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three good liars, But how did
get that gun away from him?"

“1I did n't. He got it away
me,"

Yon

fraom

I HELD her at arms’ length and
looked at her. Though still quiver-
ing, the terror had left her eyes and
she had reguined twenty years In ap
pearance. Her lips trembled in a
wenry smile, and In her cheeks was
n slight trace of color, which be
came flery red as | demanded:

“How did you get it?"

She sunk Into my arms and hid her
face on my shoulder,

“lan’t it enough,” she sald plain
tively, “that a girl confesses murder?
Must ghe bare her very sonl?”

“No,” 1 answered, dublously; "but
how — why ——"

"1 stole your plstal,” ghe exclaimed,
passlonately. 1 was afrald you
would shoot him, and suffer the pen
alty, as father did.”

“For Heaven's sake, girl” [ ex-
ploded, “Is this the real reason? And
did you take my gun from my pocket
while 1 was uslesp to protect me from
myself?”

“Yeg," she declared,
self free from me.
the consequences. [ crepl into your
room while you were asleop and
robbed you, It was at four bells. |
heard it strike.”

“My waking time —every nlght,”
1 sald, “Why dld n't | rouse up?”

“1 do not know," she replied, rais-
ing her flushed face to mine. Then
ghe added: “Yes, | do know — now.

und flung her
“1 don't eare for

I have studied — remd about psychol
ogy a little. It Is the subconsclous
mind.”

“What 's that ?"' I asked.

“Our gouls — that know more than
our waking minds, but will act upon
guggestion, or autosuggestion., |1
heard you tell father that yvou had
awdkened at two In the morning ever
gince you read aboul [t. That was
auto-suggestion.”

Wl
“And so you acquired the habit
But your subconscious mind knew

better — 1L knew my danger and kept
you asleep while 1 robbed you. And
mine knew better, too; It Knew my
danger, though all I could think about
gince we laughed at him was pour
danger,

“Goon,” I sald. "1'm In a fog, but
1'1 try to understand.”

“And your sub<consclous mind,
knowing my danger, awakened you
when 1 neaded you — father told me

The Temple of Beauty

(Continued from Page 7)

“Try to work around near them,”
fhe whispered, her attention still on
their neighbors, The dance had dis-
sipated the tired look from her face,
and her companion gazed down covet-
tmslr)‘ al her In his arms,

wish your cases took you to
afternoon dances more often,” he
smiled, trying to break down the re
gerva of her long dark lashes,

“S8h—h!" she murmured avolding
his glance, but giving hiln just a
pinch of encourdgement on the arm

They were near Lyons and Mrs.
Despard.
"“Norma -— when -

“Tonight.”

“Tell Jack —"

It was but a fragment, and the rest
of the conversation tralled off in the
abandon of the dance.

But it was evident that they had
now notleed how Clare and Lawson
were following them, As they passed
a second time Mrs, Despard whis
pered something to her escort. A
moment later the two were edging
thelr way from their table to the cab-
gtand outside, Mrs. Despard had
given no outward sign of recognition,
vet her actlons told plainly that she
had recognlzed Clare

8 closely as prudent, Clare and Dr.

Lawson followed. Quickly they,
too, woere off with the rattle of the
changing gears and the muffler cut
out. As carefully as possible thelr
driver clung tenaciously to the cm

and yon #aw him and Tollowed
him."

And then?"

"He seomed to have some hypnotic

influence over me: but it was partly
hroken when he tried to klss me, and
thoroughly broken when he fell down
and we laughed at him."

“Tried to Kisg you?"

"1 glapped his face for It
just before you corrected him for
swearing at the men. He was put out

angry and chagrined. And though
I was still a lttle afrpld of him |
tried to coax him not to gquarrel with
you it was really on your account,
though not until last night eould I ad
mit it to myself. 1 worried over you,
and did not undress nor sleep, 1t be
came unbearable at last, amd | took
your pistol to preserve you from mur
der, as 1 thought, not knowing that In
an hour I would be a murderess,

“Don't call

It was

yourself that,” 1 pro
teated.

“IBut I am, for [ led him on until
he went too far. [ sat In my berth, |
your pistol in my hand, thinking of
you, you —and when he opened my |
door 1 shot him on lmpulse, But he
twisted the pistol out of my hand, |

and the last 1 can remember 18 that
he staggered back into the cabin, |
falnted.™ |

“God love vou, little girl,” 1 said, as
I klgged the fading color back to her
cheeks; “but why did you encourage
guch a man?"

“Oh, 1 don't know,"
almost in a whisper. “I thought —
a murderess might  confess every
thing, John—1 thought it might
make you jemlous. You would not
speak to me, nor even look at me,
and 1 never would have slapped
your face, Hut, you must not kiss me
any more — or 1 will.”

I had taken her in my arms and re
peated the offence, but, curlously
enough, was not punished.  Instead,
1 was smiled upon by a disheveled
young woman of twonly, now-—
growing falrer, If not younger, each
minute,

she answered,

HOUGH 1 have commanded many

ships slnce then 1 am not a com:
mander — only & mate, And, though
1 awaken each night as formerly, it Is
never gt two in the morning, but al
throe —alx bells of the middle watch,
And every time T awaken | hear o
poft, musical volce dreamily utter
ing the old-fash) ned call of the look-
out at sea: “SBix bells, and all's
well,” Which 1 always answer I
fore going to sleen aguin,

ahead, keeplng about a block behind

The car aheand stopped suddenly.
Lyons leaped from the step, handed
Mrs, Despard out, then turned and re
entered the cab. She had entered the
Futurist Beauty Shop.

The car with Clare and Dr, Lawson
hnd halted porhaps half o hlock away
while the driver made shift to find
gome excuse to look at his engine for
a delay, A street urchin sauntered up.

“Have any of those people 1 de
geribed to you gone in or out of the
bullding, Tommy?" asked Clare com-
ing cloge to the open window,

“No'm. Only the lady what just
went In agaln, She went out about
four o'clock."

“That's all, and thank you,
Tommy," added Clare. “You can go
back to the office now I find

a boy like that makes a better shadow
than all the detectives 1 have evel
employed, Billy.™

“What are vou going to do?" asked
Lawson curlously. “That other car
Is three blocks up the streel, [ don't

know whether we can catoh - o

“There I8 just one thing to do," she
decided as thelr own taxl gathered
speed. “l am golng to visit that
Beauty Parlor again. They won't
think I will dare do L™ °

“Be careful, Clare,” cantloned Law
son. “Don’t you think vou had better
send some oune olse whom they don't
know?"

“I shall be all right,” she replisd

confidently, as she took a pretty little
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