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TALMAGE'S SERMON.

Dr. Talmage's text, was Matt, 2324:
“Ye blind guides, who strain at a gnat
and swallow a camel™

A proverb is compact wisdom,
knowledge in chunks, a libray ina
sentence, the electricty of many clouds
discharged in one bolt, a river put
thromgh a mill racee When Christ
quotes the proverbs of the text, be
meang toset forth the ludicrous be-
havior of those who make a great blus-
ter about small sins and have no ap-
greciation of great onea

In my text asmall insect and a large |
yuadruped are brought into eomparison
—a guatand ncamel. You have in
museum or on the desert seen the lat-
ter, & great awkward, sprawling creat-
ure, with back two stories high. and
stomach having a zollection of re.
servoirs for desert travel, an animal
forbidden to the Jews as food aud in
many literatures entitled “the ship of
the desert.” The gnat spoken of in the
text is in the grub form. Itis born in
pool or pond, after a few weeks be-
comes a chrysalis, and then after a few
days becomes the gnat as we recognize
it Bat the insect spoken of in the text
is in its very smallest shape, and yet in-
habits the water—for my text is & mus-
print and ought toread “strainout a
gnat.”

My text shows you the prince of in-
consistencies. A man after long ob-
servation has formed thesuspicion that
in & cup of water hels about todrink,
there is a grub or ths grandparents of a
gnat., He goes and gels & sieve or
strainer. Ile tukes the water and pours
it through the sieve in the broad light.

which overshadows the

vebemenUy refuse Lo
camel.

lackey behind.
guat; to steul

dollars s a camel

many
There Is

steal a Lasket of praches

and as long as I can remember
have heard every summr

by the time the crop comes
misrepresentation makes a difference
of millions of dollars, A man who

down into the Mercantile library in
the reading rooms, and see Lhie news-
paper reports  of the
from
and their phraseology
much the same, and the
wrote them, methodieally and ulu-

and for a score of years,
After a while there isa “corner” in
the wheat market, and men who had

means remove all frivolity and a'l'for Rocky Mountain €
pathos and all lightness and all vulgari-
ty—strain them out through the sieve grand.
of holy discrimination; but, on the|imperfections thirongh a ot 5
other Land, beware of that mouster |and look at their own imyrefe
“erieti ! " ||]‘_‘uh' down,
Christian | through a
ehurch todsy, conventivnality, coming  Tweuly faults :
up from the Great Sahara desert of them Lalf so mucl @8 .
ecclesiasticism, Laving on its back a sombody else. Three nelghbors
bump of ssnctimonious gioowm—and | perfections are
swallow that

1t is time that we learn in America
that sin is not excusable in proportion
as it declares large dividends und has
outriders in equipage. Mauy a man
riding to perdition position akead and
To steal a dollar 13 2
thousands of
many a
fruit dealer who would not consent 10 (e “witticst women 1n
from & pgken Lo writing
neighbor's stall, but who wonld 1ot grgndparents are alive they may dis-

scruple to depress the fruit market;
We | now on his way Lo Samoa to juin Kob-

the | ert Louis Stevenson, and his wife and

peach erop of Marylaud is a fadlure, ’:’l‘“ { mother-in-law are with liim.
in the

would not steal one peach basket steals
50,000 peach baskets, Any summer guland jneident have premuturely traced

all parte of the country,
s wvery
same 10en | |im a somewhat eyniea! look, and ealls

mously carrying out the huge 1ying!ywhere.”
about the grain crop from yesr Lo yeur | gedute and even shy, but he cunverses

| something mean inste
They look at the
MiCTUSCOPe,

telesco; 8

im-
like gnats aond Lhey
mpr feec-

strain them out; their owh 1
swallow

tions are Jike camels und they
Lhem,

l.llru-laul-v Contaglous.
Ludyard Kipling's whole family has
[ broken into liternture since that clever
| young man of 27 years has wiade lllll.l-
so!f famons with his pen. e has two
sisters, both of whom have published
novels, and his mother, whom he calls

If any of his

verss,

[ pover a literary steak alsi. Itudyard is

Heis n
short, stout-Luilt and some-what deli
cate-looking man of India birth. with a

. | sy
drooping, brown mustachr, keen blug
| eyes and a resolute face on which time

many tell-tnle marks, though # boyish
lsmile at times breaks though his al-

crops | ost melaucholy expresslon. 1le wears

a pair of spectacles with divided Jens

;\\Mvh, tozetlier with a searlet fez give

himself “e man that came from nes
In mauner hie

| witha ealm assurance of knowledge
that carries conviction. e does all
lis writing at night, and ig 50 minute

agles’ ulways for
ad of something
ir neighbors’

of their own do not Lurt
one fault of

India,” has |

j8 somewhat |

He says, “I would rather do anything
almost than drink this water until this
This water s

Inrva be extirpated”
brought under inquistion,
ment 1s successful

The experl

the ride of the sieve the grub or guat

Then the man earefully removes the

The water rushes
through the sieve and leaves against

contempt for a petty theft will biirg- |y nis elaboration that he speaks every

commit larceny upon the American judge of its filness
" {and inreformatory institutions Uryiug yet it is ot vet quite three years ngo,
tostrain out the small gnats of seoun- | wien passing through New York, that
drelism, while in their grain elevators | e called on aleading publishing firm
*{and ifn their store liouses tiey “"'I;md oflered them for repriuting “Sol-
fattening huge camels, which

they | diers Three” and other pieces of them, |

insect and drinks the water in placlaity
But going out oneday, and hungry, he
devours a ‘ship of the desert,’ the camel,
which the Jews were forbidden to eat.
The gastronomer lias no compunctions
of couscience. lle suffers from no in-
digestion. e puts the lower jaw un-
der the camel’s forefoot and his upper
Jaw over Lthe hump of tiie camel’s back,
and give, one swallow and the drom-
edary disappears forever. Hestrained
out a guit, he swallowed a camel.
‘While Christ's audience were yel
smiling at the appositeness and wit of
his illustration -for smile they did in
church, unless they were too stupid to
understand the hyperbole—Christ
practically said te them *“That is you.'
-Punctilious about small things, reckless
about affalrs of great magnitude. No
subject ever withered under a surgeon’s
‘knife more bitterly than did the
Tharisees under Christ's scalpel of
truth. Asan anatomist will take a hu-
man bedy to pieces and put them un-
der a microscope for examiuution, so
Christ finds his way to the hearts of the
dead Pharisee and cuts it out and puts
it under the glass of inspection of all gen-
erationsto examine., Those Pharisees

expect after a while to gwallew, >o-
elety has to be entirely reconstructed
on this subjeet. Weare to tind thiat
sin is inexcusable in proportion as It is

great.
1 know in our time the tendency is

men, They say “oli, what a cluss of
frauds you have in the church of God
in this day,” and when an  elder of a
chureli, or & deacon, or miuister of the
gospel, or a superintendent of arabbath
sehool turus out a defnulter, what dis-
play heads Lhere are in many of the
newspapers, Ureat primimer (ype.
sconded,” *“Clerical
the Churches,” while there are a
thousand scoundrils outside the church
to where there is one intside Lhe
church, and the misbehavior of those
who never see the inside of a clurch s
8o great it {3 enough to tempta manu
to becomeé a Chr.stian to get out of
their company. Hut in  all eircles
religious and irreligions, the tendency
is to excuse sin In proportion as it is

mammoth.
Even John Milton in his Paradise

to charge religious frauds upon good

thought that Clirist would flatter them

and compliment them, and how they

must have writhed under the red-hot
*Ye fools, ye whited
sepulehres, ye hlind guides which strain

words as he said:

out a gnat and swallow a camel.,”

Itake down from my library the
]biognphiu of ministers and writers of

past ages, inspired and uninspired, who
have done the most to bring souls to

Jesus Christ, and [ find that without a
single exception they consecrated their
‘wit and their hnmor to Christ. Elijah

used it when he advised the IDaalites,
as they could not make their god re-
spond, telling them to call louder as
their god might be sound asleep or gone
a bunting, Job used it when he sald to
his self-conceited comforters, *wisdom

will dis with you." Christ not only
used 1t in the text, but when he froni-
cally

a pbysician,” and when by one word
he described the cunning of Herod,
saying, “go ys, and tell that fox.”
Matthew Ienry's commentaries from
the first page to the last are cornscated

'with humor as summer clouds with

heat lightning. John Bunyan's writ:
ings areas fullof humor as they are
‘of saving truth, and thers isnot an
aged man here who has ever read Pil.
grim's Progress who does not remem.
ber that whils reading it he smiled as
often as he wept, Chrysistom, George
Herbert, obert Southy, John Wesley
m WNM.M’ Jmm,' Tl’lﬂl‘,
Bowland HIll" Nettleton, Ueorge G.
Finney, and all the men of the past
who greatly advanced tbe kingdom of
God consecrated thelr wit and their
humorto the cause of Christ. So it
has been in all the ages, and I say to
these young theological students, who
claster in thess services Sabbath, sharp.
en your wits as keen as scimitars, and
then take them into this holy war. It
18 & very ahort bridge betwesn s smile
and & tear, & bridge from
oye to lip, and it 1s soon crossed over,
and a smile is sometimes just as sacred
as & tear. There isas much religion
and I think a little more, In s spring
morniog mhu«m— !
Raligious without any humor
wit n 1618 & banquet with & sideof seot
and that raw, and Do condiments and
mo desert sucoweding. People will not
pitdown ot such & baoquet. By all

complementad the putrified
Pharisees, saying, “the whole need not

Loit, while he condemns Satan, gives
such a grand deseription of him you
have hard work to suppress your ad-
miration, Oh, this straining out of
small sins like gnats, and this gulping
down great iniquities like camels.
This subject does nat give the pictare
foone or two persons, but s a
galery In which thousands of people
may gee their likeness, For instance,
all those people who, while they would
not rob their neighbor of a farthing
appropriate the money and the
treasure of the public, A man lias a
house to sell, and he tells his eustomer
itis worth $20000. Next day the
asseagor comes around and the owner
says it Is worth $15000. The govern-
ment of the United States took off
the tax from personal income, among
others reasons because so few people
would tell the truth, and many a man
with an income of hundreds of dollars
a day made statements which seemed
to imply he was aboutto be hauded
over to the overseer of the poor,
Careful to pay their passage from
Liverpool to New York, yet smuggling
In their Saratoga trunk ten silk dresses
from Faris and & half dozen watclies
from Geneva, Switzerland, telling the
customs house officer on (Lo warf,
“There is nothing in  that trunk but
wearing apparrel™ and pntting a 85
gold plece in his hand to punctuate
the statement.

Such persons are also described n
the text who are very much alarmed
about the small faults of others, and
have no alarm about thelr own great
transgressions. Thers are in every
community and in every church, wateh
dogs who fesl called upon to keep their
eyes on others and growl. They are
full of suspleions. They wonder it
that man Is not dishonest, 1f that man
Is not unclean, if there is not something
wrong about the other man. They are
Always the first to hear of anything
wrong. Vultures are always the first
to smell camrrion. They are pelf-ap-
pointed detectives. I lay this down as
& rule without any exception, that
thess psople who have the most faults
thempelves are most merciless in their
watehing of others, From scalp of
head tosole of foot they are full of
Jeslousies and hyperoriticisme. They
spend their life in bunting for musk.

l now famons. 1le was speedily shown
thedoor, and told that a firm devoted
[t Ihe publieation of literatiire of na
Ihl;.:li class could not trouble itself with

| such writings. Mre. Kipling, who s

described as 4 “clever young woman of |

airly good looks,” is a Vermonter by
birth.,  She is o sister of the Iatelamen-
Ited Wolcott lalester, who was joint
author with Kipling of “Naulahka,”
':uul is the same age as her husband.
[ They were macried only u few weeke
| since,
|

The Parndise OFf The Turks.

'lins succeeded in erossing the seven
{ridges, where he lins to undergo the
ordeals of cross-examinationsand trinls
is first given a bath, which rejuvenates
him, The walls are constructed of
IE’UIT.IEI] and silver bricks. 'I'here is eter-
nal spring time. There are four seas,
one of waler, one of milk, oue of honey,
one of wine. The atmo:phere is full of
perfumes so [ntense that each can be
smelled at o distance that would re.
quire a wanderer to walk %0 years be-
fore arriving at the end.

Every true believer is given a wan-
sion of his own. A mansion I cut cut
of one gigantic pearl and contalus
seventy suites of seventy rooms cach,
every room being fitted with seventy
beds and reventy tables always served,
Each mansion containg 165,700,000
houris for the service and entertain.
ment of one man. lesides, he lLas
nixty-eight legitimate wives, and both
his wives and the houris remain virging
forever. In order t7 appear always in
fine state in the presence of the inniim-
rable hosts of lis carressing cliarmers,
hie has a wardrobe of seventy gowns of
green silk—green belng the sacred color
of the prophel—trimmed with a pro-
fusian of rubies and topazes,

The hourls #re made of saffron from
foot to knee, of musk from knee to
bosom; of ambergris from bosom to
neck, the neck is made of white
camphor. Their complexion hina “the
tint of an osirich egg on the sands of
the desert;" their eyebrows “resemble a
blank Jine drawn upon the light" There
is not a fair girl among the army of
houris; evidently this paradise was not

intended for the white skinned people
of the west.

Widowhood in China,

Itis alaw of good sonely in china
that young widows never marry
agaln, Widowlhood s therefors held
in the highest esteem, and the older
the widow grows the more agreeable
does her position become with the peo-
ple. Should she reach fifty yeara, she
may, by applylog to the emperor, get &
sum of money with which to buy =
Lablet on which is engraved the sum of
ber virtures. The tablet |s placed over
the principle ente:ance to her house,

Almost Fire-proof,
The fact that many of (ke houses of
ortland, Oregon, and *an Francisco
are bullt of redwood is glven as area.
son for the few destructive fires that
oceur in thoss cities. The wood is
aimost inlammable, and, though a fire
will smolder in it, it never blazes, The
great objection to the use of this wood
In the eastern states is 1hat it will not
stand the alternations of heat and cold.
“Yea," sald Mrs. } “my
father made Lis fortune by the preapie-

THE STORY ﬂlj' A PICTURE. |
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fiwt, ther ttling of cab whess aud th .
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wests and  Jight Inughiter is
! Irif

| jingling of
that care rested Lig
!nl 1hie most who are here ‘I
1 Among the crowd of busy talks .'-_I
thouglitiess idlers  and -]l'\"-!* vs of
wilking st ol iy
ol sir, comes & el
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pens iire

and with a thought
whiige gendus bas alrendy
pame & household word in mary lands.
! It % Geoffrey Vail the artist Thie |
Landsome. scholarly Taee with its deli |
n, its large, soft, |

made Nis

cate white Pomplexio
[ black eyes nnd sweeping
s sensitive month

Llick mous- |
|
ache which frings lit

Liis gracelul carriage amdl the plain but
‘ {uultless style of Lis attire, stap ham |
easily s a tuan of supenor 13w CVEN

|p.u.|.~|- whodo not recogules i the

' {lone individual  the wellhuo o HEUR | 4 jing egotism ! nnkuown to himsell he
larize the wheat Uinof a nation and | word aloud in order that he may better ot mietrapolitan 1ife =
lle now nsks | 19

cornerib. And men will sit in churches | funcy prices for stories, anid gets them; |

Above Lhe jorgon of sonunds i '}:t- J
sirpets rise eenslonally from a sice
& pHinG-organ ae

street e tones of

companied by the voiee of & persou’ e Jove him also,

singing some [talian songs I artist
pauses for a moment o listen to the
puthetic ring of this volee, nid as hn-;
approiclies is struck by Lhe appearance
| of thesinger. 1t is & young girl, about |
iSl‘.\ll'i 1oyears of age, with a Madonna
| Jike fuee tonehed with a look of  most
exquisite sorrow. 151t possible thit
the conmse-loaking  Jtalian
poptection with this lovely
is not of thos the urtist

| vonder can

Lt wnry
cluld? It
thinks

lingers, throwing colns
intotle ol man's hat. AU s of hiow
Ithnl lovels fa e would Jonk on canvas, |
Suddenly the girl sies his firdent gz
and lier eyes droop to the grouud. w hile |
L color like the first Llush of sanrise !

us he

Five line pica. "Another Saint .\'l;-l_ The parndise of Mahomet, according | muntles Ler cheek. The artist i yet
Scoundrelism,” | to Panl Perret in La Liberte of Paris | juore chiarmed, although he diverts lis
“Religion at a disconnt,” “:hume on |is & fairy land. The true bellever who | gaze, still following the conple from |,

street Lo street

the two perfloruers prejpare to go home,
Geoffrey Vaill approaches the [talian as
he is sbout to go home wud toelies
him on the shoulder.

“Is 1t your danghter ¥
ing to the girl,

I asky polut-

Lown when he bade Ler adiea,

him
strauge infatuaton:

Finally the organ s closed up, and | o
| Lo reflict
| adddress
| eadled for his money

al Liim with wonder again. It was in-
concelvable to her that sbe should feel

timid 10 his presence,
The grave gentle face ofthe artist

Tt f= abont |iohtest and mast {71 [ had wo her confidence completaly. “Whieh o
shen life inits .‘_":.;--ul-' jm thie upper Accustomed to "'“'_h looks and some- Wlhlllt_' replig
yolous form »‘r-.-':“:l- srtery of trafhic | times lows the chill seemed in the The artist o
part of the clty s §FeRS atmosphere of this elegaut studlo o “And dig ., &

yreathe the air of paradise. But the ™

Jook of SOITOW did not leave her face;

To Ll the aulmate beauty was only &
stepping stone Lo the inaulmate, every-
ihing lovely created that it might be
copied onthe canvas and immortalized.
Consuelo's silting was not llong ane,
Ile thought it best not Lo tire her too
ek tue first day, and at the end of
(e third bour ose from his easel and

thankiug Ler, dismissed her till the

HWOFTOW .
Y ou will come again, wonl you?y
said Geoflrey

The girl's Jook answered him.

For the first that alie could remember
Couseuelo went to her misera’le home
Lappy. A new vista Ll been opened
tiy her.  She nd eanght the glimpse of
arother world, with which she seemed
to feed o straugs Kinship,

How ghully those days glided by
while the “Augel of Sorrw,” hulf real
and half the creation of the artist's
naperh fancy, grew upon the canvia,

The last sitting came Artist and
maodlel were to part

Gieoffrey, who had grown familiar |
with the ehild, took ber hand o bis |
~udden-
Iy Consuelo barst into tears,

e artist himsell felt nnexpecte lly
and strangely moved.  Even to him
the parting seemed painful. Why?

lwarued to love  Only st this
pisig did the truth dimly dawn npon |
Pt why these lears of hers? |
Then the child

she then taurned away 1o woeep

Consuelo" he sald  gravely, “ecome

Consenle came at bis bidding

“Look e straight in the face™

“1 eannot,” shie sabbed

U onse o, 'n'!:,“ do YO Wesp 4

Ihe face could be doubted no longer
except by the blind

Conwieln, wonld v hike to stay
Lere nlwaws o be my wife? he said
ratlier nervously, half frightensd him- |

.

:\"'.F

The girl lnoked at antl sergned
1o make some sudden resolve,

Withdrawing her han § from his, she
wiped hier eyes. and then withoat  an-
other word or look led from the studio,

“shie is frightened, but 1 must follow
her” said the artist How soon she
| become inlinately precious to him!
e hastened to the door, but no  trace
e paused
e did not know even her
The Italian  had  already
How should he
fined her?  What strange impulse had
cansed Ler to turn and iy so suddenly ¥

b

Conseulo could be keen,

autly,

ecled Tesemnly

around the ,.1._‘,1”“_.
|ﬂ‘[ﬂ-a'l the questis wd
me 80 long ag,
swered, re Peat i laig

her bome i Ity

suitable subject

1t was inexplicable, but le must find &
Key to the mystry. How? Would she
'|| not return to her old avoeation, accom-
| panying the organ®* If he searched

The man nods Lus head
“l am an artist and would like w©
paint her pletare,” sald Geoffrey

the head of that ssg
and all the Y
cluns declied
tion.

The man shook his head in disap- |
proval.

“If vou will sllow ler to come to my
studio everyday for a month 1 will piy
vou liberally,”

“How much?” asked the man, grufly, |
“Ome hundred dollars,” answered e
artist, after & moment's hesitation, [

“She will earn more than that with |
the organ.”

“Then we will say two hundred *

The man's greed was satistied, and
he consented 1o the terms. i

“When shall we commence »*

“To-morrow, if it suits you" said
the artist.

“Very well," answered the man, and
Geoffrey handed him his card,

GieoMrey turned  homeward, pleased
with his discovery. For a long time Le
had meditated palnting w» serfes of |
pietures representing the emotions.

“Here is my ‘Angel of Sorrow’ jaeal.
ized ulready,” he said to himself, us he |
pursued his way tirough the atill
erowded thorough: fure home,

The pretty Italian found Geoffrey
Vall In lis studio awaiting her visit on
the following day.

The strong light in the studio, where
the curtains wera purposely drawn
back, revenled Lo the artist that he liad
not been deceived with regard to ler
appearance. The face wan delicate, re-
fined and indescribably sad.

She had evidently put on lier best
clothes—a dress of some soft black
stufl and a shawl of the samesable hue
wrapped round her head and shoulders,

“You have posed az 8 modsl before ¥’
asked Geollrey, noleing the artistic ef.
fact of this simple costume.

“No," said the girl, “never before”

“What is your name?” askad thie
artist, s

Y onsuelo.” Rl

“Consuelo,” repeated the artist, “and
you look ineonsolable.”

The girl did not understand his re
mark, but her large dark eyes were
turned upon him wonderly.

“Well, Consuelo, we must make the
best of ous time,” said theartist. "(ome
1 will arrange you as I wish you tosit,”
and he placed & chair for her, arrang
ing with somie care her attitide and

drapery.
“You do not fe) timid, do you?r”
asked Geo'Trey, kindly,

rats and amud turties instead of hunting

ation of his forehead.”-J
yoou, Tarvard Lam

| soon find her again,

the streets for & few days he wonld

But days, weeks and months rolled
Ly, and no trace of Conseulo or the
Italian rewarded his anxious search,

=n his passion died away into a
vague and hopeless regret. Nothing
remninsd of Conseulo but the blending
of Lier beanty with his own dreams in
the pieture. S0 he devoted himself
with renewed ardor to his favorite
pumnits. The “Angel of Sorrow" was
completed;  extravagant offers were
made for it, but the picture was not
for sale.  Money could not buy it
Ithung in the artist's own studio—
lis greatest achievement—and many
wondered as they guzed upon the sor-
rowlul face wheuce came the inspira-
tion for it
Geoffrey Vail received many vinitors
al lis studio,  Wealthy patrons and
personal friends brought others often
Lo sees the great artist’s work's aften
sudly interrupting him when he wished
Lo be alone, but eourteously received.
Five years had gone by since his
brief love dream had its sudden birth
and tragic finale,  Ilis gentle face Liad
grown gentler, and perhaps a tinge of
sadiess crept In belwesn the hand-
soms lines; but e had little to com
plain of 80 far as success was con-
cerned,
He is buay in Lis studic when some
callers are annonnced. They are for-
eigners, evidently, from their names.
tieoffrey glanced carelesaly at the card,
and, and not recognizing the names, is
about to excuse himself, but suddenly
changes his mind.

His visitors are shown Into the
studio.

A gentleman refined and distin-
mmumhhhjl q;:-r;u, and alady some

unlor. A ve”’
the lady's face, IS g

{ bows politely, and advances
to eet them as they are announced.
The gentieman, speaking in French,
apologizes for their intrusion, and ssks
permission to look at soms of the art-
Ist's work, and the Isdy, who had ob
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