peaoe

They ammaged the reooes, seut the bugh

mduded  hovse-metids  dnto hiywteries by
exnmining thoir boxes; teamped by wodd
fron i the grounds, evory now dnd then
chrefully following foot-prints whick hi

Loty tapde by thedd feflows,  They near

Iy ek the  Trulinn  confectioner, sey

dowi by the great Landon ouse whicly
furnished the more suldbine portlony ol
the supper, dnto eustods ;o they exatlitied
the mem, mud were “sinesd” Ly ths
wathen, bt they  disovetrod -nothing

and they impressed Marsden with o
He thers
fore dispntehed n tedegranm 1o his solivitor
regquesting him o obindp 1l

vietion of their ineompelenee
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Pt o detective Trom Seotlapd Yaed

When Nors walked aver ta inguire fo

Mg, Ruthven an the aftrrnosn Sollowing
| the search she was o Jittle snmrised by
Iwdog wdmitted o the presence of tha

lody, who weose fram ber wreiting talile
to et e with s sible

She looked pale, npd the shadows by
ponth her eyves wore dark, ns if she wern
oxhooasted by the exeitement she had
gone through

“Thonk you, my denr Miss L Iistrungs

for coming 1o sed mel Captidn Shiclew
fells me your were 8o good as to b very
frightened abaut me lnst night I nw

wure vou, I geateMl, 1 funey few cnre
mneh for me!’

“Oh, every one likes sou! cvery
must lke you,” eried Norn, touchod hy
her careasing manner nnd soft ]
was awfully frightened! you logked )ik
denth! T wonder you are an well as you

vilee

mvem."
“1 feoel very alinky, however Was
there ever a0 andacious n crime? and

that nwful long knife! 1 muast have heer
nenr denth for o moment.”

“Don’t think of it." said Norn, shod
dering: “and they have found vo clew ps
yor to the thibef 3

“Naone—not the faintest The olonk

bt ol vessdke s wll padledd g togetlier

with the knile, | Am told and s
of them of Eogllaly make? 4 |
hielp Coptnin Shivley sass, o ) 1
the robber hndd ather olothes o foverin
to pat un, and probahly walked aw
enolly nod apenly, ns g gnest who w
joving the freshoposs ontwed i i
whrnath wint
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b sver wnve bl
“Veory  natars),  Iwdesd,”  snid Moy
U Rothven, sweelly s “yon have koown him,
1 bedlowe, adl your e
O yes; when [ was quite g bhaby, Le
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