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1t 1 the day afer

of a richer coral. Her charming
head,
neck, are raised in

her

colonred nostrils

and graceful, swandike
un
POse.

of defiance ; stmall,

‘ seem to dilate
with ill.repressed ardour, and
she waits with haughty impa.
tieneo for the monent of an ag-
gressive and irondeal interview
Not far from Adrienne is mother
Buuel .

house the place which she at
The voung semp-

She hag resumed in the

first ocenpied.

giress is in mourning for her
sister, but her countenance is

expressive of a mild ealm sor-
row, She looks at Mdlle. de
Cardoville surprise : for
never, till now, has she seen the
/ features of the fair patrician
impressed with such a character

with

of ironieal audacity.

“My dear Magdalen, do not
laugh at my question—but what
would you say to a picture, that
me am

i

should ns 1
now 7"

“Why, lady
you are again, with
ing,"” said Adrienne,
Y £ of gentle reproach,

( “Well, then, Adrienne,” re.
’ sumed Mother Bunch, *I think
it would be a charming picture,
for you are dressed, as usual,
with perfect taste.”

“But T am not better dressed
than on other days, my dear
pnettws" I began by telling
)nu that I do not ask the ques-

represent

—There
your lady-
in a tone

.

tion for my own sake,” said
Adrienne, gaily.
“Well, I suppose &o,” réplied

Mother Bunch, with a faint
smile, “It is certainly impos.
sible to imugine anything that
would suit you better. The
light green and the pale rose.
'uluur, with the soft luster of
the white ornaments, harmonize
g0 well with your golden hair,
that 1 eannot conceive, 1 tell
you, a more graceful picture.”

The speaker felt what she
said, and she was happy to be
nble to express it, for we know
/1% the intense admiration of that
B! " poetic soul for all that was
/& beautiful,

“Well 1" went on Adrienne,
gaily, “I am glad, my dear, that
you find me better dressed than
usual.”

“Only,” said the lhnnchback,
hesitating.——"Only ?"" repeat-
ed Adrienne, looking at her with
an air of interrogation,

“Why, only,” continued the
other, “if I have never seen you
look more pretty, I have nlso
never observed in your features
the resolute and ironical ex-
pression which they had just
now, It was like an air of im-
patient defiance.”

“And so it was, my dear little
Magdalen,” said Adrienne,
throwing her arms around the
girl's neck with joyous tender-
“I must kiss you, for hav-
ing guessed it.  You see, |
pect a visit from my dear aunt.”

“The Princess de Saint-Diz-
ier 7" eried Mother Bunch, in
alarm.  “That wicked lady, who
did you so much evil ?""—"The
very same. She has asked for
an interview, and I shall be de-
lighted to receive her.”

“Delighted?'—

e

3

¢ 3

\ ness,

ex-

AL

“Yes—n

'

delight, it is true,” answered

of Marshal Bimon's daughiern
Mdlle de Cardeville is vel igno- |
| ) rant of the sad end of her voung
relalives e cuntenance i/
radinnt  with  happiness, and
never has ahio Jooked more bran
tiful her eve has never boen
more brilliant, her eomplexion
wmore dazselingly white, het lip

altitude

somewhat ironical and umliuimml

“Do you wish it ?"'——"Yes;
[ wish—still in revenge, you
know,” said Adrienne, with
smile, “to prove to her highness
of Saint. Dizier, that I have an
affectionate friend—that I have,
in fact, every happiness.”

“But, Adrienne,” replied the
other, timidly, “consider

“Silence! here is the prin.
cess. Remain! 1 ask it as a
favor. The instinet of your
heart will discover any snare
she may have lid. Did not
your uffection warn me of the
plots of Rodin 7"

Mother Buneh could not re.
fuse such a request. She re.
muained, but was about to draw
back from the fire-place. Adri-
enne, however, took her by the
hand, and made her resumeo her
sent in the arm chair, saying :
“My dear Magdalen, keep your
place, You owe nothing to the
lndy. With me it is different ;
she comes to my house.”

Without advancing to meet
her aunt, Adrienne rose politely
from the sofa on which she was
seated, made a half-courtesy, full
of grace and dignity, and imme-
diately resumed her former pos.
ture. Then, pointing to un
arm-chair near the fire-place, at
one corner of which sat Mother
Buneh, and she hersell at the
other, she said ; “Pray sit down,
your highness,” The
turned very remained
standing, and cast a disdainful
glance of insolent surprise at
the sempstress, who, in compli-
ance with Adrienne's wish, only
bowed slightly at the entrance
of the Princess de Saint-Dizier,
without offering to give up her
place. In acting thus, the young

]Il’i neess

red,

sempstress followed the dictates
of her which told
her that the real superiority did
not belong to this base, hypo-
eritical, amd wicked princess,
but rather to such a person as
herself, the admirable and de-
voted friend.

“Let me beg your highness to
git down,” resumed Adrienne,
in a mild tone, as she puinted to
the vaecant chair. “The in-

conscience,

your ease with the lady here, |

terview I have demanded,

THE AMERICAN,

to hiear all the graceful, obliging
and charming things which you
have no doubt come hither to
communicate.”

“Madame
princess, angrily,

“Permit me to interrupt your
highness,” returned Adrienne,
in a tonoe of perfect amenity, as
if she were addressing the most
flattering compliments to her
visitor, “To put you quite at

began the

will begin by informing you
that she is quite aware of all
the holy perfidies, pious wrongs
and devout infamies, of which
you nearly mude me the vietim,
She knows that you are a moth-
er of the Chureh, such as one
soes but few of in these days.
May I hope, therefore, that your
highness will dispense with this
delicate and interesting re-
gerve 7"

“Really,” said the princess,
with a sort of incensed amaze-
ment, “I know if 1

wake or sleep.”

scarcely

“Dear me !" said Adrienne, in
apparent alarm ; “this doubt as
to the state of your faculties is
very shocking, muadame, 1 see
that the blood flies to your
head, for your face sufliciently

shows it ; you seem oppressed,

confined, uncomfortable—per
hapse (we women may say o
between ourselves), perhapse

you are laced a little too tightly,
madame ?"

These words, pronounced by
Adrienne with an air of warm
interest and perfect simplicity,
almost choked the princess with
rage, She
sented herself abruptly, and ex.

“Be it =0,
this reception to any

becae crimson,

claimed : madame !
I prefer
other,
ne you say."”

“PDoes it indeed, madame !
gnid Adrienne, with gmile.
“You may now at least speak
frankly all that you feel, whieh
must for you have the charm of
novelty! Confess that yvou are
obliged to me for enabling you,

It puts me at my ease,

g

i

'

Y“Ah, madame,” said the prin-
with trivmphant joy and
eruel mildness, watehed
the growing surprise of her
niece, “confess that I have as.
tonished you a little. You were
right in giving to our interview
the turn it has taken. I should
have needed all sorts of eircum-
locution to say to you, ‘Niece,
to-morrow you will be as poor
as you are rich to-day.! DBut
now I can tell you the fact quite
plainly and simply.”

COe8s,
a8 she

Recovering from her first
amazement, Adrienne replied,
with a calm smile, which ehe k-
ed the joy of the princess:
“Well, 1 confess frankly, mad.
ame, that you have surprised
I expected from you one
of those black pieces of malig-
nity, of those well-laid
plots, in which you are known
to excel, and I did not think
you would make all this fuss
about such a trifle.”

“To bLe ruined—completely
ruined,” eried the princess, “and
that by to-morrow—youn that
have been so prodigal, will
furniture, horses,

ridieulous
you are
from you--do
you call that a trifle? You,
that spend  with indifference | §
thousands of JTouis, will be re-
duged

one

your house,
even the
of which

all taken

jewels,
dresses 80

viin,

to a pension inferior to
the wages you give your fool-
hoy==do you eall that a trifle ¥

To her aunt’s cruel disap-
Adrienne, who ap-

peared quite to have recovered

pointment,

her serenity, was about to answer
accordingly, when the door sud.
denly opened, and, without be.
ing announced, Prince Djalma
entered the room. A proud and

tender expression

beamed from the radient brow
of Adrienne at sight of the
prince, and it is impossible to

describe the look of triumphant
happiness and high disdain
that she cast upon the Princess
de Saint-Dizier. Djalma him.
gell had never looked
handsome, and never had more

more

even for a moment, to lay :lﬁilll.“
that mask of piety, amiability,

intense happiness been impress.

edd on a human countenance.

of delight|
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