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THE WANDERING JEW.

BY EUGENE SUE.

CHAPTER XVil
DERIT AND CRBIMT

For some seconds Samuel  and
Rathsheba remalned motionless, with
their fixed fn fear and wooasiness On
the seven luminous points, which
shown through the darkuess of the
night from the summit of the belvi-
dere: while, on the horizon, behind
the house, a pale, rosy hue announced
the dawn of day

Samuel was the first (o broak Lhe
sllence, anid sald to his wife, as he
dreow hig hand across his brow: “The
grief caused by the remembrance of
our poor child has prevented us from
refincting that, after all, there ahould
be nothing to alarm us in what we
soe

“How so, Samuel?”

“My father always told me that he,
and my grandfather befors him, had
soen such lights at long Intervals.™

“Yee, Samuel—but  without helng
able, wuy woee Lhan ourselvoes, Lo ex-
plain the cause.”

“Like my father and grandfather,
we can only suppose thal some soc-
rol pagsage glves admittance to per-
sons who, like us, have some myster-
tous duty to fulfill in this dwelling
Besldes, my father warned ma not to
e uneasy at these appearsnces, fore-
told by bim, and now visibie for the
second time in thirty yoara"

“No matter for that, Samuel, it does
pirike one as It it was something su-
pernatural "

“The days of miracles are over”
sald the Jow, shaking his bead sor-
rowfily, “many of the old houses
fn this guarter have sublerranoeocus
communieations with distant plum—-‘
wome extending even t0 tha Selne and
the Catacombs.  Doubtless, thia housa
is so sltunted, and the persons who
make these rare vigits enter by some
such means”

“PBut that the belviders should be
thus lighted up?"

“According to the plan of the build-
fng, you know that tha belvidere
forms & kind of skylight to the ap-

partment called the Great Hall of
Mourning, sltuated on  the upper
slory. As It 18 completely dark, In

consequence of the closing of all the
windows, they must use a light to
visit this Hall of Mourning—a room
which Is sald to contaln some very
strange and gloomy things,” added
the Jew with a shudder

Bathsheba, ng well as her husband,
gared attentively on the seven lum-
fnons pointg, which  diminighed In
brightness as the daylight gradually
increased

"As you say, Samuel, the mystery
may be thus explained.” resumed the
Hebrew's wife.  “Besides the day s
80 important a one for the family of
Rennepont, that this  apparition
ought not to astonish us under the
cireumstances”

“Only to think,” remarked Samuel,
“that these lighta have appeared at

tively, and Samusl, taking up his pen,
occupied himself once more with hia
ealeulations. HWis wife, in apite of
hersolf, mgain ylelded to the sad
thoughts which that fatal date had
awakened, by reminding her of the
| death of her son

1ot us now trace rapldly the his-
tory, in appsarance so romantic and
marvelous, In remlity so simple, of
the fifty thousand crowns, which
thanks tothe lawof accumulation, and
to a prodent, intelligent and faithful
Investment, had naturally, and neces-
sarily, boen transformed, in the space
of a century and a half, into a sum
far more important than the forty
milllons estimated by Father 4'Alg-
rigny—who, partially Ioformed on
thds subject, and reckoning the dls-
astrous accldents, losses, and bank-
rupleies which might have occured
diuring so long a period, belleved that
milllons might wall be conslderad
ANOrmMOUS

The hiaury of this fortune being
closely connected with that of the
Samuel family, by whom it had been
minaged for three generatlons, we
shall give it again In a fow words
About the period 1870, some years
before his death, Marius de Rennae-
pont, then travelling in Portugal, had
been enabled, by means of powerful
interest, to save the life of an unfor-
tunate Jow, condemned to be burnt
alive by the Inquisition, bocause of
his religion. This Jow was Isane
HSamuel, grandfather of the present
guardian of the house In the Rue Saint
Franoods.
Gonarons men  often atiach them-
solves 1o those they have served, ns
much, at lsast, as the obliged parties
are attached 1o their benafactors
Having ascortained that Tsaae, who
at that time earcied on a petty brok-
er's business at Lisbon, was indus-
trious, honest, active, laborious and
intelligent, M, do Rennepont, who
then possessed  large property in
Franes, proposed to the Jew to ae-
company him, and underiake the
managoment of his afairs. The same
hatred and suspleion with which the
Israclites have always boen followed,
was then at its height. Isanc was
therefore doubly greatful for this
mark of confidence on the part of M.
de Rennepont. He accepted the offer,
and promised from that day to de-
vote his existence to the service of
him who had first saved his life, and
then trusted implicitly to hia good
falth and uprightness, although he
wns a Jow, and belonged to A race
generally suspected and desplsed. M.
de Rennepont, & man of great soul,
endowed with a good apirit, was not
deceived in his cholee. Untll he was
deprived of his fortune, it prospered
wonderfully in the Mands of Isaae
Samuel, who, gifted with an admir-
able aptitude for husiness, applied
himself exclusively to advance the in-
terests of his benefactor.

severnl different times thronghout a

century and a  half! There must,
therefore, v  another family that,
fike ours, has devoled Itself, from
generation to generation, to accom-
plish duty "

“But what is the duty® 1t will per-

haps be explained today.”

“Come, come, Bathsheba,” suddenly
exclalmed Samuel, as it roused from
his reverie, and reproaching himeself
with idleness; “this is the dav, and,
before elght o'clock our cash account
must be in order, and these titles to
fmmense property arranged, so that
they may be delivered to the rightful
owners'—and he pointed to the cedar-
wood box,

“You are right, Samuel;
does not belong to us. It is & solemn
day—one that would have been
sweet, oh' very sweet Lo you and me
~if now any dayvs could be sweet o
us,” said Bathsheba bitterly, for she
wae thinking of her son.
¢ “Bathsheba,” said Samuel mourn-
fully, as he lald his hand on his
wife's; “we shall at least have the
stern satisfaction of having done our
duty. An has not the Lord been very
favourable to us, though He has thus
severely tried us by the death of our
son? Is it not thanke to His provi-
dence that three generations of my
family have been able to commence,
continue and finish this great work?

“Yesa, Samuel,” said the Jewess af-
fectionately, “and for you at least this
satisfaction will be combined with
enlm and guietness, for on the stroke
of noon you will be delivered from a
very terrible responslbility.”
| 8o saying. Bathsheba pointed to the
box.
“It is true,” replied the old man; “I
had rather these immense riches were
in the hands of those to whom they
balong, than in mine; but, today, I
shall cease to be their trustes. Once
more then | will check the acoount
for the last time, and compare the
register with the cash-book that you
bold In your hand."

Bathshebn bowed her head afirma-

this day

Then came the parsecution and ruln
of M. de Rennepont, whose property
was oconfiscated and given up to the
revernod fathers of the Company of
Jegus only a few daya before his
death. Coneealsd in the retreal he
had chosen, therein to put a violent
ond to his life, he sent secretly for
lsmac Samuel, and delivered to him

fifty thousand erowns in  gold, the
last remains of his fortune. This
faithful servant was to invest the

money to the best advaniage, and, Uf
he ghould bave a son, transmit to him
the same obligation; or, should he
have no child, he waa to seek out
some relation worthy of econtinuing
this trust, 1o which would moreover
e annexsd a fair reward. It was
thug to be transmitted and perpetu.
ated from relative to relative untilghe
expimation of a century and a half. M
de Rennepont also begged [saac to
take charge, during hls life, of the
house in the Rues Saink-Francols,
where he would be lodged gratls, and
to leave this function likewise to hie
decendants, If it were poasible.

If even [saac Samuel had not had
children, the powerful bond of union
which exists between certaln Jewish
families, would have rendered prac-
ticable the last will of De Rennepont.
The relations of Isaac would have be-

ocome partners in his gratitude to his
benefactor, and they, and their sue-
coeding generations, would have re-
ligionsly asccomplished the task im-
posed upom one of their race. Baut,
several years after the death of De
Rennepout, Isaanc had a son.

This son, Levy Samuel, borm in
1869, not having had any children by
his first wife, married again at near-
Iy sixty years of age, and, in 1760, he
also had a son—David Samuel, the
guardian of the house in the Rue
Saint-Francois, who, in 1832 (the date
of this narrative), was
years old, and seemed likely to ilve
as long as his father, who had dled
st the age of ninety-three. Finally,
Abel Samuel, the gon whom Bathsheba
so bitterly regretied, bora In 1700,

sighty-two |

had perished under 1he Russian
knout, at the age of thirty-six.

Having established this humble
genealogy, we easlly understand how
this succeasive longevity of three
members of the Samuel family, all of
whom had been guardians of the
walled house, by uniting, as 1t were,
the nineleenth with the seventeenth
contury, simplfisd and facilitated the
execution of M. de Rennepont's will;
the Iatter having declared his desire
to the gmadfather of the Samuels,
that the capital should only be aug-
mented by interost at five per cent —
sn that the fortune might come to
his decendants free from all taint of
usurlous speculation.

The fellow men of the Samuel fain-
ily, the first inventors of the bill of
exchange, which served them in the
Middle Ages to transport mysterious-
Iy considerabls amounts from one
end of the world to the other, to con-
ce] thelr fortune, and to shisld It
from the rapacity of their enemies—
the Jowa, we say, having almost the
monopoly of the trade in money and
exchanges, untll the end of the eigh-
teonth century, alded the secret tran-
anctions and Apuncial operations of
this family, which, up to about 18520,
placed  their different  securities,
which had become progressively im-
mense, in the hands of the principal
Isrnelitish bankers and merchants of
Europe, This sure and secrel manner
of acting had enabled the present
guardian of the house In the Rue
Saint-Francols, to effect enormous in-
vestments, unknown to all; and It
wis more especlally during the per-
tod of his management, that the cap-
ital sum had acquired, by the mere
fact of compound Interest, an almost
incaleulable development. Compared
with him, his father and grandfather
had only small amounts (o manage.
Though it had only been necegsary to
find successively sure and immedi-
ate Investments, 8o that the money
might not remain as It were one day
without bearing Interest, it had ac-
quired financlal ecapacity to attain
this result, when so many milllons
wore in question, The Iast of the
Samuels, brought up in the school of
his father, had exhibited this capacity
in a very high degree, ns will be aeen
immediately by the results. Noth-
ing could be more touching, noble and
respectable, than the conduct of the
members of this Jewish family, who,
partners in the engagement of grati-
tude taken by their ancestor, devote
themselves for long years, with aa
much disinterestedness as  intelli-
gence and  honesty, to the slow ac-
quisition of a kingly fortune, of which
they expect no part themselves, but
which, thanks to them, would come
pure, as immense, to the hands of the
descendants of their benefactor! Nor
could anyvthing be more honorable
to him who made, and him who re-
colved this deposit, than the simple
promise by word of mouth, unaceom-
panied by any security save mutual
confidence and reciprocal esteem,
when the result was only to bhe pro-
duced at the end of a century and a
half!

After once more reading his inven-
tory with attention, Samuel sald to
his wife: “1 am certain of the cor-
rectness of my additions Now
please to compare with the account
book In your hand the summary of
the investments that I have just en-
tered in the register. 1 will assure
myself, at the same time, that the
bonds and vouchers are properly ar-
ranged in this casket, that, on the
opening of the will, they may be pe-
livered in order to the notary.”

“Begin, my dear, and I will check
you," sald Bathsheba.

Samuel read as follows, examin-
ing as he went on, the contents of

his casket:—

Statement of the account of the heirs

of M. de Rennepont, dellvered
by David Samusls.
DEBIT.

2,000,000 francs per annum,
in the French 5 P, C,,
bought from 1825 to 1832,
at an average price of 991
Ble. - -

900,000 francs, ditto, in the
French 3 P. C., bought
during the same years, at
an average of T4f. 26c. -

5,000 shares in the Bank of
France, bought at 1,900 -

2,000 shares in the Four
Canals, in a certificate
from the Company,bought
at 1,115¢ - -

125,000 ducats of Neapoll-
tans, at an average of 82,
2,060,000 ducats, at 4L
400 - - -

5,000 Austrian Metallics, of
1,000 florins, at 93—say
4,650,000 florins, at 2f. 50c.

75,000 pounds sterling per
annum, English Consoli-
dated 3 P. C,, at 88% —say
£2,218,750, at 251

1,200,000 florins, Dutch 2%
P. C., at 60—28,860,000
florins, at 20 100 -

Cash In bank notes, gold and

39,800,000

22,275,000
9,600,000

3,345,000

9,020,000

11,625,000

55,468,760

60,606,000

gilver - - - 35,000
Franes 212,175,000
Paris, 12th February, 1832,

CREDIT.
150,000 francs received from
M. de Rennepont, In 1682,
by Isanc Samuel, my
grandfather: and Invested
by him, my father and my-
self, In different securities,
at Five per Cent, Interest,
with a settlement of ae-

THE AMERICAN.

count and investment
of interest every six
months, producing, as by
annexed vouchers - 325,950,000
Less losses sustained by
fallures, expenses of com-
mission and brokerage,
and salary of three goner-
atlons of trustees as
statement anpexed -

212,175,000
Franes 212,175,000

13,775,000

“It is quite right,” sald Samuel, af-
ter examining the papers, contained In
the cedar-wood box, “There remains
in hand, at the abtsolute disposal of
the heirs of the Rennepont family, the
aum of two hundred and twelve mil-
llong, one hundred and seventy-five
thousand francs.” And the old man
looked at his wife with an expression
of legitimate pride.

“It Is hardly eredible!” cried Bath-
gheba, struck with surprise. 1 knew
that vou had immense property in
your hands; but I never could have
belleved that one hundred and fifty-
thousand fruncs, left a century and
a half ago, should be the only source
of this immense fortune.”

“1t Is even so, Bathsheba '™ answer-
od the old man proudly. “Doubtless,
my grandfather, my father and myself,
have 61l been exact and falthful in the
management of these funds; doubt-
legs we have required some sagacity
in the cholee of Investments, in times
of revolution and commercial panfes:
but all this wns easy to us, thanks to
our relations, with our brethern in all
countries—and never have I, or any of
mine, made an usurious investiment,
or even taken the advantage of the
legal rate of interest. Such were the
pogitive demands of M. de Rennepont,
given to my grandfather; nor is there
in the world a fortune that has been
obtalned by purer means. Had it not
een for this disinterestedness, we
might have much augmented this two
hundred and twelve millions, only by
taking advantage of n few favorable
circumstances.”

“Dear me! I8 it possible?”

“Nothing is more simple. Bath-
sheba. BEvery one knows, that in four-
teen years a capital will be doubled,
by the mere accumulation of interest
and compound interest at five per
cent. Now reflect, that In a century
and & balf there are ten times fourteen
yeurs, and that these one hundred and
fifty thousand franes have thus beon
doubled and redoubled, over and over
again. All that astonishes you will ap-
pear plain enough. In 1682, M. de
Rennepont entrusted my grandfather
with & hundred and Affty thousand
francs; this sum, invested ns T have

‘told you, would have produced in 1696,

three  hundred
thousand franes. These last, doubled
in 1710, would produce six hundred
thousand. On the death of my grand-
father in 1719, the amount was already
near a million; in 1724, it would be
twelve hundred thousand franes; in
1738, two millions four hundred thou-
gand; in 1762, about two years after my
birth, four millions eight hundred
thougand, in 1766, nine millions six
hundred thousand; in 1780, nineteen
millions two hundred thousand; in
1794, twelve years after the death of
my father, thirty-eight millions four
hundred thousand; in 1808, seventy-
gix millions eight hundred thousand;
in 1822, one hundred and fifty-three
millions six hundred thousand; and,
at this time, taking the compound in-
terest for ten years, it should be at
least two hundred and twenty-five mil-
lions. But losses and inevitable
charges, of which the account has been
strictly kept, have reduced the sum to
two hundred and twelve millions one
hundred and seventy-five thousand
frances, the securities for which are
in this box.

‘1 now understand you, my dear,
answered Bathsheba, thoughtfully;
‘but how wonderful Is this power of ac-
cumulation! and what admirable pro-
vision may be made for the future,
with the smallest present resources!’

‘Such, no doubt, was the idea of M.
de Rennepont; for my father has often
told me, and he derived it from his
father, that M. de Rennepont was one
of the soundest intellects of his time,’
sald Samuel, ag he closed the cedar-
box.

‘God grant his decendants may be
worthy of this kingly fortune, and
make a noble use of it!’ sald Bathshe-
ba, rising.

It was now broad day, and the clock
had just struck seven.

‘The masons will soon be here,’ sald
Samuel, as he replaced the cedar-box
in the iron safe concealed behind the
antique press,
1 am curfous and anxious to know,
what descendants of M. de Rennepont
will now present themselves.

fourteen years after,

Two or three loud knocks on the
outer gate resounded through the
house. The barking of the watch-dogs
responded to this summons,

Samuel said to his wife: ‘it is no
doubt the masons, whom the notary
has sent with his clerk, Tle all the
keys and their labels together; 1 will
come back and fetch them.'

S0 saying, Samue]l went down to the
door, with much nimbleness, consid-

ering his age, prudently opened s small

‘Like you, Bathsheba, |

~0it.ies with over 5,000 Inhabitants.

wicket, and saw three workmen, in the

garh of masons, accompanied by a
young man dressed in black

‘What may you want, gentlemen?
said the Jew, before opening the door,
as he wished first to make sure of the
identity of the personages

‘l am sent by M. Dumesnil, the
notary,’ answered the clerk, ‘to be
present at the unwalling of a door.
Here 15 a letter from my master, ad-
dressed to M, Samuel, guardian of the
house.”

‘I am he, sir,’ said the Jew; ‘please |

to put the letter through the slide, and
1 will take it’

The clerk did as Bamuel desired, but
shrugged his shouldors at w hat he con-
gidered the ridicnlous precantions of
a suspicious old man. The housekeeper
opened the box, took the lelter, went
to the end of the vaulted passage In
order 1o read it, and carefully com-
pared the signature with that of
another letter which he drew from the
pocket of his lony coat; then, after
all these precautions, he chained up
his dogs, and 1eturned to open the gate
to the clerks and nasons,

‘What the devii, my good man!’ sald
the clerk .ag he entered; ‘there would
not be more formalities in opening the
gates of a fortress!’

The Jew bhowed, but without answer-
ing.

‘Are deaf, my good fellow?
erled the clerk, close to his ears.

you

‘No, sir,’ said Samuel, with a quiet
smile, as he advanced several steps be-
yond the passage, Then pointing to the
old house, he added: ‘That, sir, is the
door which you will have to open; you
will also have to remove the lead and
iron from the second window to the
right.’

I all the windows™

"Why not open
asked the clerk.
| ‘Because, sir, as guardian of this
house, I have received particular or-
ders on the subject."— "Who gave you
these orders?

‘My father, gir, who received them
from his father, who transmitted them
from the master of this house. Whea
I cease to have the care of it, the new
proprietor will do as he pleases.’

‘Oh! very well,” said the clerk, mot
a little surprised. Then, addressing
' himsalf to the masons, he added: “This
| {& your business, my fine fellows; you
are to unwall the door, and remove
the iron frame-work of the second
window to the right.’

Whilst the masons set to work, un-
der the inspection of the notary's
clerk, a coach stopped before the out-
er gate, and Rodin, accompanied by
Gabriel, entered the house in the Rua
Saint Francols.
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