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TOPICS OF THE TIMES,
A OHOICE BELEOCTION OF INTER-
ESTING ITEMS.

Commonts and C_rltlrl.--.. Based Upon
the Happenings of the Day—Histor)-
oal and Nows Notes.

Florlda vranges are displaying scmne
of the remarkable rallyiog powers of
Michigan penches

Beuator Lexow suys he Is done with |
Parkhurst Ah! But Is Parkhurst |
done with Lexow?

There s nothing quite sa discourag-
fng to labor na the aftermath of an
unsuccessful strike,

l

The blg theatsr hat will go just as
won as It becomnes generally known
that it s worn only by women with
false halr.

A German sclentist says that think-

Ing In one of the chief cpuses of wrin-
Kles.  Perhaps this explaios how onr
Congressmen preserve theirgood looks,

The male lwa constrictor In the Lon
don zoologleal gurdens swallowed his
mate the other duy. And now the sclen:
Hats stre trving to get at the Inside facts
of the rase

A Brooklyn paper prints a enlumn
of directions and explunations ahout
prepuring und cooking terrapin.  What
this country really nceds Is n good
method of making snowballs palutable
and nutritious

The growing attempt to tyrannize |
over man hias taken In Connecticut the |
walign form of a leginlative affort to
prevent the employment In ahops of
women who have able-bndied hushanda
“an this be Interpreted as anything
less than connigning these hushands to
the deom of toll?

 ——————————
Another method of exterminating tu-
berculosis has been discovered and
there {a hope that It may prove offective.
The fact eannot be forgottan, however,
that former methods, discovered from
time to time and announced with assur-
Ing confidence, are still with ua, and yet
consumption continues to consume,
with no apparent diminution of Its or-
dinary appetite,
N ———————

Always ready to give full recognition
and credit to n meritorfous bit If news-
paper enterprise, we heartily congrati-
Inte the Chlcage Hernld npon the re-
markible work of [ty marine reporter.
An soon nx La Gascogne was slghted
the Herald's ship earpenter went to
work with o will and before moming
had completely overhanled and reeon-
structed  the overdue Atlantic liner, |
He remaodelod the stenmer’s hull, cut a
serles of portholes In her slde, tore
wwiuy part of her upper deck, knocked
off keveral funnels and gave her two
additional masts.  This Is groat work
for one nlgh

In there to be no ond ta the st of e
falentlons™ Every day adds new names
to the long und omlnons preay of men
In trusted positlons that were siipposid
to be honest, but are now revenled to
the warld ns thteves, That I8 the word,
If i tramp steals your avercont, you ecall |
him a thief. If u Bunday school super- |
Intendent takes money from a bank or
from a corporation of which he In treas
urer, he s only a defaulter. Why not
call & thief a thief? The higher the
position he holds In soclety the worse
sheuld be regarded his erime. Indeed.
the well-dressed thief, with pretensions
of plety, Is by far a greater scoundrel
than the follow of the haser sort. Yet
the latter Is severely punished, while
the former s let off with not half nls
just deserts.

In apite of all the many crises of &
political as well as of an sconomical
character through which France has
passed during the past five years, she
18 furnisbing evidence of a prosperity
maost satisfactory to her old-time allles |
nad many friends lo this country. [For
the first time In & decade the officiul
statistien show n large superlority in
the number of births over denths, while
no less than 2,080,750 persons are re
turned nx belouging o the so-cplled
lelsure  class that s,  possessed  of
suthclent wealth to enable them o dis
pense with the necessity of working for
thedr Hyibg  There 18 no other natlon
in the world, not even our own groat
and glorfous country, that ean make
such a remarknhlo showing In propor
tlon to population of the Individual
wenlth and prosperity of s cftizens ns
France. Hats off (o Europe's grent
Republie!

Humlin Garland, the novelist, told a
Chileago audience which had assemblol
1o the Interest of ethical cultnee, that he
witk u sclentifie annrelist—u theorctlonl
ftnarchist—not o real, bonp fide, red.
shirted, beer-sonked, dynnmitelondsl, |
revalutionnry anavehist—but w gentle-
manly annrchist who wantiid to legve
pverybody else alone and who wanted]
to be left alone Bimeclf, We doulit
Hamlin's sincerity. He doesn't want 1o
be left alone, Why, bless you, no. 1le
dellvered his pretty talk In order o nt-
trivet the publle oye,  And he I doing It
very successfully, too, We don't blaine

| clplined and cowardly

him. We admire bis resalts but we do
wish he would ackuowledge that be 1o
pounding hls own drum. Why pot be
honest enough to do this? What sense
s there in preschiog theoretical ao-
archy? If that theory could be made
practical every one would he truly
grod—wo good to read Mr. Garland’s
books. But it will only be brought
about when agaln the stars sing togeth-
er. Theoretcal aparchy would make
Chicago a terribly poky place and take
away all the fun and excltement of life
And we feel sure Hamlin doesn’t want
such & state of affalrs as that

The millionalres who have flourished
on the Pacific slope In recent years
furnish some Interesting evidences on
the subject of short lived fortunes. It
is recalled that the owners of eight
stupendous fortunes lived in 8an Fran
cisco only a few years wgo, Messrs
Btanford, Huntington, Crocker and
Hopklns having milllons made in rail
roiads, while the Immense wenlth of
Mesars. Flood, ('Brien, Mackey and
Palr was made in minlng. Of these
grent fortunes only that of Huntington
remalns in the originad hands.  Mackey
Is Hving., but hls wenlth hns slhirnnk
tremendously.  The Stanford estate
hius been dedivated to public uses. The
Crocker estate has to support several
familles. The Hopking estiate s small
er now than when Mark Hopkins died
Flood and (VHRrien saw their wealth
dimintsh o ordinary proportions hefore
their death, and Falr has just died, and
biw wenlth will be divided (ode several
purts in uny case, ond may be swal
lowed up by legal talent

The North German Lloyd Bteamship
Company s pot lHkely to win many
friends or regain any of the prestige it
lowt through the sinking of s steam-
ship Elbe by the munner in which it Is
treating the survivors of that dreadful
diniaster.  BReveral of those survivors
are now In this conntry, one of whom
logt & wife and ¢hild In the wreck
They wore proceded to the United
Btates by & long cable menange from the
company's agents in London adjuring
the peaple of this country not te put
confidence In any accounts of the dis-
axter they might give. Hoffman, who
lo#t his wife and his son, was hratally
described by the compnny's agents as
& man making sensationsl and untruth-
ful atntements to magnify his own Im;
portance. With ecruelty which seams al-
most devllish they even set on fool a
story that he might have saved his
famlily had he chosen, though he, for
hix part, declares that hin wife swas or-
dered from his side and lils boy snatch-
ed from his arms when sofely o the
lifebort. It in reported that Hoffman
Witk kKept under constant esplonage by
the comprny's ngents In New York and
practically made a prikoner. 8o far as
the treatment of this mian I8 conearnsd
It inatifles the conclusion that the chief
regret of the stenmshlp compans 18 that
ALY passengers were rescued to tell the
story of the disaster. Thers appears
to be every evidence that the officers
and crew of the ship Elbe were 111-dls
The mere fact
thut only one womuan was saved, and
she chilefly thromgh her experiness in
swinming, proves that sufMoiantly.
Thut only oue boat should liave safely
gotten nway from the sinking vessel Is
evidenve of the lnck of diseipline on
bourd. The mere obvlans ficts of the
horrible casunlty condemn the ¢com
puny and what HofMimun or Verera may
have tn sy adds but little weight to
the condemnation. The steamship
agents are as atupld as they weore
brutal In persecuting and maligning
the few survivors of a disaster in which
the servants of the company showed
to such very great dlandvantage.

Making Newspapers In Hyria,

A learned Byrian truveler, at present
enjoylng a sojourn In Buffnlo, snyx that
the Byrlan papers probably contaln not
the most distant alluslon to the mas-
smacres In Armenin.  After observing
the ways of Amerlean newspapers he
declared that the Yankee oditor was In
Paradise and did not know it

In Beyrout, sald he, there Is o censor,
un ofMfeer of the Turkish Government,
nnd to hlm o must be submitted the first
copy af every newspaper, and until he
approves it nol another one may be
tiken out of the pressroomn,.  As thero
are some thirteen daily papers in Boy
rout It Iy vasy o Imagine what an in
conventenee this 18, It will not do to
glve the censor proof sllps. He mist
s thie entiee shieet as bt s Intended for
clrenlation.  While the press walts the
consor runs bk eye over the journnl.
If there Is o line of news whilech the
govertiment wonld prefer not to have
pubilished, 1 there is o lesder reflecting
o the slighitost degres upon the conduat
of affalrs in Constnutioople, the congor
draws hils pencll through It and the
mantter must be taken oot

In noticlpation of such an sceurrence
Syvian editors nlwiays keep In reserye
several columns of matter tn type, Thig
1 all most Inudatory of the Sultnn, of
the Giennd Vigler, of all Turkish otHelnl-
dow. Itiscarefully mnde np in portions
of varying lengths, stick fuls, twostiok-
fuls, half columns, nod squibs, I the
consor orders part of the first forms
out these tnles of folsome Oattery are
lmmediately substituted, a fresh Im-
presslon taken, the censor approves,
ind the presses are started wo.—Buffalo
Courler,

TR ATAW D e

ROBABLY every
girl has at some
time or other farm-
ed n vague and
misty pleture of
the man she In-
tends  to  marry.
This ldeal husband,
as n rule, l§ en-
dowed with every
mental, moral wnd
physleal grace,
Funlts are left out

5T
entirely from his general make up, and
yet he Is by no means to be of &nch un-

common cluy that he will he above ex-
hibiting & demonstrative affection and

auoring admiration for the woman
whe has so long enshrined his image o
the boliest recess of her heart. (Girls
seldom marry thelr first lileals and It
s & blessd thing that they do not, for
those braln pletures bave & kaleldo-
scople fashlon of changing, and the
woman of 23 ndmires a very different
cresture from the girl of 17,

Aguin ideal men are not real men,
and & womun wants something that
she can more thoroughly rely upon
than a bunch of vislonary perfection.
Lt 8 man come alone whom the wom-
an's heart recognizes as the one belng
in the world to make her happy, and
AWAY g0 those phantom pletures over
which she has spent so many moments
In maiden meditation,

The ideal man may huve been tall
and falr. the real one dark and dumpy,
but If be Is beloved he will e suM.
clently heantiful to satlafy even the
Ideallst conception. Men and women
are but loving, breathing buman belngs
after all, and It I8 much better for fanlta
te e seen than to boild up an exalted
sentiment regacding  frafl humnnity
which s found by the very nature of
things to he shattered ot some time
sooner or lter. Ieo't It ever go much
more dellghtful to avold this erash by
lovkIng mutters talely In the face and
saylig: ""Ihis man or this womnn cau-
tot be without faults,” aod with this
prosagle nnd praetleal basls to start on
brtug into the hotme e those two e
slde pets, the bears of matrimony,
“benr and forebear,” and, though it
Ay not sscon as romantic ws to begln
life In adoring contemplatdon of 4
fancled perfection, 11 wears ever so
much bettir o the long run and brlugs
more lappiness than  the
other form can ever hope to attaln,
Throw aside the (deals, enshroud the
rel with a llitle fietion, 1f you will, but
never lose slght of the fact that the
ldeal man or woman hus no place on
this earth, and, If you have n deslre for
mundane happiness, do not set up
housekeeping with elther an ldeal man
or an ldeal woman.

completa

Two Btyllsh Gowna,

A Girl's Marringcuble Age,

The age of warringe should be de
termined by the understanding of hoth
principils ns o the nature of thelr
bond, writes Mrs. Burton Hurrison In

wome very wise words under the title Paris Skirt for Double-Width Cloth.

of “Helgh Ho! for a Husband,” 1o the
dnnuary  Luadies'
must always seem to an older person
who has hind experlence In observa-
tlon of careers “made or marred” by
tkrelage that the mistake Is apt to be
In Impetuous Judgment, rather than
fmmaturity or the reverse, One has
seen quite am many fallures resulting
froin the mating of gray hinlr with mid-
dle ages as from the nuptinls of eigh:
teen with two-and-twenty, Am a gen-
eral thing, Indeed, young hearts deem
to grow more together, 1o accept the
‘nevitable of life more frankly, to be
wora lenfent with offending for love's

Home Journal, 1t

sake than do thelr elders. Old lovers
who have spent thelr lives together in
their journey through life have & fund
of tenderness In recollection of thelr
common youth that is & fountalin sealed
at which they alone can refrest them.
sélves. Then ln youth hard knocks are
borne so easlly together; laughter Is so
Apt to come after tears; hopes shared
are sustalulog even In disappointment!
These thoughts make an early mar-
riage mucred from the ecommon ‘lbt'll
about “rushing blindfold into & plt."‘
“t¥ing a millstone around one's neck,” |
“marrying In haste to repent at lels- |
ure," ete. |
But materialism (s the gr;'rernlngi
power of our age and soclety. When
certaln indispensables are now lncking
to & home discontent and heartburn-
Ing are as often seen lurking near,

A Modieh Dream Robe,

Why Cindy's Noee Turns Up.

Sweethenrt Cindy's hair ls flaxen,
Fine us cocoon silk,

Tuwbling over tempting shonlders
White and rich as mllk.

Cindy's eyes are big as marbles,
Liquid ag the dew.

Brighit a8 morning stiars and colored
With the sky's o7m blue.

Cindy's nose turns np a little—
Nuot sbrupt or high

But enongl to challenge notice,
And | wondered why,

THLT found the lips below it
Pouting with n kiss;

Then I knew thut Nature hnd not
Fauhionwd it aminn.

Clarence Ounley

Uncrowned Quneens.

There are In Philadelnhian fifteen
working women's assoclntions

Miss Varina Anne Davis, doughter of
Jeffersonn Davis, has her first novsl
ready for publieation.

The Princess of Wales and her dangh.
ter have tnken up wood carving as a
means of pleasant occupation.

The physiclans of Mrs. Humphrey
Ward have ordered her to discontinue
her literary Inbora for & long time,

Mias Clara Brett Martin, the leading
woman lowyer of Caoada, has been
nominated for school trustee of Tor
onto.

Mrs. Mnrin Lawrence, of Palmer,
Masg, hag obtalued & position as a
member of the fire department of tho
town.

Mra. Dodge (Anna G. Peabody, for-
merly of Newburyport, Mass) (s a
member of the Hawallan Board of
Edueation,

The recent death of Miss Christina
Rossettl hns been the subject of many
expressions of regret In the current
Fnglish portodicals.

Mrs. M. H. Evans, of Wattsville, Va,,
bhas carrled the mull between Watts-
ville and Temperanceyille, elghteen
mtles, for the lnst 8lx years,

The buckles which are sold separate-
Iy for the decoratlon of stock collars
chn now be hnd In erystal, inponstones,
rhlnestones, silver, gold, steel and jor.

Mrs. Barnl Grand |s at work on a
now povel, She refused to tell an In.
terviewer what the nature of the new
hook would be and would not even dis-
close 1ts title,

| butls thereanything, even tuthe drenms

TOPICS FOR FARMERS

A DEPARTMENT PREPARED FOR
OUR RURAL FRIENDS

The Most Profituble Btock for the
Farm-How to Measure an Acre In-
dependence of Meem Life-Hen House
Bhould Be Warm,

Profitable Farm Btock,

In answer to the guestion as to the
most profitable stock for the farin, Mr.
Powell sald &t a farmers’ meeting re-
cently: “The first talk upon agricul
tural topdes | ever heard was by Solon
Roblnson, and the tirst words of it were,
‘Dan’t put all your eggs In one hasket.'
And 1 eannot give a better anawer to
your question than this. Btudy your
conditions and carry more than vne
kind of stock, making each kind gupple-
mentary to the other or to some other
purpose of the farm work. For the
dalry tarm a good line of plg stock will
prove a profitable Investment. This s
expeclally s on a butter farm. or &
milk farm where skim milk Is returned.
There Is and always will be & Jemand
for country fed homs, shoulders and
bacon. [t s impossible to overdo in the
Hlue of plg production.  Or, ralse
lambis. Australis and South Ameriea
can outdo us fu the production of woul
all the time, but we ean hold our own
whien It comes to hot-house lnmbs, Mut
ton I8 the bighest-priced meat o the
market, and there 18 oot a farmer or
frult-grower or dalryman that eannot
carry o tidy flock of sheep with his oth-
er business, and, beyond first cost,
hardly know that he has them untll
time for marketing comes. The hot-
house lambs we grow bring £10 each,
and any one can get thin who will bring
& good article to the market at the rignt
time. Another line every furmer sliould
carry ls poultry, Of horses, 1 will only
say that the time Is coming when there
will be & demand for finely bred, closely
matched driving horses, and whoever
has them will ind his profit”—Fuila-
delphla Ledger.

Messuring an Acre.

Few farmers know the size of thelr
flelda or how many acres they contain,
It Is deslrable—In fact, Indispessable—
for good work that & farmer ahould
know this. Good cotton cord, the size
of & plow line, should be kept for thia
purpose. To make one, buy sixty-seven
feet of cotton rope, one {nch round,
fusten @ riog at each end, and make
these rlngs precisely sixty-six  feet
apart. This {s four rods.  Tie a plece
of red rg In the center,

Oneuacreof ground will be a plece four
of these cords long and two wud o half

wide, equal to 16x10 rods, makng 160 |
The ndvantage |

BQuare rods Lo an acre.
of the rings Is that one person ean
measure by driving & stake In the
kround to hold e while  he
siretches It out.  The rope should be
sonked dn tar and then dried.  This will
prevent its shriuking.

Last year a neighbor of the writer
hind a heavy sod plowed by contract at
FLOU per acre.  Three persons stepped
it off. Onpe safd [t was four HCPes; fin-
other made It a Hitle over tive, and the
third sald It was three and a holf acres.

"oy

begins on the wsurface, pushes the
threads of Ite spawa Into the pores, and
in time they ramify through the mass.”
The writer says “that may be the kind
of dry rot they have in Connecticut, but
In I'enusylvania it Is caused by the
timber belug too luirge to  season
through, the center being wet and the
outslide dry. Small timbers never rot
If placed where they cmn  season
through. A plue beam In the mill ag
Bugar Run, twelve lnches sguare, broke
down before the will had been bullt ten
yeurs.  All the outside was perfectly
Bound, and po appearance of any ‘fun-
Kus' oo the surfuce, but all the center
was dry rot” The writer cites & num-
ber of slinilar Instances, and Argues
that If a fungus caused the dry rot it
would attack a small stick of timber
Just us quickly as & large one.

\ “dry rot Is caused by & fungus which

Warmth in the Hen House.

In the very coldest weather It pays
to Introduce artifivinl heat Into the hen
house. A small ¢oal stove does not
cost much, and & fire in It mude once a
day will keep the tewupernture right aod
the fowls will be as happy ss In spring-
the. It Is cold weather quite a8 much
as the difference i feed that mnkes
CREs searee o winter,  Besides, 1y the
coldest weather there s 4l ways tempta-
tlon 1o feed corn for warmth, The stove
In the ben house, earefully guarded
agalnst fire, s cheaper ns well as better
for the fowls than giving them a corn
diet 8o aa to keep themw warm.

Tomutoen,

The tomato of to-day 14 actunlly the
boor wan's food mnd one of the rich
iun's choleest viands. They are In de-
thuud both o and out of season, and
are 4 relished dish prepared in a liun-
dred different ways. They are No, 1
o eut as plucked from the vine, no less
80 sliced with salt and vinegar, equally
as well cooked either with cream or
with butter, better as fried In buotter
and flour with gravy, and fine when
prepared as oyster soup by cutting the
acld with soda. Tomatoes can be
RTrown on most any soll that will grow
curt though the better the soll the mors
likely you are to grow a paying crop.
Fresh manure is to be avolded, as It
produces too rank a growth of vines
and has more of & tendency to produce
rot. A good soll that will hold mols-
ture well [n a dry season 18 as good as

any, especlally If it is a clover sod.—
Ohio Farmer.

Farm Notea.

For tree wouads various things are
used. Perhaps the best materind s tar,
lung used hy Professor Sargent with
| exeellent results. At the Kew gar-
coal e and earbolie acld is used with
entire success.

The Robertson cow ration, including
| & wixture of sunflower e, gave an
lneraase over older methods of feed-
| Ing bt not enongh to pay for the extra
| tronbile and cost, said the Vermont sta-
thon director.

The most successful poultty breed-
ers separate pullets and cockerels as
so0n s they are half grown., They de-

| velop better, and in all respects do bet-

ter. A few quarrelsome cockerels dis-
turb the peace of a whole yard of
fuwls

The contractor sent over and got mlal Animals cannot be fed by a rule.
rope, and all fiye men mensured i, and | Each one must receive what it IAY re-

It was fouud to be just three and g | 9uive, and this can be
He had paid to have the |

half acres,

only Enown hy

observation. Anlmals differ, and the

BTHSSs cut off it for three years at $1 per | quantity of food that may satlsfy the

dere, or 5 each season, counting it to
be five acres ln extent, thus losing $4.50
through Ignorance,

Life on the Farm,

A prosperous nod intelligent farimer
sal In this office & short time ago dis-
cumsing the events of the last yeuar;
the fnancial panie, the unexplained
business depression, the Industrial un-
rest and the progress of & rebellion
against the government, which, if not
arrested, would have ended In clvil
war. “Well,” he said, as he rose to g0,
"l am going back to my farm and let
the old world go on Ity own galt. 1 am
happy there. Nothing disturbs me.
In the worst year that can come 1 will
have plenty to support my family, 1
will have my boks and pers and
know what |s golug on ontside, but 1
nnl AAfe Panle and trade revuylsions

demdands of one may be insufficlent for
another,

As much as five hundred pounds of
sulphate of muriate may be applied to
an acre of ground, and while It I best
to dv so in the fall, on very heavy
solls, yet early in the spring s an ex-
cellent period for applying, If good
wood ashes can be obtalned cheaply
they are better than salta.

A henvy application of gronnd bone
will produce excellent results for sey-
eral yeurs, for the reason that the bone
glves off [ts particles slowly, and I8 not
dissulved for several seasons, For lm-
mwedinte resnlts acidulated rock or bone
superphiosphate should be nsed. In
the latter form there is always a fair
proportion of nltrogen,

Watch w sod orchard. It will begin
to fail before you know It. Barn ma-

do not affeet me gy all, aud even n | nures are generally more economieally

revolution would hardly disturb me in

used when applled to farm crops than

my quiet nook.” Now, Lrlght peaple | when applied to orelinrds, yet they can

bave bLeen endgellug thelr braius to
ke ot pletiure of the future Utopia,

of vislonaries, that is mucl nearos to
a condition of material hupplness than
this? Hardship and strugele are there
and everywhere,  Life witlon stroggle
would e worthless.  But there (s nlso
independence; nud, with Industry und |
frugality, absolute assurmnpes aeainst |
future distress. 1t would be an untold
Dlessing If armios of e unemployed
wrpl of the unfortunate could be trans
planted to the furm.  Tn Mindesots
flone there are opportunities enongh
tor mltbons. -8t Panl Ploneey Press

Iiry Kol in Timber,

A vorrespotident of the Country Gen
teman questions the correctness  of
I'rof. Brewer's recent assertlon  thit
“posts set top end down last longer
thun those set butt end down” He
siuys he once bullt & fence, nnd set o
number of murked posts top end down,
After twonty yenrs the fence was bollt
over and the marked posts were de
eayed the same o8 the others, He alwo
doubts Prof. Brewer's statement that

be used with good results, particularly
whed refuvenating old orchards. Ev-
erything poluts to erlmson clover an
the ideal orebhard cover and green ran-
L

Clrennts and gooseberries do quite
as well In the partinl shade of medlam-

| stz orehard trees as 1 folly exposed

to the sun.  Bluckberrles and rasplior-
rles mny also bo grown between the
trees noan orchard, but If so one must
not torget 1o make double applieations
of plunt food, otherwise the trees or
the small fruits will be starved. Suce-
cessful double eropping must be pe-
companled by double feeding.
Althongh farmers may not ind beer
ciottle profitable, yet priovs are twice
s high now ax they were half o con-
tury ago. Farmers thoo found eattle
profitable, and such should be the case
At the present dny, as bresds are su-
pertor to those of former dayws, and
facilitdes for transportation to market
fire more pumerous.  The largest prof.
Its are obtained when the breeds are
resorted to for obtalning size and
quality, - -

[t g




