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EBRASKA'S best crop—bables—was
on exhibition at the Btatse Falr at
Lincoln last week, Bix hundred
lusty, crowlng, coolng, smiling and
shouting youngsters went through
the booth, were examined and meas-
ured and tested, welghed and listed,

all In the Interests of—what?

It gsema that we are suddenly become con-
cerned as to the kind and quality of our off-
spring, as well as the guantity, Wa are going in
for “bresding,” If the term may be applied here,
and, in order to Lnow just what we are doing, we
are going to put the infant of the species on rec-
ord. One enthusiast at the Baby Bhew booth at
the State Fair grounds even suggested the desira-
bility of a futurity for baby shows; the possibilities
of this will stretch out into delightful vistas of
applied eugenics. Just think it over for a minute
or two. Here come Strephou and Phyllls to the
registrar; they have settleq the preliminaries be-
tween themselves, and now they want to get down
ns exhibitors in the baby show futurity. Just fill
out this pleture to suii yourself—Iit offers & won-
derfully attractive field for the Imagination. The
proposition also holds some comfort for the more
experienced In the matter of baby-relsing, At

i the hooth they ecan be shown in & most practical

manner just what Is lacking—an ocular demon-
stration, as It were, of the mistakes made ir the
past and the opportunities for betterment, with
encouragement to try again in hope that another
time they may be able to show the baby that will
get away from the judges' stand with a card show-
ing 1,000 polnts duly registered. By all means,

b let us have the futurity class in the Baby Show!

But the Baby Show that was held st the State
last week had a great attraction for fathers
mothers, and much interest in the methods
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and processes for testing, One resull rather star-
tled some of those who took enough of interest
to follow it through from first to last, and that
woas the town-bred baby outstripped the rural baby
by such a margin as to properly dispel the time-
worn tradition that the country is the place to be
born, The town-born bables showed up better
in every clage, and with such very desirable phy-
slgue and general sguipment as to almost warrant
laying down a law that town is the place to be
born; the farm may be the place to go to win a
competence, to meet Nature face to face, and to
do a lot of other things, but the town has some-
thing on the country when if{ comes to the matter
of bables.

Blx hundred bahies were examined at the booth
at the Bwate Falr grounds last week, fifty-slx Lin-
coln physicians assisting Dr. W. H. Wilson, secre-
tury of the State Board of Health, who was the
examiner In charge. Eight hundred bables had
been entered, and the lmposing feature of these
numbers may be understood when It is sget out
that at the Jowa Btate Falr, the week before at
Des Moinea, but 166 were examined. Mrs. Anna
Steess Richardeon of New York, who ls represent-
ing & paper that Is contributing to the prize iist,
snd who has been placed In charge of the work,
says the Nebraska showing was the best she has
#0 far seen, The doctors worked In relays of a
dozen At a time, and gave over many hours each
day from thelr regular practics In order to make
sure that esch of the kiddies entered in the con-
test had the right sort of examination, snd got
the correct markings. Tbe method of procedurs
was the same in general terms In each case, The
doctor first got the baby into elther a good humor
or a recaptive mood by methods known to doctors
and mothers, and then the rest of It was easy.
Disposition, iotelligence, slze, welght, markings,
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configuration, everything that might be taken as
un expression of physleal or mental makeup, was
noted and the sum of all the polnts was marked
up a8 the baby's fina) score,

An example of the methods used was given In
the case of & little girl, 1% years old, who was
brought to the booth by her mother, The lttle
Eirl was first taken to & tent just outside the bulld-
ing, where she was examined to see If there wers
&ny algus of any disease of n contagious nature or
any skin eruptions which might bar her from the
examination. Having been pronounced by the ex-
amining phygleian as all right in this regard, she
was tiaken to the registering booth, where her age,
sex, color of eyes, hair and welght at time of birth
were taken. This baby in particular waa 17
months' old, weighed at time of birth nine and one-
half pounda and was not fed with a bottle for twelve
months. B8hke had twalve teeth, does not sleep
alone and by open window. The father is Italian.
American and the mother German-American,

This little girl was then taken to the department
where an examination wis made as to her mental
development. This showed that she stands and
walks without support, says a few words, knows her
mother, interested In surroundings, hoars, soes, I8
not irritable or highly nervous, has good temper

and easlly wenaged, lo this test sbe passed 100
per cent,
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Bhe waas then given the physical test which
showed (hat ahe welghed twenty-one and three-
quarter pounds. In the test measurements of the
body she showed to the worst advantage, her per-

centage belng 40, Very few children pass any-
where near perfection In this test, and sifll may be
tonsidered good and heslthy children. As the™s

are very few parfect meén and women when it comea
to hody measurements, the same applles to the chil-
dren, and the mere fact that they fall Jow in
physical development |s no indieation that the child
ay nol or Is not & strong and healthy specimen.
The measurements of the head and body are the
test, and vary conelderably In the e¢hild as in the
full-grown person,

However, when It eame to the physical examina-
tion outside of the messurements, this baby passed
parfectly, the score belng taken on features, slze of
bhead, balr apd scalp, fontanel, eres, ears, nose,

Hps, neck, armas and hands; chest,
tels, spine, legs eand feot; posture and gait. general
nutrition of the body, mouth, throat and testh.
According to the rules lald down by the soclety a
child at 1 year ghould bPave slght testh; 16 montha,
12; 18 months, 16; 24 years, 20,

The score Is based on 1,000 polnis, and, note
withstanding that this child scored only 40 points
out of 100 on measurements of the body, she
scored 940 on the total test, a

abdomen, genis
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