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robirated By so gookd & Jndge of chad

tor fad yoursel!, Ponderbs

oy woent teseothier ( Pandefbiv's
mbln, and theee sat the woman, het
dark head bowed upon arms  out
tretehod along rthe talble, her shoul
tders heaving with her soba, Bhe was
ainly on the verge of hysterics, If,
Indeed, she had not already erogsed
the boundary Hns

“Madam, here I8 Mr. Trevelvan,'
ald Ponderby. “You wished to speak
vith him
'I‘HF". BICL rpbsed Ter head, dabbaud

her wet eyes nervously with her
handkerchief, and made an effort to
pull  herselt  topether When  she
poke, It was with papld utterance,

recling off what she had to say as i ft
Lo thEk learned by rote

I have come at last to the end of
miy tether, and tonight, it there 18 no
progpect of frecdom, 1 shall destroy
thiykelf., 1T have often thought of suj
clde before this, but I am cowardly,
und cling to life, Five years ago, my

father went out to Americn on & motor
tour: he took me with him, Among
other servanis he engaged Charles
ranksome, un expert chauffour., He
wis English, and came to us well ree
ommended. He Intimated that he was
af good fumily, but had his lving to
carn. e was handsome then, and had
4 most ingratigting manner. The per
son who called on you tonight bears
it resemblanee to the Branksome
of five yours ago, | had often gone
motoring with him in Amweriea, I was
young, flighty, and a foollsh peraon
altogether I |'||.'¢||~= vour gaw nbaoair I
in the papers, 1 cannot dwell on the
appalling mistake I made, He pro
fessed 1o have fallen In love with me
and 1 belleved him,

“We were gecretly married fn Amet
lew, and 1 was not long in doubt us
to the disaster that had befallen me
s sole desire was money: my father,
however, was a stubborn man, and
after his first shock — the eplsode be
Ing made much of in the American
papers— he refused to pay Brank-
some a penny, and returned to Eng-

land. 1 never saw him again, nor
coild 1 communicate with him., Two
years after my mad act, he died, and

never even mentloned moe in his will,

“My husband is a lHar; a thief; a
forger; a gambler and a brute, e
has maltreated me go that 1 have been
left once or twice for dead, but finally
he broke me to bis will, e is known
as o cheat in every gonmbling resort in
Europe, and on the Atlantle Hners
Lalely T have boen used as a decoy (n
the way you have experlenced. Some
how he learned indeed, that s his
Liisiness who were the rich travel
erg on this hoat., He thought as this
wil the nowest and lrgest steamship

oft the ocean, its stalf would not, at
first, bo thoroughly organized, and
that he might esvape detectlon. He

poluted you out 1o me as you cime on
besard, and sald you were Lord Stran
ledgh, travellng as Mr, Trevelyan, The
rest you know. He foreed me to hand
to hilm the notes you had given me
His plan was to demand a moderate
sum at first, which was to be a mere
beginning, and each exaction would
e bt a prelade for the next. He s
old at the game, and s wanted now
by the authoritles in New York for
blackmailing a very well known mil
Honalee ™

“Da ovon know the name of the mil
Honalre ?

She gave him the Information
“Vory well, Madam, In the flrst
Pluce vou must do nothing rash or

fooli=h. 1 shall se¢ that
detuined at New York O solie pre-
text or other: In fact, | shoall areange
for this by wireless, You must jourmey
Lo O the gtiates where divorees
iy s obitadinead

this man ia

Stranlelgh added, after a cool, scru
tinlzing look at the grlefstricken
wannn

“If you will permit, 1 shall be your
banker., Bhould Branksome go free in
New York, 1t willl vost him dear, and
ax hig supplles are precarions, yvou

e nge we live In!

Commonplace

dhould have no difficulty in evading
i | s Yol agrey

h, yes, yos You are onnly ton
kind,”™ she wald, as #he sobhed agaln

“Then It 's gettled Ponderby, look
into the corridor, and aee that the
Way ol vscape I8 clear.™

T am o sorey,” the givl sald, rising
ghe sevmed vory young, Stranleigh
thouht Lo canuse you guch rrouhils
and Inconvenienos

No  Inconvenience at all,” sald
Stranleigh, with his usunl nonehs
lanes, “and | never allow myself to
Ll trosibled ™

Ponderhy ropotted the way cloaf,
and the lady disappeared stlenbls

along the
himselr
lone tnlk
who,
e,

NI

Stranleigh brtook
to Hazel's cabin, and had a
withh the Honoutable Jolin,
for the firat time during the vos
seemed 1o be enjoying himsoelf

[rAB=E

Honourable
k after another

morning, the
d ,,||" pan 1! N |]1 i

a8 If In gearch of gsotheot On one of
the almost deserted lower decks he
met the person he sought.

"I beg your pardon,” said Hazel, In

his sunvest manner, “but | am trying
to find threee men as tired of this Jour
ney as 1 am, | have never erossed
the Atlantle before, and | miss Lon
don, nnd the convenlonce of {18 olubs,
A quler little game of poker In the
smoking-room might help whills
away the thme"

The keen CYeR
PMoole nnirowed, as was i custom
thelrs, and he took In the points of
the man who addressed him

“T am not much ut poker,”
hesitatingly and untruthfully

The Honourable John laughed.

“Does n't matter fn the least,” lis
gald, ““The requlrement for this game
Is cash, 1 have approached several
men, who object to playing for money,
I confess [ don't eare a rap for a card
table unless there's somethiing on.”

“I'm with you there,” agreed the
stout muan, his eyes glistening at the
thought of handling a pack of cards
ance more, His momentary hesitation
had been merely because he foared
recognition, for he knew himsell able
to cope with anyone when it came to
the shutlle and deal,

They were a strangely contrastod
pair na they stood there, the pleb and
the patriclan; the pleb grim and
serfous, the patriclan carrying off tho
sltuation with a light laugh, Yer Qi
was hard to say which was the more
expert rascal when it came to cards.

A little later four men sat down to
a table. Hazel ordered a new pack of
cards from the steward, broke the seal,
and pulled off the wrapper

At first Poole played cautiously,
walching from the tail of h for
any officer who might spot him as one
who had been ordered off the green
The consequence of thig divided atten
tion was soon apparent. He lost heay
ily, and finally drew a conple of fifty
potund notes from his pocket-book, He
fingered them for a moment, us A7 Ioth
to part with paper so valuable

“Where's the steward ¥ he asked,

"What do vou want?” demanded
Hazel, as though Impatient for the
e 1o go on

“Change for a fifty,"”

| (H]

of Mr. Braunkso

ol

hee sald,

IS By

“I'I vhange it for you,” and the
Honourable John dreew  from  his
pocket a handful of gold, and five.
potind bank notes; connted out fifty

pounis, and shoved them neross the
table Lo who, st hesitating
wad forced reluctantly to glve up the
big bink-nots

Poole now began to play In earnest,

Povsle,

but still Tuek was agulust him, and
goon the gecond fifty-pound note was
changed, for they played bigh, Hazel
after glancing at the number on
the note, thrust It cardlessly into
his walsteont pocket, alongside its
brother, as If {t were of ne wore g

count than a clgaretie paper

Huzel now possegsed the two bank
notes that might have boen used as
evidence agalnst Stranlelgh, and he
drew a sigh of satisfaction. Poole saw
only that here was a man evidentls
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Deafness

Perfect hearing is now hemg
stored in every condition of deaf-
ness or defective hearing from
causes such as Catarrhal Deaf-
ness, Relaxed or Sunken Drums,
[Im kened Drums, Roaring and
Hissing Sounds, Perforated,
Whaolly or Partially Destroyed
Drums, Dischurge from Ears, etc.
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