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WOMEN WHO MAKE POULTRY PAY

HE TWO FIRST chickens
my wife hatched,’" snys I K,
Feleh, nestor of poultry
judges, ‘*she kept in a bird
eage.”' Tmagine n man go
mg to that trouble! Yot,
Mra, Feleh was well re
warded: one of the ehickens
sold later for one bundred
dollars and the other for ten
dollars, They came of aris
toeratie stock,

Women are fitted to excel as poultry
kevpors, beenuse they are patient, enthusi.
nstie, less scornful of details than most
men, gentle and devoted, Muany o well
known faneier has his wife to fhank for
much of his sueeess.  And some of them
will even admit the faot,

If Ameriean poultry women have heen
kept in the background, they are now fust
coming to the front, There are women
judges even, like M. 8. 0. Graves of
Mussnchusetts, who has traveled all up
and down the Atlantie coast to attend the
big shows. Mra, Graves has been exhil-
iting for years und has enough blue rib-
bons in her parlor to make generously-
proportioned bed quilt.

In the South—nt Meridian, Miss.—
there is a woman’'s eollege where poultry
keeping is studied scientifieally. The
plan; has a 120-foot breeding hnum‘. [
mpdern brooder, an incubator cellar with
twenty machines, and numerous colony
houses. Leghorns and Orpingtons are the
breeds kept, and there is also a large
flock of Indinn Runner ducks, The best
birds are entered at the shows and have n
long list of prizes to their eredit. The

young women In the college come from
well-to-do families all over the eountry,
and it is sufe to say that many of them,
will not lose
in, and admiration for,

when they go back home,
their interest
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ILLUSTRATIONS FROM PHOTOGRAPHS

twenty-five hirds of the show type as with
three hundred common hens; so that the
cost of buildings, equipment and feed will
b -t‘nrl'v‘-q-nn-hng'f_\' lens, and offset the
foundation stock's higher cost,

When it comes to keeping lLens for
eges, women are thoroughly at home,
Muny a hard-pressed farmer has breathed
n sigh of relief when his thrifty helpmate
hasg prodoced her

egg money. And
more than once a
few hundred hens

have made it pos:
sible for . woman
thrown upon ber
own resources o
live ecomfortably
and well, There is
Miss E va Storer,
down in Maine,
who has bought
and paid for n
farm in n compar
atively few years,
and whose main-
stay is her poultry.
There is Mrs., An-
drew Brooks of
Auburn, N. Y, not
at all the kind of
womnn one thinks

'Nj

hen which laid two hundred and fifty !
four eggs in the course of the year — the
high score, Mra, Lebman nlso had the
second best pen of SBingle Comb Rhode

Island Reds. Another woman whose ree

ord is one to boast about is Mrs, Mury

Norria  Walden, a Maryland breeder

whose pen of Barred Plymouth Rocks
stond at the head of that famous breed.

Miss Susie Ab-

bott, whose White

Leghorng averaged

one hndred and
vighty seven v ggs
for ench hen, hos
been pluced on the
high rond to pros
perity by this con

test, She enn pot
begin to supply
the demund for

hatching eggs, day-
old ehicks, |-i1”|'|-l
and eockerels of her
strnin, which had
bheen practically
unknown before,
It is only necessury
to get a reputa-
tion, you see,
whether one be

of as living on and
operating a farm,
but who is known to have made 1,100
out of market stock in one season. She
begnn in a small way, urged on by the
need of money; she gradually built up a
fine flock of fowls, then added Indian
Runner ducks —the English peneiled
kind, wonderful layers — commenced to
advertise modestly, and presently found
herself at the head of an enterprise that
many o man might envy.
‘1 am going back to the farm,’’ said
a young Ohio woman to ber

standard-bred poultry. There are great
possibilities for women in poultry keep-
ing — greater now than ever before. But
sucoess 8 not to be won without honest
effort, and some women who take up the
business are bpund to fail. It is neces
sary at the start to get rid of ull embar-
russing kid-glove tendencies. The poult
woman is obliged to do things whu
might not be considered exnetly **nice.’
The dropping boards must be cleaned;
unrelenting war must be waged on lice,
and perhaps on ruts and mice.

The biggest rewnrds come to the women
who ure able to breed and to sell funey
fowls. Yet, severnl years of experience
are necessary before any woman ean hope
to breed birds that will win prizes and
soll ut from five to five hundred dollars.
Also, it is essontinl to have first-cluss
stoek with which to make a start. It may

| seem almost sinful to pay fifty or a hun
| dred dollars for a trio of birds, but such

a beginping may lead to an annual in-
come of many bundred dollars. On the
other band, the money may be as good us
thrown away.

Actually, the investment need not be
much greater when a woman breeds faney
poultry than when she goes in for utility
stock. As mueh money ean be made wit

A poultry house built by two sisters with their own hands

office companions a few
years ago., And back Miss
Elgie Chisholm went. But
not without n plan, First,

she aroused her father's in-
terest sufliciently to permit
her making an experiment in
poultry raising,. Then she
went methodienlly to work,
with the result that in a
few years a handsome flock
of five hundred White Leg-
horns had been built up and
her stock was becoming
known far and wide,

Several years ago Mrs, A,
Basley moved to Californin
from one of the states far-
ther enst — it is remarkable
bhow many eastern poultry
keepers finally migrate to
the golden west — and established a poul-
try plant which won her fame among peo-
ple chickenly inclined all up and down
the const,

Poultry women were strong in the
great international egglaying contest
held during the past year at the Conm:
neeticut  Agricultural College. One of
them, Mrs, Harris Lebman of Midway,
Ky., is being talked about wherever poul-
try breeders congregate, for she owns the

A woman fancier with buckeye rooster

selling hens or au-
tomobiles,

Poultry women
alive to their possibilities have discovered
a new way of making money, althongh the
men awoke to it first, When a chick i
hatehed, it contains in its little body the
yolk of the egg in which it wns impris-
oned, and this yolk will supply all the
nourishment needed for as long as fifty-
six hours, That being the ease, it be-
comes n simple matter to enclose the
voungster in a corrugnted pastebonrd
box, along with a dozen of his little
brothers and sisters, and to ship him a
handred miles, more or Jess, to some
poultryman or woman who wishes to
avoid hatching troubles. This business
of shipping day-old chicks has developed
wonderfully during the past few yeurs.
Small poultry keepers have fairly tum
bled over each other to get their orders in
first. Mammoth incubators, capabls of
hatehing thousands of chicks at a time,
are going up all over the country,

Why
should n’t & woman find profit in this line

of work? 8he can operate an incubator
as well or better than a man, and it is by
no means necessary to have & muchine of
mammoth size, An equipment making it
possible to hateh out two or three thou
sand chickens in the eourse of a season
will he sufficient to ndd several figures to
her bank aeccount. Of course, she will
need to become thoroughly familiar with
artificinl hatching before she attempts to
work on n large scale,

““Ask me,"’ said an expert, *why so
many people fail as commercial poultry
keepers, and 1 will give my candid an-
swer; it is because they try to run-—to
say nothing of trying to walk — before
they have learned to creep.'' Perhaps
fewer women than men actually fail, but
the experiences of some women have been
pathetically unfortunate.

A flock of geese being fattened for market
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