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THE MILLER CASE

Probably no murder ever committed
in Douglas county hns ereated » more
widesprond interest than that which
robbed South Omaba of her chiel ex-
voutive,

The renson of this intonse Interest s
euslly neeounted for.

When the citlizens of South Omaha
became indignant at the luwlessness of
thelr ety and banded together last
year for the protection of thelr homoes,
they naturally cast about for a man of
suficient moral und physieal cournge
1o honor and trust in the highest office
within thelr gift.

After considerable Inquiry they sete
tled upon Churles PP, Miller us the mun
who would make war upon the gemb-
ling houkes, who would clore the
galoons on Bunday and put an end to
the brutal fistle encounters for which
thelr city was rapldly becoming famous,

Charles 1. Miller was nominated snd
elected mayor. A few monihe alter
tuking the onth of cffee he ordered
the law 1o be enforeed.

‘When it beesme apparent thut he
would not violnte the truet repored In
him by the citizens of bis 1own, certain
gemblers tegon making overtines to
him in the hope of obtaining pormis
slon 1o carry cnthelr Lusivers by the
payment of & certnin smount monthly,

One of Ahary peeording W
¥ \ott Rickmd, wis Diek Perlin,

bt Miller o untaed stendfest, Thelr
L O thede « Ters made wo visible fme
preveion en him,

Ard when Churley Hayes ealled
upen Mayor Miller s few days before
the muyor wan murdercd, the inter
view between them was so viclent that
Mys. Miller became alormed and went
in ccmpeny with her mother 10 an
adjoining room to lsten, Frem her
place of concenlment she heard her
husband exclalm, 1 ean't do 11," st the
wame tme bringlog his fist violently
down upon the table,

The following Monday the mayor had
business in Omahe. He remalned horo
all day, snd In the cvening, & whort
time after supper, he telephoned hin
wife that he would not be home for o

short time,
That night waes spent awny from

home, and the following dny he wis
geen upon our siréet by s number of
friends, who testified 1o his senity,
Among the number who saw and con-
versed with hlm were County Clerk
Backott and Col, Esmond, Mr. Suckotd
paw him between 11 and 12 o'clock on
Fourteenth stroet, and Col, Exmond
met snd spoke o him on Thirteonth,
nesr Douglas, betwoan 12 and 1 o'vlock,
Botwoen 12 and ) o'elock of that snmo
day Lou Beott swonrs he wis a8t her
house in company with two man
A Wl wlim, Hght complexioned mun,
the other not quite so tall, dork and
Clars Allon wwoars 1o the
snme thing, They both swoenr tha
Miler seomod to be duged—not drunk
wthat he seomed 10 be wenk, snd that
he soted ws though ho wanted to sit

down,
A few minutes after that—about one

o'vlock, Clars Allen swonrs she saw the
man In Hght elothes, whom she had
peen it & fow minutes bofore In the
compnny of Mayor Miller, standing In
n pateh of woeedw, on the hillslde north
of Dodge street and wost of Kighth,
Hhe saw him looking 10 the onel: ssw
him reach bohind In the direction of
the rlght hip-pocket; saw him draw a
ravolver with his right hand; saw him
loval It, take sim and flre, then run
down the slde hill through the woeds
waiched him untll he disspposrod
from sighti saw his hesd redppenry
about where Mayor Miller's body was
found; watched 1t as 1t dissppenred
from wsight as though stooplng over;
auw him come up Elghth street, look
pack over his shoulder then walk up
Dodge street to o point about wher
there s an opening betwoen the house
on Nipth and Dodge snd the one lme
madintely In 1ts redr; sho saw him stop
thers snd look back, then walk slowly
nlong Dodge streat west., She
whe saw Dick Berlin eome up Eighth
street, saw him stop at o point about
where Miller's body was  afterwied
found; saw himy anfl come up
Eighth stroet Jdidn't &“‘_«avs him go

e,
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“Illill‘ wish

1o take himown e, He was LA DRI

happy amd  had & host of  felonds
Evorything to live for—nothing in ths
world o Insplte  thoughts  of  self

destruction The testimony of physl-

clans ne to powder marks on his hewl
confioted: the course of the bullot was
wrong: the wording of the note fonimd
upon his person was not that of n suls
olded the vevolver Inld but six Inehes
from the fatal wound; his hat
vightside up pesr his hond—not blown
awny as wosteaw bt would be by w pufl

ol powder

Wils

not off o the vight slde
These, together with
necessury 1o carey out the theory of
sulelde which were misalng, ennsed us
to rogard It as w onse of murder,  And
w0, belleving ws wo did, we took up the
task of proving that It was mordor wmd
not sulelde which robbed Mes Millor
of s husband,

lfum'u-h'rlf dotectives wera employed,
und when they found o woman who suid
whe had secn o shot fired In the vielnlyy
of where the mayor was found, they
took her before Major Miller, who hwd
been retalned by Ms, Miller, upon the
suggestion of f|'{umlr. und wllowed him
to question her, He Hstencd o her
story nnd concluded that khe was telling
the truth, She was then taken 1o
South  Omahs, by  Deputy Shoerlff
Thompson, whers she positively ldentl-
floel Chnreley Hoyes as the man who
fired the shot,

The 26th of November, she went b
fore the asslstant, county attorney, Mr.
Donovan (0 Homanist) and mnde nn
uflidavit ne to what she know, He did
not want to tuke the responsibiliyy of
beglnning  so Ilnjnn'luul nocang snd
stuved Men, Miler's sttorneys off uptll
Mr., Muhoney (s Romuanlst) the eounty
nttorney, returned home, Hevxaminad
the cnse, spproved the complaint of
Mrs. Miller, coused the srrest of Bor
Hn (Romanist) and Heyos (Hommnist)
and then stated—sceording to an Inter
view In the dally papers—thst I thoe
witnosses would swesr 1o what thoy
aild they would, he had a good tuse,

A fow days afterwird the cnse came
on before Judge Berka, Miss Allen,
the witnese on whom the friends of
Mayor Miller had counted ws the
mont Important witoess for the siate,
took the stand and testifled,  Faer tonti-
mony was glven In s steslghforwird
manner, and sll who heard [t belloved
she told the truth, The following day
for threo hours and twenty-five min-
uten whe was subjected to the most
rigld crossexuminstion we ever st
ened to, but she never devinted from
her first statement,

Up 1o that hour very 1iitle Teult
aoitld huve boen found with Mr, Ma-
honey's manner of eonducting the vise,
but Irmmedintoly thorenftor thore was s
churge,  He lntroduced Derlin's puris
nir o i witness for the siate, and wlso
George Deaver, the brotherdn-law of
Huyen, knd while the witnesses of the
wtite woere excluded from the court
voom, thowe for the defense mingled
with the erowd, listened to the avi
denee, and thon eame on the stund and
tentifiaod,

In short the defendants wore slded
in every possible wiy while wat the
ainme e the Interosts of the state
wors, nppurently, noeglectid

Wltnessen were nol enlled who could
throw Hght upon thoe cuse,  Mres, Hima
win not usked whether any one lind of-
fered her money If whes wonild Jomvie Lha
clty und not tostily, Bhe tas wskod
whother sny one hind talkod to hop
nbout lewving the elty, wni whe bn-
swoered In the afflrmative,  Who would
b Imterestod In gotting hor oul of
town—whi but the [elends of the de-
fondanis? Why should the felends of
Innocent men wiit witnesses to absont
themmol ves?

Tharofore, when, on  Wadnesdny
ovening Muhoney wrose and asked the
ol to dismiss the prisoners, s
wiated thint he would not “"hang w dog
on sieh wstimony,” (v only fulfilled the
Irruplwt-y of eertaln prominent mem-

clretmstaneos

wirw of thoe A, P A, who hd beon
olowe obworvers of whast wis golng on,
That Clarn Allon tostiflod to whist

she belleved 10 be the teith wo firmly
bolleve, and " unfortunste 1L Is that
there s no other porson who saw  thao
shot fired who has the courago to come
forward and twll the truth,  Thoy
should inve done so for Lwo rFoRsons,
Flrat, to huve olonead Hayos and Dorlin
If they wore Innocont: and second, to
hve convioted them If they  were
gullty.

Misn Allen cortalnly could have had
no lntorest in sealng Hayos or Doerlin
osonvicted of this grime, except W soe
Justion done Thore wos no rewnrd
offered by the state, county or any In-
dividunl, to our knowledge, for the
convietion of the murderors, thoralore,
ong could not chinrge hor with trying
Lo awear wwiy two Inonocont Hves In the
hope of vecuring a few paliry dollars
[t will tnko positive prool o conyines
us that Miss Allon would wilfully, in-
tentionnlly or deliborately swear to o
He whon two Hves wore Joopsrdlzed by
hor estimony.

Kither ek Berlin and  Chapliey
Hayoen murdered Charles . Millor, or
there wre two men In this r«ummhiT_\
who did who  dieessed e |}.e-|‘. il e
wt the thme and who wore In genoral
Rppearance thelr countarparis Wi
have our own opinlon and shall koeep
right on working to uneavel the mys
toly, Those poople who read Clarn |
Allen's testimony and belleve she suw
o man o light olothes fire o shot, and !
desire us o push this ohse fre re

guestad o send In sny smobnl they
tribute. We propose to
[ fon. ~

Then sfter you hnd dressed you wen! :
down stinirs ngain?

You, sl

Wi It yot one o'elook whon you went
luwn?

You, sir,

L wie one o'vloek?

It was after one o'olivk,

Now you say you saw & man fire a
pintol?

You, ulr,

Hid you beon up stales before or
altor that shot was fired?

No

When you enme down where did you
moet Miws Sootr?

I dido't come down, 1 hadn't gone
up when 1 henrd the shot,

You didn't see Miss Seott until after
You wont up stiies, did you?

No, I henrd the shot, and after a bit,
I went up stades und drossed.

Awd come down?

You, wir.

You sy you heard the one o'elock
whistle blow?

Yeu, slr,

Whore were you when you heard
thut whistle blow?

In my room dressing.

From the time when these men left
untll you wore In your room dressing,
hind you seen Miss Seott?

No, sir.

Then you hadn't seen Miss Boott un-
thl you enme down stalrs and after you
had dreswed?

No, wnlr.

Wus she
vieranda?

Blie was down stalrs, clear down on
the sldewnlk when I scen her,

Whan these men left, where did Miss
Hoott got

Bhe wont down In her room to dress.

Bhe didn't come out on the poreh?

No, wir.

Bhe was not on the porch with Jou
slterwnrds?

No, wlr,

Unill you went out on the strest?

Nao, ulr,

And went o Judge Brandies Court?

Yen, sir.

Then the first timo you saw Mism
Boott alter these mon left was alter
you had gone to your room sod had
drawsod and come down, and come and
mot hor on the poreh?

You, wir, | met her down stalrs on
the walk,

Bhe was not on the porch?

Bhe d1d not have 1o go on the poroh,
she went on the sidewnlk from down in
the basement.

Was hior room in the bssement?

Yaou, slr,

Then thers ara thres foors, base-
mont foor, parlor loor and upper floor?

You, wlt,

Do you know whether she went to
the basement lmmediately aftor the
went?

Yaow, slr,

Khe wont down to the basemaent?

Hhe waont to the basement before 1
onme In,

Whon you came down stales you
oume down 1o the bssement to moeost
hor?

You, alr.

And when you esmes out on the streot
o goto the Court you came out of &
slda door, or u front door?

Front door,

Which in on nlevel, o nearly o lovel
with the sldewalk, Is (1 por?

Yaoun, nlr,

When you mot Miss B it
her who Berlln was, |

No, sir,

DIA you tall her thet you new Mayor
Millor?

Nu, sir,

You didn't tell her anyilLing about
that?

No, slr,

in the houss or on the

i told

LN YOurs

Did you tell her | ad poen &
man fire s shot?

No, slir,

Did you spesk * L seolng &

shot fired?

No, slr.

You sald nothlr r wbout it at
nil?

No, slr

And you did not say 1 then that
one of these men hal g worons the

stroot, snd you hn re n nhot?

No, slre, 1 did ne

Did you say to time on
that duy?

No, slr.,

Then you neve that you
know Berlln, and told hber
that you knew this o n?

No, slr.

And youdid k il ihis other
man was Lhe Mayo Omaha?

Yos, sir.

Wore these men int viosted or had

D b walk porfoctly upright?

Noy e notod woak, and wanted 1o st
down, slo py ke

And they seomed 10 have some e
controversy o front of Belle Brandon's?

Yos, sir

You wre familiar with the surround-
Ingu there?

Yos, sir,

You aferwards loarned that a man
hadd boon shoty

Yo, sl

Where wore
lowrned that¥

Standing in the baok yurd,

From whom did you learn that?

From the patrol deiver,

Who was the patrol driver?

[could not sy his name,
know him If I eould see him,

DId you tell him that you had seen s
mun fire ushot?

No, ulr,

You then went and saw this man
where he was lylng?

You, sir,

you when you first

I would

You rocognized him e the man who
had been st your house botweon twelve
und one?

Yaos, slr,

And knew who It was?

You, slr,

And knew It was the mayor of South
Omaha?

Y"“l sir,

Who went with you down there?

I oould not say, Miss Beott was the
elosest to me,

Did she say anything to you about
the man?

Bho sald, "'Great goodness, Clars, Ita
the same man that was In the house."

Didn't you then tell her that you hiad
seen & man fire a shot?

No, slr,

Didn't you then sk her {f she had
hoard & shot fired?

No, slr,

Didn't she ssy that she had hesrd a
shot fired?

No, sir; not then, we dldn't spesk
wbout the shot that was heard then.

You didn't speak about hearlng the
shot fired¥

No, alr,

Did you tell her then that you knew
one of the men that was with Miller
when he was at the house?

I wnid 1 had seen him—I sald I had
seen one of them and he belonged in
Bouth Omahas.

Did you tell her what his name was?

No, slr.

You didn't tall her that you knew
his nnme was Dick?

No, slr,

Or thnat you knew he was a sporting
mnn?

No, slr,

Or that be was & gambler?

NI;, wlr,

Did you tell her that he lived In
South Omuhn?

You, slr,

Did she sny whe had seen him before
or knew him?

I don't think she did.

You saw the body of Mayor Miller
bufore 1L was removed?

Yeos, sir.

And there were o great number of
poople around there—{t was lylng in
the weeds was 107

Yan, slr,

In a hollow?

You, slr,

Kind of & basin?

On w little bill Hke. It was wot all
the way down in the basin,

North of where his body was lying,
there s a large bullding?

You, sir,

It s the Deering bullding?

You, air,

Wost of where his body was lylng e
s high bank?

You, air.

fBome thirty feet high?

You, sir,

And on top of that bank and over
looking It are three houses, are there
not?

Yen, slr.

Do you know how oloss to this west
bank these three houses are?

No, slr,

They are very close (o it, aren't they?

No, slr.

They are not very closs?

No, slr.

Would you say they were ns far as
tan feot away from that bank?

I tould not say, | have naver been up
theroe,

South of where hls body lay, there
is another high bank?

Yos, sir

But not quite so high as the ore west?

No, sir.

Then this bank south of him sloped
off so that down where his body lay the

they been drioking?

bank was enly sboul two fast?

wiy until you oame to s polot on Eighth
srvel opposite o whore the body lay

Yoo, sir

Did you notles that thore was & post
that had boon cul off close o where
hils bosly lny?

Yoon, sir.

Mow high was that?

About that high (Indieating).

Six or elght Inehewn?

Yo, slr,

What direction from that post was
his body Iving?

Waest, 101 nm not mistaken.

Would you say that 1t was directly
west?

From where his body was?

You?

No, T would not say us to that, 1 re-
momber soelog the post, but 1 could
not say just exuetly,

You could not say whether it was
further south from the post or farther
north?

No, I eould not state,

How far would you say It was from
the post?

I eould not sny es to that either,

Did you see thess men when thoy
cume out of Drandon’s?

I could not say that they went In
thore, I didn't see them,

Where was you standing when you
next saw them wftor you saw them In
front of Belle Brandon's?

I was sitting on the poreh,

And hadn't you yet gone upstairs?

No, slr.

Where were they when you next saw
them?

Mr. Hayen was standing on the hill-
wlde¥

Whioh bank was he standing on?

On the one (acing the east.

That would be on the west bank?

You, nir.

Next to the little houses?

Yon, sl

And that was the highest bank?

Yo, slr.

How far from the south lne would
you say he was standing?

I could not just exactly say us to that,

Upon top of that bank, there were
no weeds were thore?

There wors some weeds but not Lal
like they were In the basin,

Ho was standing on that weat bank
wis ho?

Yas, wir,

Wasn't ho standing on the south
hank?

Nn, Hil‘.

Wasn't he standing on the east bank?

Nu, slr

He was standing then on the west
bank near thoss three houses?

You, ulr

How close to one of thosa three
houses was he?

He was stunding near the house

nenrest the bank,

What kind of weods wore there on
top of that bank?

I suppose sunflowers the snme nn be:
low, 1 could not HALY.

Did you notice how high they wers?

They wore not very high,

At the point at which he was stand-
Ing, how much higher would you say
you were than he was?

I eould nut sy as 1o that,

Wleh would you say was the higher,
the point whers he wa standing or the
point where you wers standing?

I could not say as to that.

Huve you boun there recently?

Nao, sir

Have you looked at that place sines
yostorday?

No, #ir.

Now how far—you know what I mean
when | say the lot line, don't you?

Yaon, air.

That s, understand, the line between
the pavement or sidewalk and the lot
where the fence is ordinarily?

yl-ﬂ. wlr,

Do you know about where that line
would be there on that west bank,
don't you?

Yes, sir,

Was he south of ¢
Hayos?

He was north of it,

How far from the
you say?

Ho wasdown there viore 1o Lhat treo,

Was ha up on top of the b k?

No, sir; 1 would ¢ hint he wus
on top of the bank, La wis down on the
side of the bank,

How far then n
was he?

I could oot sny bur

About how far wou )

I could’ not ha

Was he as fur
front of the hou

Yeos, slr,

He was farthor
houss was he”

1ot line, Mr,

s he, did

! Dilge stroet
s ‘0 that,

Lyou say?
'y W

1"
the distance. |
wih of Dodge as the rn na Sl

‘he [ront of the

Mouth vast

Furthor onst Is what | moan?

You, nis

Then thers was a houss right north
of you where Helle Brandon Hved?

Yoes, alr,

There was & house right south of you
wasn't there?

Yus, sir

Who lived there?

Some lndles Miss Brandon had rog
Ing theps,

Misw Brandon vooupied that house
wnd had 1t loasod ¥

Yon, uir,

On the svouth slde of Dodge strect
what was there, thore were & numbor
of houses on the south side of Dodge
wiroot?

Thuere are only throo,

Ware they occupled ot that time?

I think so.

Ware these houses on the orth side
of Dodge oocupled at thee Hmy?

Some of them were no'

Were any of them oce wldd st that
tme, do you know?

You, sir

The upper part of his body was etand-
Ing up over this bunk, aesuming this
to be the top ol the ank, the upper
part wis ovor the bank?

I vould weo just around sbout here on
him (Indlcating her hips).

Could you see whether his body was
high enough o be over the bank?

About this much of It was over the
bank (Indiosting his head),

He eould turn and look from Dodge
stroat and west and south of him?

You, slr.

80 hoe wus not entlrely under the
bank?

No, ulr.

Then you could see him down about
to here (Indlesting ‘the botkm of his
pockots)?

Not tlillh' “o ‘Il‘. ll!‘ '“ ﬂlldllld’
looking townrds the enst,

He waus not looking down?

Ho wan looking down thgt way.

How long dlid he stand S !

He may have stood thers a thifpute
and maybe longer, 1 could aot sy,

Did he look around towards

No, ho didn't #eem to ralse his head
off of what he was looking st

Not out of this basin, did he?

Nu, sir,

And he didn't tarn and look towards
you?

No, slr.

DIid he turn and look bachk of him?

No, sir

He didn't turn and look south of him?

No, sir,

DId he turen and look to the north of
him?

No, slr,

Hiw nttontly ed No-be "m )
intently 1o &h of this basin¥

You, nlr, '

He stood there abot & minute?

You, sir.

Didn't you yesterday tostify that hy
wtoddl there about five mioutes, Mis
Allan*

NO, slr

After he stood thors sbout & minute,
what did he then do?

He shot,

DId you sen the revolver In his hand
befare ho pulled 1t out of his pocket?

No, I don't think [ would see It be-
fors he pulled it out,

You saw him pull it ous?

Yon, wir,

Did you notice which
It In?

You, sir

Which pocket?

Right hip pocket,

He held it down by his slde?

No, slr,

What did he do?

Ho took it out of his pocket and
stood there s few minutes,

Aund held It right that way for »
minute, you would think?

Yes, just about & minute, it seemod
Lo me.

Could you see whaother he closed his
eye or not?

No, sir; I hardly think 1 could that
fur

Ho seemed to b looking ulon( ov
the barrel of the revolver?

He écomed to be taking aim,

Altor ho had stood there for
minute looking down in that
fired?
You, sir.

A nd that was just bef

bug

L} wr
"hut was o few min
istle blow.

nd you didn't thin

Vi




