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«| WAS THERE MYSELF"

Our Friend Tells of Three Days of
Active Service During the War,

Sent to Burn a Bridge to Embarrass the
Enemy— Which the Enemy Had Al
ready Sent op In Smoke

April b 15862, my reglment was sia
tloned st Crump's Landing, on the
Tennessee river, six miles from Plue
burgh Landing, historically
known as Shilol

On the nightof Aprll 5, my regiment
and one other, making nearly 2,000 sol-
dlers in all, were sent to Purdy, & smail
place twelve miles Inland, to burn a
bridge that we thought, or at least our
commander thought, was of great value
to the epemy; but when we gol there
we found the Johules bad burned It for
us, 80 we had our trip for nothing.

The road was wol [rom previous
beavy ralps, and that Tentessee mud
or clay was borrible, when mixed with
plenty of wator and properly tempered
by & couple of thousand sold lers march-
ing through It, snd the night wus #o
dark that you could not see three feet
shoad of you. We marched by twos and
jolned hands [llke the couniry jnkes
coming In town to a cirous]. One of us
would come up to s right shoulder
shift, the other to a left, when one
would fall the other would pull him up;
but even that would often fall to keep
us out of the mud, for we would both
slip and go down together, There was
a dead horse just in the middle of the
voad, and 1'1] venture to sy that out of
the 2,000, about 1,600 fell over that
horgo, and If a soldier’s curses avalleth
anything, that horse's soul must be In
purgatory yet.

Weo made the round trip just before
daybreak, tired, eloepy and covered
with mud, lald down, got a few hours
sleep, up agaln at roll call, got break-
fust, when my pariner and | teok our
overcoats to o stream close by, to wash
some of Tenneesee's saoced soll off
them, for the cont that was & U, S, blue
the night before, wus a beautiful Ten
nessee yollow the next morning.

In explanation of the word pariner,
soldiers in the army almost invariably
pair off, as it Is essential in more ways
than one, First, a double blanket wlill
oover two, 80 on & cold night we could
put our rubber blankets under us und
have four blankets over us Instead of
two: another roason, If one Is sick and
off duty, the oiher will make it as
pleasant as he can for him: again, in
fornging for things that are good W
eal, two are apt to get more than one,
then we whack up.

We hadgscarcely commenced to wash
our coats when the firing at Shileh was
heard very distinetly where we were.
This was Sunday morning, Aprll 6, and
a fine clear morniog it was, If | remem-
ber arlght.C My pard sald: “The pick-
et are unloading their guns at Shiloh."
1sald: “'Plckets be d—d, did vou ever
heur of six and twelve pounders unload
ing alteribeing on ploket? 1'll bet you
a canteen of regulation, pard, that we
gct marchivg orders in less than an
hour to help them fellows out.” | Regu-
Iation in the army means whitkey; the
government used to Issue it to the men
sometimes, and [ wes guite solld with
the brigade commissary, Pard and |
generally had & canteen of it between
us.] Pard says: "Il take the bet." 1
won and bad hslf an bour to spare, for
the orderly’s call was beat In less than
half an hour and ourorders were: “Two
day's grubio your haversack and sixty
rounds;reartridges, forty In your car
tridge box and tweny in your blouse,
and be ready to march at & moment's
notics, The notice came about 11
o'clock, and the whole commund started
for Shiloh.

The command, as near as | can recol
lect, was as follows: Flrst Nebraska,
Sixth Missourl, BEighth Missourl, the
pride of yourchumble servant,| ity
fith Illinols. and Ninth Indians bat-
tery. [ don't remember the number of
the battery; it was a full company, six
pleces,. We marched about five miles,
but we took the wrong road, and when
we discovered ourselves we were almost
in the rear of the enemy, and within
hall & mile of where General Prentice
and his whole brigade were captured,
s0 | alterwards learned, Just here an
orderlycame dashing up to the head of
the column, handed the general an en-
velope, and In a few seconds the order
came: “Righs about, deuble quick,
murch,” and wo did [t for about two
miles, when we came t0 & walk and
ok tos road leading east until we
atwiol what was called the river road
to Shiloh, and a fine wet and spongy
one it was; we had to corduroy a part
of it to get the battery and teams over,
It was about dark when we got in line,
and the firing had about ceased lor the
day. We were on the extreme left of
the enemy's line: our right in a large
timber, and 1 would say, about a
qguarter of a mile from the river. We
stacked  arms with orders not to leave
the stacks over ten leet, but that order
was not very rigidly kept. Pard and 1
got a ellm supper, black coffee, sow
b—— and bhard tack. Our stingy sup-
per over, we commenced to make our
bed llke so many hogs, by scralching
some leaves and small brush together
%0 keep our precious hides off the

or more

(dis was

“Ibring me a driok?”

ground: but our leaves were of litile
use, for In the early part of the evening
it commenced w0 thender, lghion and
rain, and {f the weathor-clerk ever did
bis duty, it was that night, for at inler
vasls It soemed a8 though 1t came down
in buckesfuls ; 1t would let up for ashort
time, to let the lightening get s work

in, nod when the lightening would |
finsh, wo could see the fence, as L were,
of bayonets hall n mile long

Sleop was out of the gquestion Belwoen
the thusder and lightening and & gun-

post In our rear, which was throwing |

forty-two pound shells over our heads
into the enemy’s camp, two miles away,

|lhuut gvery throe to five minules, the

slmply terrible, =0 pard
and I took our guns, stuck the bayo
nets In the ground, threw an ofl-cloth
blanket over the bults for a roof, put
our knapsacks down and sat back 10
back with our blankets around us. But
it did not last long, for the next big
shower that came, [t seemed as If
® quart of warer wonl down my back.
I says, ‘let's get out wnd hunt a tree,’
which we did. Pard got there before
I did. The trlp was made when it light
envd, for that was the only time we
could see anythleg. [ followed him ns
soon us | could, and when | wus near
the tree, he sald to me: “There lsa
dead Johny has this tree.” “How do
you know?' “Why I put my hand
right In his face.” [sald, “"You are
sure he Is dead?” His roply was, ""His
face l& wetl and cold as o wedge." |
suld: “The raln won't hurt him any;
lets pull him out s little from there,”
#0 cach ook a leg and moved him out,
and wo had the tree to ourselves; but
It was no lmprovement on the place we
had left, but It was the best we eould
do, for the raln found its way to our
hides just the same. But our cup of
experience was not qulite full yet, for
half an nour before we wont to the tree,
& wounded rebel In our front, and not
over & hundred yards away, had been
bogging for a drink of water, and
though his elothes were wol as water
could make them, he would hollo,
“Oh, won't some one for God's sake
bring we a drink,” and after waliting a
ressonable time, would ralse his volece
and hollo, “Won't some cowardly Yank
I said to pard,
“Go glve the poor devil a drink.” "Not
by u d—m sight, there may be a brick
in 1t."  Another clap of thunder, a
flash of lghtning, then more raln, an-
other shell from the gunboat, and the
echo had searcely died awny, when our
wounded Johny opencd up again with,
“Oh! won't some big-hearted Yank
brivg mo & drink? 1 sgain urged my
pird to go. As it was his day to carry
canteen of regulation, [ told him to
give it to me, and I started for the
wounded Johoy with the two canteans.
1 went a fow yards, walted till it lght.
ened and would go again, [ got within
seventy feet of him, 1 balled him with,
“Are you aJohny or a Yank?" “Oh!
| sm a confederate, for God's sake glve
me & deink.” 1 unsiung my canteen of
water and gave him some, and while
he was drinking 1 asked him if he
would like a drink of whiskey. “Great
God," he sald, “bave you got some
whitkey?' He appeared to be more
surprised than he did when the ball
struck bim. He took the whiskey, and
would have emptied it if I had not
choked him off, He thanked me very
kindly, gave me his name, regiment
and bhis mother's address, 1 unrolled
his blanket, put some brush vnder his
head for a pillow and covered Eim with
his blanket, bid him good nlght and
that was the last I ever heard of him,

for I suppose the whiskey put him to|

sleep. He was shot through the hips,
and the lower partof him was paralyzed.

When I got back. Pard sald, “What
did you find?* 1 wld him a wounded
Johny, “Were you fool enough to glve
him all that whiskey?” he inquired. 1
told him yes, and he commenced to
d—m me lor wasting good whiskey on
a Johny, for he sald he would die any-
how before morning. 1 handed him
the canleen, he gave it ashake and
fou~d 1 was lylng ahout glving all the
whiskey to the John, and he sald, “1
didn’t think you was such a big fool.”
It was now near morning, the thunder
and lightening bad ceased, and the only
thing that marred our peace the bal-
ance of the night was the punboat firing
occasionally and ap orderly going along
hunting fr the commanding officer,
Pard and myself took a little consola-
tion out of the regulation canteen wnd
backed ourselves up against the tree,
and he slept pretty well for an hour or
two, but every time the boat sent shells
over our heads I awoke, although | was
quite ripe lor sleep, only about four
hours in two nights,

It was not later than 6 o'clock on the
worning of the 74k, wlen the reveilie
was blown, and everything was astir.
Pard and myself, wet and hall asleep,
tried to lighta fire; he got a plece of
paper out of his knapsack, and the fire
was started; he prepared the coffee and
I took the two guus and wiped them as
dry as 1ocould, while he was getting
the coffee holled. The sun rose clear,
and s It was in the large timber and
no wind, scarcely, the alr wasthick with
mist or fog, we could not see much over
a hundred yards. When our coffee was
about done, a six pound shot came toar-
ing through the trees from the enemy.
It went about fifty feet to the right and
aboutl ten feet oo high, and buried it
sell in the ground a hundred ya-l:in
our resr, but It was peur encugh W

slop all coffee mlhlll;’

The hugla
sounded and the lopg roil was boat
slong the whole line, and that was the
last breakfast for masy & poor fellow,
and my partrer was among that un-
fortunate vumber,  As the Indiana bat-
tery was just to the right of my regl

| meunt 11 was ordered Into sotion in reply
to the enemy’s shot, and & regular ar

tHlery duel was kep® up for some min-
when we, the Infantry,
dered In, und then the ball was on for
the day. not at our end alone, hut the
whole line. That one shot in our front
| was the opening of the whaole fight for
the day, and from then until about 2
o'clock In the afternoon, there was no
lull with the exception of & few min-
utes st & time while the artillery was
changling position, or the Infantry was
making some small flank movement,
which was done several times (o the
afteraoon. My reglment was making a
flank movement on a double qulek
noross nsma’l ravine, when the Johnles
got us in renge. firlng on us killing eight
of my company outright and wounding
as muany more. My pard was one of
the killed;: we were touching elbows
when he fell. [t I« hard to express
one's teelipgs jost at a moment like
that. [ slackenod my gait for a mo-
ment to look &t poor Phill, when the
captain’s shrill volee rang out, 'Close
up, close up,” It was well he did, for
It would have been cortain death to the
most of us to have halted there any
time, After getting over the ravine
we were ordered to lle down o escape
the cnemy's fire, and the batterles
changed position. [ don't suppose we
were lylng there over five minutes, but
It seemed an age to me. A thousand
things ran through my mind, but the
subjeot thul was uppermost was poor
Phill, dead or mortally wounded; and
then the wounded Johny of the night
before eame to my miod, and | won
dered If any one would give him water
If he needed It, for he had the canteen
with whiskey in it, but there was but
little left, While lying there I could
have wept like a child If T could have
dove any good, snd | don't know but
I did to some extent, for, as the old
saying ls, It was a time that tried men's
souls, The bugle sounded, rise up and
double guick toanother ridge, then or-
dered to lie down, lord and fire at will,
and here all my sympathetle feelings
seemed to leave me, and all respect |
ever had for the enemy seemed gone for-
ever, and 1 bolleve if T could have had
the power at that time to send the
whole confederacy to “hell at one swoop
I would have done it. The orders were,
fire at will. Well T had a will at that
time, and it appearad to me that 1 firad
thre® shots to my nelghbors two, and |
did not fire without taking alm either,
for I wanted to get even with the fellow
that killed my partoer.

The fighting was tarrible from about
aleven till hall past one or two o'clock,
when the Johnles masged their whole
force in a body of about 40,000, [ was
told, and I guess we had perhaps that
many or more, and 1t seemed thatevery
gun, from a twenty-pound Parrot, down
to & forty-eight calibre rifle, was doing
duty. Just imagine 100000 infantry
and all the artillery of both sides in
action at one time, Itseemed a miracle
how any one could escape & wound of
some kind, I have seen several skirm-
ishes and hard battles, but never heard
such an artillery and musketry as on
Anril 7, from twelve to two o'clock.
When they conld not break our line
they gave it up, and we had the fleld
with all thelr dead and wounded, and
all the dead to bury, with the excep-
tion of those fhe rebels came In and
got under a flag of truce. 1 went back
next morning to where onr dead were
eollected for burial to take a last look
at poor Phil, The fellow that shot
him made a goed job of i1, for the ball
had gone through his brexst and out at
the back, taking halfl a hand-full of the
blue cotton batiing such ns the soldiers
ennts wern Hoed with. [don’t suppose
he ever knew what ki'led him. He
was burled with the rest of the dead,
and their graves properly marked,

| ules ware or-

On Wednesday afternoon, April 0, 1
was detailed on the burying squad to
bury the dead enemy. Sorae had laid
on the ground since Sunday morning,
for they did pot Intend to do anything
towards buryving until aiter Monday,
when they expected to ‘asve a large
portion of the Yankee army to bury—
those who were not dviven Into the
Tennessee river: for Gemeral Bureguard
made a speech to his men on Sunday
nlght and toid them that the next day—
Monday—they would drive the Yankee
horde into the Tennesses river and
make an end and a first-class job of it,
but he counted his chlokensbefore they

were hatched, for on Rionday night the
whole foree under Borepusrd was five
miles from the river. on their way to
Corinth, minus many thousands of the
comriades, who were killed or wounded.

[ will give you an idea ot a burying
detall—] mean in burying the enemy
after a big battle. There is & gang
goes with pleks and shovels to dig the

feet wide and from ten to forty feet
long, and sabout theea {eet deap: 11t 18
good digging the hole may get a foot
more: the length of the ditch depended
generally on how thick the dead were
and the number we had 10 bury. The
hauling detnil was a four-mule toam
with a driver, and four men to do the

trenches, which are dug about seven'

loading, three on*the ground and one |

in the wagon to pul] them up to the
"froot of the wagon and pile them up,
for | bave scen as muny as thirty in
one load. We would take the load lo
the nearest tranch and roll them in,
sometimes two deep W save \l‘L’Eil‘.L’.
They were not handled as you would
bandle eggs and orockery, lor It was
anything but a pleassrt job, and you
may know the flavor was anything but
a flower garden afier lylog on the
ground from Sunday moroing until
Wedneaday afternoon, and the two last
days were quite warm. Why they were
not buried sooner | don't know, All
the dead borses were burned on Tues
day. Itisless work to burn a horse
than to dig & hole, il vou bave plenty
of wood, and we had plenty of It

If we had not buried the dead when
we did, there would likely have been
un epidemle, for the smell was unbear-
able. The burying detail was furnished
whisky 1o drink, for one nceded some-
thing to strengthen his nerves and
denden the sens= of smell. By working
lively I think the dead were all burled
by Wednesday night. It appears bad
enough to kill & man, but it seems
much worse when you have to wait until
ho is decomposed, and then bury him to
keep him from killing you in return.

S0 you see we had to fight the enemy
twice, as it were, and your humble ser-
vint was unfortunate enough to be in
it to the finish; and of my whole three
years' service, those three days and
pights were the suddest and most
lamentable of all my life, and yet It
was thirty-one years last month since
It happened. So strongly was it im-
pressed on my mind that the most
minute details of that occasion seem as
vivid as If it oceyrred but yesterday.
And that was soldiering In every sense
of the word. Three days and nights
of my life will never be forgotten.

Harry H. Kirny,

Formerly of Eighth Missouri [nfantry

Company 1.
————

North Omaha, lﬂentlon!

We Ilnvite your attention to the fact,

Friends, that we are still on deck at
the old stand, and are now showing a
full line of Underwear and Hoslery for
men, women and children, besides the
10,001 things that make up a varlety
store. Wae
prices g0 that time and car-fare are

alwavs aim to make our
guved our customers,
Do not forget BALDWIN'S,

1315-17 N, 24Lth St.

Eat Dyball's Candles, 1518 Douglas

Show cards, 'or Rent cards, Business
cards, every kind of cards atthe AMER-
1CAN PusLisaiNG Co. Job Department,
1615 Howard street, Omaha.

The Value of Good Bread

is appreciated by everyone, but so few
aro able to secure uniformly good re-
sulte. 1'his is often due to the fact that
when milk is used the character of it
is exceedingly variable: by using
Borden's Peerless Brand Evaporated
Cream you will overcome this difficulty.
Try it

When down town drop In at John
Rudd's and leave your watch, If itis out
of repalr, to be fixed. 317 north 16 S

ST e T —

Eat Dyball’sdelicious Cream Candies,

1518 Douglas St

[P you desire to assist the cause sub-
scribe for THE AMERICAN,

Edward Baumley,
and St. Marys Ave

for livery, 17th

Just a Little Faster,

The '‘Northwestern” No. i, leaving
Omuha at 4 p. m. daily, now arrives at
Chicago at T .aﬂ A m., instead of B lo
as formerly. ‘“‘Just a llttle [laster,
Don't confuse this with the Omaha
Chicago special, which still leaves at
545 p. m. daily and arrives at Chicago

at 845 8. m,

NONEED TOCHANGE THIS TRAIN

City Office 1401 Farnam street.

M. O. MAUL,

Suncessor to Drexel & Maul

Undertaker and Embalmer
1417 FARNAM NT.

TEL. 225. OMAHA, NEB.
' G. W. GILBERT,
CARPENTER

contractor % Builder

Btorm Doors and Sash.
1705 8t. Mary's Ave., OMAHA, NEB.

CHRIST. HAMAN
Walchmaker and Jeweler,

FINE WATCH REPAIRING A SPECIALTY
519 South 16 Street.

OMAHA, NEB
c. w- BAKER'

Undertaker @ Emalmber

[Formerly with M. 0. Maul.]
TRIEFRONE 63
813 South 16th §t., OMAMHA.
LADY ASSISTANT FURNISHED.

M. DALEY,

Merchant Tailor

Suits Made to_ Order.

Guarantees a purfoct it puees Oloth-
tng cleaned dyed and renu e h.l

2107 Cuming St OMAHA.

20

You can l-l.i_\' H .\lan'~
h.llui" for

You ecan

2

lll\ a

'W. N. WHITNEY'S
gg;hcgli\:co.u n.t S.ale.

$l."-'l ‘.“11. I‘ll!l!l](_'

$3.60

Ladies’ §3.00
Shoe, with narrow Square Toe and Patent Leather Tips, for

Sole

Dongola Welt, extension Sole

$2.40

0.

and other kinds of Men's Women's and Misses’ Shoes at the
same

ER CENT DISCOUNT

IFOR CASH : : :
The Lowest Prices on Overshoes for Cash.

W. N. WHITNEY,

108 South 15th Street,

Opposite Postoffice.

o
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Peac

A GOOD MOVE.

There are lots of

HERE’!

b, ean Peaches
Plnea

pple

Raspherries

Blueberries . . ...

Strawherries.

Gooseberries .

Blackberries

hes,

‘Ups and Downs”
ous Bakery Department has just “got a move on it” and is now
located on “OUR BALCONY,”

The

Apricots, per b

L1}

12ic

2i¢
A24e
. 9o
124¢
10
A0 e

]

in this uur]tl Our fam-

where we are selling

Best Home-made Bread 2¢ a Loaf.

Leave your Grocery Orders on the Baleony.
SOMETHING
None Better.

GOOD ;

2 1b. can Corn. I fe
s » b.r‘ing “t'ﬂll: Sus ke s e OH
2 Succotash. . . To
a3 ¢ Tomatoes Rl it 0
g ¥ Marrowlat I’t'an ........... Sc
gk Steak Salmon............. 0¢
). U Steak Salmon,............ 15¢

No 0Id Shop-mrn Stock. llnys Fresh, Pure and Sweet.
CALIFORNIA DRIED FRUITS.

Very Finest!

J24e
.. 124¢

Prunes, per Ib.....i.coiiivinrsiaes 8ic
Muscat Ralsins, perlb ............ L

When We Say It's So, It Is So.

W. R. BENNETT CO.,

Always at the Head

1502-12 Capitol Avenue.

PATRONIZE HOME

BUY YOUR TRUNKS

WHERE THEY ARE MADE AND

INDUSTRY.
—S==

C. H. FORBY,

MANUFACTURER OF

AND TRAVELING BAGS. REPAIRING DONE.

I406 Douglas Street.

e OmaHA, NEB.

Best Goods In the market

Children’s and Boys' Shoes at-same Reduction for CASH, for 30 Days

SHOES =

7 BOOTS

of all Kinds for the Next 30 Days,

*

GREAT REDCTION.

L \Illl‘-‘-li“l“- worth N-\TJV-I]] gO |l£’i i 4
300 y-

MEN'S SHOES 600 5
. 5.00) ! i,
3.00 205

2.50 2.00

190138 YIUeoalI g yinos StJ

C. LANG.

NI

‘VHVIVO

S3aNno.L

1SOLr Oy} SIS

"IHZ.LHO.I.S d "M

718 South 16th St.

Full Set
~(F-

TEETH

$5

‘ PERFECT FIT GUARANTEED.

Teeth Extracted in the morning and New
Seot mode the Sama Day.

Teeth Extracted Withont Pain for 25¢,
DR. WITHERS, Dentist,

Fourth Floor Brown Blk,, 18th and Douglas,
Omahn, Neb,

H. K. BURKET,
FUNERAL [)IRECTOR

| EMBALMER.

| UMice removed from 110 North 16th street to
‘ 1618 Chicago Street.
|

Telephone §0. - OMAMHA, NEB,

Lace or Congress

/

/

——




