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FREAKS OF LIGHTNING

Neot Yot Undrrotosd by Srissce—lta Actica
s an Explosive.

S0 mysierious asd little npder-
stood is electricity even pow thal it
is sc widely utilized tor mechanl al
purposes, that i1ts vagaries |0 nature
excite the utmost interest.  The
question recently discussed by ltalian
sclentists, a5 to whether a bird could
be stru k by lightolog seeins to Le
answered in Lhe afirmative by the
destruction of 4 whole ocg of wild
geese on Aprii 0 last  Tweonty Lwa
of them. ilylng north over Lasuovia,
Mich , were siain by a bolt Trom the
sky. Such an entraordipary event
wullld have been regarded as an
ominoys portenl 4 ceatury or two
dgu  The action of Hghtuiog as an
expios ve 1s asubect that haselivited
apecia; atlention from Lhe weallied
bareau of late p 0 date no theory
has been fuund o account lfor it
satisfactoriiy.  Oo April .0, & brick
bouse at reokuk, Jowye, was strucs
aud is completely wrecked as 11 A
bombsiell had done the work  Lne
day carder & farm house near hilowis
Kaa., the property of [ L Streeler,
was complelely ruined by a boit the
riool, doors, and windows louking ss
if they had beeu shot full of holes
At Baruerwn, Vhio, on June -, 1=
the dwell ng of Willium Martin was
literail " wrn W fragments by a sl
ilar acency.

loaswuch as 20U people are killed

eve y year by lightoiig o the | nited
Btates special protection or the per-
$0D Js surely called Torn (ne 10-
genious sclentist wentioned by the
Phiiadeipnia Times has devised an
uwbrella with small cop er chalns
attuched w the ends of the rils

Thes~ are long enough to reach the
ground. A thunder-sturm  eoming
up, Lhey are loosened and permitied
to dangie, while whe ownper of the
contrivance walks along in perfect
security. | nder such cireumstances
metal about one's body s dangerous
—for exawple, the wires in a iady's
bonoet. bub this peril may be over-
come by fastening similar chains or
coppe: threads to the f(ramework of
the headgear. Though a bolt should
destro: the bonnet, the electricity

would spare the wea er and pass off |

joto the ground. An nstdn e on
re ord is that o' 4 lady who raised
her arm toshutl 4 window as raln be-
gan vo rall un asummer'sday. There
was a sudden blaze of light and,
though she was uuparmed. her gold
bracelet disappeared 8o that oo ves-
be Tound A sul-

tige of 1 ecould
phurous smell was observed in the
alr. This, sclentitde wmen say. 1s quite

usual when llghtolog strikes, bwing
due tou an excess uf 0 voe generated
by the elcctricity.  The atmosphere
fo its usval condit on contains one-
tei-thousandth part of ooce  When
this proportion 15 increased incon-
venlence is feit by men and animals
It bas Leen suggested Lhal some-
times persocs ‘ound dead after a
stroke of lightoning, though showing
oo marks of in ury, way have bLeen
suflocated by o ote
" Lightolug does oceasiunally strike
twice 1o the sutue place. A few yodrs
a0 St Aloysius' Chu chin Wash ng-
wo sutered. A flash ran down
Hghtning rod o within 'wenty feet
of the ground  Then it left the rod,
passeil  through  twenty lfect  of
alr space tua wiater plpe and broke
A wasbisianh,  Six yeurs  later the
same thing was repeated in every de-
tail, the meciricly leav.ng the rod at
the same point, jumping 1o the water
pipe and smashing 1o pietes the
washistand,  which hard oot been
menided. The Churcn of the lncar
pation. in Washington, was  also
badly hit. To prevent a repetition
of the ac ident the editice was  pro-
tected by a very claborate and costly
systewm of rods  The wost importany
rod. of course, proteets the steeple
It ought tu terminate ina sharp
point, but the ehureh guthorities
thougnt it more approprate that it
should be surmounted Ly & cioss, on
top of which wad placed a rooster.
Thus the usefuiness of the defensive
contrivance has leen almost wholly
destroved, for so it stands at pres-
ent

The introduction of lightning rods
o Boman Catholic countries was
strongly upposed on religious ground<
Fious persuns declared that the de-
vices were of the devil, anl called
thew *heretic rods” It was a long
time lefore thech rehes would adopt

them, though bulldings of thac de-

8Cription have alwayvs been the great-
eal sutferers from celestial fire. on
account of therr tali steeples,
ing the lust century a certaln church

the |

Dur-

juto aleohol, 17 8 bent tube be |u-I

serted inlo the bung with the otner
end into & pall of water. to allow the
carbolic scid gas evulved w pass of
w. thout & /mitting any alr lotoe the
parrel, A beverage will be oblained
that is 4t pectar for the gods

A handy way /s to fll your cask
nearly up to the wooden fauce! wheo
the cask s roiled so the buog Is
down (et a common rubber tube
and stip 1t over the eod o the pall
Then tu n the plug so the ioterrior
of the cask can La'e cowmune auion
with the pail After the water in
the pail ceases to bubble, bottle or
store your clder away,

Not Appreciated.

A letro ter who spent the night
at 4 swall stage town o Mootang
aod recelved his bill  arner breakfal
was more than surprised to find the
smount #1000

“iravisions must be pretty high
out here*” he querie | as he counted
outl the m hey.

‘Wall, no Purvishuns are bath
plenty and cheap,” was the reply of
the complacent landiord

“Then hired help wust be very ex-
rensive

»Not uigh us expensive us last
year."”

“Maybe they charge a man  #5 for
& bed out 1o this country®” persisted
the | etrolter 1o search of lolorus-
then

That would be highway robbery
bliend y replied the landlord as be
pockated the cash

“Well, s this bill for
aud lodging, then®

‘Great dogs’ but what do you take
me furs" exclaimed mioe host in
great surprise. “Why, no, of course
oot™
g8 ‘But I had no extra as 1 remem
ber. ™

“You dido't Didn't
that row on the sidewalk™"

“Yes, I heard arow ™

“And wasn't 4 man shot right at
the door?’

—"Why, 1heard a shot. but made
oo inguiries.”

“sAnd bain't there two dead
Iyin' along the bharn fur you W
al as you go out?®”

'] presutue so, but what has all
| this 1o do with the size of my LI
queried the Detroiter.

vEverything, sir! The boys knew
you wis a stranger tosthe country and
gol up a row fur your benefit. 1t's
&5 hotel billand #=.50 fur the killio's,
and if yo are the man to kick on
that 'ou' . better head away fur

tiowge and & one-hoss town

thre: meuls

you hear

maen
luok

Youthful Heromm,

A few weeks awo the Trans riptre- |

corded the award of a we al by the
Massachusetts Huwane So ety to 4
gitlof 7 in Lynn who had saved from
drowning anolhier
age. Notable as the a tion was, it is
interesting Lo hear that such ipci
denuts are comnmon, though they have
nul always commanded re ‘ogaition
from the Humane Soc ety. A curres

pondent o Essex sends us Lwo Items | 4.4 1 s astonishiog what a very | asked

which -how that the noblier quall-
ties of buman nature may be de-
veloped, or, 4l leasl, mwaop fested at &
ver. eariy age :

About @ year ago =ome DOFS were
playiog on the iailroad when an ex-
press train cawe along.  The whistle
wis sounded and aill but one lLittle
fellow got ol in ampie time, the one
left being but o years old, and, of
course, unable to appreciate his dan-
ger,  oote of the Jads, 10 years of age,
jwnped for his companion and pulled
him awiy Jjust as the pliot of the en-
gine brushed against his elothiog
The epytoeer said, *When 1 saw the

| bigger boy jump for the saller one
I thought that there would be two
gilled outr ght instead of ope

Uo & recent winter duy a boy of
six lell througih the ice, and another

| boy, aged 11, catching him by the
collar, tried to pull bim out, but he
was nob strong eoough, so he called
for another poy. & lad of bhut  years,
and by his help they saved their com-
panion. They were all In @ peculiar-
| ly jerilous posit oo, and the wonder
| 18 thut any of the three escaped alive,
yel with the TIndifférenve 1o danyger
characteristic of most boys when
their sympathies are aroused, Lhey
| apoke uf the venture as though there
. were nothiog remarkanle about it.—
i Boston Trauscript

He Wanted an Easier Way.

‘“)ne of the best salesmen we have
on the rpad, If not the very besy"
‘naid a well-known wholesale dealer,
| “came tO us len years ago [from the

luse of Lhe sama |

ROMAN SACRIFICES,
Bed.-Halred Puppisa Weat Up In ths
mpring to Esvounrage the Cropa.

We learn from Festus that Lbe

| Romans sacrificed red-haired pupples
in spring, 0 the belief that the

crops would thus grow rij« und

' ruddy; and there can be little doubt
that these pupples. like the [amb

sacritice at Holme and King's Telgn-

ton, were a substitute for an original

nutsan victim. Profl Ramsey, the

great authority on Phrygian custom, |

belleves that ALLis was al Hrst repre-
sented LY & human vietim, who ‘‘was
probably s!alo each year Ly a eruel
death, just as the god himsell died.”
aud Mr. Fraser has showno that Attls
wus essentially a god of vegetation,
that ope of his epithets was  “very
fruitful.” that he was addressed as
“the reaped vellow ear of corn.” and
| that the story of his sufferiogs,
death and resurrect on was ioter-
preted as the ripe graio wounded by
the reaper, buried in the pranary
and coming to life again when sown
in the ground. Adonis again, is
one ot these gods of vegetation,
eriginally represented, no doubt, hy
4 human victim
The fawous Cardens of Adonis
were baskets or pots fllled with earth
in which wheat, barley aod flowers
were suwn at the tlwe when rhe
wumen were mourning over the dead
Adonis  To thisdas, in Slelly, at
the approach of Easter, Lhe women
sow wheat, leotils, and cavuary seed
in plawes. which are kept in the dark
| and watered every two days. When
the plants shoot up ‘‘the plates con-
taning them,” says Mr. Fraser, “are
| placed ou the sepulchres which, with
eMgles of the dead Ch s, are made
up in Koman Catholic and Greek
churches oo (sood triday, just as the
Gardens of adomis were placed on
the grave of the dead Adonis.™ Mr.
Fraser has also pn.nted out the marks
of a slmilar element in the worship
of Osiris  He was u deity of vegeta-
tion, the first o teach men the use
of corn, and his anonual festival be-
gan with the ploughing of the earth.
In one of the chapels dedicated w
| Osirls In the great temple of Isis, at
| Pbilae, the dead body of Osirls
| represcuted  with stalks of corn

spr nging from it, and a priest Is !

| wateriog the stalks from & pltcher.

Mr. Fraser sugyests that the legend |

. of the mangled remalns of the god

Leing scattered up aod down the
| land ‘ may be a reminiscence of the
| custom of slaying & huoman victim
1= * - and distributing his
flesh or scattericg bis ashes over Lbe
| flelds to fertillie them "  Indeed,
| Manetho tells us that the Fgyptlans
used to burn their red-halred men
and scatter their ashes with wirnow-
| ing fans.—Fortolghtly Keview.

| Uatceh Questions.

It a goose weighs ten pounds and
u balt its own weight, what is Lhe
| weight of the guse? Who has not
| been tewspted w reply oo the lonatant
' fifteen pounds?—the correct auswer
' belng, of course, twenty pounds.  ln-

 s'mple yuery will sometiwes caten a
| wise mao napplog.  Even the follow-
| ing have been knowa to succeed
How mauy days would 1t take w
|cut up a plece of cloth ity yards
long, vne yard being cot ol every
| day?
| A snall elimbing up a post twenty
feet high ascends Hve teet every duy
and slips down four feet every night
Huw long will the saull take to reach
the tup of the post?
A wilse man having a window one
| yard high and one yard wide, requir-
ing wore light, enlarged his window
Lo twice its former size. yet the win-
dow was st 1l only one yard high and
one vard wide How was this done*
This a catch question in geometry,
as the preceding were cateh guastions
"in arithmetic The window was dia-
' mond-shaped at first, and was aiter-
wards made square.

scarcely necessary seriously to point

fifty dais. but forty-nine: and to the
second, nol twenty days. hut sixteen
—slnee the snail who gains one foot
each day for tifteen days, climbs on
the sixteenth day to thé top of the
pole and Lhere remains. i . <3 <

A man walks around a pole, on the
top of which is a monkey. As the
| man moves, the monkey turns on the
| tob of the pole s¢ s sUll| to kee) face
[ty facd with thé man. Query:—
Whean the man has gone around the
poie, bas he, or bas he ool gone
around the monkey”

The answer which will oeccur

at

in Corinthia wassuruck so otten vhat | backwoods, and a greener fellow you | lirst slght to mosat persons is that the

services were dscontinued during the

five Limes & year on un average, lo
177% a rod was put on, and there was
no further trouble. At Stratsund,
in Fomerania, u church was the
srene of 4 very appalling occurence.
On a Suuday, the bullding being full
of people, a bail of ire cotered and
fell upon the :ltar, thereupon explod-
soi and doing great damage.

As to the nature of phenomena of
#his sort science knows aimost noth.
iag. Such globular lightning s seen

quite often, buv. nobody can guess

Mot e Gorued,all wk coo be
2y Is that

it is electricity very high-

0! sea  Ooccasionally the
.b_-m As s ruie thu:rnm’
viclently with & loud nolse and dis.

 aatroos efecta

| pever saw.

his start. He told me about the
kind of country he livel In and i
remoteness, and said he wanted to
sell from house o house, hul be
J dido't want to be a common peddier.
“iWecan't give you s salary."
'said I, ‘but we wiil allow you u cow-
| mission of 20 per cent. on all you
| #elL Tor cash.'"
v don'vrightly understand this
commistlon and | er cent. Lusiness’
said he, scratching his bead, ‘seein [
Illn'l used vo it, tut I'll tell you what
{ I"ll do: you _ust agree 1o give me (0
cents on every dullar's worth [ sell

i,-' iy concentrated. Balls of lightning | and 1'll undertake it: that's plsi@

- _afe sometimes seen rolling along the inmeh forgunybody W understand *

“f let him go at that,” iaughed

| the merchaot io eonclusion, “and

_made It up to him at the end of the
year by puttiog him nn vhe road with
8 good salary, and permisdion W Lell
Whe story every time we gave him s
,ufse, and we gave him ene yester-
day, and I've wld the story a good
miiny times "—Detrolt-Free P'r sa

A CRANK 13 one whoke opinions run
counter to your own. You may be
:kh-lhomw’houl crank to

1 met bim the tirst time | man has not gone around the monkey | 4 giant grew in that State.
summer months 1t was hit four or  he came into the store, and gave 1w |since he has nev r ieen behind it | Lree,

| The correct answer, however, as de-
[ciged by Knowledge in the pages of
iwhlch this momentous question has
has neen argued, s that the man has
|sun¢ around the monkey In going
jaround the pole

| - S —
Maple Flooring.

Awmong the noteworthy features of
recent lumber trade development In
the rapidly Increasing dewand for
wapie oorlog. Imurovement in the
metho! of manufacture has kept
pace with the growth in demand for
p oduct: or perhaps it lé more exact
to say that the recognition of mapie
flooring has Leen forced on the atten.
tlon of consumers by the enterprise
of maoufsctu.ers io Lurning out a
perfected product and urging it on
public attentive. A few jyears ago
all the mapie foorlog used was
worked out on orders Ly a few plan-
Ing millsa The hardwnod deaters
tarried maple strips in their vards
and bad them dressed and matched
when they bappened to receive an
order for flooring. Now grest maou-
wun h:‘n’:rwlhﬂ- for

%e sole purpose uclog waple
fooriog. Exact, lil!l:z swifs
machionery has been inveated to work
u..ubut.u!. The boring machine

bas rendered
tomes the end matching

As to the two former, perhaos it is |

, out that the answer to the trst 1s nov |

aalling easy, sod pow |
Inventido.

— e &

Maple flooring has come to be re-  SWISS OPINION OF AMERICA,

warded as the Lthing indispensabile in

| most publl: bulldings and is used
laswely in private dwellings Such
an exteol has the demand reached
that the larger dealers are obliged w0
make contracts for millions of feet
far in advance of requirement. the
same as Is d ne with pine or any
other wood of extensive sale any con-
sumption in the bullding trades and
manufacluriug

Mailway Aceidents 1n Britain.

The British Board of Trade has 1<
sued its report of Lhe rallroad acci-
dents which occurred o the United
Kingdow in 1¥45. Onpe thousand and
eleven persons were killed and 4,100
injured duriog the year, a decrease
of 114 and 376 respectively as com-
pared with the tgures of [=uZ,  Of
those killed 10U were passengers, but
only seveniren were Lhe victims of
accidents to trains, rolling stock, or
permanent way, the rewainder hav-
jog succumbed o acidenis from
other causes; 460 of the victlms were
rallway servants, and of these only
ten sutfered from wishaps o traios
of permancnt way., No less than
fifty-ive persons, apart from pas-
sengers and servants, were Killed at
level crossings, and the trespassers
aud suicides who perished on the
railways numbered 3o, Other fatal
accidents not classified numbered
thirty. (M passeogers injured o
va ious ways there were 1,221, while
of companies' or contractors’ servants
there were no less than 2,641, The
complement of the iist ol injured Is
made up of persons passing over level
crossloga, trespassers, and would-be
suicides. ‘This list o! fatal and vther
accldents, however, Is Ly no weans
compete, for in addit on eighty per.
sons were killed and 4,087 lnjurea
upon the premlses of the varions
companies, though not in connection
with the movement of vehicles on
the rallways. These accidents in-
cluded kicks from horses, falls of
Liales or packages of goods, falls ircm
scaflfolaing, ete: thus the tolal num-
ber of personal accidents reported
during the year amounted to 1,001
persons killed and & 98 injured.

It Didn't Work.

| was standing before the stamp
| window at & surburban postotice the
other day, walting fur & wowman Lo
get through, that 1 might Invest
half a dollar in carmine chromos of
our coyptry's paternal. The woman
who nad the atlention of the clerk,
had u pac.age upou which two of
the adhesive portraila mentioned
had Leecn aftixed, and she desired to
| learn If thevy were sufficient o carry
| the package on its way. The clerk
| welghed the parcel and asked If 1t
| was & newspaper.  Yes" replied the
| wutnan, @ uewspaper with a pair of
| wittens inside.”  “That makes it
wmerchandise,” sald wne clerk, v
will require four cents more" “I'll
not pay iU she exclaimea. The
clerk simply swiled. Meantime the
woman Hshed out four o e stamps.
| *Toere I8 no writiog in it, i there*"
the clerk. oply @ short
uote, " says Lhe woman, as she gently
lald the stawps upon her tougue,
gum side down, Y0, theo it will he
letter postage,” said the clerk, “w»ix-
Leen  centy ™ “I'tl pot pay Iit"

| e:aculated the woman, grabliog the

parcel and starting tor the door with
an air of ouitraged Ingocence 1
wias i case of lgnorapce merely. No
wrong wad intended and 1t was fool-
ish, therefore, 1o get aogry at her-
sell. ——Arkansaw Traveler.

A Glant Walnut Log.

The largs wainut log {roth Leaven-
worth County, hkan., which at-
tracted so much atiention at the
World's Fair, will be couverted into
furniture by a compans that §oaighe
it from the Kansas commissioners,
says Lhe Timbe wan, The log wis
| eut from & tree growing in Tongao-
| uxie Township. 1t cost s200 to get
the Iog out of the wuods. The enm-
missioners pald 3500 for 1L for

at the close of the Exposition for
#1,200. The tree from which the

(log was cut was the unarcg f
Lu\'g_nqaﬁttg(iu 1Ly, huﬁu \'enlﬁ-
| 1178 feet bigh

| the groun| (o the frat lmb w
| fofLf .se¥én feet,L E cushlr? of the

| Jog, the tree vielded (W0 car-loads of
lumber. The log was tfieé’ feet
long, seventy-two laches in diameé-
ter al the top and eighuy-four inches
at the butt It weighed 40,000
pounds and contalmed 3,500 feer,
| board measn e People not  ac
‘yuainted in Kansas who wvisited the
Fair could not uuderstand now such
I'he
elentists say, wus 71 yeurs
| old when Columbus discovered Amer-
lcw It was stated to be the largest
tree of its species in the | nited
[ states.

| His Pint Was Better Than a Pound,
| Old sayings are npearly always
| truthful, but they must he applled
with due discretion, as a woman in a
littie store *down the pecx” discoy-
erad to her sorrow. An old darkey
called one moniog W purchase a
pounnd of shot; the storekeeper heing

out, his wife attempted Lo serve the '

customer. Bhe could not fHod the
weights, lut belng & guod house-
keeper, she rememlered an old say-
ing of frequent use 1n conkery—‘a
pint's as good as & pound the wo ld
over. "
In her dilemma she quoted that
| saylog 1o the darkey, askiog If he
would be savisfled to take a pint for
| & pound. The da‘key with wide-
| awake cunniog, snapped at the
| chanee, got his shot, paid for it and
- burrled out 0. the store The wo-
mun couldn't account for the sudden
hurry of his departure until she w th
ide related to her hushend her

id=a enabling her to get along

without welghta —Philadelphia Call.

Tas beet work need mot lonk for
ssmmon credit

World's Fair purposes, and sold [t

The gdjstance from '

Land of Mtrange Ext N el

Pride and Keckires Money (ielting.

A well known Swiss writer, who
visited the World's Fair and was then
forced to. remain here for somelime
on account of illness, ha: oined the |
long list of foreleners for whom |
sAwerica" has been a favorite sub-
ject for dissertations™ In arecent
issue of the Neue “uricher seltung,
une of the most famous Swiss jour-
pals, under the bheadline, **What Is
Awmericar™ he wrote ‘Awmerica is
is a land comparwl with which tu-
rope s only a peninsul ; the United
States form a ¢ouutry enmpared with
which the Furopean Kingdom are
pygmies. America is the land of un
weasured distances and dimens ons;
the land of dellars and electricity:
the lind where the prairies are mwore
extensive, the rivers mightier, the
waterfalls deeper, the biridges longer,
the | ghtuing ex)resses laster, Lthe
catastrophes more ter ble than In
any other country iu the world It
is the land where 1n a siogle railroad
azrident—and one oeeurs every few

da s—more people lose thelr fives
than in Kurope in & whole year. [t
is the land where the houses are

higher, the * allbirls' more oumerous,
the rich richer, the poor poorer, the
the millions greater, the thieves more
daring, the murderers more shame-
less, the educated lewer, the tecth
more generally false, the (orsets par-
rower, the diseases more deadly, cor-
ruption more general, ’ " $
the summers warmer, the winters
colder, the fires hotter, the ice thicxer,
thwe more precious, the men more
nervous, than in any country 1n our
pastoral Europe.  1tis the land where
the old men are youuger and the
young men older, the negros blacker,
the whites more yellow. than in any
other plae. 1t is the land o 1m.
measurable natural wealth. Nnoshort,
it is the land of extraordinary con-
trasts, of strange extrewes, of non-
sensfcal pride. of reckless moneys
hunting, of senscless cra e (or gain—
the land of the colossal and the pyri-
midal—of course, in the oplnion of
| Americans  How many bave goue
frow our peaceful home to the land
of false h pes Lo seek riches, furtune,
and better life, and thave boeen lost
elther in the gutters of the great
cities or the sands of the prairies?
How many have been gind, when pour
and deserted and broken in heart and
wotll. to s4ll ba k w thelr native
lapd®”

Uarppeani’s Cheek
The senlplor CArpesus was wlwiys
8 bohemlan, and geverally absent-
minded,  Iowited onee to the Tuill-
eries by Emperor Napoleon the Third
and the kmpress Eugenie, he poted

out his pipe safter dinner, tiled it
and, alscovering thut be had no
matehes, 00K o serap of  paper

climbed on & chalr, and llghted the
pire from the greal chandel erabove
the table. *You doo't wind stuk-
Ing. do you, maam*” he said to the
Ewpress. He von e accepted from a
rich patron &b ordér (o wake a sculp
tured grouprepresenting the Cyclups
Polpyliewus crusbhiog the youth Acis
nunder a fock. Ca peaux had oo
souaer acoepted the commission Lhan
ne régretted I, for the subiject had
po fasinations whatever for bim.  He
put the matter ofl aga n an | again,
but was urgently pressed to beglin 1L
Ly his pavron. At last, one day,
Carpeaux tovk the fmpatient patyon to
| his studio and showed blm & goeat,

rough bleck of un'formed clay.
“There ls your group,” sald the
sculplor, “My group? Where?"!

»Why, this 18 the rock.” “Thul's
all very well, bhut where is Acis"

“Lnder the rock—<rushed quite out
of nlghL, of course.™  “liut whe ¢ s
Polyphemus ™ ' h, her Whi, ido

you think be would rewa n anywhere
about after be had done a8 thing ke
that=" This was as far a8 cthe classie
cal “group” ever gol.

W el ok - ==

One Consolation,

The London newspapers used Lo
make a distinetion between a slmple
notice of a death, for which they
Churged tve shillings, gnd y‘g
obitiary, for which they “demanded
seven and sixjéncd.  Cne day D
Thymas Huwe called at the office o
K woRitig Joafoul dbd stiéotly laced
upon the counter the announcement
of the degth of a [ lend, together
with flvé shillings. The gierk glinc d
dt the pajer, tossed it oné side, and
sald, grufly, ‘seven ana six!"

“I  have frequéntly,” answered
Hume, “*had occasion to publish these
slimpie noul es. and [ have never be-
fore been charged more than flve
shilllings "

sstple!™ repented the clerk, with-
out lookiong up: “there's o adiled
ling, ‘universally beloved ana deeply
regretted!’ isn't there? Seven wnd
sl

Hume produced the additional half
crown and laid 1t deliberately by the
others, observing in the wost sulemwn
wne, “Congratulate yourself, sir,
that this Is an expenss which your
executora will never Le put "

A Good Lde From Maino.

Unele Dan Gammon of Canton,
Me, says he caught afox, thought he
baa killed It, and was just nicking
the ears off the pelt. when he stopped
to look at a fire lu the woods Sly
Monsleur Heynard, who wasu't desa
at all, just slipped on his skin and
ol away. Of course, this Is 44 per
eeénl. Gawamon, but IL goesas & pretiy
good Mslne lie

Too Reallotic.

Visitor—And how did my little pet
Iike the theater?

Littie Girl—Not very much. The
actors didn't act as If the., was juwt
actin'; they acted wa If It was all so
—ap’ that made me uncomfortable

“WII"’"

Y] felt Just s if 1 was peekin’
through & kevhole Intuv somebody

, olse’'s housa "—(ood News

THEORY A5 Tu “CHeernsa”

RAILS,

ing w Cartous Phegutie
emert Ulmersed on Hailroais

pr mt Ky

Unless there are counwerarting in-
fluences, e Batural tendewcy of
rails s to “creep” downward, oley-
Ing the well-Kuown luws of gravity.
I, nowever, the grade be too slight
o give wmwuch edect o thia law,
and, in fact, su slight 48 10 reulra
the use of stean in the handling of
descending tralos this patural Wwn-
Jency may be minhmized, anld, ine
deed, overcome aud reversed by a con-
stant draft of loads 1u the direction
of its descent. says the Charleston
News and Courer Heavy loads
pulliog constuntly in one direction
have & tendency o drive the ratl in
the opposite direction ~houid It be
necessarv.  however, W uappy Lhe
brakes, vhe rail s driven in the di-
rection of the moviog traln. Un a
perfectly level track the rail almost
invariably *tereeps” in the of posite
direction from the mouvement of the
heaviest and most constanl tranie,
excepl at points where it Is custome
ary  tw sput off and apply the
Lrakes, at wheh the ‘creep” Is
1o the same direction. Ou roads hava
Ing grades which change abruptly
from ascending to descending g¢rades
over the crown of & hill, itoften bhap-
pens that the rails “‘creep” up grade
on both sides of the crown, and this
18 especlully true where long, heavy
tralns are run, as Lhe heavy puli-
ing of the engine after it has passed
the crown, ¥oing dewn grade, causes
it tadrive the raill upward oo the
voe side, while the redar of the train
has sowewhat the tendeoey o pull,
or at least ta hold, the rall on the
apposite ascent.  Onpe rall often
vgreeps’” faster than the other; this
{8 not confined to the east ra | or the
west rall, the north or the south. It
is due Lo a varlety of causes, and to
none perhaps wore than to the fact
that there |- a difference, and often
a pecullarity, In humanity. There
is fu rallroad parlance what is knowo

ud a “line" and a “gauge" rail; in
nine cases uut of ten the “l ne” rail
gets Lhe most attention from the

foreman in charge. ana in addivion,
two men  are usually selected to
*keap up” the bolis on joints, one of
which I8 generally the most  trusted
man in the ‘waog” The other
works under him: almost Invariably
this trusted wyn gets va the “line”
rail, and thus I will be seen that
the joints and boits are kept in - bet-
ter shape on the one rall than on tha
pther, and are therefore more caja.
ble of resisting the tendency n
sereep” Thin hablt among track:
wen of gdoptiog @ pet rall |8 one ol
the peculiarities of human nature;
harbiers have <omewhiat the siame pe.
cuiarivy—they lather and rub, shave
and powder one side of 4 man's  face
until hutnao endurance religls agains
the injustice. -

Birds That Come and Go.

There are some Lirds that aepend
almost entirely for th ir food on
Hght-winged summer fles thal iove
the supshine Thes<e the economy
of our eold season does not provide
for.  The tree-vreepers and the tits,
lnsectiverous in thelr propensities,

are content (o seek food im the
crevices of bark and ap and down
the brauches of old trees, In tue

cracks of walls, and Inand out atuong
the stones and bricks of old buijdings
feerink, pfobing, pecking at the
creatures that ha ¢ thought to  get
safely th ough the cold weathe: by
hiditg. Nol so our migraut singers
Many of them, like the swullows eal
ooly such things as they can catch
In their swify flight open-mouthed
through the air: these are few and
far botween in the raw and cold at-
mosphere of winler here  Swift and
swallow, mnightingale and (ueckoy,
warbler lycateher, wh o hat, wheat.
ear, hlul‘hcalh. wod wryneek—all the
merry troupe ol strofling s ngers,
must follow Jhe s nand thé creatures
that dance in the sunbeams to lands
bh'z;‘lg are wirm in the w nter.

be movewents of the bipds that
come and %Hrl-lmﬂhﬂﬁd
a & prompled by the abunddnce or
the scarcity of certain kinds of food
among the varied swres our lund
affords  The nomadic wandering i
our resident b rds are also foragiug
expeditions.  Only In the spring ana
early summer gre any birds able tao
find the foor they rejuire in a partie:
ular oe ghborhood.  Then insect life
ubounds, and found about the nest.
Ing place enough and o spare is o
be found buth for the Lusy parent
birds and the lpsatialile chicks and
#judbs  But In the autumn and
winter there |s, sirictly speakiog, no
such thing as a statlonary population
ol bLlrds in any place. All turn
Rypsles then, and bithe and thither
wend ther restless way, eluding the
famive of & Irost here, the desrth of
& snowstorm there, or the buffeving
of storm winds, by coutivually mov.
log onwurd,

Cold, Not loed, Tea.

Those who do not like to use lceag
prodigally as some do in beverages,
and yet like 'cold tea,” will dod that
they cao have It without the ice  If
you have no ice at all, put the
Amwount of wa required Jo & pitcher
In the morning and nour over 1L only
enough water to cover It let It stand
for thiee o [ ur hours, and you will
dnd that all the Pavor s extracted
from the leaves. When you wish o
serve, pour fresh water, as cold us
can be obtained, upon the tea, and
you will have adelightful glass of
tea, with none of the bitterness of
“bollea™ tea sbout it and sunticlently
cold. —DBoslon Post.

=l ol

Tie wounds of sin may be healed,
but their scars will always remaio
painfui to the touch.

Every mao has botha natursl and
conatitutional right to establish his

swa labor union.

b
B




