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greatest wrotthles

I women  wha
waorld s
that they have to
nenlnst
e sespmaslerms olin
tom of  fntrodiye-
ing bl asduegted

Lt |

strigegly

] nmdevelopsed
girls  into
world of dinoers
wud  dances e
fore  the
h hnve more than
unfolded.  No girl of 18 is calenlnted
elther physically or wentally to cops
with the stealn that a round of socinl
dutles entalls, and it I8 much more det-
rimental to her to appear ns o full
Aedged woran before she really 18 alie
than If she were Kept {n the schoal o
few yenrs longer and tanght, both from
books and hier own lll'lo-'lnlllfu.' exper!
ence, o tanuer and habit more o Keep
Ing with those with which she will pec
easnrily e brought o eontact

Nov mind, no matter how enltfvated,
o n recelve pod digest a Brst-clipss win
catlon Defare twenty or twenty-one
Men Keep on ot eollege until they are
twenty &1y or twentv-sevon; the waom
an, Lot Jitgle porse than n sehoal girl,
Is tntroduced ar o large ten and the
cruditfes will but patarally  milltate
largely agninst Ler saccess.  Naooglirl
enn be supposed to e folshed o men
ta] detad] shoply beepuse she has arrly

are factors In the |

e I

Litsds |

BOUT one of 1Iu-F well keep qulet when the suliject o

rousistency Is brought up, Man 1s a
noble anlmal In moany  respects  and
proves hils superfor gualities In mang
wiys bot there are Aaws In the armor
of Wig own ecothpleteness und one of
these hias Leen pointed oot

Bugared Pop Corn.

ek the corn over, taking ont all the | And,

lard ones; ke one U of sugar, one
bl cup grated chocolate, a little salt
dissalve In ot water (Just wnter
| euonih o dissolve nleely), then bodl une
th itwill grndn; tive corn 10 8 nice pab
pud turn the mixture over I, stirriog
all the thme s the sugar will reaclh ey
ety kernel; If boiled enough the mix
tire will sugar us soon as coolid a lttle
the chocolnte miy e omitted and any
fluvoring substituted after the mixtore
i= bolled and ready to turn over the
oorn.

Don't Dress Childeen Allke,
There §8 a regular ebb nand How In
[ fashion.  Ollver Wendell Holmes says
“Keep any lne of thought ten years
and some other will fntersoet (£ The
st rule appllies o muanners and
customs, althongh @ score of yeuars
mirks the change oftener than o dec
nde. Twenty vears ago cbhlldren of
the same family wers dressed proolse
Iy alike, to the eolor of a halr ribbon
| In giels and the turn of a Byron collar
In boys. The English have niways
kept up this style, but it had comgpilets
[y dled out with us  Now one s be

ed at an age when custom declares thit
she take up her position In soclety, At
thint thme usunlly she 18 more folly
equipped to study to better advantage
than to fenee with the worldly knowl-
edige of those muny years ber superior,

To the woman who has gone through
many seasons, und I8, in fact, & battle-
scarred veteran of soclety, these raw
recruits entering the rmnka of soclety
year after year are the most unpleas
ant item of socinl #xistence. They ex-
pect recognition and eonstderation, yet
they are not companlonable, they are
oot on nowentnl eguality with thowe
whom they meet day in and duy out,
and after i whitle the wise mother ree.
ognlges the grent mlstnke shie bas made
In Introdiaciog o daughter at an age
whien she eannot belp appenriug to dis
advantage, It 18 useless to press upon
wpoclety these unfledged specimenns, for
despite the faet that sentiment pro
clidn In favor of youth, the real feel
Ing 1s for the maturer mind and more
subtle Intellect,

Keep the girls In the school untll they
prove conclusively that they are able
to appear well In the higher college of
socinl ambitlon,  If they need recrea
tion let them, with others of their own
age, enjoy little dances and thelr own
reunfons. but for thelr xakes and the
sake of those who entertain the most
keep them out of the awlm, the mael-
strom and the whirlpeol until they are
able to strike out boldly for themselves
with no fear of belng overpowered by
others of larger and more certaln ex-
perience. —Philadelphla Times,

Man's Flaws,

Talk of the inconslstency of woman!
It doesn’t even approsch that quality
us possessed by man, though the latter
prides hlmself greatly on his mental
equipoise, his Just Judgment and hin
thoroughly well-baluneed opinfons. A
mih before he falls In Jove will declare
that the woman be will marry must be
gifted Intellectuauy, and of n sensible
turn. Yot slx months after he han
made this sttement he will march
down the nisle of n wwell church jJolned
for lfe to n girl who Ix as frivolous as a
butterfly.

He will declars that 8 woman to be o
good wife must be & good cook, and yet
what kind of o wife does he bring home
nine times out of ten? & pretty, stylish
creature  who doesn’t kpow  bread
dough from & chicken croquette.

You can never tell what & man really
does expect of the opposite sex. He In
always In favor of & woman dressing
well and will prate glibly of the gentle
inflnence that a dalntily attired wife
exerts and what a pleasure to the eye
it Is to be greeted in the evening by a
woman becomingly gowned, yeot
be falls in business his first cry will
that It was his wife's extravagant
fondness for dress that rulned him.

MODISH COIFFURES

glnnlog to sec It agaln nmong the
smart set particularly. The enstom is
not A pleasing one, And for keveral
reasous. A garment, or a color, may
look pretty In moderation nnd prove
the proverbial too mueh of A good thing
If repeated. A still more Important
reflection s that what Is becomlng to
onie Individunl may be most trylng to
another. A pert, saucy foce miLy seem
bewlitching In a coquettish headgeanr
that will only eall forth unfavorable
eritivlsm on & dewuare Hitle saint. More
than all, It makes one's children look
like an orphan asylum, Don't do It

Transformation Bkirt.

The new costuine for ladies, as seon
In the accompunylug pleture, I8 de
slgned by Mlss Halle Pearson, and
clalms w0 be a charming comblnation
for ense, elegance and economy, It |s
specinlly adapted for all ontdoor exer
cise, The first pleture shows the cowx
tume as an ordinary mornlng gown.
The nkirt is buttoned on each side, and

AR A BKIRT.

FOR OUTDOUR LIFR

mny be most easlly converted Into cos-
tmme No, 2 by throwlng the skirt over
the wrm and buttonlng on the shoulder,
thus forming s cape, and leaving the
legw and feet perfectly free. For golf-
Ing, eycling, mountaineering, and gen-
eral outdoor life this costume should
prove luvaluable, Doubtless It will be
a very welcome addition to any lndy's
wirdrobe, belng calculated to moet the
mont  fastidlous of tastes, —London
Sketeh.

Oirle’ Vislting Carda,
A young girl's visiting eard sheuld
have her name on It in full, Always pre-
ceded by Miss from the time she s al-
lowed a card of her own. The first year
& girl is In society her name Is gener-
ally put on the same card with her
mother's. When two or three girls In o
family are In soclety at once the eldeat
simply uses “Misa’” prefixed, while the
others appear as Mim Dcrothy, Miss

Margaret, or Miss Qladys Anne

lAud de ftiz

ADVICE TG A YOUNG ELACKEIRD

e mt s
for seme

Ah, there you are, ol ont al

2've watehed your goings on
dnys past

Though you way try to hide your youth
h_\ lhevk

I knosws sour age; sou left the bt bust
'l"'.'k-

Come here and et me give jou sume ad
vioe:

It ehall be useful, kindiy and eoncise;

For your uew life bas jars as well ns Joys.

Aud there sre cats and ontapuits and |
| B0 |

When on the lawn be vigilunt god firm,

bearn to lwnd the uuwilling

wWorin
When times are hard and evers lawn is |
dry,
Give up the nenal worm and try the fiy.
Fenmt through the suminer; but, when
RUtUuron MOles,
Abatemions  be—hbut

(M s

chiefly with my

| Thank man in winter for his erumba and

wgrain
in the summer, praise the Lord for

raln
|I:- nesting time don't build 100 near the
| o,
il‘.hww- n thick holly, and then trust in
| (30l
1 Get i good minte, with kindly heart, and
| tail
| Managed with groes, oot fiaunted lke &
Bkl
When you fall out, as will do hens snd
hiihs,
Dan't winke it known by seolding through
r the shrubs.
And now nlont four singing. just a word;

Practice for skill, not merely to be heard;

Yot ought to huve & voice of sune repute,

Your father's volew, you know, in like »
Aute.

Keep your song low, and warble from the
chest

A mallow, rieli conteaita snite you hest:

Whnite'sr you do don't trifle with the wr,

But work it out with consclentinus care.

“iive vourself alrs,” but don't “go on the
wtreet,”

Or vour hest passages too oft Tepent;

At eurly morn a cheerful voles maintain.

But in the evening wsing your tecderest

srresin
Waork hard, be true, and for perfection
sl
Then in your art you'll take the highest
r ]:i'rrh

UThink over what T'we snld; remember that

]\\ here'sr you ure, look out! liere comes
the ont!

~The Academy,

THE ROSEMONDE.

A& If he had been a verliahle king,
the Lord of Pomerolles possessed In his
feudnl castle all the necessary depen
deneles -servants  Innumernble, men
nt arms wnd retdlners of noble birth
The hattlements of his high, sguare
towers were visihle afor over the plain,
| telling of steel and fire and causing
terror alike w thmld peasants and war-
ke foe

In front of the lordly dwelling ex-
tended the madl, bordered with lhne
trees, century old; then the faleonry at
thee enteanee of the acacla wood, and
the smithy and fonndry where the steel
for making culrasses was hemmered
and where gun metal was melted for
tue fovnuding of the bombards, which
for fifty yo had replaced the old-
time cgiapults,

The Lord of Pamerolles was prepar-
Ing for war, but he hoped for the pro-
tection of heaven, and, to gain It, had
tnken plous counsel of the venerable
abbe, whose famous monastery stood
upon the snmmit of a nelghboring hitl
The abbe had promised to put up
prayers for the Lord of Pomerolles,
who had vowed, on the cruciform pum-
mel of hin aword, to give to the ehureh
A bell ar |arge ax the bonrlon of the
Cathedral of Bt Hllaire. And, as a lit-
tle daughter had just been born to him
wod had been pamed Rosemonde, It
wan agresd that the work of the bell
founder should bear the name of the In-
fant.

Then the Jord of Pomerolles re-
turned to his eastle and gave rigorous
orders that the work of fabricating
nrus shonld be suspended nnd nothlng
thought of but the casting of the prom-
Ised hell,

But for the due accomplishment of
such an undertaking the ordinary
workmen of the castle were not suf-
ficiently skilled. An artisan was need-
ed whn was experienced {n all the 4if-
ficuitien of this particular kind of work,
capable of combining the proportiona
of copper and tin best ealenlated to pro-
duce the greateat volume of sound, and
to put In practice the thousand detalls
furnished by experionce nand trans-
mitted by the corporations from gener-
atlon to generation.

Bo the Lord of Pomeroiles sent to the
great clty for two famous workmen,

Jehan and Mathias went to the cantle
of Pomerollea. Both were young and
strong, accustomed to the fabrication
of ine awords, hare-cheated, |u front of
fiaming fore fires, to strike In cadence
the glowing bladeas, keeping falthfully
the secrets of the old master founders,
and knowing well how to guoide the
flowing of the terrible liquid metal
from the cauldrons to the casting pit.
By order of the castellan Jehan was
mude master of the foundry, with
Mathias for his first asslstant and the
old workmen under his command.

The preparatory work was begun,
but an Ineldent occurred to disturb the
harmonious relations of the two chiefs,
which brd been perfectly maintained
to that time,

A woman cawe hetween them,

It wus Annette, the dauglhter of the
head butler, a maiden pure and calm,
who in the porch of her parents’ home,
plied her spinning wheel, while singing
an old refrain;

“Alan! alas! a-don-don-dell

Why may not a malden tell

A-don-don-dell, a-don-don-dell?
Why may not n maiden tell
When soft sighs her bosom awell?

Alas! alas! a-don-don-dell™
Jehan and Mathiaa both had learned
this msong, listening to It In the Inter-
vals In the clash of bammars beating
the sparkling iron upon the anvil topa.
Jehan, tall and musenlar, opened hia
big black setuber ayes, surmounted by
heavy and almost meeting eyebrows.

t Mathias
foperrtie o g 104

hatred

He barted him berause he had seen
L speak to Antette, who bad Inoghed
v hille stening to Wim and shown her
ripge of fvory teetl. Would he win
her love—thls comrade with the blue
exen and Wonde bewrd falling upon his |
chest ke n sheaf of ripened oats®

He, Jelhun, Lhad spokeu to Aunnette,
and she had greeted hilm with o plens-
nut smile. But perbaps she bad only
turned on bl o stple glunee of seru-
tiny, ax a stranger from that distant
eity ubont which she had beard vague-
1_\, us oue of the wonders of the world,
Alled  with  plenotic  polaces  and

Lntelully, withoit daring to show hiu‘

And ax e worked Jehno asked him- |
sell whether he could Lear to live far |
from thls woman who had suddenly up:
peared upon his resd of life, and he
thonght he loved her even unto deanth.

One day, while bhe and Mathias were
In the easting pit koeading the logm
anid road dost which was w serve for
the paste with which the mold for the
bell was to be mude, e suddenly ralsed
his head aod suid:

“Muathias!

“What Is It, master ¥

“You love Annette, do you not?"

Mathilus blushed st first, ustnnlﬂhnd|
nt the question; then, looking Jehan full
fu the face, he sald, nnhesitatingly:

“What you say Is quite true. How
did yon come to know 102"

“1 wuspected r"

“Master, I love her more than my life!
1 love her as if uhe wos a saint descend-
ed upon earth—"

Jehan turned frightfully pale, and
Mathias, breaking off, gazed at him
painfully.

Tley salil no more for awhile. Alone
in the pit, luto which luter on the mol-
ten bronze was to flow; alone in this
hole, seemingly roofed In by a strip of
bine sky, they glared at one snother
ke two wild beasts.

Mathias had realized thelr rivalry,

“You, too, love her then? he anked,

of un."’

Agaln they fell Into gilence.

Then, in the blue spuce above them,
sounded the well known rhythm:

“Alas! nlns! a0 donadelll
Why may not  .oalden tell
A don«don-de.  i-don-don-dell?
Wy may not u ¢ aliden tell
When soft sigh: _er bosom swell ?
Alns! alag! 8 "ou-don-dell!”

But by this time e volee of the en.
chantress made ti. 3 shudder dolor
ously

“To work!" erfed Jehan roughly.

And hoth gave themselves up anew
to thelr Inbors, finishing thelr sk
without agaln opening thelr lips to
ench other during the day.

rolles and the abbe for the casting of
the Hosemonde wns come, at dawn the
molten metal was to be transforumed,

All the preceeding night the red fur.
naces were kept aglow, sending up thelr
black clouds skyward.

Alone before the gulf Jehan and Ma-
thias watched the smoking metal.

The moment approached when the
withering atream wonld All the molded
pit prepared to recelve It

At daybreak the trumpets would
ssund In the castle court, and before the
Lord of Pomerolles and his vassals, all
in festal attire, before the monks sing-
ing canticles, and the abbe putting up
prayers to heaven, the flood of Incan-
descent lava would be sent upon [ts
way and the Rosemonde would be
made.

metal seethed In the canidron; and over
this voleanc Mathias stooped, sllently
watching the color «f the copper and
tin under the action of the constantly
renewed fire of peat, turf and charcoal,

Near him stood Jelian, who In turn |
stooped to examine tlie liquld metal.

At that moment Mathias whistled an
air.

Jehan torned upon him, his eyes flagh-
Ing furlonaly.

It wan the uir of Annetta's refrain:

“Alan, alas! a-dou-don-dell!”

All consclousness of reality left Je-
han at that Instant, & vell passed be-
fore his eyes and hideous Jealounsy
gnawed at his heart so flercly that,
selzing his companion with both hands
by the walst, he hurled him into the
crater at his feet

Mathias had no time to defend him- |
self, nor even to comprehend the attack
that had suddenly been made upon him.
He could only cry: “Help! Jehan|"

And he disappenred in the liguid met- |
al, and only & blu¢ flame, shooting up |
from the heart of that terrible voleanao,
showed where the body had at that mo-
ment bean dissolved.

Some months later, honored and re-
warded for hia succesaful casting of the
Rowemonde, Jehan married Annette,
the lord of Pomerolles retaining him
at the castle as hin forge-master. And
he wis happy In his marriage, no sense
of remorse assalling his heart, filled
wholly and exclusively by his love. |

Nohody had suspected the fate of
Mathias. His disappearance had re-
malned inexplicable. Time passed,
and he was forgotten,

Alter some months had passed, with
great pomp and religlous ceremony,
in the presence of the Lotd of Pomer-
olles and the abbe, the Rosemonde wan |
hung in the belfry of the abbey.

Jehan, amonyg the ceremonial ansist-
ants, regarded his work. The cere-
monial bell shone with its Latin In-
scription and [tx Redeemer on the
cross. He now thought of Mathias.
All that had been his companion
slept there, Imprisoned for eternity In
this culraas of hronze!

But he shut hin eyes, trying to forget,
and premsed his arms closely about the
form of Annette, who tenderly returh
ed the embrace, for she had learned to
know all the love thix man had for her,
and was beginning to love him ans great-
ly, In spite of his rough manners and
awkward movementa

Loat in the crowd of peasants assem-

i

| strangest™ e most musical sound that

“Yen,'' replled Jehan, “there are two l

The time fixed by the Lord of Pome. |

Twenty thousand pounds’ weight ol'|

glde of g lnke, on which tloated & Inrge
number of whilte swans, the property
of Lord Pomieroties

And ovn thut bright afternoon
the sun cast on the soft swurd
slindows of the scarcely trembling
lenves on a grovnd of gold, Jelhan, his
head resting on Annetie’s Knees, went
to gleep, while sbie gmused herscelf with
plucking the wild flowers within her
reach and humming her old soug.

But suddenly, penstrating the low-
st depths of the valley, came the

whirn
the

had ever strred the wir of that couu
try side; the mopastery sent forth the

MUNICIPAL PAWNEHOPS.

The Scheme Ts aa 01d as Clvilizatiom
Jtuclf, and Has Been Puccessiul.
There mre records of & pawoshop regs
nlnted o the interest of the borrowers
In Bavaris in 1108, aod one (o the Fran-
ehie Comte Jn 1450, before the first [tale
tun mout! di pleta was estalilisied by &
pricat gt Perugla 1 14440, rays the Con-
temporary Review. The moveent for
stuteregulnted pawasbops received e
grent jmpetus from the acticn of that
stetisunn-monk and socinl democrat,
Bavounroly, who libergted the Floren-
tines from oppression and gave (hem

first gumnmons of the bell,  Plously An

Jehian started up  with bewilden:
eyes, open month, and in his face o
look of inexpressible Lorror.

Carried on the sonorous air, he heard
the voiee of Muthias mingled with thiat
of the metnl, “Help! Jehan!™

Throughout the day, In sign of joy,
sotnded the bell, and all day long the
the earsof Jehan with the supreme ery
of his companion, “Help! Jehan!™ It
seemed to him now thut Mathiss was
thers yonder calling to him.

Each day that followed was a day of
martyrdom for Jehan. The ringing
appeal of Mathinsy made him spriog
from his hed, He stopped his ears st
the hour of the elevation; forever the
Jost ory of his friend came back to bim,
lugubrious, implacable, “Help! Je
ban!”

In vuln he sought forgetfulness Ly
casting culverins for the Lord Pomer
olles, or In besting the glowing iron
upoen the sounding anvil; never could
he drown the resistiess voice of the
HRosemonde,

Oh, It became lmpossible ta llve on
in this way! e must exile hlmself,
ubandon this part of the country, re-
tarn to the great oy, 8y from the gin-
futer yolee af death!

And yet It was but a halluelpation.
1t could have no real existence. Ma-
thias could not speak.

Jelinn wos courngeons, He had al
ways been audacious, He would brave
this bell whicli harussed him,

One evenlng the Lord of Pomerolles
had the wisfortune to lose his young
est son, aud monrning fell upon all Lis
vussuls aud dependents,

Rlowly saunided the sepulehral knell

“Help! Jehun!™ sobhbed the hell,

Barehended, with faltering steps, os i
[drawn by an' invigible foree, Jehin

mounted the Wil He renchied the mon-
| astery, ond requested the father bl
ringer to allow L o go up into the
belfry. Above, the bell swung slowly
to andd fro

“What do vou want with me?
are you™' eried Jehan

Stupetied.  the futher bellringer
watehed  hlm, white as a spectre,
mounting the tall Indder.

“Nou are hiding yourself. Where are
you®" Jenu erled, amid the tempest of
sonnd. “I am not afrald; nhn“ your-
Im-lf: If -»u dare, show foursq-]!l’"
| Higher, higher he mounted, the bell

over his  head occaslonally ringing.
Its black clapper seeming to sWay 1o
and fro llke an Immense tear!

Jehnn reached the bell, and, bend-
[ Ing toward It grimaced at |t and
| threatened it with his clenched flst—
all unconsclous of what he waa dolng,
mad.

SBuddenly the monk saw his danger;
he could not arrest the colossal Rose-
| monde In its aweeplng swing.

“Take care!" he sbouted.

It was too late.

In his madness, wishing to ascertaln
whether or not it was really the volce
of Mnathigs that reached his ears, he
had put forward his head to listen, and
the bronze monster had struck him
dead.—From the French, In the Strand
Magazine,

Whero

Unexpeoted Good Fortune.

Many cases are on record where a
simple act of kindness has been un-
expectedly and substanually reward-
ed. On the outskirts of Vienna there
lived enrly in 1880 a blind beggar of the
name of Fritz. In the same house there
lodged & young man who earned a
scanty livellhood as assistant to a cop-
peramith, One day, crossing a growded
street, the blind man was knocked
down by a passing vehicle, and the
young man happening to witness the
accident carried him home in his arms,
A friendship aprang up between them
and mntinuur until the blind man
dled, when by his will It appeared
thut he had left his bed to the copper-

'mmith. As it wera a better one than

his own, the young man salept for some
two or three months upon It, when
curfosity led him to cut It open, with
the result that bank notes to the valua
of over two thousand dollars were re-
vealed secreted Inslde. A French priest
wad accosted by a man In rags who
begged the abbe to get him Into & mon-
astry, where he might live and dle In
peace. The kindly priest took plity
upon him and eventually secured his
admission Into a Bpanish monnstery,
and bearing no more of him forgot all
about the matter. Some three or four
years afterward, however, ha recelved
A letter Informing him that he had
heen appointed universal legatee and
executor of this very man, whose
. property In France alone was worth
| some millions of francs, and ever since
| the abbe has enjoyed an Income of
| twelve thousand dollars a year derlved
from thla pource. Some years ago an
English stage driver was In the habit
of frequenting a certain modest inn of
an evening, where he used often to
meet a funny little old gentleman,
who, In return for the driver's kindness
In seeing him home, used often to
promige that he ‘wonld remember him
some day."” The driver thought noth-
ing of the matter, but the old fellow
was as good as his word, and duly
willed his chance acquaintarnce some
$36,000—a very pretty little reward of
merit.

It ls very much more dificult to foor

» marrisd woman thaa to feol & giel

popular lustitutions.  In no other diree-

clitirehies, with spires plercing the sky. | gette mude the sign of the cross: but | 100 were his services to the people
1| more sunceessful thao fo founding mon-

|11 b plet

The law for creating his
| montl di pleta was passed i 1495, and
: Liefore wuny years they were estublish-
led o all the prinecipal towns {n laly
aud had spread throughout Europse.

The first montl de plete In Frutes was
sturted ot Avignon in 1677, sud still ex-
[ists. Thelr establishment in the Neth-
erlunds dates from the sixteenth cen-
tury. A Spanish priest. Don Franciseo
Pljuer, foutided the mont de plete in
1700, starting with the modest capital
of 5 pence, which he found in the offer
tory box he had placed o the ehinrch to
recelve contrilantons for the jnst tutlon,
By the end of the seventeenth century
thiere were monts de plete, formed more
or less after the 1tallan model, In most
countries of Europse.

The chinrncteristies of the original in-
stitutions retsain with those of to-day,
althougl they huve long glnee ceaswd to
be maunged by the priests, or to be uu-
der the lnfluence of the churehes, The
main objeet which Savonnrold and oth-
er early founders ad in view—the pro-
tection of the poor from the usurers und
thelr relief in periods of distross—is
still aintained, and the monts de
plete o all Latin countries are associat-
ed with ¢haritable lnstitutions aud hos-
Piwliu-', i

* - Weather Prophe:!:

The Incredullty of the general publie
with regard to weather predictions
wlilch ure scientifieally made—~belng

. ]

great extent of eountry, transmitied
hy telograph—and the common credul-
Ity ns to uirmmac predictions and those
made by charlatans and lgnorant pers
sons from the stars or the moon, Sug-
gest that, from a mercenary polut of
view, the “almanac prophets” may be
Justitied in sticking to their “system.”

Some {dea of what this “systen® 18
may be gathered from the privaty cons
fession made by a man whoge duty it
was (o prepare the weather prognosti-
catlons for a certain almonac of wide
cirenlation.  “In a general way,” he
sald, *1 ulways used w consult my wife
n§ to what she thought the weather
ought to be at o certain date,

““Sixteenth of March—sixteentl of
March,' I sald to her once; ‘what shall
1 put down for that day?

*Dry :uﬁi- clear,' she &nss -.—n3
promptly, “That’'s the day 1 always
boll my soap-grease, and I shull have
to be gutdoogs.’ Y

“So I put down ‘dry and clear;’ buot
knowing the uncertainty of the weath-
er at that time of year, and remember-
Ing the proverbial {ll Juck of Irishmen
on their holidays, I put down for the
seventeenth of March, ‘Bt Patrick's
day, lock out for raln or snow.'" :

The prognosticator always went te
Boston on the first Monday Iu each
month, and he invariably but down
grod weather for that day. During
June, July and August he put in an Im-
mense preponderance of fine weather
The farmers, he declared, ought to
bave good weather then In order to get
o thelr hay and grain.

The farmgrs who looked the almanae
over were delighted with this promise,
and bought it in great numbers.

“And In the end,” sald this sage prog-
nosticator, “1 got the weather right as
oiten a8 anybody else did."”

Navertheless, sclentific predictions,
maile for a day or two or three days in
advance, will be preferred by persons
of discretion, even If such forecasts do
sometimes turn out \rmng'.‘ £

t!

o Royaliy's Queer Fad. -

Among the many queer fads of roy
alty Is one possessed by both the late
Ozar and his brother-in-law, the Duke
of Baxe-Coburg-Gotha, namely a crase
for collecting models of ships, especials
Iy crulsers. In the case of Duke Alfred
they are all of sllver; there are some
slxty or seventy of them, several belng
three to four feet In length, and they
form an {mposing fleet In the long gak
lery In which they have been Placed in
his palace at Coburg. Those of the
lute Emperor of Rusala, while merely
of wood and brass, made up In perfecs
tion of finish and detall what they lack-
od In thelr Intrinsle value, and one of
the .ast additions to the collectlon was
i model over seven feet long of the
(Cunard steamer Lucania, constructed
at & cost of over $8,000,

New Warshp.

Btill another type of warship 15 to be
added to the Britlsh navy lo the “fleet
crulsers’ ordered for next year at &
cost of a mlillfon dollars aplece. They
are to be 270 feet In length, 40 im
breadth, with a dranght of 10 feet;
their engines must develop 10,000 horse
power and a speed of 22 knots. The
armament will consist of quick-firlng
and Maxim guns and Whitehead tore
pedoes only, an they are Intended maine
ly for scouting service

Miniatures,

Bome painted minintures are Insert-
ed In every Imaginable article, such as
powder boxes, paper knlves, hlotters
and photograph frames. The newest
appMeation Is to have them strewn
among curios, on what-nota, cabinets,
and Inclossd In Tom Thumb metal
frames affecting the shape of s trefoll,
heart, diamond shape, and resting on @
support—Philadelphia Presa.
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