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TALMAGE'S SERMON.

AN ELOQUENT DISCOURSE ON
SHORTENED LIVES,

Too Mueh Time Npout Is » Panegyric of
Losgerity—The Trmp of
—Lompeasations of Deuth - Th: Worth of
& Cloar Consclonce.

Batween Two Yiam,
In she forenoon service at the Brook-
lyu Tabornacle Sundsy, Rev. Dr. Tal-
e presched on the subject of
“shortoned Lives or, w Cheerful Good-
o 860" The text selected was
Issish lvii, I, **The righteous is taken
away from the evil W come,”
¢ have written for the last time st
the head of our letters and  bLusiness
documents the figures 1861, With this
dauy closes the yoar, In Junusry lust
we colebrated its birth, To-day we at-
tend its olwequies. Another twelve
months have beencut out of our enrthly
contiousnce, snd it is & time for ab-
sorbing reflection,

We all spend muoch time in panegeric
of longevity, We consider 1t a great
thing W live to be an octogenarian, 1f
any one dies In youth, we sy, “What

a pityl"" Dr. Muhlenberg in ol Ilgf:|

d thet the hymn written in eurly
1ife by his own hand no more sxprossed
his sentiment when it said,

I would not live slways,

It one be pleasantly eireumstancod,
be never wants to go. Willlum Cullen
Bryanot. the great poot, at 52 yoars of
age, standing in my house in a Testal
group reading “Thanatopsis ' witiout
spectacies, was just as anxlous to live
uE when at 15 years of age ho wrote
the immortal threnody, Cuto feared
al *0 years of age that he would not
live W learn Gresk. , Monald eseo st
115 yoars, writing the history of his
time. feared & collapse,  Theophrastus
writing a book at %0 years of age was
unxions to live to complete it Thur-
low Woed at about R yenrs of age
found life us grest o desirability as
when he snoffed out his tiest politician.

Albert Burnes, so well  proparod for
the next world, at 70 said he would
rather stay here. So it is all the way
down. I suppose that the lust time
Muthuselah was out of doors in ustorm
ho was afraid of getting his feet wot
lest It shorten his days. Indeed |
some time ago preached a sermon on
tie blessings of longevity, but in this,
the last day of 1=05, snd when many
are filled with sadness ot the thought

that another chapter of their life is |

closing, and that they have 365 days
less to live, | propose to presch to you
about the advantages of anabbreviated
eurthly existencs,

Todustry Inculeated.

If 1 wers an agnostic, | would say a
man ls blessed in proportion to the
number of years he can stuy on “‘terra
firma, " hecause after thut he falls off
the docks, and if he ls evor ploeked ot
ol the depths it s only to e set up in
some morgue of the universe to sec if
aoybody will claim him.  If | thought
God mude mun only 10 last forty or
fifty or one hundred years, and then
he was to go into annibilation, T would
sty his chiel business ought to be o
keep alive and even in good weather
to be very cautious, and to carry an
umbrella and take overshoes and life
preservers  and bronse  armor and
weapons of defense last hoe fall off into
nothingness and obliteration.

But, my friends, you are not wgnos-
ties,  You belivve In lmmortality wnd
the eternal residence of the right-
eous in Heaven, and thevelors | first
remark that an sabbrevisted carthly
existence I8 to bo desired. and is &
blesring because it mukes one's life
work very compact.

Some men go to business st 5 o'clock
in the morning and return at 7 in the
evening. Others go at % o'clock and
roturn at 12, Others go st 10 und re-
turn ut 4, | have (rlends who are ten

hours s day in business, others who are |

five hours, others who are one lour
They wil do their work woll—they do
their entire work, and then they re-
turn. Which position do you think
the mokt desirable?  You say, other
things being equal, the man who |4
the shortest Ume detained in business
and who can return home the quick-
est is the most blessed.

Now, my friends, why not carey that
good sense into the subject of transtor-
ance from this world? If a person die
in childbood. he gots through his work
at  o'clock in the morning. If he die
ut 15 yoars of age, he gots through his
work at 12 o'clock noon.  [f he die at
70 years of age, he gets through his
work at §o'clock In the afternoon. |1
he die st %0, he hasto toll all the way
on up 10 Il o'clock at night. The
wooner we get through our work the
better. The hervest nll in barenck or
burn. the (armer does not it down in
the stubble field, but. shouldering his
scythe and taking his pitcher from
under u tree, he mukes o stealght lne
for the old homestead. All we want
1o be anxious about is to get our work
done and well done: the quicker the
hetter,

Again, thero is a blessing in an ah-
reviated earthly existence in the fuct
that moral dissster might come upon the
man if be tarvied long. A man who

ad bean prominent in churches, and
who had been admired for hix generos-
ity and kindnoss everywhere, for
forgery waa sent to  State Prison  for
tifteen yoarn, Twunl_\;.geln before
there wiks no more prababilivy of that
man's commiiting a commercial dis-
hopesty than thet you will commit =
commorcial dishonesty. The number
of men who fall into ruin between fifty
and '“'"“f enrs of mge is simply ap-

lling. [f they had died thirty years
e, It wouli have been better for
them and better for their familles,
SFhe shorter the voyage the less chance
for a eyclone.
Porils of Nuccrsa.

ie & wrong theory sbroad that
umnut be right, his old age

will be t. You might us wall
et wathing. for & ship

: o got launc
on the Oossn. | S0me-

Iﬁ-nnkod those who wers school-

mates or college mates of some great
defrsuder: “What kind of a boy was
he? What kind of voung man was
he?" and they have ssid: ““Why, he
was & solend(d fellow. | had no ldea
be could ever go inw such an out-
rage.” The fact is the grest temptu-
tivn of life pometimes comes far on in
midlife or in old age.

The first time | crossed the Atlantic
Ocean it was as smooth sa 8 millpond,
snd | thought the sea captaing una the
voyagers hud slandered the old ocean,
and I wrote home un essay for 8 mage-
zine on ““The Smile of the Sea.” but |
pever afterward could have written
that thing, for before we got home we
| got & terrible shaking up. The first
| voyage of life may be very smooth: the

last may be & euroclydon. Many who
| start life in great prosperity do not end
it in prosperity.
| The great pressure of temptation !
cotmes sometimes in this direction: At |
nbout 45 years of sge @ man's nervous
| system changes, and some one tells
him he must take stimulants to keep |
himself up, and ho takes stimulants to |
keep himaself up until the stimulants |
[ keep him down. or o man has been go- |
| Ing along for 3 ar 40 years in unsue-
Ceessful bustness, und here is an open- |
ling where by one dishonorable action
he can it himsell and lift his family |
from all financial embarrassmont.  He
"attempts to leap the chasm, and he
falls into 1. !

Then it is in after life that the Ereut |
temptation of success comes. [ a man
make a fortune before 30 years of age,
he generally loses it befors 40, The
| solid and the permanent fortunes lor
[ the most purt do not come to their
| climux until midlife or in old sge. The

most of the bank prosidents have white
| hair. Many of those who have been |
| lnrgely successful have been full of ar- |
{roganae or worldliness or dissipation |
inold age. They may have lost their If
integrity, but they have become so
| worldly and so seifish under the in.
| Huenee of large suocess that it is ovi-
dent 1o everyboly that theitr suceess
| hus been a temporal calumity and so
| eternal damage.

If & soldior who has been oo guard,
shivering and stung with the eold,
[ pacing up and down the parspet with

shoulderad musket, is glad wien some
one comes to relleve gaard and he ean
go inalde the fortress, ought not  that
man W shout for joy who cuan put down
his weapon of ourthly defense and go
linto the King's custle” Who is the
more fortunste, the soldier who has
to stand guard twelve hours, o the
mun who has o stand ruard six hours?
We have common sense about every-
thing but religion, common sense
about everything bot  transtovence
from this world.
The Fall to Come.

Again, there is a blessing in un ab- |
breviated surthly existence in the fuct
that one cscapes wo many bereave |
ments.  The longer we live the more
attachments and the more kindred, the
mure chords to bo wounded or rasped
or sundered.  If a man live on 1o 70 or
HU years of age, how many graves are
cleft at his feet?  In that long reach
of time father and mother go, ﬁmt hers
and sisters go, children go, graudehil-
dren go. personal frisnds outside the
family vircle whom they had loved
with a love like that of David and Jon-
athan

Bealdes thatsome men huve o natoural
lmr}.dutum about dissolution. and ever
and auon duriog 40 or ¥ or 80 years this
horror of thelr dis olntion shudders
throug i sonl aud body.  Now, suppose
the lnd goes at 16 yewrs of age. He es-
capes ) funerals, S0 caskets. S0 obwe-
quies, Wawful wrenchings of the Heart,
(s hsed enough for us to bear their
departure, but is it nol easier for us to
bear theie departure than for them 1o
stay and bear M departures?  Shall we
"not, by the grace of God, rotse our-
selves into o generosity of bereave-
muent which will practically say, ‘1t is
hwed enongh for me to go through this
borenvement, but how glad | am thut
he will never huve to go through it

50 [ reason with mysell. and so0 you
will find it helpful to resson with your-
selves, David lost his son. Thoigh
David was King, he lay on the earth
mourning and inconsolihle lor some
time. At this distence of time, which
do you really think was the one o be
congratulated. the short tived child or
the long lived father? Hwxd  David
died as early us thuat child died, he
would in the fiest place have oscapid
that particular heceavemont, then  he
wonld have escaped the worse bercave-
ment of Absalom, his recrennt son,
wnd the pursait of the Philistines, and
the fatigues of his military campaign,
and the jealousy of Saul, and the per-
fily of Ahithophel. and the curse of
shimei, snd the destroction of his
fumily at Ziklag, wsnd, sbove all, he
would have sscaped the two great  cn-
lumities of his life, the great sios of
uncleanness and murder.  Duvid lived
to B of vast use to the church and the
world, but so far as his own happiness
was concerned, doos it nol seem to you
that it would have been better for im
1o have gone early”

Now, this, my trieods, explains spme
things that to you have beon inoxplica-
ble. ‘This shows you why when God
wakes [ttle ehibldeen from a household
he is very npt to take the brightest,
the most genial, the most sympathetie,
the most twlented.  Why* It is be-’
ciuse that kKind of miturs suffers the
most when it does soffer and  is  most
Hable to temptation.  Gidd saw the
tempost swoenping u|’|. from the € n-
| ribbesn, and he put the delicate cralt

into the first harbor, “Taken sway
| from the ovll to come.”

| Again. my [riends, thers is & bless-
Cng in an abbreviated earthly oxist-
| euce in the fact that it puts one sooner
In the center of things. All sastion- |
omorw, infidel, ws well ss Chrlstian,
ngree in balleving that the universe
awings sround somo greal venter, Any |
one who hes stuoied the earth and
studied the heavens knows that God's
favorite figure ww;r is & cirele. |
When put His hand to creato |

the universs, He did pot strike that
hand st right but He waved It
in & circle und kept on waving it in &

and galazios and all workds took that |

I $tagnant, all it

metion. Our planet swinging around
the sun, other planet: wlnfi.ng aroucd
other suns, but somewhere'sgreat hub
around which the 'grem'whacl of the
universe turns. Now, that center is
Heaven. That is the capital of the
universe. That is the great metropo-
lis of immensity,
Koowiedge at first Hasds

Now, does not our common sense
tosch us that in matters of study it is
better for us to move out from the
center  toward  the eircumfersnce
rather than o be on the circumf{erence,
where our world now is* We are like
those who study the American con-
tinent while standing on the Atlantic
beach. The way t study the con-
tinent is to cross it or go o the heart
of it. Our standpoint In this world is
defective. We ave at the wrong end
of the telescope. The best way to
study u picee of machinery is not
stand on the doorstep and try to look
in, but to go in with the engineer and
take our pluce right amid the sawsand
the eylinders.  We wear our eyves ont
and our brain out from the fret that
we are  studving under such  grost
disad vantages

Does not our common sense teiach s

thut it is better to be at the center !

than to be clear out on the rim of the
wheel, holding nervously fast to the
thee lest we e suddenly huried  into
light and eternsl feliciy”  Through
ull kinds of optical instruments trying
to peer in through the eracks und the
keyholes of heaven airaid thar  poth
toors of the colestial mansion will be
switng widse open before our entranved
vision - rushing  about amone the
apothecary =hops of this world. won-
dering if this is good for rhenmatism,
and that s good for neuralgin wnd
something else s good for a bad congh,
lest we be suddenly ushered into o land
of everlusting health, where the in-
habitant never says, 1 am sivk.”
What fools we all are 1o prefer the
circumference 1o the center. Whit &
drewdiul thing it would be if we should
be guddenly usliered from this wintey
world into the Maytime orchavls of
Heaven, and il our puuperism of sin
il sorrow should be suddenly  broken
up by a presentation of an Emperor's
custle,  suprounded by oarks  with
springing fountalos and paths up and
down which angels of God walk wwo

| and two!

We stick 1o the world 4s though we
preferred cold drizale 1o warm  habita-
tion. diseord 10 cantatn, =uackeloth 1o
rovil purple  #s though we  proferced
# plano with four or hve kevs oun of
tane to an istroment  fally attonoed
as though earth nnd Honven had  ex-
changed wppare! and sxrth had taken

on bridal aerny ang Heaven had gone |

into deep mourning, gl s walers
harps broken, all
chalices crocked at the dry  wells, all
the lawns sloping to the river plowed
with gravel, with dead angels under
the furrow, Oh, | want to bresk up
my own infatustion. and | want to
break up vour infatuation for this
world, [ tell you if we are ready, and
if our work is done, the sooner we go
the better, and ifthere are blessings in
longevity, | want you to know right
will there wre wlso blessings in an ab-
hrevinted carthly existence.

A Foriunute Escape.

If the spirit of this sermon Is true,
how consoled you onght to feel about
membors of vour fumilies that went
erly. “Taken from the evil to come, ™
this book says.  What a fortanate es-
cape they had!  How glwd we sught to
feel that they will never have to go
through the st ggles whivh we have
had to go through, They had  just
time enough to get out of the cradle
and ran up the springtime hils of this
world and =ee how it looked, and then
they started for s better stopping
pluce. They were like ships that put
inut 8t. Helena, staying there long
enough w lot Pussergers go ujp dand sec
the barracks of Napoleon's captivity
wnd then holst suil for the port of {heir
own nutive lal,  They only wok this
world “in teansite.” 1t is havd for s,
bt it is hlessed for them.

And if the spirit of this sermon is
true, then we ought ot to go around
sighing and grouning because anot her
yoar has gone.  But we ought 10 go
down on one Knee by the milestone
wod ses the letters and thaok God that
we are 65 miles pearer home. We
ought not 0 go around with worhid
!m?li.nm- about onr health or about an-
ticipmted demlse. We ought to be
Hving, not secoraing tothat pld maxim
which [ used 1o hear in my  boyhood.

{ that you must live as though every

day were the last: you must live us
though you were to live lorever, for
you will. Do not b nervous lest yon
have to move out of & shanty lato an
Alhrmbra.

On Christmus morning one of my
nelghbors, an old ses captain, died.
After life had departed, his face was
Hluminated as though he was just  go-
ing into barbor,  The fact was, he had
alrondy cot through the “Narrows. '
In the adjoining room wers the Christ-
mas presents waiting for his distribo-
tion. lang ago, one night, when he

had nurrowly escaped with his ship |

from belong run down by a great ocean
stommer, he had made his peace  with
God, and a kloder neighbor or w betror
man you would not find  this side of
Heaven, Withoul & moment's warn-
ing the pilot of the bheavenly harbor
hud met him just off the lightship.

The captain often talked 1o me of the
govdness of God, and especially of o
time when he was wbout to go in New
York harbor with Wis ship from Lver-
pool, and he was suddenly Improssed
that hé ought to put back to ses. Un-
dor the protest of the crew and under
their very Lthreat, he pul back 1o sea,
fearing at the same time he was losing
his mind, for it seemed »o unressonable
that when they could get into harbor
that night they should put back to ses,
and the captain said o his mate, **Yon
will call me at 10 @’clock at night,"

At 12 o'clock at niﬁhl the caplain
was aroused and sald:  ““What does
this mean” I thought | told you to
vall me ot 10 o'clock, and hero it in 12"
“Why," said the mate, "'l did call you
st 10 o’clock, and you got up, |

elrela untll systems and oonstellations | sround and told me to keep right on | around the house, the better he

this same course for iwo hours. apd

then o call you st 12 o'clock.” Haid
the captain: “Is it possible? | have
Bo remembraoce of that. ™

At 12 o clock the cavtain went on
deck, and through the rift of the cloud
the moonlight fell upon the sea and
showed hrm & shipwreck with 100
struggling passengers. He helped
them off,. Had he been any earlier or
uny later at that point of the sea he
would huve been of no service 1o those
drowning people. On bosed the cap-
Win's vesee! they began to band to-
gether as to what they should lpny lor
the rescue snd what they should * pay
for the provisions. “Ah,” ssays the
captuin, “my lads, you can't ¥y me
anvihing, All | have on board Is your -,
| feel too grestly honorved of God .
having saved you to take any payi¥
Just like kim.  He never gol any pay
except thut of his own spplauding con-
seenee,
| Oh, that the old sca captain’s God
might be my God And yours. Amid
the stormy seas of this [ife way we
hll\l.'lil\l-'u.&'- BOLLE e a8 h_'ndi'r!:" to
take core of us e the captain took
care of the drowniog crew and the pas-
| sengervs. And may we come into the
hasrbor with us Hitle physicul pain and
with as belght & nope s hie hud, and
(it should happen 1o be a ¢ hristmas
cmorning when the presents are being
| distrib .hHI and we wre celebrating the
P hirth of Mo who ewne o save our
shipwreoked world all the better, for
whit  grandey, heighter Christings
present could we have than Heaven®

The Astronomer and the Tailor.

*Lessel, the celeliratod g8troaoiner
and professor at the  niversity of

c hongsherg, Lill his  wwentietn year
| Was i clerk In 4 mercantile house gt
| Biremen, where be devored the whole
of his lelsure to the study of that
yseience which sulse juently rendered
his name European. By his mercan-
| tile enagements he had acquired a
 knowledge of wunulfactures and a
Liste tor elegance and neatness in bis
[ wardrobe

Family affair having called him for
a short tuoe to Leipsie, during  the
great Michaelmas fair, while saunter-
ing  there amongst theé nuamerous
stalls, and looking at the wvarious
articles exposed for siale with the eye
of & cannoisseur, he was struck by
the veauty and pattern of a pece of
new fabricated cloth, which had just
becn  patented at  Bradford, and a
stnall sampie of which had been sent
Lo Leipsic  Bessel at one: hought a

} few yaras for 4 coat

Un his return home he sent for his

Veallor, and showlng him the cloth,
the latter admired the article, but
declared that  the quantity procure:d
was not suflicient,  Hessel knew per-
fectly well that he could not get  at
Konigsburg the stull required and in
his despair be sent for another tailo,
who declared the quantity uite suf-
Heient, and actualiy brought io a tow
davs th - coatl, to Lthe entire satisfac-
Hon of the astronomer.

O his walk 1o the university one
worning, 4 school boy pussed him with
his books under his arm, and clad o
4 jackel of the very same pattern and
cloth he was so proud of. Stopping
the lad. he ioguired of him to whom
he belonged. and was not a livtle
surprised that the father was the
very tallor who hiad made him the
coat.  Thers was no doubt that the
tatlor had found the quantity ample
enough to cut out of the excess i
Jacket for hus hoy.

He asked the boy to accompany
him home for & few minutes, whence
ne sent for his first tallor. The lat-
Ler having arrived, he wld him
look @t the coat and the jacket of the
by, and say whether loth were made
out of one and the same piece. The
tallor having affiraed the fact, Hes-
sel tola him that the boy beloaged 1o
the tallor who had actually made
him the coat.

“And now 1 ask you, my good fel-
Jow," continted the professor, ina
serious tone, “*how comes it that you
thought the guantity Insufclent
even for my own coatl, while your
vrother ta lor found it enough to
' spare something for his boy. How
do you explain that, man*”

*In the most simple way, your
honor. My Fritz 1= several luches
taller and bigger tnan his bhoy."

The Biter Bit

A new story is told of Oliver Wal-
 lon, who in his day was the greatest
dealer in good horses near Hoston.
Cin une occasion he came into Maline
and bought an “extra good” horse fon
one hundred doliars. The horse-
| ireeder was one of the piggardly
' kind, and asked:

“How are you going to lead the
horse away?"

SWith that halter, to be sure, said
Walton, busy counting out the money
for the horse.

“No, sir' sidd the breeder; ‘‘the
Chalter don’t go with the horse; it be-

longs to me. [ did not sell you that.”

SWhat—-not let me have @ ihalter
after 1 have given you your price for
the horse?” asked oid Oliver. **What
'do you want for it¥"

YA dollar, sir,” sald the farmer.
| ‘Al right," said Walton; “here is
th: dollar.” Hg put the rest of the
money into his _ocket, Lthen stepped
yulckly to the horse's head and, re-
marked, ‘1 will take the halter, but
I guess 1 will pot take the horse."
| He too. off the halter, let the horse
g0 loose, and the breeder had man\ &
long day In which to repent of his
overresching.

Tug wure aonoying & houfd le
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COMMERCIAL  BANK.

([EBTABLISHED 1888.]

Harrison, Nebraska.

B. B BazwsTax,
Presideat.

C. F. Corrmm,
Vice-Presideat.

D. H. GRISWOLD, Cashier,
AUTHORIZED CAPITAL. $50 000.

Transacts a General Banking Business.

CORRESPONDENTS:

AMERICAN ExcHassae NaTionar Baxk, New York,
Ur.TRD STaTES NATIONAL BaNk, Omaba,
First Namioxan Bask, Chadron.

Interest Paid on Time Deposits.

S DRAFTS SOLD ON ALL PARTS OF EUROPE.

THE PIONEER
Pharmacy,

J. E. PHINNEY, Propristor,

Pure Drugs, Medicines, Paints,
Oils and Varnishes.

L ARTISTS' MATERIAL. {1 BRUSHES,

School Supplies.
Prescriptions Carefully Compounded
Day or Night.

SIMMONS -& SMILEY,

Harrison, Nebraska,

Real Estate Agents,

Have a number of bargains in

choice land in Sioux county.

.

Parties desiring to buy or sell real
estate should not fail to
call ecn them.

School La.nds
leased, taxes paid for
-non-residents; farms rented, eto.

i hunta

CORRESPONDENTS SOLICITED.
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