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Company Great

Very Unusual Behavior of a *“Spook™ Which

Persuaded Every Prisoner in an Illinois Jail to Con-
fess Guilt and Be Sent to the Penitentiary Rather
Than Receive Any More * Spiritual®™ Calls

and stood there awhile,
it there, all white, a tall, skinny
thing with an awful long neck., Then

Murphysboro, 111, February 28.
OR the first tme in legal his-
F tory In this country the ex-
{stence of a "ghost” has been
formally recognized by a eourt of
law.. A commission has been ap-
poloted’ Hy the Govérnor of lllineis
to investignte unusual happenings
at the Jackson county jall in Mur-
physboro, Ill.,, where the “spirit" of
# murderer, executed seventeen
years ago, {8 sald to have the habit
of making visits to the varlous cells
and foreing, through fright, the pris-
oners to confess thelir gullt. In
police parlance “the third degree’
{8 a euphonious term for the equiva-
lent of the snclent torture chamber.
The Murphysboro ghost is em-
phatioanlly a “third degree” ghost
That there s something very pecu-
llar about the Jackson county prison
is certnin. What the commission
wante to find out i whether the
phenomenon is  super-normal  and
worthy of {nvestigation by the
Society for Psychical Rlesearch, or
whether it is a handmade device for
extorting confesslons to maks the
conduct of justice easler for Jack-
80N county

AREAL-_ -F_Rm-_“.

“Better send an; lnspector down to

The thing that brought the matter
to the attention of the State au-
thoritles was the astonishing spec:
tacle of nine prisoners—the whaole
cateh of that term of Clrenlt Court
—each pleading  guilty to the
charges against him, Investigation
of the réasons brought ont the story
of the “ghost” and also the remark-
nhle fact that in the past ten years
fwenty murderers hnd maka confes:
slons of gullt urged on by the sama
CAlUReE.

The “ghost" is supposed to be
that of John F. Jones, who was
hanged In the Murphyaboro jail

vard on Friday, May 15, 1806,

The recent confession ball was
opened by Samuel Smith, a
negro, who was charged with
the murder of another negro,
Asn Black, at Hollldayboro,
November 12, 1012, The jury
to try bhim had been secured
and thres witnesses for the
State were examined before
the Court adjourned for the
night.

When the court reconvened
next mepraing Smith'e attorney
arose and sald: “My cllent
wishes to plead gullty.”

“Why has he changed his
mind?" asked the judge,

“He would better tell you

1 could see

It told me . would be hanged If 1
Hdn't plead gulity. It didn't stay
very long and when it went away it
just disappenred.”

Asked by the Court if it had not
been a dream, imagination or some-
body playing a joke on him, Smith
answered: “No, slr. 1 was wide
awake when I saw it. We wera all
locked In our cells and the door to
the cell room was locked. How

could anybody get into play a joke?

And how could they get in and out

of my cell when 1t was locked 7'
Asked how he knew it was the

An Investigation by the represen.
tntlve of this newspaper resulted in
the following facts:

Jobn Jones was hanged in the jail
vard in 1857, He was a tall, thin
man, a stand keeper following the
county falrs, nnd en the falr grounds
at Auna, in Unlon county, he dis-
agreed with a woman who had been
working for him. Jones knocked
the woman down and kicked and
beat her to death. He took 2 change
of venue from Unlon (o Jackson
county, was tried at Murphysboro
and hanged in the yard of the jail,
which had just been completed,

Prisoners began saying they saw
the "spook"” the night after the
hanging of Jones, The sheriff
and deputies at that time be-
lieved it was the overwrought
Imagination of the prisoners,
and have always contended
and now contend that the
whole thing is merely super-
stition and imugination, There
have been six sheriffs In the
office since the hanging of
Jones, The present sheriff, C,
T. Bdwards, has been in office
two years, He would not
tolerate the playing of a
“ghost"” prank on prisoners.
He leaves the care of the jail
to Jaller Jernigan. Mr. Jerni
gan says he would not permit

Piritain Mighia tererved
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No. 217--To Be Beautiful, Keep Well--By Mme. Lina Cavalieri,

HEN you face your mirror
and "take stock of your
looks” you must ses that

when you are feeling best vou look
beat, and when you look worst you
are feellng worst, The conclusion
fa a most ohvious one. To alwass
look well keep well

How to kecp well? I am seldom
L. T have only been really i1l twice
In my fe. That, 1 am sure, In not
becauss 1 am of sturdy, physical
atuff. On the contrary, [ am of ver:
wlender figure and of small vitulity
1 have kept well by living nccording
to my personal rules of health

One which | place at the head of
the list because | regard It as most
important Is: “Always keep the
apine straight Don't loll.  The
spine was not made to sit on, though
dawdlers seem to think so. The
man who lounges In a large easy
chair with his leg thrown across the
arm, In apparently comfortable atti
tude, his head someheres near the
middle of the back of the chair, |s
sitting on his spine. The woman
who sita half reclining in a becom-
Ing negligee in a deck chair is sit-

ting on her spine. The man In the
chair and the woman in the negligee
wonder why they are consclous of
their nerves, why they have back:
ache. The &spine Is protesting
against the use to which It Is put.
It is a brace of the body, the key-
stone of the structure. We are
bending and warping it when we try
to twist It Into a chalr, 8it and
stand erect. If you are too tired to

do this you are tired onough to re- °

cline on a couch or hed. Even then

The Most Famous Living Beauty.

your duty 1o the apine does not end.
It you twist it into strange shapes
while at rest you are not only injur
ing the spine, but deranging your
entire nervous system.

Take inward alr baths Do for
yvour body what an energetic house.
keeper does for her house, You
have seen such a housekeoper throw
the windowa wide open, and while
the alr is sweeplog In strong our-
rents through the room vigorously
sweep and dust 1t? That is what we
do for the body when we deeply
breathe, The body of the person
who never hreathes deeply s llke a
neglected house, with dust lyving
thick upon its furniture, Koep your
body house clean, Make desp
breathing habltual. You will be re
warded by the fullness of your
chest, the clearness of your ekin
and the light in your eyes,

Do without & meal now and then,
It will be well tor you o to do. But
never do without your dally bath.
If it is only a fiveeminute function, a
mere fastoning of a rubber tube
upon the fancet and turning a sharp,
quick spray upon your shoulders
and allowing the stream o flow
down your trunk and limbs, do that.
But don't allow the dust of the
streal, a4 too large part of which
sifts into the home, remain on your
porson. It clogs the pores, causes
eruptions upon the face, and Is the
beginning of varlous blood discases,
bestdes lowering that which we

want always at iis nhighest, the
vitality, |

Sleep Is mors important than food,
Contrive to get plenty of 11mn,'
Never mind about the storlea of Na-
poleon and his three or four hours.
Thera waa only ons Napoleon, and
he had his Waterloo. Perhaps, if
he had slept more ——,

Keep saying to yourself when a
menl is set hefore you: “I will eat
what will nourish me, and only so
much as | need for nourishment.”
A large slice of ple or a bowl of

sweet pudding s not included In
that clasalfioation. Naither is a box
of candy,

Drink a great deal of water. Ask
almost any person you meet {f she
drinks plenty of water, and she re-
plies. “Oh, yes" Dare Lo press
the matter and ask her how many,
and she will reply, vaguely: "Oh,
yes, two or three glasses a day.”
She would better multiply the num-
ber hy five,

I do not nurse my small lllnesses. X
belleve that mind |s stronger than
matter, though 1 do not deny the
existence of matter, It Is one of the
elements that make up our lives.
But In large measure we can
dominate It, And so we can doml-
nate our grievances. Don't hold
grudges, Forget the persons who

caused them. If only for your
beauty's sake!
Hatred and discontent are rmav-

agers of beauty,

(

ape what's the matier with this man's that himself, your Honor," the playlng of any such
S s o i s aetiney To Snl o
: perintendent.
“Oh,” began the superintendent, “wae MERON(S0l6" SUUEARIG: Mint The Juil nffce s on he L

ment:

“The ‘ghost’ of John Jones
came to me in my cell last
night and told me if I didn’t
plead guilty the jury would
surely find me gulity and send
me to the gallows,

throw complaints about the moters' ' ——-
“This Is no complaint Hp sends
checks for the nmount of his LIl and
fays n ‘very reasonable’”
-

‘ NO USE FOR HIM.

“I've g0t you down fTor a coupls of

ground floor and the cell room
is on the second floor. The
cell cage I8 In the middle of
the room, there being two
rowse of cells with a corridor
between, and the prisoners
are left in the corridor dur-

“Nobody in court could see the ghost, but every
prisoner knew it was its ‘spectral’ hand
that led them to confess.”

ticketa

We're metting up a ramie for

& poor man of our nelgh"——1H

“Nona for me, thank you I wouldn't

know what to 40 with & poor maq If |
won him.™

“After the jailer locked us in our
calls,” he continued, “I went to'bed.
The lights were out when | saw the
ghost. It came through the bars

“ghost” of Jones, Smith sald; “Be-
cause It was so long and thin. Jones
is the only ghost that comes to thls
jall, anyhow. Of course, I never
saw Jones ~vhen he was alive, and
the ghost didn’t say who he was,
but 1 know it was Jones. 1 saw the

ing the day and locked In separate
cells at nlght. The iron door to
the cells room |8 also kept locked
at all hours, No one can enler
the cell room without the know.
ledge of the jaller, as he carries
the keys in his pocket.

M. E. Writes—-1 am a constant
reader of your artieles avery Bun-

Beauty Questions
Answered

running from It
clean. If you

ghost more than once, but [t pever “1 lock the prisoners in thalr cells day, and 1 should be very much wish you can

U . sald anything before—Iit just groaned at 9§ 0"":‘"* at night,” sald Jerni. obliged If you would help me as you at each sham-
p-to-the_Mlnute Jokes ﬁ sometimes, snd sometimes it made a gan, “From tlme to time, sines 1 hel 3 i j
kind of choking nolse. It always have been Jjailer, prisoners have eip 80 mAdy others. 1 am twenty pee Mmix 2
walked outside of the cells, and this told me the ‘ghost’ of Jones ap-| elght years old, and feel the cold beaten egg and
The recent mconen in Belfast, born ot At 8 Ial 1 - . " was the first time 1t got | s oell peared In the cell room, and nona : | My blood doe L t oonful
polttienl excltement, recall & slory of o 1 e N ) B e g s though Othdlur‘ r'll I -I“l '“- -m\ o aver .1lk|- Lo (H"l"up\" the t‘(l-ll in which REL MY ¥ e o . i
Lord Charles Berssford's illustrative — —° '/ the box was being subjected i, e prisoners have seen it s e ok seem to clrculate a: all. 1 have of bay rum
’ to o merclless croas-examination, In \ thelr cells, and sometlmes it Joues was kept. The prh""“-m g been to lots of doet nd t ith the sham-
of past’ political manners in Ireland. answering ohe quest) the witness Would pull the quilt off the beds, firm in thelr belief that the ‘ghost 0 0108 SOR0TE: SRG §0% 40 b
| Loard Charles was contesting Waterford nodded W I;'_:'_f"”:l':l "‘1':‘)” ‘__m” |I-e— when there wasn't any ghost or any vigits the jail, and some of them rellef. I also attend some gymna- poo, The egg
ia "T4. when an ased slector expressed . . o\ 0 o) fL h';. (|.1.“‘-.IHJ g the thing else fu sight, only the prison- have been very badly frightened.| slum classes. As soon as I go out o Rt S
dinsstisiaction with the “asw styie” in lllrll{“:u ot it Bl and could mot see 5r% and each one of them was Several times [ have heard their; into the cold | start shivering and s dd a gloss to
R i hacsing RUE 0NNt 1L AR SO A, A8 lurlu_-d up in his own cell. cries and screams, and have gone to my face goos us p;h‘ as death and m.. hair,
“Bhute, ¥e're no man,” he said, “The ewer that question,” to which the “No, 'It doesn't show up every the call room to quiet them, only to my nose turns so red that | look a This ia a spe
sxaht time wan of yor family atud for Witness replied Il‘lkl_l!. It nearly always comes on have them beg me to leave the Hghts sight, 1 feel nshamed to HN‘*'t‘ any clmen of many
he county (U8 Up to me ankles | was 1 9ld answer 1t; I nodded my head” Friday night, about 11 o'clock, some- turned on all night. Ido not belleva| one on the street. 1 read once of Jettersl re
= e R P The stenngrapher without a mo- Hmes at 12, One night it was there is such a thing as a ghost the fce treatment. Do you think it celve;
A bload, ARd WP 0 rop of ayther ment's hesitation. came right back &t 10 o'clock, f Jesse Cochran, white, a burglar,| Would do me any good? I have tried ‘May 1 ask
e Iﬂlmm.”’ ”1”-3 nlu.l..r..’- ® TR SO, with, “Waell, 1| heard It rattle, but "I was golng to stand trial on self sald: “I'va seen (U several times, cold baths and had 1o give them up, you to tell me
T e Rt 8 could not tell whether it was wp and defense” Smith continued. “I killed Sheriff . T. Mdwards scoffs at| @#nd | did a great deal of sea Rath in next Sun-
On New Year's Eve In a Yorkshire down or firom side (o side” Black beeause he had an iron bar the “ghost” stories and declares 0K last Summer, hoping it would day’s paper how
iwo méen wére carried to the hoa- 5 s W2 Rl and was coming toward me He them to be the result of pure imag-| help '_""'_!'m a8 roon as 1 cume out to reduce my J T a——
pital—victims of &n explosian piigR Perturbed Diner—What on earih put “love powders” In some lee ination and the seventeen-yearold| o©f the waler 1 shivered and could bust? 1 havae HANGE
piial—victims of an explosion. =~ O0¢ (he matter with you this evenins. ocream and gave it to my wite. 1 legend among the prisoners of the| Not get warm again for an hour. Do tried to & num: NO C .
nnsal organ blown off; the other had Walter? First you give me the flah as went hunting and went by the mine appearance of the ghoat of John help me, ' feel 80 miserable these ber of things, Tum{ had parted years ago. Now,
g5l gty B now you aive ma the soun? where Black was working i the Jones cold days. but they don’t In the deepening shadows of Sool-
The two were plaved in wdjacent Waltar (confidentially)—Weld, to tell  washer house, When I looked In he Ha says that three or four years The cause of slow clrcu"‘_‘“" . seeun to do any good.” land's twllight, they met agalin
buds. and in the morning the ons Wwing || truth, sir; It was “lgh tUme you ‘88  gstarted toward me and I shot him ago a-trusty who was permitted tol| Wweakness. To Improve the circula- Any regimen which reduces your “HMere be the old stile. aAnnle”™ he
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