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CCWell, Chief, there 's a ‘but,” namely ;
that the thrée detoctives had this list in
their hands when the guests arrived and
that they still had it when the guests
left, Sixty-three came in and sixty three
went away, And it wasn't the servants
or the l](‘f{‘\“li\‘l‘ﬁ. "

““But, still,"" said the Chief,
tiomtly, ‘‘if the robbery
from Ilu' inside . e

““That is beyond dispute,’’ declared
the inspector. *‘ My convietion gradually
beenme so positive that | ended, one -ht,\',
bysdruwing up this startling axiom: in
theory and in fnet, the robbery ¢an only
have been committed with the assistance
of an mccomplice staying in the house.
Whereas, there was no accomplice! ™’

COThat ' absurd, '’ gaid Dudonis.

impa-
wins committed

1]

HQuite  abwurd,’ gaid  Ganimard,
“Rut, ot the very moment when I ut-
tered - that absurdity, the truth fashed

upan me, "’

M. Dudouis sat silent. The same
phenomenon that had taken plece in
Ginnimard was evidently taking place in
him, 1le muttersd:

SUIF it s mot o, of the guests, nor
thee servinta, nor the private deteetives,
then there "s no one left . £

Y Y en, Chief, there "s ane left

M. Dudounis started ns if he bhad re-
eeivid o shoek: and, in 0 voiee that be-
teayved h's exeitoment :

0t "s proposterons! How can Spar-
miento have been Lupin's secomplice? '’

Gunimard gnve a little chuekle:

¢ [xnetly, Arséne Lupin's accomplice!
- That explains everything, Dur-
ing the night, while the three detectives
were downstaigs watehing — or sleeping
rather, for Colonel Sparmiento had given
them champagne to drink and perhaps
doetored it beforehand — the said colonel
took down the hangings and passed them
out through the window of his bedroom.
The room 1% on the second floor and looks
|nut on another street, which was mnot
watehed, beeanse the lower windows are
walled up.'!
| M. Dudouis reflocted, nond then shrugged
| his shonlders:
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““1 thought you would say that, Chief.
Her identification worried me, too, "’

Ganimard took s bundle of news.
papers, untied it and handed one of them
to M. Dudouis,

““You remember, Chief, last time you
were here, 1 was looking through the
papers I wanted to see if some-
thing had not happened then that might
benr upon the case nnd confirm my sup-
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M. Dudouis . sat fhinkiug and then
nsked
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onr sud

“pm,

you believe |
nnhn nﬂ' "': “1 have Juat come from l..lllo” re-
'ﬁ“""‘“‘"i wlﬁ_ Tout today plied Ganimard, '*avd my lnqulnm leave
R . ot by retwrs | o doubt in my mind. The corpse was
BWAIDS MANUFACTURING CO. | removed on the same unight on which
e31881 ton Ave. Cincinnat, | Colonel Spurmiento gave his housewnrm-
[ ing. 1t was tukon straight to Ville
' d ‘Avray by nutomobile; and the ear re-
mwinined neur the tuonel until evening.’

‘180 that the body which was found in
the funnel was the stolen corpse, dressed
in Colonel Sparmiento’s clothes; and
Colonel Sparmiento is not dend?’’

“ No more dead than you or 1.'*

“But then why all these complications?
Why the theft of one tapestry, followed
by its recovery, followed by the theft
of the twelve? Why that housewarming ¥

1 Why that dist urbance? Why everything?
\cmr story won’t holil water, Ganimard. '’

“4Only beenuse you have stopped half-
wiy; because we must go stiil farther,
very much farther, in the direction of the
tmpmhnblu and the astounding, anm
|ber that we are dealing w th Arsine

| Lupin, With him, is it not always just

iy
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the improbable and the astounding that|
we must look for? Now, consider: Con:
federntes only betray you. Why employ
confederntes, when it is 8o easy and so
natural to act for yourself, by yourself,
with your own hands and by the means
within your own reach?"’

“CWhat sre you saying?’’' eried M.
Drudouis.

G ANIMARD gave a fresh chuekle:
“Takesn your breath away, Chief,
doesn’t it? 8o it did mine, when the
notion wns beginning to grow upon me.
But it is quite possible and quite logieal
and quite normal. A schoolboy would
golve the problem in a minute, by n sim
ple process of elimination. Take awny
the dend man: there remuins Bpurmi
ento  nnd lmlum Take away Spurmi-
ento .

““There remning
the ehijof-detective,

“Yes, Chief, Lupin transferred, for
the pust six months, into Colonel Sparmi
ento, traveling in Brittany, hearing of
the discovery of the twelve tapestries,
buying them, planning the theft of the
best of them, so as to draw attention to
himsolf, Lupin, and divert it from him
self, Sparmiento. Next, he brings aliout,
in full view of the gaping public, & noisy
contest betwoen Lupin and Sparmiento
of Sparmiento and Lapin, plots and re
alizeés the housewnrming party, terrifles
his guosts and, when everything is ready,
arranges for Lupin to steal Sparmiento ‘s
tapestries and for Sparmiento, Lupin’'s
vietim, to disappear from sight nnd to
die unsuspected, unsuspectable, regretied
by his friends, pitied by the public and
leaving behind him, to pocket the profits
of tlm swindle . . . a disconsolate
widow.,’

“Mmp Sparmiental But the profits,
it seems to me, lie in the sale of the
tapestries which Lupin himself will effect
in America or elsewhere,"’

‘¢ First of all, yes. But Colonel Sparmi.
ento could have effected that sale just as
well. And even better. So there's some-
thing more. . Nothing less than
the insuranee money.'’

M. Dudounis was staggered. The whole
business suddenly became elear to him,
with its real meaning. He muttered:

““That "a true! That "s true!

The colonel insured his
tapostries . W

““Very much so! For eight hundred
1'I1nuumnl franes; in five different ¢om
panies,’

“*And hns Mme. ‘-‘purlnwlllu bad the
money '’

“8he got n hundred and fifty thousand
francs yesterday and two hundred thou
sgind today, while I was away. The re
maining payments are to be mude in the
course of this week,"’ :

Lupin,”* muttered

i\:hl

HE chief-detective was silent for somo
time. Then, he mumbled: *‘Lupin
is n wonderful rogue.’’

*Yes, Chief,’’ said Ganimard impres-
sively, “‘For his rlnu to suceeed, all the
indignation and all the inquiries had to
be concentrated upon Lupin alone, And
after the ‘suicide,’ every ome pitied the
beautiful, muurning widow, poor Edith
Swan-Neck. Why, the gentlemen of the
insurunce-companies were almost glad to

lnce something in her hands to relieve
Eer poverty nng ber grief.'’

The two men were close together and
did not take their eyes from eseh other.

““Who is the womanf?'' the Chief
snapped ont,
“‘Bonin Kritehnoff, the Russian girl

whom 1 arrested last year, at the fime

of the theft of the coromet, and whom
Lupin helped to escape.'’

““Are you sure?”’

“¢ Absolutely,
like everybody else, by Lupin’s machinn-

tions and had paid no particolar attention

But, when 1 realized the part th‘l L LMAY&CO lm?&rl‘."k
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to her,
was playing, I remembered. She is cer
tainly Bounia, metamorphosed into an

Buglishwoman ; Sonia, the most innocent-
looking and the trickiest of actresses;
Bonin, who would not
death for love of Lupin,'

A good eateh, Ganimard,’’ said M.

Dudouls, approvingly.

41 've something better still for you,
Chief!
boen here sinee Mme, Sparmieuto began
playing the widow; she "s the cook.”’

1 was put off the seent,

hu-mlute to face 'ul.immlh-u

Lupin’s old foster-mother has
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