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COPrY  FiIVE CENTS,

HAT is the value of a human life?
Who (an measurs it? With what
scale? By what standard?

In avery life there are too many
elements and qualities and relations
to other lives to permit any perfect
understanding of its value; no one can
measure the joy of & child's heart when it runs to
meet Its father, coming home from work; no one
can measure the happiness in the soul of the good
man's wile, created and nourished by his loving
care; no one can measure the peace of mind that
belongs to the man who has a home and wife and
children whom he loves and who love him.

To some loved ones, far away perbaps, the life
of the common section hand may be worth as much
#8 |8 the life of the rallroad president to those who
hold him dear: perbhaps it {8 worth more; the death
of the humblest and cheapest employe in u pack-
ing honse probably is as (rreparable to gome one us
that of the department superintendent (o some
one else,

All that man can do is to estimuate the value of
a human life in material things, by material stand-
aurds, in dollars and cents; to determine how much
money hig life is worth by mathematical considera-
tion of his earning ability and his life expectancy
and the needs and life expectations of hig family

At public meetings of the employers’ lHabllity
and workmen's compensation commission, held in
Omaha a few weeks ago, the wide differences of
opinion that appeared in discussing the compensa-
tion for loss of lite proved the complexity of the
problem sSome congidered the proposed maximum
death benefit of $4.800 too low, though it is
greater than that of any similar law, éxcept in
California, whore it is 35,000 Others consldered
it far too high snd declared it much more than
what now I8 recovered after attorney's fees are
paid,

Court Records Give Answers.

Yet, us o muatter of fact, this question of what
a human life is worth is belng answered every little
while right here in Omaha, and the answers are
found im the court records showing the verdicts
given by juries where suils have been prosecuted
by dependent survivors or where gettlements ef-
fected out of court are made permanent by going
through the ferm of confessing judgments, To get
an idea what these answers to the ;]Iil‘!‘l“‘llﬂ are
the official records of the distriet court for a year
have been carefully gone over and the vircum-
st neos poted und studied

The records for Lthis particular year show twen-
tv-iwp suits for damages resulting from deaths suf-
tered through accident Seven of these were flled
wot for trial, but merely to make setticments mat-
ters of record and thereby protect the nominal de-
jendunts againat future actions. Settlement having
been agreed upon, both sides went Into court: the
administrator of the estate [lles petition far dam-
agges. the defendant an answer and offer to confess
judgment in the amiount pgreed upon, the offer is
T "l'i"” aF per agrecment outl oo eourt In seven
cuges settlement wus effected elther before the last
jegnl lengths had been reached: in the others both
aldes Tought It out until it was urciees to fight
longer

I'be total of smounty paid for the Iwenty-two
lives wae 336, 44566, the average was 31 656,75
and o fraction of a cenl I five cases nothing a!

all was paid, The highest amount paild on uccount

Some Sample Values

A locomotive engineer, ... ... $1,999.00
A transfer wagon driver. ..... 1,000.0

A section hand............... 250.00
A music instrument vender.... 966.66
A switching crew man....... 8,400.00
A Yoy trucker..... ... 1,500.00.

of uny one death was §8,400; the lowest was §100,

Tt us look into these cases in detall

Parties Often Agree to Settle,

lLouise 1), Swiflt and her dunughter, wife and ¢hild
of Patrick H. Swift, a U'nlon Pacific engineer, were
paid $1.999 for the loss of the husbhand and father
Swift was 0 man somewhat under middle age, He
died of injurles sustained when the reverse lever
of his engine swung back and struck him,

Theodore P, I, Henek and wife, parents of Wal-
ter T. Heneck, a 1%-year-old boy, were pald $1,500
for his death by his employer. the MeCord-Brad
company. The boy was earning $45 2 month as 4
trucker when he was killed. When iu the course
of his work he leaned over an elevator ghaft gate (o
locate the car. the gate gave way and he fell down
the shaft 1o his death, 1le lved at home and hig
earnings went Into the common family purse

The estate of Perer Demaot-polie, & compion
laborer, Killed while at work for the Burlington
railroad, was pald $4086 by the road
WASR an unmarvied young man.

Demetropalis
He was survived by
# mother and three small brothers and sisters in
Greeep, all partinlly dependent upon him

The Unlon Pacifie rallroad pald the estate of
Florence Lutes $1.,777 for her death, She was run
down and killed on a grade crossing.

The records
show nothing of her poaition in lite or the circum-
SlUnCes,

Elizabeth 8. Mullan, widow of John J. Mullan
wias pald $5,000 because of hor busband's death
while at work for the Burlington railroad No
further history of the case Is accessible, the railroad
having withdrawn all the papers In the case with
permigsion of the court,

The Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Owmahn
pafd Anna McManis $1.000 as wildow of William
MceManis, MeManis, a transler wagon driver, was
caught between two cars and erushed to death while
driving through the railroad yards on legitimate
husiness. He wag 23 vears old and earning $2.50 a
day at the time of his death, Mrs. MeManis, his
widow, was 21

The widow and three children of Robert L.
Pulsifer, a 'nion Pacific section foreman, were pald
$500 for his death. He was run down and killed
while at work, the engine ¢rew belog blamed for
his death.

Takes One-fourth of the Demand.

Bwilt & Company seitled for 32,000 with the
widow and five children of Eruest J. Karnett, a
bricklayver employed at the S8wilft plani A ladder
on which he was climbing to his work at the plant
Lroke He fell, sustaining fatal Injuries, In the
gult $10,000 was demanded, but a setilement was
made for §2.500

The Unton Paclfic pald $250 for the death of
Salvatore Bellunes, o secetion hand, 21 vears old
The money went (o a slster, who had been depend-
ent upon Bellanca, his only heir Bellunea and
others had moved onto & sldetrack when a train
wis approaching on the maln track As the train
neared the foreman cried out that the traln was
coming on the gldetrack and the men must look out
for themsgelves, Bellanca, terrified, ran back onto
the maln track justead of accompanying the others
off the right-of-way, After suit was staried for
§$1.009 gettlement for $250 was offected

The Omaha & Councll Bluffs Streel Rallway
pompany pald the family of 0. E, MceCartney $3,000
as compensation for his death. MeCartoey, an ems.
ploye of the company, Was on his way to work on a
“work train' when the motorman in charge losi
control;, a wreck followed In which McCartney war
il led It wasn alleged the cars and motor of the
triasin were old and defective and the motorman
reckless MoeCariney was deseriboed as 0 carpentar
and day laborer edrning $2 to $3.50 & day at the
time of his death, He was U8 yeurs old und left a
wife and =iz children, the oldest of whom was 10
years old, The original claim was for §20,000. An
offer to settle for §3.000 was acceptod

The Unlon ‘Telephons Consir [ CORRL b n
paid Frieda Gingerich and her small son only §240

One Year's Record

Death claims in court...... 22
Total amount paid... ... .. $36,448.66
Highest valuation. ... ....... 8,460.00
Lowest valuation. . 100.00
Average valuation. 1,666.75
Deaths with no reimbursement 5]

not Iin posgession of i1 at the thme and it was dogbt
ful f he was Hable
beckme bankeopt; later he died
vith the Hauson estate for something less than
tion, eonvinesd that Jndgment for g
nmount would be worthless

Over Two Years Till Relief.

Shartly afterwards Hanson
'he helra gettled

Breater

While
employed by the construction company a telephone
pole fell on Gingevich, killing him e was &1
vears old and earning $20 a weok. Sult was started

for the death of the husband and father

for §25,000 An offer to settle for $250 was ac-
cepted. The attorpey sald more could have heen
zot by fightlng the case through, but he under
stood the company was "no good' and & Judgment

would be worthless

One Hundred Dollars Does It.

The Bennett company pald Etta Mesarvy §$100
on account of the death of her husband, James O
Mesarvy, an aged man who was run down and
killed by one of the company's messcnger hoys,
riding a bleyele reckless!y She was the oniy per
son dependent upon Mesaryvy for suppart
for $25,000 and settled for §$100 Her attorneys
sald It was very doubtful If the company Wwas lable
#t all and they were glad to take $100 in settle.
ment

The Misgourt Pacifle railroad paid $1.000 io
the parents and aeveral minor brothers and sisters
of Alhert Molander, & young moechanic
ecarning $20 a week, who, while an his way to work,
gttempied to eross switching tracks of the railroad
&l A& street Intersectlion and was run down by &
gwiteh engine. The helry usked for $§20,150, The
rond had the case removed 1o tue United States dis
irlet court, but it was sent buck to the district cour
and an offer to settle for 81,500 aceepted,

Emily Murray obtained about 3200 from Gus.
tave E. Bhukert and the Tolf Hanson esiate lor the
logs of her hushand, Rudolph D, Murray. Murray
was 48 years old und carned from $100 1o $150 a
month, sccording to the petition for damagzes [or
hig death. He left a widow and. lour chlldren,
When he was moving coal Into a bullding owned
by MHanson and Shukert the elevator Tell on hiw,
killug bim. The halrs compromised with Shukert
for something less thun $100 It was shown that
while he owned an ioterest In the building he was

She sned

19 vears old,

Florenes K., Murphy and her gon of | vours
failed 1o recover anything from the Missourl Pa-
cifie raflrond for the loss of their husband and
father. John P. Murphy, a man below middle age,
a switehing foreman, was cruahed between an on-
gine and a car when trylng to make what s known
ne n flying switeh, It was alleged the engineer’s
carclossness was responsible for the aceldent, Two
yvears and ong month after the death suit for $1,00%
wiy Instituted againegt the roud. The cage was
ihrown out of court hecause the statute of Hmita-
tlons had run against any cladm the widow dnd
child might have had,

The estpte of Hen ¢ Boker fuiled to recover
from the Omahn Packing company for his death
while at work in the company's plant. Baker was
enrning &5 a day ns a hog scraping machine opera-
tor. e left two daughters, aged 10 nnd 16, His
clothing cuught in a sot serow of some shufting, vio
lently throwing him against a wall nnd the coneus-
slon killed him. / The ostate gped for $25,000 for
the benefit of the helrs. The suil waks removed Lo
United States couri on motion of e pueking com-
Dany There the company made such o good de
fense of tontributory negligence thut the attorneys
tor the helis were afrald a verdiet would be directed
for the company To escape this (hey dismissed
the suit “without prajudice.”  The term ' without
projudice” menns withonut bur agalpst 4 new sotion
o the same grounds,  Though a new solt might
e instiuted, none has been and probably none
will he

Court Cuts the Amount Down.

Oleng Swapson was paid $3.500 from the Unlon
Stock Yurds company for the logs of her hushand,
Nelg Swanszon, who was Killed while at work, Swan-
son was a riailroad track repair man in the yards,
carning $2.50 o day at the time of his death. Mrs
Swanson was his only heir A piring of curs was
“kicked!” by #n engine onto a 1rack which Bwanson
wis repalring With his back turned, he did not
gea the cars approachipg, and, there being no cn
gine, the approach wis nwlmost nolscless Swansaon
wis run down and Killed Mrs, Bwanson sued for
§10.000, alleging negligence in not having a birake
mian in charge of the cars nor BAving & man =t
tioned nearby to warn Swanson of his daiger. The
answer wag that Swanson ansumed the risk when he
took the Job wnd should have looked out for lilm
felf The jury gave uw verdlet for 85,0000 On ap-
peal the supreme court held the vurdlet excoessiyve
and ordered a new trial unless Mre, Swanson should
$1,000 $5, 000
The widow took the $3.500,

agree to aacopt Instead of the
awarded by the jury

Virginta B. Clement and her daughter falled 10
make Swift & Company pay for the death of thelt
husband and father, Joseph W. Clement, & buyer of
iallow and hides for the pucking compauy. Clement
wig 432
suddenly tuken i1 at the plant fellow employes took
i to a saloon and left him there: late &l pight

employes In the sgloon, thinking him drunk, put

curs old It was alleged thut when he was

im out:; wlfter expomire (o the clements (i Was
winteri Cloment was pleked up by the polive and
taken 1o the station, where e spent Lhe reinainder
of the night on & heneh Clement died n few days
twter, Sult for $10,000 was instituted, to which
was replled that Clement had been drinking, but
was able to tuke care of Wimeelf when removed to
the saloow. The company obisined trupsfer of the
cage to U'nited States district court, where on trial
a motlon to direct the jury to find for the company
was svstalned

Almu Albrecht recoversd 8304 68 from Morrise
Bros, plumbers, op account of the death of her hus
aw el Adolpiv Albrechit, 7% sears old, was making
$100 & month desling In musical lnsrumenis e
left his widow and four adalt ehildren, The plumb-
ere had dug a trench near Albrecin s howme. 1t was
alleged that when thelr employes falled to cover the
trench with boards one nlght Albrecht Tell Into ke

trench and was fatally hart He sued for §6,.0u0t
damuges, hut before trial the man died. The suit
wps revived in the nume of his widow ag adminis-
teatrix of his estatet with a demand for §10,000,
The defense was that the trench was on private
property and it wus not customary to cover such
excavations with boards; that Mrs. Albrecht had
ordered the men to place the bonrds on previous
nights and they had done so merely as asslstance
to her: that If on this night the boards were not In
place 11 was Mre. Albrecht’s fault, The jury valuad
the man's e at $066.60 and the csse went no
Inrther

The wife and parents of Arthur W, Taylor got
nothing at all from the Leonard Construction com-
pany for hin death. Taylor, employed as a carpen-
ter, wos killed when a seaffold on which he was at
work on the eighth story of a bullding gave way.
Tuylor's wife was wholly dependent upon him and
his parents partially were dependent upon him. In
the sult 326,000 was asked. The defendant obtained
removil to United States court, where on a plea of
contributory negligence the jury was Instructed to
find ngalpst the plaintir?

Biggest Recovery of the Year,

In part by settlement and In part by trial the
parcents of Martin J. Fitgsgerald obtained §$5,400 -as
compengation for his death from the Union Stock
Yards company aud the Burlinglton rallroad. They
wlgo were pald $2,100 out of the Burlington's relief
fund, This was practically the same as insurance
money, as Fitzgerald had pald premiums into the
fund, Fitzgerald, ahout 23 yesurs old, was employed
as 8 member of @ Burlington switching crew In the
I'nion stock yards. He was known as a student in
the switehing department. The record does not in-
tleate what he carned, but bhe gaye all his wages,
except n few dollars & month, to his parents, with
whom he lived, One day Flizgerald was ordered to
couple an engine and car. The car coupling belng
defective It was necessary to step In between the
cur and the engine 1o perform his taak, He ecould
have done this safely hnd the engine approached the
var slowly, but an engine and siring of cars, oper-
ated by employes of the stock yards company, was
suddonly driven with great force against the sangine
Fitzgerald was about (o couple nnd ho was erughed
to death. The parents settled with the Burlington
for $4,400, in additlon to $2,100 pald by the Bur-
lington's relle! fund depurtment,  Later they sued
the Uplon Stock Yards company for reimbursement
for the young man's death. On request of the com-
pany, the trial court directed verdiet in its favor
becpuse the parents had already setiled with the
rallrond company lor damages suffered by the son's
doeath The ruling of the district court, however,
wis revorsed by the supreme court, which held that
the settlement with the Hurlington did not digcharge
any others from labllity, that it would have
done o had the gum pald by the road actually been
full compensation for the loss, but so long as it
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