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TALMAGE'S SERMONX.

AN ELOQUENT DISCOURSE BY
THE BEROOKLYN PREACHER.

A Comipmrismg o Wisdom with the Most
Frovious st

e =The Valoe of Bellgion
Waurds of Sofonom -~ Lontrasts Brooght
Dt by the Text

uitilea Surpassed.

The sub eot of Dir. Falmage's sermon
last Sunday wus, Clubles Surpmsscd '
&0 Lhe text Proverbs viil, 11, “Wis
dots is better than rubies.”

You huve all seen the precious stone
Commaonly ealled the ruby. It isof
deep red color. The Bitde muskos
much of it. It glowed in the st cow
of the high priest’s bresstpiate. Un-

Knother name it stood in the wall
of theaven. Jeremiah compmres the
rubiby choek of the Nasurites to the
ruby.  FHeekisl points it out In the
robes of the king of Tyre. Four times
doos Solomon use 1t as n symhol by
whiek to extol wisdom or religlon, al-
way= setting its value as better than
rubies.

Junlities of the Muby,

The world does not sgree as to how
the precions stones were formed,  The
ancients thoug ht that smber was made
of droape of perspiration of the gorddess
Ge. The thundestone was supposed to
have drovped from s stormeloud, Tl
emeriald wins sild o have been made
of the firely. The lapis laculi was
thought to have been boru of the cry
of an Indlan gignt.  And modern min-
eralogists say that the precions stones
were made of gases and liquids. To
me the ruliby scems ke a spark from
the unvil of the setting sun.

The home of the genuine ruby is
Burmah, sod sixty miles from its it
ftal, where Hves and reions the ruler,
called < Lord of the Rubles.” Undern
careful governmental gunrd are these
valurble mines of ruby kept.  Rarely
has any fore goer visited them.. When
o riby of lurge value was sooyered,
it was  brought forth with elaborate
cercmony. s vrocession was  formed,
and, with all bannered pomp, millary
guard and princely attendants.the gom
was brought to the king's palace

Ot greeut  vidue ds the rdaby, muclk
more so thun diamond, a5 laphidirics
and jewualers will tell you.  An expant
on this subyject writes, “A ruby ol per
fect colur welghing five camits s worth
b Lhe presont day ten thioes as mach
85 a4 dlswond of egqual welght.” It
wits i disaster when © hoarlos the [Bold
io=t the ruby he wis woaring at the
buttle of Geand on n

[t was o great aMy-
once when Hudolph 1L of Austria In-
herited w ruby from his sister, the
Queen dowager. It was thought to
hinve had mueh w do with the victary
of Henrey V., as he wore it into thi
battle of Agincourt,

It s the pride of the Russiar court
to own the lnrgest raby of all the
warld, presentod by Gustavus 11 to
the Russiun Empress, Wondrous ruhy
It has electeic charncteristios, gml
there a'e lHghitnlnges ompiressid in jts
double wix sidvd prisms.  Whitt shall |
call it* It is frocen fire! [t s petritivd
Blowkd!  In all the woreld thers s only
one thing more valuable, nod  my vext
mukos the comparl on, " Wisdom s
bettor than roabues,””

But it i impossible t0 compare two
things together unliss thove dre some
points of sim larity ms woll as of Jdi e
ence. | am glad there s oothing lnok-
ing here.  The ruby is more benotiful
in the night and under the lamplight
than by vay, It s preferrad fur oves
ning adornment.  How  the  pables
rlow and burn and Aash as the llghts
L the darkness’ Catharite of Nragon
had on her fingar o ruby that fuirly
lur ternisd the night

rdohn Mandeville, the colobirated

7] wr of 40 years ago, sadd that the
Evporor of China hwd a ruby that
twoue the night as bright as day. The

proonbility is that Solowon, under gomae
Of the lamps that Homdned his eeday
Pl by pight, noticod the pocul g
piow of the ruby as v looked In the
it uf o sword, or hunge in some fold of
the apholstory, or boeautitiod the Hp of
seine cnnlice, while he was thinking nt
thes ssumes thmees of the excelloney of our
holy religion as chlefly soen in tho
night of trouble. and he eries out,
OWisdom I= better than rulios’

Whnt the Waorld Needa,

On, yos, it isa good thiog tohave pe-
Hgdon whils the sun of prosperity rides
high and everything is brelllisnt in for-
tuhe, 0 health, in worldly favor,  Yet
you ciun at such time  hardly tell how
much of it s nstuen! exoboranes anoa
how much of it 1= the grace of Gl
But let the sun set, and the shadows
avlanche the pladn, and the thick doark-
noss of slokness Or pOVerty or perseci-
ton or mental exhaustion 1 the sonl
and 00l the house aad f0 the  waorld:
then you sit down by the lam s of God's
word, wnd under its Heght the oonsdls-
tons of the gospel come outs the peace
of God which pas-oth all understand-
Ing appesrs.  You never fully appro. |-
ated thele power until In the ueep
might of trouble the Divine Lamp re-
veslod their exqulsiteness.  Poarls and
amethysts for the day, but robies for
the night.

All of the books of the Bibile attempt
in some way the sssusgement of mis.
fortung,  Of the 13 psidins of David at
least ninety allude to troable.  There
are slghings Inevery wind, and toars in
every brook, and pungs in overy heurt,
IV was originally proposed o cull the
Presldent's residance st Washington
“The Palpee" or “the Exeéoutive Man
sion, " but d@fter it wak destroyed In the
war of 1804 and rebuilt v was palnted
witlte W0 cover up the marks of the
srnoke and fre that had hlackened the
stone walls, Hence {t was called “The
White House.” Most of the ihings now
white with sttractlveness woere once
binck with disaster,

What the wor.d most needs is the
consolstory, and here It comes, our
boly religion, with both hands full of
enodynes and sedatives and balsams, as
In Danlel’s time tostop mouth leonine;
& ia Shadrach's time to cool blaat fur-

naces: a5 in Ewekiol's time to cansale
caplivity: us Iln St John's time to un
voll un apocalypse over deslis:
tions.  Hear its soothing voloe ns it
declares: “Waog F muy endure for
tonlght, but joy v sth o the worn-
Ine.” ““Phe mountains shall de P
und the hiils be moved, but my Jav.
ing kinduess shall not depart from
you,' “Whom the Lord loverh He
chasteneth *They shull HMEOr o
mwrs, nelthoer thirst sy more, nelther
shull the sun light on them, nor any
bheat, for the Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne shall lewd 1o living
fountsins of water, and God shall wipe
awity all toars from thelr eyes

The must wholesome thing on earth
I# trouble, if met in Christian spirit
To wake 'nol what he was it took
=hipwreck, and whipping oo the bare
bak. and penitontiary, anid pursust of
wild mobs, snd the sword of decapita-
ton,  To moke David what he wis it
took all that Ahithophel amd Saul and
Alsalom and Gollath sud all the Philis-
tine hosts could do against him. It
touk Hobert Chambers’ malformation
of feet to make him the literury con-
GHerDr.

It was bereavement that brought
Willlam Huworth of Wesley's  time
from wickedness 1o an ovangs)ism that
won many thousands for Heaven, The
world would never have known what
hesroic stufl Ridley was madeof had not
the fires been kindled around his feet,
andl not liking their slow work he eried:
“l cannot burn, Let the fire come to
e, | cannot burn,”  Thank God
there are goms that unfold their hest
glories under the lamplight! Thank
Godd for the runy!

Soloimon Was Right

Moreover. | sm sure that Solomon
wis right in suying that religion or
wisdom s better thun eubles, from the
fact that o thing is worth what it will
foteh, Roligion will fetch.  Religion
will feteh solid hinpy, pess. and the
ruby will not.  in wll your olservation
did you cver find & person thoroughly
felicitated by aninerustment of jewels”
As vou know more of yourself than
any one else, wre vou  happier now
with worldly adornments unil suceesses
thatn betore you won tneim?  Does the
pheture thint cost you hundrods or thou-
sunds of dollars on vour wall bring
Yo as mivich sutisfaction us Vhe engriy-
ing thot at the axpenke of &5 Wwas hianye
upon the wall when you first bogan
km';t h-i'l-t-.‘

Doull the cutlery apd rare pilate
that ¢ ltter on your extension dining
tabile, surrosnded by flattering Huosts,
contnin. more of roal hllss thdh the
poain ware of your fisst able, at which
satl only two? Does s wardrobs crowded]
with comtly uttive give you more satis-
fsetion 1.?11!!1}:1.1]' first clothes elost
with Its four or five peos Did net the
plain ring =et on the thied Nnger of
your left hand on the day of vour be
brothal give wore glidness than the
riihy that iy now enthroned on the
thivd Hnzer of your right hand =

Ifin this Journey of life we have
learned  wnyvthing, wo have lewroged
that this world neither with (ts emaoly-
ments nor pains can satisfy the soul.

My

Martyrs to Duty.

| There is alds something in the deop
carmine of the ruby that suggrests the
sueritice on which our whole sysler o
rellgion dopends.  While the vmerald
suggosts the meadows, and the sap-
phire the skics. and the opal the soq,
the ruby suggests the biood of sopi-
fico. The most smphatic and staet-
ling of all colors hath the ruby,
Solomon, the suthor of my text, knew
wllabout the swerifioe of lamb and dove
on the alturs of thoe temple, and e
Knew the meaniog of siweriticial blood,
and what othier precions stone coud ho
B0 Wl e Yo symbolize it as the ruly?
Red, intonsely rod, red as the biowsd of
the groatest murtyre of all tlme
Inive the story of
Lhseroeitixion ot of the Bible wod
the doetrine of the mtonvment our  of
our rellcion, and there would be poth-
g of Chirlstinnity left for gur worship
O our sdmiration

Why showld it be hard to adopt  tha

Jesus

of the conturjes

Bl thvon v iha! our redemption wais
mirchased. by Blooid? What  grent
whthgw ovor sprang  Its aeches,  whisd

temple ever roneed 118 Indepondenes:

WL ety pook] wus Bver done withs
out sgcrifioe of He? hegreat won ter
of the world, the brldes that unites
the=o two cltion, cost the lile of the

Hist architect.  Ask the shipyards of
Ulgegow and New York how many car-
wentors went down under neeldepts
wlore the stonmor wus lgunohed: ask
the threo groat teanseontinental ruall-
roads how many In thelr counstraction
ware bpeled under crumbling embank-
tients or crushicd under timbers or do-
stroysd by the powder biast
Tabultte the statistics of how many
mothors have been martyves 1o i
eradle of sick children. Tell us how
many mon sacrificod  pervi el muse e
snd brain and life in the effurt wo s
port thelr housoliolds, Tell me how
muny men in FEogland, In France, In
Gormany, in Italy, In  the [Unlted
Blates, have divd for their oty
Viewrious sufforing s as old us the
world, but the most theblling, the
most startling, the most stupondons
miserilice of all thme  and oternity wis
on i blut! back of Jerusalem whion ane
Being wok npon him olf the sins, the
wgonies, the perdition of & great multi-
bude that oo wan cun nombe e botweon
1Zo'vlock of a darkenod noon and 3
Lo'clock In the afternoon, mirchasing
Chiee pursom of w ruined world,
Dive In all the seas, oxplore all the
mles, crowbar all the mountains,
view all the crowned Jewels of all the
emperors, and find me any  gom that
| van so gverwhelmingly symbolize that

manrtyedom ws the ruby, Mark you,
thers are many gems that e sopes
what like the ruby. S0 s the gor-
nelinn, o is Lhe gurmet, so s thespinel,
#0 is the bulus, 8o the gems brought
from umong the gravels of Ceylon and
New South Wales, but there s only
one genuine ruby, and that comes from
the mine of Burmab. And there is
only one Christ, and He comes from
Heaven. One Redeemer, ono Hansom,
one Son of God, only “'one nemo given
under heaven nmong men by which we
cun bo xaved."

Ten thousand timea 10,000 besutiful

iniitations of that ruby, but ouly one
ruby. Christ Lsd no deseondsng.
Lhrist had no counterpar In the
Hltenl up prandeur and glory and love
and svtpathy of his charseter he is
tha locomparable, the Infinite Onpe!
The only wice God, our savioar®
Let all Benrts, all homes, all times, afl
alernities, how low el

rrice of the Gospel., e

Tn olden timos Scotland was disturbed
by frecbhooters dnd pirates.  Torid the
seas und ports of these desporudoes,
the hero William Walluce fitted out s
merchant vessel, bhut filled with armed
menand put out 1o sen. The piratos,
with thelr Nag Inscribed of & death s
head, thinking they would got aneasy
prize, bore down upon the Scottish
morchantman, when the armed men of
Wallsee  bourded the craft of the
plrates and put them in chaios und then
sailed for port under the Seotel )
fiying. Andso our souls, ss=ailed
sin und death and hell, through Christ
ari rescucd, und the black flag of sin
is torn down, aml the striped flag of
the cross is holstel.  Blessed be God
for any sigu. for any signal, for any fire-
clous stone, that veings to mind the
price for such o rescue!

I like the coral, for it seems the
a0 dditied fowm of breskers, and | ll,g

the jasper. for it gsthers seven D

goiors tnto its bozom, und I like the jet,
for it comprosses the shadows of 1y

« Him' Le¥ millions whom | r,:..-.- 1

His nner by lifted in all our souls® &t whom | huve aln

God tmny we all meet.  For | confess o
You 1hul my ehie!l dogire for Heaven is
not Lhe radienos, or, W0 take tie sl-

L

it

€ Lhe soere

on of the text, ool the rubesience

My ono ea of Heaven
o meet old fFends, God,
Iriend, and our sarthly fricnds
Blready transported.  Ave, to mest the

Ver seen, but

i3 the pilpe v
our bwst

nitered in the

| gospal week by week through journal-

Ism oon both sldes of the sea, and

thronghout Christendomn, wnd through
many lands yet scémibarbaric
A Mighty Auodienee.

For the last twenty-three vears

every blast of in ustice sgainst me has

|

muitipivd my ronders all the world

over, and the present malignane
printied and uttered beesuse our < h‘ir’(.‘gl'

! ‘
18 In fnuncial strugele after having

| WO great structures destroyed by fiee |

| and were compelled 1o bulld three
laree churchos [ say the present out-
FRECOUS injustions in some (uairters will
multiply my audience inall lunds if [
i Beep in good humor and not fight
hack.

| YA pentleman tappen)
Ushoulder summer  efore Inst om a
street of Fdinburgh, Seotland, and
sald, 1 live inthe =hetlung Islnnds.
|I\'u"t.h of Secotland, and, | read your
| permons every Sghbath to ao audience
of neighbors, and my  brother lives in
Cape Town, South  Afriea, and he
reads thom every sabluth toan audi-

me on the

midnights, and | like the chryoprase’ @0ce of his noighbors.™ And | hoar

beesuse its purple is Humined with &
amull heavon of stars, and |
chrysolite for its waves of color which
B on lire ’
ing 50 impresses me as the ruby, for i§
deplets, it typifies; it suggests The
biood of Jesus Christ that cle
from all sin.” Without the shedding
of blood there is no romission. ' ¥
Solomon was right when o my text-he
sidd, “Wisdom is better than  rubles, ™
To bring out & contrust that =
Hlustrate my text, | put before  you
two last earthly seenes. The one is in
4 roomw with eubles, but ne roligion
and the othoer inw room with religion,
baft to ribies You enter 1he first
coum, where an afluent  wnd wul‘!dlﬁ
man is about toguit this life, There
w rihy on Phe mantel, possthly am
Lthe vases, Thears jsuy by inthe head-

dross of the
On the tinger ol the dying man the*
lBaruby. The pre-enve of these
bites tmplies opulenes of ol kinas The
pictures on the walls ame: helrlooms or
the trophies of Kuropean travel, The

But this morninge nothe

and now say to the furty millions of the

like the RN 10 whose eves thisse words COmie,

thut one of my deirest anticlpations is
0 meet them in Heaven, Ah, that
| will be Better than rubies

= <Loming ap from different continents.,

from @Merent hemisphores, from op-
L posite sides of the earth, to greot ench
other in holy love In the pressnce of
IMtha lorious Christ who made it 1os-
| Blble for us to gt thoere, G sins all
y [®rdonel, our sorrows all banishd,
'nt ver o weep, never to |-.lu'1, HeEver w
dies I rell vou that will be bettorthan
rubles.
And thg thrones, wnd thelsesplers: give
U8 o own friedds back again, Christ,
‘the fifend who sticketh closer than a

Others may have the erowns, |

' \ - |
brother, ' and all the kindred who have

gone up from one boesf
o-80d all our frionds whom we hive

roondy wife y | Dover-yet seon, and you muy have all

| the rubles, for that will Be “lnitter
than rubles.”
| elastend of the dying kiss when they

OOkl &0 pale and wah and  sick. it
' ®oub b the kiss of weleome on lips

curtains are (rom foreign looms, Thé I JAWlany with ~ong, while standing on

rugs are from Dumaseds or Cwlro, The ! s :
onsn  apd  Wnder ceilings hung with what glory,

sOfts  wre  stufed  with
yuletude,  The rocking chairs roll
lawkward and forwiard on lollabies,
The pillows are  exquisitely  embeoids
ored.  All the appointments of the

PO B A peroration o i, successfulg) 1‘*

commoraisl or professional e 1.0
the mwan has no religion, never has
had  and never professed 1o Bave,
Chere is nova Bible or one religions
ok in the roomn,

The departing mian feels that his
carthly carver s enued, and nothing
opens beyond, Where he will tand
stepplng off from this life s o mys
tery, or whethior he will land. at all,
for It may bo annibilation. He has no
praver to oler, and he does o know
how to pray. No hopy of mocting
syain in another state of existence, He
is through with vhis lHfe und is sues of

no othere The by on the man-
téd mhd  the ruby on fhe wited
fnger of the departing one suy  noth-
ing of the ragsoming blood which

they somightilly typlly. 5o furas ol
g solac s or tHamination to & doep
bag splrvit, they are a ded fal

Miduight of ut

T e s p) oM |||-|-{.-.
on-ull the seem

Botter Than Kulbes,

Another room of morta! axit, Be-
Heglon and  no rubjes She nevier hnd
money enoug b W buay one of those ex
yuisites Sometinos she stapped at a
Jewoler's show window and saw n row

of them imeharmdining the velvel, She
hod Keen: taste enough o wppreelats
Lhosa goems. DUl she pover owted ono
of thesn She was not
bappy  bWecmuse OUhees hgd roldes wiile
sl bl none it she
terelsure, and that was the

Coond thut ha

SU= =

Lhisd & richor
‘e of

comitorted hor slong the

WY g bepcavements ann  tempta
s ond persecutioss and sk ness and
ations and triaks of alisors Now

she s going oot of 1ile

The roumis birlghit, novwith pletures
op statues,  dot with upholstepy, not
with sy of the gems Of mowr G
af sed, bt there i a atbunge and vivid
glow In the room. Not the Hebt of
chandaller or star or noonday sun, bt
something that outshines ol of them.
It must be the presence of supoe
naturads,  From hee Hlumingted Taee
I think she must Dear  swost
Yen, ghie docs hewr sweot
veness of  departed i
aprostislie s prophetic gnd evangolie,
bt all of them overpowered Ly thias
voloe of Chrelst, sayving, “Come, ya
blessed of my Fathor, inherit the King-
o

From ber umioed faco, | think she
must hear rapturous  muosie You, she
doos hear rapturons music, now soft 4s
solos. no thupderous @s  orcliostias
now w suintly voloe alone, now the hun-
drod mmd forty and lonr thousap |
coneert.  From her llumined face, |
think she mu-t Lreathe redolenoe,
Yea, sho dogs inhinle the aroma from
OfF the garilens whose flowers novire
wither nnd from the hlossoms of op-
vhards, every tree of whioh bours
twelve manner of feoit. From  her
iHumined fwes, T vhink sho mu 1 see g
glovious sight,  Yos, she sees the wall
thut hus jaspor ot the buse sl am-
ctliyst ut the top sod blowd rod rubles
between,  Goodby, sweet soul! * Why
should you longer stay” Your work
ull done, your buridons all careivd, your
tears all wept! Forward into the light!
Up into the joy! Out into the grani-
eurs.  And after you have saluted
Christ and  your kindred, sonrch out
nlm of the paluces of Lebanon cedar
and tell him that you have fo.nd
to be gloriously Leue what thousands
of years ngo he neserted In this morn-
ing's text, "Wisdom is better than
ribies."

In those burnished palaces of oup

riud, soloos

Hoo paved with what exquisitoness,

| Bgulided by walls faciny vs with what
caglondop! amid  gladness rolling over
s with what doxology —far better, in-
ol ely o Wsitor, everlastingly better
x] r.uhh,-.-:

It Was a Nlee souvenir,

A wedding which oecurred a short
time ago in Clne unatl, or a4t one of
her eautifal suburbs, was the k-
iy of wgood story,  The groom was
L nlee young fellow of good  hablts,
dmb tious, ete,, but poor.  Finsnclal-
Iy the brive was In the same boat
suech a mateh created wnch  gos-ip,
but n4 one had any esp cidl  interest
bevond the two directly coneernoed.
A gentleman who knew them both
wished o ke them o trifling  pres-
ent.  He was limited in purse also,
but u jewelor belped Hlm out.

“Why not give thew a souvenir
spoon®'’ suid the jew ler.  »We hnve
lots of pretty designs Some with
Shakspearean moltoes are  very suit-
abie. ™

“All rght,™ sud  the purchaser,
Yput one up toos niee bittle box for
me "

It was done and the gentlemen
sent Lhe prosent, cotseious of a pleass
ant duty well dune Now the Tunny
part of It was n the quotation.
When the bride wits lonkiag ouver the
presents, and they were gumerous,
Lhoueh not extravagant in cost, she
examined the sposn

“Why., HMarry," =he
vwhat an odd present

exclilmed,
Irom M o

It's o =hakspedrean sotvenit spoon,
with the quotution What fools
these  mortals be I don't think

Lthat's very nice, do yous"

SN0 sand Harry, *but as he has
been warried twenty years mayhe he
Knows more about it than we do "

The giver of the gift gave the jew-
cler f1ts for bis Uladvised selection,
It e sald “1us all rhght anyhow.
The jeweler hits the nail vu the head,
if he did hit b (o the dark
nati Tribune

Embnarrassing.

Mark Twiln tells thud the story of
his fest great London  banguoer,  at
which, by the way, there were eight
Or nlne hundred guests,  He admits
that not having been ased  to that
kind of dinner, he felt somewhat
lotivsome

The Lord Mayor, or somebady, read
out a list ol the ehief guests  before
we hegan to eat. When he camne to
provunent names.
would applaud.

households, |

|

|

Cincin- I

the other guests

|
I found the mwian next we rather a

#ood talker.
Interesuing sulect,  there was 1 tre
mendous clappiog of hands. T had
hardly ever heard such applpuse he-
fore. I straighrencd up and set to
clapping with the re't, and I noticed
# good many people round  aboul me
fixing thelr attention on wme, and
fome of them langhing In a triendly
and encouraging way. I moved about
In my chalr, and clapped louder thun
ever.

' “'"Who s 1t" 1 asked
man «n my right.

! “Samuel Clemens, better known

| In Engiand as Mark Twain," ha re-

| plied.

| 1 stopped clapping. The life secmed

- to go out of me. 1 never wasin such
A fix In all my days

the genile-

Just as we gat up an |

~--THE-—

COMMERCIAL  BANK.

[ESTABLISHED 1888.]

Harrison, Nebraska.

B. E. BrxwsTLR,
President,

C. F. Corrzs,
Vice-President.

D. H. GRISWOLI), Cashier.

AUTHORIZED CAPITAL. $50 000.

Transacts a General Banking Business,

CORRESPONDENTS:

AMEnOAN ExcHaxaR NaTIONAL BaNg, New York,
Ux.TED STATES NATIONAL BiNE, Omaha,
Fmst Namional Basg, Chadrom.

Interest Paid on Time Deposits.

" DRAFTS SOLD ON ALL PARTS OF EUROPE.

THE PIONEER
P harmacy,

J. E. PHINNEY, Proprietor,

Pure Drugs, Medicines, Paints,

Oils and Varnishes.

L@ ARTISTS' MATERIAL @ BRUSHES,

School Supplies.
Pre~criptions Carefully Compounded
Day or Night.

SIMMONS & SMILEY,

Harrison, Nebraska,

Real Estate Agents

)

Have a number of bargains in

choice land in Sioux county.

Parties desiring to buy or sell rea}
estate should not fail to
call cn them.

School Lands
leased, taxes paid for
non-residents; farms rented, eto.

CORRESPONDENTS SOLICITED.




