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SINGLE (OPY FIVE CENTS.

Modest Woman Gives Her Life

T MAY or may not be easy to be at the
i head of & charity institution when
puch & headship pays a repular salury,
Lut it Is a safle conjecture that a per-
eon of very lmited mesans who maps
cut a policy embodying a Iife of serv-
we to tue needy and destitute for no consideration
whatever finds the row not so pleasunt as that of
the paid head of a charity dispensary Yet in
Omaha there 18 one woman, Mrs, G, W, Ahlqulst,
2740 Meredith avenue, who for twenly-flve years has
gone modestly and silently about the eity lecding
the hungry and clothing the naked. Never has the
hour been too late or night too dark for this herole
woman to make her way through the blindest alleys
of the eity when once she heard of a wick human
baing in need of a friend.

During the last ten yaars Mre. Ahlguist has had
a noble partner in this work, This is in the person
of Mrs. Rose Elllott, 2018 Decatur street. Bo well s
thig herole woman known samong the needy of the
eitv, that her teleaphone {8 busy almost from morn-
ing till night with the reporting of cases of desil-
lution Always she goes to her phone makes a
record of the case, just as though she had n large
eharitable institution from whose fund she could
draw. Yet she has no such fund. Often she starts
out t0 minisier unto the slok and needy when she
has scarcely more than car fare to take her to the
place. Yet always before she returns to her home,
she has provided temporarily for those in need

Scattering the Loaves and Fishes

Mrs. Allquist. Both these noble
working with ths “losves and flahes" for
they hEve 'fed the multitude” In tha last twenty-
five years, yet they scartely know whence came the
food L]

HSo it 8 with

woman

| have two wealthy women in the western part
of the city,” sald Mre. Ahlquist, “who some times
help me when I am hard pressed t ralse & few
dollars to get the necesearies of life for a destitute
person.”

*irs. Ahlquist bas burled sixty inmates of the
county whom she thus rescued from a
place in the pottér's field wast of the institution, or
from the dissecting table of medical schools. Visit-

the elek, finding homes for bables, and buryving

hospltal

the dead, have been her occupation for twonty-five
it ouly o the county house, butl througaou
we entire olty of Omahs and o South Omahn, 80«

undreds of
eities and has thus helped them to ge! oo

| as found work for men and women
i 1 hess
their feei after they have heean destitule

Scarvely a Sunday in twenty-flve years has Mrs
Ahlguist failed to muke her trip County
hospital on the hill whera she is eagerly awalted

by dozens of patients who are cheered and strength-

to the

to the Needy

ened by her inspiring presence. Hegularly at 2:30
o'clock Sugday afternoon she steps off the street
car at Forty-sixth and Leavenworth street, As
regularly ghe finds Jos White nnd George Meredith,
two inmates of the insane ward, waiting at the car
1o carry her bundles up the long hill to the poor
house and county hospital, For twenty-five vears
these two harmless unfortunates have never falled
to meet the faithful woman at the Racently
Charlle Conder, another inmate, hns joined them,
The weary daye of the week drag in thelr limited
world until Sundey comes whenu they g0 to meet
their friend.

Methods of Hospital Work

Arriving at the huukl:‘lnl ghe goes from room to

Car,

room and ward to wiard. Inte the tuberculosls
ward she walks regularly and [fearlesaly The
pallow, wasted faces light up with momentarv joy

when she appears In the room, for she hag 2 word

of cheer and a lemon and other fruit for ench and
every petient Into the Insane ward shre strolls
also, meeting friendas right and Jeft Many lnmates

embrace her as she enterg. for she s the only friend
from the outside world that calls on them regularly
Bhe knows them all by their first names and never
falls to have n word of cheer for each. Little bits
of fruit or candy are always welcomed by the In-
mates, and the appreciation s demonstrative
Therse 18 one little (nvalld who with wide apou

eyes watches her door from Sunday morning uut!l
the hour when Mrs, Ahlguist arrives. Mia Is
“Little Lottie,' 12 years old. It was Mrs. Ahlguist

who found her two years ago, neglected and friend-
less al 1928 South Nineteenth strest, It was Mrs
Ahlguist who washed her, eared for her and got
her into the county hospital, where ahe now enjoys
tha comforts of & clean white bed, and dally atten-
tlon from tralned nurses

‘Little Emma'' {8 apother patient little sufferer
who recognizes in Mrs, Ahlguist the one ray of sun-
shine that reaches her from the world outside the
walle of the county bospital.  “Little Emma’s" body
is wasted by the ravages of a hereditary disease,
and she can never hope to go lnto the broad world
to seek happlness, Her happinese consista of lying
in her little bed, and smiling at the kind face of
Mrs

Ahlquist when that woman senters her room
and says pretty things to her
Comfort for the Dying Destitute
Dogens of patients wt 1he county hospiipl bave
died In the arma of Mrs Ahlguist Dozens, In

deseried parts of the cild
alone, have been
momaents hy

Iving destitute and dylng
ministered unto during their last
thie woman whao leaves when
death approaches a sick bed. Dozens of neglectad

hovels bas she cleaned up and strubbed just o Ume

never

»and Helpless
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s . Ablguist and ber "Forters"

to mpke the death chamber & Hitle more preseant
destitute and abaudoned patient dled
slient besn ni the
more than sixty poor that she has Inld
Hhe does not like to have them placed 1o
the potter's fleld, so slie makes application to have
the bodles turned over (o her at the counly
tal, Then she hos the task of ralsipg the money
te bury the bodles On certain occasions under
takers In the eity who know of her great work have
contributed the burial On other oc-
caglons she has ralged the money in Yarious wayn.

“1 hardly know bow I rilse the money
times," says Mre. Abhlguist, “"but when the time
comes some how the money Il always forthcoming
Through the kind help of the county commissioners
and three wealthy

hile o
This

Eravas ol

fo rest

nbls w

charity worker has

hospi-

caskels for

ROINS

women in the elty | have alwnys

been able to raise the funds to do this work
spent $1.0500 in streect car fares alone

and carlng for the dying.’

Vislling sick

Friendless People Have Funeral Services

My \higulat's Tuneral
glmple. When she can secure a minister (o go to
the undertaker's chapel where abhe has a body she
does so. If for any reason the minister disappoinits
her, a8 frequently bappens, this patient: woman
pever wavers, but slmply bows bealds the casksl,

soryices are always

i

I have

undertaker to do the und
quietly and with due digoity she repeats the lLord's
Prayer Usually she sings s hymn, and after that
the body ls taken to the cemetery and lald to rest

During the present winter Mra. Rose Elllott and
Ahlguist huve Insugurated & Iitle sewing
of their own at the bome of Mrs. Elllou
Hvery Thursday regularly these Lwo women
hare make qulits and comforters from the
scraps of cloth that are given to them throughout
the They effod o sell thelr
product, but immediately tuke the new-made qullis
to some slck person or poor child who is sadly in
need of bedding.

Bedding and Coal in Most Demand

“We find more
than

aske the KATNE, lhen

Mrs

clrele
meel
and

week make no

people who asre In need of
thing else,” saya Mre. Elllott

and coal are alwayvs needed, for coal sspe

hedding
“"Hedd! nge

any

clally couls 80 much In the home of Mra Elllott
jotters from the poor are constantly pliing up. The)
gppenl for coal, food, clothing and bedding, and

Mrs, Elliott sots herself to the task of supplying

these necessities just e zealously as though she
were drawing a large salary for caring for these
people, and g8 though her Jjob depended upon

prampy service
Recently Mrs. Blliott has taken.it upon herself
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to prévide a home for young working girle, Into
her home she hus taken a half dozen young works
lug girls of the ecity, glving them board and room
and the privilege of the house for & ridiculously low
remuneretion

‘I thought it would be better for them than the
influence of most of the rooming houses,” she ex-
plained, “and 1 expect the girls to help me all they
can with my work If 1 can only pay the grocery
bills and keep out of debt 1 am satisfied.”

During the cold weather of the present winter
Mra. Ahlguist stoves into sixteen homes
not before. Bome of
thess stoves were given to her by more fortunate
had dlerarded them for bettar onea,
others she had to buy with money ralsed in various
wayve, She has clothed many men at the poor houss
whose clothing was ln such shepe that they were
ashamed to appear at church, They sre able to als
tend church upabashed now,

has put

whers heating stoves were

people who
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