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TOPICS OF THE TIMES.

A CHOICE SELECTION OF INTER-
ESTING ITEMS.

-—-—-la--—-ﬂb-ﬁ!

Mapponiags of the Day—Bisterieal sad
Hews Hotus

Kivc Losmwerris bas eighty
queens No wooder he iso't much of

a warrior.
——————————

THE servant zlrl_;;cblem may prop-
erly be referred to as the hire educa-

tion of women
——————————
Ir takes all the poetry and rmance
out of the chrysanthemum to learo
that it can be covked and eaten like

greens

WhaY is it that they always lay
sieovers” at hanguets which you read
sbout® At the banquets one attends
plates seem to serve the purpose

Tuae Ohbio man who invented *‘the
switehboard" has switched off the
line of patience with those corpora-
tions that have been using the pro-
duct of his genfus gratis, and will
sue offenders for #5,000,000. He pro-
poses to cut a big tigure for justice
while he is about it

AFTER years of having considered
herself divorced from ex-King Mlian,
ex-iueen Natalle is informed that
the tle binding t em is as strong as
ever. There 1§ atlll ample accomumo-
dation in South l'akota, an! an ex.
Queen could get Into the best set
there right from the jump.

CoNceErNING the Pall Mall Gazette
the New York Sun remarks ‘The
paper had grown dull and cranky
when Mr. Astor gave hismind to iL”
M bls mnd bad been all that Mr
Astor gave to it the paper might still
remain dull and cranky. But his
money which he gave it hired other
minds

SoweEroDpY has left Dr. Parkhurst
& cool 81,000,000 to carry on his war
agalost vice and the Gotham pollce
It 1s now in order for somebody hav-
ing Parkhurst's welfare and reputa-
tion at heart Lo get a censbrvato ap-
polnted for him lest his wily enemies

take both the doctor and the #1,000,-

000 Into camp

Littaaxy RussgLL made an import-
ant concession to public opinion and
the law by marrying Peruginl in New
Jersey instead of in New York In

New York the marriage would have
In New Jersey ip is | smiths, and vridge jumpers for ben.

been bigamous

just a plain stage wedding. It dif-

fers from a good many stage weddlogs | thin

in being legal anyWwhere.

It appears that the man whom
Chicagn officials hanged twice was
deaq at the time of the second Oper-
ation. It was considered necessary
to have the fact of dissoluvion an-
nounced while the body still swung.
1t is 8 fair presumption that & corpse
pnot declared a corpse would have
walked away and thus vindicated the
grandeur of the technlcality.

Ax Eastern paper published the
story of a man who says he was
hanged by a mob in Denver (fteen
years ago, but escaped after having
been drawn up twice. Possibly the
man was in Denver at that time,
probably he deserved all he got, ex-
cept the avperience of escaping, but
in the interest of truth the fact must
be recorded that he Is just a plain
har.

A PAPER published {u the interest
of a big Insurance company says that
the current talkofan "“unprecedented
season for accidents In conse juence
of the World’s Fal" s all rubhish,
aud adds that the experlence of Its
company snows that there has been
bo large Increase in the gross volume
of accidents this year. This is inter-
eating,
business in It o make it probable
that It Is true

AX Anarchist of Tacoma. while re-
turning from a8 meeting held to con-

sider the best method of tlowing #o- |

clety Ioto a satl tactory state of dls
integration, was whacked on the
bead Ly another reformer, and I«
likely to go bence with his owno de-
vices for bLetterlng the universe in-
complete. However melancholy the

¢ircumstances may appear, it must |

be conceded that & measure of reform
bas been effected

"THE day undoubtedly is not far
sway when all superfluous fruits and
berries will be preserved by the use
. avaporators, rather thao left to spoll
ortobe fed as waste There isa
stosdlly increasing demand for dried
fruits, and If dried berries have no
*  market it s because they ure prac.
~ Seally pako@en. Oncs put u on
- the | and the demana for

because there s just enough |

made his calenlations oo obeervations
takea by & naval cadet. He bad not
sea0 A0y sea service for seven years
before being assigued Lo duly as com-
manding oficer of this ship Thus
| the system of favortism, which gives
| long shore duty w favored officers, s
doabit'ess resjonsible for the loss of
a vesse| valuable itself and still richer
| in historical assoclations

BosTos Is suflering with an epl-
dem ¢ of profanity. Emerson's soul-
ful proverts are displaced by siraoge
oaths and Thoreau's wmoral morsels
bv aw ul lmprecations So serious
and widespreadiog has the epidemic
vecome that an appeal for a moral
quarantine has been made. Pastors
of churches of all denominations have
becn requestel to take the third
rommandwent as a text for lectures
and homilies; the school ward has
beefl importuned to instruct teachers
to give talks to puplis on the purity
of speech, and editors of daily papers
have | een asked o admonish their
readers not o suppiant English with
profane language.

ALTHoUGH the great Hungarian
patrivt had outlived two generat ons
of men who adored him as the
incarnate conscience of a nation, he
was ~Lill a vital figure In outem-
porar. thought when the reaper
leath ook pliy on his ninety years,
and called h.m away. His lotty and
noble character had won for him In
this count y. when he was hee oo
the mission of | berty, profound re.
spect, and h g Lrilllant qualities as
man and orator, galned him admira-

tion. Almost all who stood veside
him here have passed away. One of
the last of the glants of "4*, he car-

, rled his head unbowed to the end,
and goes down o history with a
spotless record

| Youse ladies who heeome  famous
| through their connection with bireach
| of promise sults must naturally ex-.
' pect the attentions of the purveyord
for human curiosity. It is not
| strange, therefore, that Miss Pollard
should already have received an ofer
of 8500 a week for twenly weeks, 10
travel with a theatrical company,
| presumably as one of its bright par-
ticular stars. It certaloly would
| have leen thought passing strange
a Weneration agn But In an
age when prize fighters play first
walking gentlemen, reformed burg-
lars are cast for virtoous black-

eficent heroes, we may gxpect all

ing
tragedicnnes upon the mimicscene

THE uné-c;r small sizes of coal bas

greatly increased of late years Form.

erly the sizes below stove coal were
regarded as almost worthless and
were left at the mines to accumulate
there. 1t wassoon found that chest-
put coal was extremely desirabie for
hoase use, and It came 4 dollar a too
cheaper than stove coal for a time
Now, jea coal is coming Into use,
and this can be got at the mines for
70 cents per won.  Sulll smaller par-
ticles, called barley coal, are now
used for generating steam at the col-
{leries. Even the fine coal dust Is
now mixed with something to cause
it to stick together, and Is thus nade
into a valuable and practically cost-
| less fuel, as there are Immense plles
| of 1t left from times when it wah re-
garded as good for nothing.
P e 0 -

s '

| CHIcAGO HERALD: At the dedica-
! tlon of a Presbyterian Church among
the subscribers to jay off its debs
was a liquor firm which gave #50,
Dr. Willls (. Cralg. of MeCormick
I'niversity, Chicago, commended the
| firm for Its liberallty, but noticing a
smile In the congregation he learned
the cause and merely said: ‘“That's
all right.” And why not” Why
should not the money of sin. as the
prohlhitionists regard It, be made to
serve the cause of Christianity? In
all works of charlty who asks & certl-
ficate of character trom a dollar? It
may in its career have been stolen, it
may have heen won or lost in gam-
bling, it may have been a factor in a
horse race or a prize fight. It may
have aided and abetted many wicked
things, but it will help as well to pay
a church debt or the minlster's salary,
will buy food and clothing for hungry
and naked children as well as adollar
fresh from the mint. There is no
taint on a dollar to prevent its duing
rood.

Amoog the rareand valuahle bouks
in the late Duke of Devonshire's
library, says & contemporary, there
are lew of which there gre no dupli-
cates anywhere, and, what s still
mure extraordinary, no one has ever
resd them. The following are some
of ibem—"Yercy Vere.” In forty
volumes; ‘‘Tadpoles, or Tales Out of

even the sudden blossom-
breach of promise heroloes Into

Hew Ons Hother Hooge Ber Bays od
-, Boms

Boys object to being *tied to their
mother's aprou strings "™ and wise
motaers glld thelrs, says sn ex-
change. =~

A wuman near me hason ber hands
the problem of ULringing up three
fatheriess boys

‘This winter she counted out §3 and
g4ave her sooa littie fellows, a Christ-
mas present of a ready.made tobog-
gan slide

With this present she gave them
two rules—only two

1. No boy was to start down the
slide until the way was clear.

That to prevent physicial lojury.

2. No boy was to use an oath, any
bad word, or slang.

This to prevent moral injury.

The boys worked liked troopers,

-

all, and part of the time the mother
was out there, shovel and hose in
band, working with them aod di-
recting.

‘The flooding was conducted almost
daily from the upper bath-room win.
dow, sud leaning out of the same
window 1 have seen the wmother
sga n and again. watening if a!l went
well 1 have seen ber come out
among the boys. Lo wipe away tears,
and to vnhearten some little fellow
who dido't get his turn or was
pitehed off into the suow. Onee ina
while she dashed down the slide her-
self, steered by some provd littie lad.

Hut whetber she |5 coasting with
them, comfoiting, directiog them, or
iean/ng out of the up-stalrs window,
she is there all the same in spirit and
inluence.

There is a great cruowd of boys on
that sl de out of school hours, and
another matron on the strect sa d the
other day that Mrs Freeman had
managed w gather the riff-raff of
the oeighborhood

But Mrs. Freeman had ber boys
around her and she s a power with
the ‘riff-rafl.* Little girls are en.
couraged o come to the slide and
every buy is put oo his mettle by this
devoted mother to treat the small
ladles with courtesy.

That slide, in connectinn with oc-
casivnal candy-pulls and pop orn ngs
‘o the kitchen, s an educator, a good
lovestment

Snow and lce wll soon slip away,
but she intends to have a low, flat
car constructed, so that the boys can
bave a summer cosst—a safe one, for
the slide is oot very streep

A Piano-Tuner's Untimely Appear-
aAnce.

The story In one of the papers

fog tute W Brideet, and being an-
swered by that person, “there's oo
one bere, mum,' brings to the Lis
tener's mind an incident related to
him by a friend of his,
tuner, who frequently has occasion

ments. It should be sald that some
fiat dwellers depend a good deal more
completely on their street doors and
the bell and tube arra gements to be
found there than other fat dwellers
da Well, the plano-tuner wortone
dav to ap apartment bouse where he
had been sent for and, finding the
street door open, be went up with-
out ringing. He also found the door
of the apartment up-stalrs ajar, and
walked into the front room. bhis bag
in hand. There he was astonished to
find 8 man, apparently a Frenchmar,
on his koees on the floor, making a
dec aration of love to 4 lady. The
wan sprung up: the tuner a;ologized
aod announced his business: but the
Frenchman was furious w.th rage,
and bellowed:

“\' v don't you ring ze tube*"

Hin anger was oot reduced when
the Indy actually laughed at th.s
question. —Boston Transcripe

ﬂtg-u;ck the '_’m_! .l-'.tml-ll:r.

The weary Wanderer's eyes gleamed
with confidence as he stepped up W

door aud koocked.

e there's horseslioes over this
door and the barn dJdoor, mum.,” he
sald to the hgrdleatured wowan who
came to the dobr.

“Well," she sald, with a etrong
stare. -~

“I've noticed that where there's
horseshoes nailed up you always tind
wario hearts and a generous welcome,
said the traveler with & winning
sinle )

*‘You don't say*”

*'Yes mum; you people may bea
little superstitions, but you are k.od
o the poor.”

“Well, we didn't pyt them hoss-
shoes up,™ eala the Woman, dryly.
“The folks that did lives about ten
miles from here pow. It's a struight
road—you can't m 35 it," aod baog
went the door.

The weary wanderer felt an elec-
tric chill down hisspine as he started
up the road.

** ay, you!" he heard her call. He
turned to go bsck—she must have re-
lented.  **You might rip them ahoes
down an' take 'em along with yer if
you think them folk'll waot ‘em,”
and bang went tbe door again.—
Bostun Journal

Great Lnck,
Monsieur Calino was ereatly dis-
tiurbed because the city authorities
changed the numbers of the houses
in his street, and roundly denounced
the functiongries who had forced him
by this simple change of figures, to
live us No 437 Instead of " No. 216
HBut one morning, aa he came down
to breakfsst aod took up bis pe-
per. he sxclaimed:
*uoodoess! [ was - sll wrong!

L

bankiog up the track aod flooding 1™ g0 \ieie creature is werely 8 fringe |

about a lady calling down the speak-

a plano-
to tune pianos in Back Ray apart.

| Says the Hartford Courant: It s,

!

only by wide experience snd travel
that gie comes L0 & Lrue appreciation
of the mosquito. After a long and
intimate ac uaintance with the fy- |
ing pests of such varied aod various
countries as ‘outh America. Au.
stralia, India and Africa, the worid
wanderer returns with the firm con. |
viction that the Yankee mosqu to u,
| easlly tirst In his particular lice °f5
work. For reflpement of method,
quality of torture and decejtive in-
| nocence of sappearance this aopimal
' exhibitsa & uni jue character t the
studenat of depravity. The popular
| definition of the mo-qultc would de-
y scribe it as an insect that stiogs: per-
haps it wouid be better Losay, asting
that Insects, for the Insectation of |

around the solld central fact of its
stingability. A mosquito without its
| sting would be the play with Hamlet
(left out. One can even lmagine
making & bouschoid pet of it uoder
such conditions riut the mosqulio

o't built that way: where he ls
there shall bis stlug Le alsa.  Even
the spake, the most loathsome of

lasts, has the decency in biting you
toget rid of lts polson and so be.
comes harmless. Not 8o the mo-
squito; It can bite you red, white,
and biue all nighy, and io the morn-
ing by the bright light erv out, ** et
'em up again " without losing the key
or flinching an inch
\ery little better than the sting s
tke btuzz dcrompaniment. The mad-
dening iteration of the mosgquite's
war song need not be dwelt ujon. It
were possible  to sieep a little If the
attacks went on nolselessly, and the
temporary oblivion would be sweet
indeed. even al the price of Llotches
innpumerabile and itches that call for
the hands of a Briarius. ('n the con.
trary, this enemy of man trumpets
along bpight and day, wth nevera
fall from the piteh, with oo soften-
Ing 0of the tope. alwuys that shrill,
self-assertive shrlek of rage and
hatred. So awful is It that If a seo.
| sitive person and about sixm Aquitoes
were shut up for & week tozether, we
believe one of the two things would
happen—either the person would kill
the mosquitoes or go mad, and it
would be long chances on the mo-
squitoes. There is only one way of
handliog this ansmal. It is foolish
to hit at hlm in the air, and not
much use to aim blows at him wheo
he first alights. No. let him get a
goud grip and lev him drink away
until his body grows al ermanic and
assumes a delicate pink, thea you cay
wipe hiw out und up with lictle dif-
fl ulty, for he won't be so Oy us be
was, 1o fact, perhaps, be ause be
feels the tie uf Lived relationship, he
seems Lo wanl to stay there and suck
and infiate forever. Tha: the enemy
is rendered captive into your hands
through Lis own Diondthirstiness It
you are fullblooded and canstand the
drain on the system this isa slow but
sure revenge on the mosquito; not an
adequate nne of course, hut the best
his vietim, wan, can do under the
circumstances.

Utility of Filter Beda.

The utllity of Glter heds In purify-
ing water ha- been demunstrated con-
clusively of late years, an i the mass
of evidence to corroborate the clalms
ought Lo have made a wuch greater
lmmpiession un the people than s yet
apparent. The work done at Ham-
burg, for instaunce, un  ucstionably
converted a very danzervos water
into one with which little fault can
te found. The record of cholera
cases for 1802 and 1844 18 sufMiclent
e\1dence un this point, with ut walit-
ing for coutirmation frowm micros-uple
an! chemical exawlonation of the
| waler. Such ezsluaglon, boweve |

proves that whereas the
| Hltering ls largely impregnated with
i ria, the fijtered water is almost

atef beford |

Thures full cups you Dasd not Lell
Whethar you ks bim () or well,

80 be stands by the dusty way—

God's own —aud sowmps LO sy
“Dirtnk your 8l ; there is nacght 1o pay "
Thirsty bosses, with poatrils wide,
Plusyge their Miglnm-w:w,
Drwmk and crop fram e coul -alde
A bunch of gruss—acd then anble ofl.

And now the desyrchostad ouen oxane,

And drain the rough at a uingls draoght,

Thelr r-uqn‘lllua though they are domb,

Aod thunk the puinp for the necier gualied,

Tie snoking tean: Deaih the load dilny

Lovingls turn thalr ryes tusl way-—-

They tooaball drink for the sals swings,

And the ontatretebed noses kiss the cool

Swest strearn froen the spout that springs

Like & mooniamn ook 1n s mosey jpoal,

}“hl !un—rd ‘n dog 'l’lmlnhllu: mﬂf‘m‘? s

Aaps and panta, .

Mtbwﬂlu-bur:hum the rut se
EwWng,

And the fragraat load sways up the hill

Diear old waysids friend
olug o thy tine and place,
Full of cheer as 8 good man's face,

Overfiow with simpls grace
gt

wlhate'sr thou hast to spend,
Wouid v 1 were na Lrue & mAn
As thog art putup, oo thy bumnbler plan!
(rut of my bands kind desds womid go;
(rut of my beart sweet jove would fdow
Bound me all nourished life would grow |
And ov'ry pllgrim with thiret nﬁxwt.
Would stop Lo bless tne and o be blest.
—Youth's Uonupanion.

T™In
A PRAIRIE DUEL.

In the tepee sat Pretty Halr and
the scout whose capture had cost
three Indian lives He lay oo a
bearskin, placidly puming the thin
tobacco leaf which Pretty Halr had
rulled for him. Pretty Halr bent
her great, glorious brown eyes on his
pale, handsome face, but the youoe
rellow was th nking of his comrades
at Fo v Willlam, little dreamlng of
Ithe compassl n he had awakened In

his vompanion's dusky breast

Three weeks before the Arapahoes
had attacked a wagon train under an
escort of | nited Statescavalry. liloe
Jem, th ' advance scout, had soented
danger ahead, Lhut reported that the
force of hostile Indians was not large
enoagh 1o attack them. When the
escort reached a bend In the ravine
the valley suddenly swarmed with
{ sbrieking, ferocious red men The
woops were {o a trap from which
Lthere was no escape

Uanly one white man came out alive
—this was Bue Jem There wasa
long score against bim which even
his scalp would notwi eont.  Bleed-
ing from a dozen wounds he was
lushea o his horse and led by White
Feather Intw Lbe camp

He wanted tw die, but Pretty Halr,
fascinated by his white skin and his
blue eyes, dragged him hack from the
verge of eternity. - he was the da gh-
ter of Hole-in-the-Head, who next
to the chief, was the most powerful
man in the tribe.  she wrestied with
death for his life.  But live Jem did
not thaunk her, be knew that the days
of ‘orwure were not far off.

He little thought, however. of the
plan Pretvy Halr was wearing for
his suke That verv day HoM-in-the-
Head had promisea the white man's
Iife If he would marry his daughter
and becuome one of the tribe

“White man stay with Pretty
Hair?" the malden was saying, as
ehe swepl her beautiful hair on one
wide and looked earnestly Inoto his
face.

Blue Jem hesitated. Then he shut
h s eyes and nodded his head. After
all, It wouid be preferalde to the
stake

Protty Halr crept towards him and
rubbed her soft, Lrown face un h s
] cheek. As she did soa stream of sun-

shine burst into the tepee, and they
saw White Feather standing before
them.

-

. i - -

+ .
e b

wholly freé from them ﬂﬂeﬂ
| testa, with llke resul }mvc ]

made at &verl places o Euiope aha

his coliutry; one, for instance, at
| Providence, It. L. a d atother at
| Lawrence, Mass. Theexperiment at
| Providence has alreadv been descrited

in these columns That st Lawrence

has been In operation since Sept 20,
| and tne results up to date are worth
'I notice.

Firat, as to the prevention of
| typhold fever. The time is two short to
' give toal results, bul it appears that

whereas for the past fve vears Lne
average number of deaths in Law-
rence from this disecase has been tve
for October and tive for November,
there bas been only one such death
' In each of these months this year
The apeclal importance of this lles in
| the fwct that the water for the clty
Is taken from the Merrimuc #Hiver,
which I8 contaminated by sewage,
| and has for vears been heid responsi-
ble for the most of the typhold fever
in Lawrence. Turning tothe physical
propertles of the fNitered water, Il ia
found that n nely-elght er ceat of
the bacteria in the river water disap-
pear during the process of filtration,
What Is quite as important s that
this same flitration removes so much
of the 0:ganlc matter which cuntrib-
utes to the propagation of bacteria
that the few which pass through the
filter find themselves at 3 great dis.
advantage In the struggie for exist-
ence. —Fire and Water.

Une Advantage,

People who bave found sleeping.
car berths ‘wtuffy" will appreciate
the following, from the
Nu;':'wk Weeakiy:

tramps were preparing o

spend the night in two ple o8 of
for

(7]

0

drain pipe which had boen left
u::" lil:’."“-.llﬁo first one,
be crawled in, ‘thie sin’s quite

R LEA s e
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That night White Feather sat out-
iside his wigwam thinking deeply.
|Th;em was |ealousy In hin heary
malignant batred in his eyes In
|fancy he saw Fretty Hair—the
maiden for whom he had traved the
sabres of his enemies—rubbing her
beautiful cheek on the face of the
man he despised.

Aun hour laer White Feather
crossed 0 the scout's tent The
Indian sentry was sleeping. White
{ Feather crept in the tepee and swak-
ened lilue Jem from his heavy sleap.

“White man, escape!” he muttered
excitedly.

Escape! Blue Jem opened wide
his eyes. D)id he hear aright* Yas,
there was White Feather arging him
to fly. He must make up his mind
at once. In anuther hour daylicht
would be here

He jeered Into the darknesa His
old horse was tethered w a tree out-
side He hesltated 8 moment. He
saw Pretty Halr's smillog face, and
falt her smooth cheek agalost his
owa. HShe loved him and had saved
his life

*‘Bah!" and he pushed his som-
brero tirmly on his head and threw
himself into the saddle ‘“‘Break
faith with an Iodien girl. Psh!
, Treachery runs in their blood. Why
think of myown?"

And the darkness swallowed him
1p.

. " - . - L

A walling cry awoke the camp
Braves scrumbled out of their tepees
and surrounded Fre Halr, who
waa torn with griefl. ¢ CAUS WaSs
8000 explaioed. Blue Jem had gone

Hole-ln-the-Head strode into their

the direction the fugitive had gone

Hole-in-the-Head, his eyes burning
with a fury his lipa ocould ox-
presa, signifcantly pointed the
same d
off like an arrow from & bow.

Hs turned to different ot of
the compass, and at his lng five

oth:r braves swe i scruss the plain,

| adlay.
L]

| amd he gave a

in each heart that oaly bhicod eculd

Whea the sun roes over the Sierras
Bilue Jem was twenty milcs from the
camp He lav down at Lhe foot of &
hill while his horse cropped the sweet
hes bage of the plam.

Over the crest of the hill came &

jhe saw the fgure outlined agaiost

the bright morolog sky.
| "An Indian, wo.” sall Blue Jem;
low whistle which
| brought his horse 0 his s de
The Nigure diew nearsr The scout
grew u easy.  le was po mawch for
his pursuer If be sbould turu out to
¢ one. He had & tomahawk White
Feather had given him, but that was
of little use in his unskilled hands
Hewasonly a8 mile away. Blue
| Jem almost beid his breath. The
Indian paused at the top of the hill
| below which the scout was lying. He
' swepl the plaip with hiseye, saw the
object of his gaze, gave & wheop, and
rushed Like a whirlwind down the
' slope
! Hlue Jem leaped oo his horse and
dashed across the plaln. The lndian,
yelllng furlousiy and trandishing his
tomahawk, came in bot pursu. b

The scout turned his bead Was
he mistskens No: it was White
Feather! What could be the mean-

| ing of this straoge pursuit? The
m+n who had helped him to escape
! wan now seeking his life

He drew in his horse, prepared for
explenation or attack As the Indlan
approa hed Hlue Jem saw that his
eyes were full of excitement and the
desire to kil He grasped his
weapon, determined to sell his life
dearly. ~

The Arapahoe cleaved the wind
with his tomahawk sod aimed a
deadly blow at the scout's head
Hlue Jem—too much astonished to
ask the meaning of thia strange con-
durt—caught the blow on his toma-
hawk, and staggered under Its fear-
ful force. The steel biades clashed
in the morning sunlight as the two
men, alope on the prairie, batiled for
their livea Blue Jem's blood was
up, but he feit his strength giving
way. He was no mateh tor the lo-
dian, who was the strongest ana
most dextrous fighter of bis tribe, but
a8 White Feather almed a crashing
blow at his head the scout caught it
on the Llade of hisaxe. The force
sent both tomahawks flying into the
alr.

Blue Jem touched his horse and
thie falthful anlmal spraog across the
plain. White Featier walted not o
recover his weapon He darted in
pursuit of his foe. For over a mille
they ran side by side, the wily scout
evading every attempt of the Indlan
to driag him from his horse

1o the distanoe culed up the smoke
of a settler’s homeatead If he could
reach it he would be safe.

The supreme moment had arrived.
The Indian freed himsel! from the
hide stirrups, put his bare feet on his
horse's back and, with a splendid
bound, allghted on the horse of his
rivaL  His arms like lightning
twisted around BlueJem's neck, and,
with a ~hort of devllsh ¢lee, he hure
him on his back. Then his elastlc
fingers clasped around his throat,
and—

Hiue jem returned to the camp,
and when Pretiy Ha: saw his life-
less body she fluog herself upon it in
a paroxysm of despalr.  White
Feather stood watching her, a grim
smile on his tase  Her tears, to him,
were like the ralndrops on the
parched prairia —Elmira Budget.

Beoomiog Extinet,

Although the dugoug Il undoubt.
edly the orig nal of thé mcrma d, her
g;me ui noyjj supple (;l the liDd as
! 80 (] iven the
-fr%n_! 3& Erlﬂho? iI'Bz dugohg
| fgrm " ing between
.EERE?%QI rihg‘ ¢ and the 3%als ARd wal-
r Like the whale the animal
bax no hind feet, but & powerful hor-
fzootal tail. It Interhr e"iir?-ﬁxl-
tles are more flexibly Jointed than
thos®e! the whale, and this 1s a dis.
tinguished characteristic beyween
. &he two anlgals  The ddgong issaid

haVé attulned alength of twenty
feet, but the usual length Is from
elght to twelve feet. In appearance
the animal resembles the sea cow.
Its upper lip Is large, thick, and
fleshy, and Its snout Is like the
trunk of asn elephant cut short
across. The rude approach to the
buman outline obecrvable In the
shaje of the head of this creature,
and the attitude of the mother while
suckilog her young, bolding It to her
vreast with one Hipper and, while
swimmiog with the other, holding
the heads of both abve water, and,
when alsturbed, suddenly diving and
displaying her fish-llge tall—these,
together with her habitual demon-
stratlons of strong maternal affec-
tlon;, probably gave rise to the fable
of the mermaid. The dugong s be-
coming rap.dly extinct.

Writing w the Queen,

The paper on which letters to
Queen Victoria are written must not
be folded. No comnuu cation which
benrs evidence of having been creased
will ever fall into ber Majesty's own
hands The proper methods s to
write on thick, glossy white paper,

| sud to d npateh the missive in an en-
velope which fts It Any folded
communication never reaches the
Queen, for the simple reacon that
she won't look at it.  All such letters
sre npened by the mistress of the
robes, and & 8 rule their contents
pever get beyond her, or, If the letter




