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FIFTEEN MILLION
SCHOOL CHILDREN

Have Returned To
Studies 'I'hl'ﬂll}:huut

Their

the Land

The Cost of Maintainmg That Army al |

s Work Costs $151, 050,750
Year, or #1562 a Year
for Each Puplil,

Nearly fifteen milllon Amerlcan ch
dren are unbappy this week  The pube
lle schoolsareopening.  The first weok
or two In Seplember witness the opea-
Ing of most of the schouls

1t = all very well to say with Bacon
that “Koowledge Is power,” but to the
infant mind the suthor of the book of
Eoclesinsties put
when he sald: '"He that iocreaseth
knowledge increaseth sorrow.”  How-
ever much the youngster may be fond
of learning o seeming, really he dces
not eénjoy the school reutine. The boy
who really llkes to go ti school Is 0
scarce that he I8 pointed 1o more in
scorn v} an with pride by his school-
mates. Think ¢f the barrels of tears
that are shed by the fifteen million
school children, the billlons of com-
plaints that are made, the triliions of
sighs and objections, the quadrillions
of wishes that they did bpot
huave to go. Plans are Interfered with,
pleasures anticipated must be post-
poned. The period of recreation scems
too short. Yet the modern educators
belleve the summer vacation Is too
long. The child loses hls habits of
study. Vacition lss pertod of lawless-
ness. The lake and river are more ter-
rible than ever W LLe parent
Watoh must be kept on the apple or-
¢hards and the melon patches

it more correctly

Closer

Bo, though young America may not
be glad to get back to school, old
Ameriea is,  That ls, all of old Amer-
fon except the temchers. They, poor
mortale, rall at fate just as bitterly as
do thelr paplls.

There in guesswork, of course, whea
ond gives estimates of tears shed and
wishes expressed. But there Is none
about the number of puplls Tl:xe com-
missloner of education mskes careful
Inquiry as 1o thelr number.  The pub-
le schools bave an earcllment of 14,-
465,571,  This includes only those of
slementary grades and seoond grades—
pot those of higher education, even
when supporied by public taxation.
The private scbools heve an ¢orollment
of 1,501,520, muking a grand towl of
15,007,197 students in the
schools. This vast army ls more than
one-{ifth the total population of tbe
Unlted Sistes. All of them do pot
go to school every day, the average
daliy attendance belng 0,747,015, ehll-
Fven this Iatter figure ls lm-

common

dren,
pressive to the perion who has vou
stoppod to conslder, 11 means thut 12
per cont of the people of the Unlted
States are st school esch day. The
averege length of the rchool term ln
duys 1s 1404, so the aggregate number
of ¢ays of sehooling 1s 1,369,882 013, To
tanch thess rogulres the services of
400 825 Instructors, of whom 130,360 wre
mule and femals. The
women teschers outtumber the men
two 1o ne  There e 240,008 sobool-
bouses, and the value of all sohool
property Is #405,040,104.  The cost of
the puslic schools 1s S181,4063 750 per
your, or $2.61 per capits of population,
For each pupli it custs RIN.G2,
Everyhody koows, of course, that the

200,060 are

Uul ed Swates bas more school children
thaa wny other country in the world.
But It 1s uot 8o generally known that
the United Sustes, with but one-twen-
tiewt of the populstion of vhe world,
withip ber contiees bas one-vhird of the
world’s school chilldren and spends one-

balf of the smount spent by the world

for educat.on.
Free public schoolsare almost a dis-
tinolive y American lostitusion. Untll
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quite recently even In England —unll
1870, 10 be exact—tbere was no pro:
v slon for the educa | n of the wssses,
There were loundntion sehools, richly
endowed, which led to the universities,
and there were pome church and char-
ity schools, but for the most part the
massen of the populstion were left In
lgnorance. By the act of 15870, which
is generally recognized as the wisest
ard greatest Eoglish law of the gener-
atlon, provision for the school accom-
modstion of children, was made obllig-
atory on all cities nod parlshes and a'-
tendance was made tompulsery on
avory ohild,

The first Iree school In the Unlted
Stites was opened (o Boston April 18,
1635—a period of only five years alter
the settlement of that town.  Bat this
was similar W the Engllsh charity
sochools, Connecticul was the first of
the states 1o establlsh 8 common school
fund. This was dooe In 1795 New
York followed (n 1805 and Massachus-
etts In 1834,  The federal government
early showaed lnterest [n the publle
schoole, n national Incd ordinance of
1785 dedlenting one thivty sixth part of
the western torritory then in possessicn
of the goveroment to common schools,
It |s to this ri.h provision that the
eMolency of the schools ln the western

states |4 largely due. The government

has granted for common gchiools 67 B, I
valued ot 8250,000000. A |

010 ncros,
national department of educntion was
established in 1867, reduced the follow-
ing year W the burean of education,
which still exists and s of [nestimable
hanefit.

There helpg no sy=tem controlled by
the nationn]l government. diversity ob-
talos b the different stater, and yet
there 1s & remnrkable simlinrity. The
funds are primarily ralsed by loval wx-
atlon, and when there (8 & state educa~
tional fund it is divided smong the
communities In proportion to thelr
needs us n supploment, never as & sub-
stitute  Each town or city chooses jus
own school board, to which it Intrusis
the organization asd management of
the schools,

The progrese of the schools cannot be
plotured by statlstice. Buttheadvarce
is evident. The fact that population Is
belng concentrated incities and towns
leads to progress, They ure abie o
thus secure better teachars and graded
classes may be employed. Intoe small

rural schools there are vo clnsses.
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Stem the Tide of Immigration.

Each pupll Is taught by himsell. In
the old distriet sohool, with which
many & Chicagoian of village ancestry
le famlliar, progress depended upon the
pupll. Some did well, but the rank
and file of the school learned a llit'e
reading, writiog and “clphering,' and
probably studled the same book for sev-
eral winters, beglnning at the first page
on the first day ol each school yrar.
Those who needed no help from the
teacher learned w0 help themselves und
enjoyed n delightful freedom. Thore
who were slow and dull did not get
muzh aid.

Turing the pust genaration the pro-
gress has been mott rapid.  In 1870 the
average total amount of schoollng per
Inhsbitant in elementary and second-
ary schools was 2,01 years, while in
1888 this bad risen to 4.28 years. The
progress In such directions as high
schoole, normal schools, manusl traln-
ing and free state unlversities Is wo
marked as to neod no commoent. —D. 8.
Richardson In Chieago Times-Herald.
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Fort Marion's Dungeons,

The most interesting slght in St
Augustine ls Fort Marlon, as the old
structure was rechrist ned after the
Plorld s purchase, In honor of our revo:
lutlonary gencral, Marion.

Sergoeant Brown of the regular army
is tn charge of this historle plle He
will show you through the old case
mutes, each of them curious encugh,
and wlll reach ble culmination of hor
ror In the dungeons beneath the north
west bastion. Here, opening by & nar-
row pussage from the ceniral place of
arms, I8 the pince of punishment for
prisoners. The walls still show the
recessos Into whioh were lob six erosses,
Bufore one of the crosses the hapless
priscner was hanged In chalos, so ar
rungod that be could oelther sit nor
stand, while every movement was an
sgony, and while the cross, cmblem of
pesce and love, huog sbove him until
he was ready to confess or die. 1t must
have been a sacrllegious trave:ty of the
aerucifixion.

Until the yeur 1835 this large prison

cbamber of comparatively public ln.-|

pr'n-unrm'nl and torture was uummwd
to be the most thrilling rellc of Spasn-
Ish medleval barbarity. Bul ln that
year the movieg of & heavy cannon on
the oulside broke
through @ roof, and then were revedled

parapet above

two inper chambers. Invesiigaticn

showed that these |prer dungeons
ware conpected with the larger prison
chamber by & low, narrow tunuel, run-
ning through the walls four feet thiok,
This tunne!, before the teansfer of the
old fort, had been blocked with mas-
onry—perhups to concenl from the new
owoers the testimony of atroclous eru-
elty, or perhaps the tunnel was blocked
at & far earller perlod.

The first of these dungeous, which
you examine by lantern light, Is about
seven feet by twenty and fifteen high,
Ite length fitted It for the use of the
rack and Its secluslon prevented the
groans and shrieks of the tortured
from belog hesard, excopt, perhaps, ns
they might faintly reach through the
tunnel the chaloed prisoners In the
outer chnmber, to striks furthor terror
to thelr fuintiog souls, There Iv a
smuall passage for ventllatlon In the
roof, and It was that alter many vesars
onused the break that led w the dis
covery of the Lorture chamber,

It |8 with a shuddering reallzation of
Il.h-' possibilities of Spanish ferocity
unhridied
[ emerges from these durk, stone walled

whon In power that one
dungeons and greets the outer sun-
shine with » gaspof rellel.—Now York

Mall and Express
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DECLINE OF PETEK'S PENCE,

| Evil Effects of War Upon the Pope's
Pockel Money.

The Hispano- Amerioan war hss had
| n conslderable ir Huence on the linances
‘of the vstloae, sud cspecinlly on that

branch known s Peters Pence."

This voluntary contribution ol the
fuithful toward L(he the

suppori of

| head of the ghurch renobed its maxi-|

l mum on the oconsion of the At jublies
of tha prasent pope, In which

about £1,000,000 was gathered In, This

yoar

{ considerable sum was not only not sur
'puoul.-.d or reaghed slterward, but the
contributions gradually dimlalshod,
priscipally in [taly, which, belog near
vatloan, leels less she fascination and

sense of power of that institution. In

Prance, whers the republican policy ol
Leo X111, did not meet with Catholle
| favor, the samo dimuanition Is to be
The cau-¢ at work in Austria

I the

poted,
{ and Belglum to the same cod
i withdrawsl of the holy sea's support of
{the Catholle sociailsts alier creating
the party; io Spain and Portugal the
falllng nway ie due t0 \he ever {ncreas-

ing poverty there. A conslderable blow

was glven to Peter's pence by the lnstl

fution of the Propagstion of the Falth
of Lyons, which refused to pay the an-
nual wributo of £40,000, which hos been
given from time Immemorinl, slloging
that as the vatioan boars no longer the
expensy of proteciing French missions
10 the Lovant, they consider themsel ves
fres from obligation. Tho vatloan,
however, did pot silow the matter to
rest here.  Negotiatlons were entered
Into mod the lostitute agrood W pay
£8,000.

But the war stands pre-eminently
above the other onusos that make for
 lalling away ln papal lncoms.  From
Spain and Amerloa slone in the first
six months of this vear Peter's ponce
was £12,000 Joss than last year. This
shrinkage directly affects L30' por-
sonal Income, which amoucts o £24%0,
000 w year, partinlly taken from Petor's
pence.  Of this sum the pontill keops
for himsell only £20,000, notv only for
his smull expeoses, but also lor the
presents which he now wad theo makes
to soverelgne anod hesds of statos, and
the charlty which he wishes to dis
The remalnder of the
£280,000 (s spont as [ullows: £25,000
for the so-called Cardinall dal Curis,

pense privately.

who reovives a yearly sum, known as
the platto cardinallzo, of £1,000; E18,-
400 to the poor dlovoses; L£72,000 W the
prelecturo of the palsce, which, out of
that sum pays the expenses of the court
palace and museum. This ls not &
very extravagant outluy when one con-
slders that the vatiean Includes 11,000
rooms, The (Mee of the secretary ol
gtate, which is the foreign offive of the
holy see, absorbs L4000, the vatioan
employes £00.000 und the free church
sohools £41,000, —Pall Mall Gazette.
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The Papist’s Grippe,
Where the paplsts have Influence
the people have religlous la grippe.
They are good for nothing bus the
blessing, which any ustlon
They boast

that the protestant decominations will

papul
might well be afrald ol

not be able 10 nccomplish anything in
thelr attempt 1 make Roman Catholles
in Cubs studentsof the Bib'e asd thiak
They suggost, why
not try 1o eonver! Roman
Catholios about Washiogion® |1 think
Let avery

for themselves

some of the

this is & good suggestion.
Christian protestant iry W convert

every single Roman Cstholle In the
Unlted Swites. That ls the proper
placé to commence, ot home. Get
them w0 thiok for themselves, and
study the Hible for themselves, and not
do thelr thinklng by proxy, sab there-
by have soontinuation of the conlidence
game In rellglous matters. [f we want
1o make Cuba and the rostof the ls-
lands taken from Spaln, protestant, at-
tack thelr base of eccleslustionl supply
from the Unlted States, The protes
tants have not been hall awake o this
question. Make a llst of the Roman
Ustholics which you want to help, and
glve thom things to read nod help them
to resson. Do some of this work every
day snd they will be captured as well
a4 the Spaniah flect was, wW.T. P,

Sends Paupers (o the United Siates,

London, Aug. 24.—The arrival of
muany pauper lmmigrants and stowa-
ways lu Now York rocently 14 explained
by the arreést today In London of
Michael Winter, who clalmed to be &
Wintar Is aooused of
pelng ln u soheme with others to ob-

mantlomaker,
thin money by false from
many poor forelgn Jews by offering to
send them w the Unlted Sustes for §12.
Evidence was glvon 1o court that two

pretouses

| Jows hind been smuggled aboard the
| steamer Barrymore while lylog at the
London docks. They were secroted (n
the bunkers sod kept there without
food for torty-elght hours. Thelrcries
wero heard by the crow after salling.
They were compelled to work Uhelr
passige and wore arrestod as sSlOWRWAYS
on thelr arrival In Bostoo

In anothoer case Lwo men were smuge
gled aboard the sieamor Massachus-
etis, only 10 be sent back by the New
York suthorities

Winter was committed for trial—
Chicago Tribune.
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Out of town Amerloans when visitiog
Omaha oun save woney sod get & plons-
ant room by applying at this office
Room can be secured o advance by de-

pokit ol §1
PRy —
Henry I, Bowers, Clinton, la., Is the
: head of the A. P. A, In this country.
| Write him about yoar councll and ask
him for information.
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