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Lawle, has Just lssued Uls

on Charltable

bert W

first annusl  “Heport

aad Reformatory Institutions of the

Platrict of Columbia.”
Mr. be just the
Pgbt man in the right place, He hos
devoted a great part of his life to the
management of charities and charl-
wble Institutions, collected @
Randsome lbrary of wroks on chari
Men, and everything pertalning there-
te, whether In Ameriea or Europe.
Mr. Lewls Is the first superintendent
of charities, who has made a full re
port of the religlous, or sectarinn
phase of the subject, and this Is the
part which patriotie cltizens every-
where will réid with groat interest,
A copy of this report should be in the
Rands of every ofMelal who hns to ad
minister the charitles of any town,
wounty or state, and membeps of pa-
trlotic socletios must see to It that
with

Lowis seems Lo

has

such men wre provided coples

Aot tharked,

| quote verbatim from the Report
PHE TEACHING OF RELIGION,

®ue of the subjects of the appoint-
mont of the Jolnt Select Committon to
imvestigate the charities and Reform-
story Institutions of the Distriet of
@ulumbla was to determine the extent
te which appropriations for charities
la the District of Columbla are uwed
fer the propagation or teaching of the
special doctrines and form of worship
of purticular churches. The report of
the committee glves a list of inatitu-
sons which It declares are under sec-
tarian or ecclesinstieal control, some
of which recelve public grants and are
subject to examination and report by
the superintendent of charities,

it his been contended that certaln
fantitutions are not sectarian, bechuse
porsons of difterent denominations are
members of thelr boards of trustees
&ad participate In thelr management,
and because no distinctions are mnde
a8 to the religlous bellefs or prefer-
ences of the parents of children re-
welved or of the Inmatos themselyes
This s sophism whith desorves 1g be
gol al rewt at once and for all the

ime,
In order to understand whether
as Ipstitution I8 a religlous estab-

Mehment and whether contributions Lo
s support are devoted to the more

frm and general establshment of nny
particular system of religlon, It 1§ not
gocenstiry to Inquire who mannges
itw seculnr affairs nor whom it brings
within the scope of e Influence, bul
what that influsnce Ils. Not who 'm-
ploys the tenchiers, but what I8 taught,

It would be naturally expectad that
persons who are members of religlous
orders aMlinted with and subordinate
to certain systems of religlon would
teach the doctrines and enforce the
farme of thede syeteoms In Institutions
apdministersd by them. The assvmp-
tlon that they would do  otherwlse
would require the support of evidence,
But wa are not restricted to the re-
sourees of logleal deduction in the hi-
quiry as to what is taught in the in
wtitutlons  whose appropriations are
made In the schedule ""For charities’
in the District of Columbia appropri
atlon LI, and slnce In lnstitutions for
chlldron the matter s always likoly

to determine to a great degree the en-

mntter Is given In reports heretofore
published, 1T here presenl n ilesorip
tlon of the edueation and religious
work done in the ehilld-caring Instl
tutons recelving assistance from Con
Kress

House of Mercy

~Thix inatitution Is
conducted by the Association for
Works of Merey, all membera of
which are also members of the Pro
testant Eplscopal Church. It Is nader
the superintendence of Slater Dore.
thea, a member of the Eplscopal sis-
terhood Inmates rise at 6 o'clock
and have a short chapel serviee before
dinner they have another vory
tirtet service, and before retiring for
the night & short time s sepnt In des
votlonnl exercises. At all these the
Eplecopal prayer book, hymns, and
forms are used. On Wednesdays the
fnmites recelve rellglous Instruetion
from the institution chaplain, who (s
an Bpiscopal clorgyman. On Thurs
doys they are present sl communlon,
but do not particlpate, except In ciase
of pome who have been spocifieally
prepared.  An effort in made to pikeo
about them such religlous Influence
an will ot only contribute to atrepgth
and wtability of character, but wil
aleo  lead to thelr preparation for
communion, confirmation and
tismn. Thowe who express a dosire tu
rocelve these sacraments are [nstrioet
o privately by the chaplain,

Hecular instruction s glven In an
evening school condueted from 7 to
§ p. m., during the usual school year
The text books In use are n miscel
lnpeous lot, disoarded in the publie
wehools of the clty,

At the Church Orphanage of B8t
John's Parlih the sehools are practl-
enlly unlform with the eity publio
gchools. Teachers are employed who
have had extensive experionce in the
best public schools, The grades are
arranged In uniformity with the pub-
e sehools and a standard of worl is
malntalned which Is sald to be equal
to any done In Washington, My own
repeated observation of It has cone

I pr

firmed a first Impression that 1t s
in every way excellent
The books used are Apploton’s

Hendors, Swinton's Geographies, nnd
wtandard historles and language lod-
BOTN.

The board of trustecs are members
of 8t John's Eplscopnl Church, and
the rector of the church I warden of
the instittution. The Huperintendent
i# Bister Barah

Rellglous services are  held  Lhres
times u day and are according to the
forms of the Protestant Bplscopnl
Chnreh, The warden belng much o2
cupled with other affulrs, other KEp'i-
copal clergyment nare frequently o
cured to hold special sorvies on un
duy. an effort |s made to propare the
childron for reception of the sacrn-
ments of baptism, communion, and
confirmation In the Eplscopnl Chureh,

House of the GoodStiepherd —At this
institution ionmates rise At 6 0 m
They have prayers and mass before
breakfast for half to threc-quarters of
an hour. ot b p. m, they nssemble In
lags rooms and have selectod readings
for a half hour. From 6:90 to about
§:16 they study and reclte eatechiszm
From 7:20 to & p. m, they have pray-
©eri,

The catechism In use Is one wroe-
poared and enjolned by the third ple-
nary councll of Baltimors 4nd pub-
lished by ecelesiastienl authority All
forme of worship are those of the Ro-
man Catholie Chureh,

Ihe Sisters of the Good Shepherd
sy that tenching (meaning secular
toncuing) is not part of the voea'lon,

and the Inmates of the "Penitent”

would e acoomplished in Chis Hne In
n short time,
Religlous instruction s given daily

In varlous services of exercises, s
Ing the forms and ceremonies of the
Homan Catholle Church. The
attend mass In the netitution on Suw
| nsked as to the
and taught, and the sister Fepiled tht
It was one adopted by the plenacy
councll of Baltimore,

Bt. Joseph's Male Orphan Asyium

Thin lnstitution v sdministerad by
the Sleters of Charlty, Ia
trustees belug o private corporation

I'ie school condueted for ehi'd en
who are Inmates of the institution s
vory poorly supplied with books and
such aceonsorien of 0 modern schools
room ms are ususlly consldered essen
tial.

The serles of readers In use 1n Sad
Hor's Exeelslor Serles, The work Is
moptly  primary, oxtending only
the shmplest combinations of numbers
nod wuch laogusge lossons as would
find  thelr counterpart ‘n the thid
grade of the ity schoals, The teach
Ing s meehanienl and shows laok of
profesionk!] tralnlng

In what 1 cullmd the
that o the sehool, which v condueted
for chilldren reslding at homo and poy
Ing tultion, the rooms nre much bettor
furnished and better supplied, 1 am
infarmed that the children who atiend
thin school do not recelve  supplios
purchused from the funds of the Lu-
stitution; so that the only part of its
milntenanes (o which the Government
contributes is the support of the sis-
tors who toach and the expeuss of
kooplug the rooms wirm and At for
nchool purpose.

One of the bost rooms In the InstMu-
tlon Is fAtted up an a chapel, having
the ununl means of impressing relig-
lons lewsons, such as an altar, mages,
orucifix, pletures, lighted candies, nte,

All ehildren are baptized upon re-
coption  unlesn that matter has ro.
celved attentlon bafore.  All are to-
gothar In classes Instructed in the oat-
ochilwm, doctelnes, and forms of wor-
whip of the Romnn Catholle Chureh,
If the parents or relatives of sny chil-
drom object to thelr recolvig such In-
struction, the chlldren may st gulot-
Iy In the olags without taking part,
wnd are not glven the usual spocinl
praparation for confirmation and ths
roception of the first communion,

No standard of seculnr edugation
has beon established to which all who
are cnpable muost attaln before they
are  oligible for traosfor to  family
homen or other Institutions, but 1
mant be preparad for and recelve con
firmaution and communlon, except
those found Incapable or In regard to
whom objection Is made by pardnis,

The sehool resdors adopted and used
In the House of the Good Bhepherd
and $t. Joseph's Orphan Asylum are
Badier's Kxecolalor Catholls Berles,
The title page aonouncos that thoy
are by o "Catholie taacher,”  The 10l-
lowing In .o lnitial statement from
the preface of the Third Reader of
thin Berios

Surely no period of human life s
more interesting and eritionl than that

girls

day nlechinm s

board of

to

"day wchool, '’

with Alexander MeDonald [
nmonopaly and the ety has vndertak
oft Lo protect him In bhis enterprine
Under the garbage ordinunes wo « ne
his the right to digpose aof nor even
hiaul his own garbage to the anthorized
notify

i it

dumplng ground, but e

the contractor and him for the

pay
hanliog ne well an the “dumping” In
the river or op the ears to he hauled
n few miles lnto the conntry whers
liy
There are hundrads of men

it tn burned In the open ground
wlow fires
Hying ln Omahin who keep horses (nd
do hauling for a living who ought to
have the right 1o hanl thelr own -
nure al lenst to the city “dump.” hut
they ate deprived of that right and
thelr teamu must remain idle wkile
they are compelled to pay for lis e
We know en tloman

moval of one

who employs & number of (cams In
exprows and moving work In the clty
whe & compelled to pny ns high na
$62.00 a yoar for removing Lhe mannrs
trom hig haros while hin teams remalin
fdle in his barns,  This ix 0 hardehip
which ought to be correcied ot onoe
There I no one responsible for thin
exeopt the mayor and ity counctl, The
dnlly newspapers of the ey bave been
wilent, and but few of our eltizens knew
the real condition of thinge. Hpottors
dully Mrong the elty looking for "o
fringements” on the MeDonald con-
tract, and when an offender In found
he In promptly arrested and (aken be
f::;; the pollee court and fined and the
expenns Lhus Incurred amounts to more
than the sost of the serviee when per-
formed by the conteaetor; and in thin
way the latter Ix protected In his mo-
popoly while the eitizen und (axpayer

must suffer
L ] L] L]

With the organization of the new
pourd of education there v Hable to he
dn effort made to correct the abusas
in the awarding of contractn for wehool
apples which has been In vogue In that
body for several years It is evident
from the way the people spolke in the
primariesn precoding the recent wlei -
tlon that they expect betier things
from thelr reprosontatives in that body,
There ought to be & thorough house
cleaning, No man s extitied 1o & ife
tenure of oo an secrelary of  the
poard or as superintendent of bulld.
fngn, and it In now time for those gen-
temen 1o wtep down and ol and make
room for other equally If not more oa
pable men, The reported connection
of the present secrelary with several
questionable transactions of the tsrd
do not Jend lustre to hig ability an &
publle servant and the people are tired
of having thelr employes consort with
contractora and others who are intent

In which obwervation and study firat
exort thelr modifylng Influences upon |
the pure snd rendy falth of |Iuwnlnt:
youth, It han been faithfully said |
thut “the mind of the child Is ke
wiax to recelve Impressions, but 1k
marble to retuin them.” Hence |t is]
oanantinl that dartag this placid pers
lod religlous Instruction be frequently
and attractively presepted; that thus
the earllest lmpresslons may also be
the most beneficial.  This principle
[Continued on page 8 |

upon robbing the taxpayers, whose in-
terests they are pald to protect. The
socretary (m not alope blamable, but
the puperintendent of nlldings s aiso
entitled to his share In the condemna
tion of the people. We do not Intend Lo
particularize at this time, but marely

sponk of these things In order that the
new membors may aoguaint thomsolves

bafore the time comes to aet
. L .
In the campaign of 1867 It wie com
mon feport that the Awmerican Book

of yonrs which glves that gentloman | bosed

n term | I vierlous waye to win favors from the

Punignedy have et glven and
i Is mald presents bostowed and as &
resuit the Amerleun ook
hinve recelved a fal contract from the
bonrd whioh If allowed to stand will re
sult In Heecing the taxpayers and loot
Ing the sehool fund, That this s in

e y

sdirect livibery the people will readily

understand. In thin way (he mambem
who voled for that contract have he
rome divectly interested, With refer
onee Lo members bacoming dirsctly or
indirectly Interosted In contracis for
supptes the extradt from the report
of the grand Jury of 1802 published
in this paper last week, Is pertinent
wnd tlmely, 1L sald

“Wa oare advised that this in {legal,
though not Indictable, a8 the law pro-
vides no peanlty In such cases.  Hut #
phould ot reguire o pennl clause to
prevent members from violsting the
lnw, The position of mewbers of th
boldy e purely honorsble, without the
slightost emolument. Every member,
by ronson of hia office, I & prominent
tharacter tn the minds of the ehildren
and thelf parents throughont the city
It ik folly to tneukeate the prooept of
obedlente to lnw whlle the child doey
not hnve to took  outslde the body
whith concrogls nls dally tramme 1o
and oxamples of vieintlcn of 4w
Members of the bosrd wha wish Lo con
troet with thut  body should reslen
thele ponttiona, and we commend the
wibjeol of u roviston of the law to the
legininture.”

From thin it Is plainly seen thatl the
whool lnwe are sndly in need o’ revis

' bon and it e the duty of our legislstors
1o pass Tnws that will spredily correct

thope abises and mete out proper pun-
shment 10 violators
L L] L

There In sald to be 0 move on font
1o glve Omahn a new charter fash-
foned after the “home rule’” iden. The
poople are thoroughly disgusted wilh
the manipulations of the charter, which
hinve heen earried on for vears and
will giadly waolcome anythimg which
has o semblance of honeaty of pur-
powe,  The custom of glving the mayor
the appointive power of the heads of
viirious depurtments will not be ae
coptable Lo the people, ns they geleve
they hive the right to slect whom they
wish,and this should not be overlooked
In making the new charter, The fire
and polles board, board  of  publie
warks, enginoer, sttorney, park board
nnd the head of every othey depart
ment shonld he elected by the people
If they are o hiave “"home rule” they
wanl [t in the broadest possible sane

. L] -

The supreme eourl in ordering & re
hearing 'n the Broateh-Moores case
on Thursday of last woek callad for
urgument on the qumtlon as (o wheth
o Mr. Broatel was the rightfol s
vonpor of Moores or not.  The point in-
valved In purely & technical ons A TH
pupposied o have been dispossd of by
the deciston alrendy rondered, during
the progress of the case through the
pupreme conrt. When the lnal decis
lon wis made the poople of this ity
breathed relief, and the reopening of
the ease at thin time will o a disap

pointment o the poople who have heen

In u wtate of stwpense under the ruloe
of & convicted detsulter for cightesn
months

The court nlroady Intimates that My

Moores eannot hold the ofMee, und that
the nll!,[ ||||l|l’|f111 now ulu-r. m e o
wor AL most
Moare

Py e

who whall be his sucoes

the only eomfori which ran
gel ruling

of holding possesslon of an oMoe which

from the in the

he was naver qualified to hold unti] the

court shall pass upon this last point
Hat even this may serve the purposs of
certnin  corporatione who know that
Mr. Nrostch’s reipetntement v 111 Jonss
thelr grip on Omaha's clty govern
ment

Min hurte wore deeswsd by o phyalejin
Hao lonvos Byitney ol once,

Al ROMIEE
stnito of the Unlted States,
INUE, My, Potius Intro
duesd the following bill; which was
rend twiee and yeferred to the commit
IMntriet of Coalumbin ¢

A B exempting ehureh and other
property In the Distriet of
Columbin from taxutlon and assoss-
ment, nnd for olther purposes,. Be It
enndted by the sennte nnd houss of
ropresentatives of the Unlted Statos
of Amerien I congress assembled, that
from and after the passage of this Act
all ehorehos and sehool houses, and all
buldings, gronnds, and property aps
purtennnt thereto and ased In oon-
nection therewith, and all erounds
awned by any roligloun denomination,
woolety, or churel, and hweld for the
purpose of crecting dhareh  bulldings
or houses for plaees of publie relig' ous
worship In the Distrler of Columbing,
bt b exompl from wny and sll thxos
and wnnesumonts, natlonnl and muniels
il
L Boction 2 That so much of the Aot
of Congrese upprovesd August seventh,
eightoen humdred wnd nipsty-four, ens
tled “An Act making apprapristions
tis provide for the exponses of the gov-
erpment of the Distriet of Columbls
for the fivenl yenr snding Juns thirtl-
eth, elghteun hundred and ninety-Ave,
mand for other purposes,” as has heon
conwirued 1o repeal prior Acts of Cone
grome cxempling church property from
anpessinent for special Improvements
whero such property abots the hm-
provement be, and the sume 15 hereby
repealed; and the Commosdoners of
the Mstriet of Columbin be, and they
hereby are, authoriged and roquired to
refund to the trustess or otlier proper
officers of any chareh  or churches
which pald soch mesessmoeniy as may
have heon meieaied agninst the prop-
orty of wuch church or churches for
the Improvement of strects or alleys

upon which the property of such
church or “Warehes may abut

In the

e by 7

tee on th

sitmted

OUR FRIKNDE ARE ANBWERING

Morreis, 11, Dec, 13, 1898, ~American
Publishing Co - Oentlemon Plonne
find enclosed money order for $2.00 for
Ameorican for 1800, Pleass send last
p woek's paper. Yours reapootfully,

| A
. 8w
Chiongn, Dot 12, 1IN0 —~American
Pablishing Co., Omaha, Neb —~Oonts:

Bnclosed ploase find o money order
for $2.00, belng for & yoar's iuahserip-
tion of The American In advance

Yours Respectfully G E J

L

Omaha, Neb, Dee. 10, 1808 <Friond
Thompson:  Hnclosed find §2,  being
my mibseription for " Ameriean” for
I8le. | prust yon will have a prompt
ranewil from many. It s most fmpor-
tant that we have o fearlons, oulspoken
chumplon of truth and freadom, and
thia part of the contral weal can eob-
Eratulate tself apon having that In
e American. Wishing you a pros-
pervids New Yoar and the compliments

of the season, Yours truly, H. R B
..

lan Fedro, Cal,, Dea, K, 1904 Amer-
ivan Publishing Co.: Thinking my sub-
seription to The Ameriean must  be
nearly out and ap | don’t want to mise
one of the papevs that 1 think so nmch
of reading, | berewith musll you two
dolines for my nast years sthwerips
ton Even Al It conld be had Inter

on for less money | don't begrudge the

two dollure think the paper e

worth more than that to any one that
(Continued on Page 4 )
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