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Frozen Out

f Society!

The Head of the Danderbilt House
Returns to Newport with His New
Wife to Find His Family Fled, All
His Old Friends “Not at Home,”
and His First Wife the Leader in

His Social Ostracism

Newport, August 7.
HATBEOEVER & m&n sowath, that
¢ shall he reap,” aays the Bible,
whioh also tells in another book
an excellent story of a man who sold a
birthright for a mesa of potiage.

These remarks are ap to the faot
that Alfred Gwynne Vanderbllt “:o Mra.
Alfred Vanderblit Number Two (who was
Margaret Emerson MoKim, of Bal
timore) have returned' to Nawport from
Engiand bringing with them thelr youth-
ful san and helr.
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Therafors when the Alfrads arrived In
Newport recently they found none of the
Vanderblit family in residenhce except the
Reginald Vanderbllits, and of course they
do not count in glving social or family
recognition. Regloald Vanderbilt, it wiil
ba remembered, ia Altred's brother and
the gharer In many a sorape and escapada,

“Where s your mother?" aaked the new
wite of Alfred when she arrived

“Gone to Engiand,” raplied Ra,lnud.

“Where are your slsters twain?”

“Gladys 18 in England and Gertrude 1s
in !eot{nd.' answered Reggle, a bit am-
barrassed, - .

"And whers are your cousins and your
aunts?” thus the new Mre. Vanderblit
noxiously. i

“Just left for a trip around the world,”

stammered
"m.dldlm know we wers coming
with baby? asked poor Mrs, Vanderbiit

Number g
?%h. yes, they knew all right That's
Hl the an-
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Alfred VanderDilt-

In sllence the little
party made Itsa way
to Oakland Farms,
the splendid mansion
of the Alfred Vander
bilte.

“Aren't there any

of the famlly hers ex-
oept you, Reggie?" at
last asked Alfred.
“Oh, yesn,” raplied
the untaatful Reggle.
“There's Hisla. Hisle's
the whole sghow up
here now"— He
stopped at s look
from his brother,
“Elsle?™ sald the
second Mrs. Vander-
biit. “Eisle?" Then
she realized that Reg-
gle meant the first
Mrs. Alfred, and her
heart must have
't:on very heavy,
r aven the most
optimistie person
would recognise that
abandoned by his
powerful family and
with his first wife
commanding the flald
there was little chanca for her husband
to regaln his Jost social position.
Newport knew this before the Alfreds
arrived. In fact, the news that they were
coming disturbed that frivolous colony as
it has never perhapa been disturbed. “ls
it bravado on thelr part?’ asked the
matrons, “SBurely Alfred at least must
know that he has put himeelf beyond the
1" “It tsn't bravado,” sald others, who
still held A& kindly fesling for the holu‘la.r
of the most of old Commodore Vandarbiit's
milllons. “He Is anxious to realize his
wife's ambitlons, and he feels no doubt
that the baby will reconclle him with the

tamily.”

“Waell, whatever it 1s that makes them
come thay're golng to make (it very awk-
ward for everybody,” was the general
verdict, R

This wan only tod true. arly in the
Spring the Vanderbllt family hed planned
s brilitant semson. Mrs, Vanderbllt was
to open The Breakers and have the Laszlo
fzechenyls .with her for the Summer, The
Harry Payne Whitneys were to open lyelr
bouse on Bellevus avenue, the “Neely's” to
open Beaullou, and Mrs, McKay Twombly
was to open her handsome piace on the
oliffs, 'l{:n. like a bolt from the blue,
eame word that Alfred Intended to come
to Newport. Oh, what a scurry there
was!

Mra. Vanderblit ordered the ahutters
t back on The Preakers and fled to
ustex Lo stay with the Swechenyls, the

Harry Payne Whitneys took refuge In

Scatland, and the day after the Alfreds

arrived Mrs, Twombly and her dsughter,

Ruth, closed thelr doors,

pleked up thalr petticoats

and started for a trip
around the world,

Only the Reggles were
laft.

And why do not the
Reggles count? Why s
their Influence not suffi
clent to place the Alfreds
back in soclety? Reggle,
the youngest of the family,
bas been on the verge or
belog kicked out himself;
be In recelvad only be)
cause his wife continues
o live with him; he has
figured In oo many esca

af to attempt to folst
is brother on Newport.

Of what use is it for the

blind to lead the blind?

It is & new thing for
& Vanderbilt to be ostra-
olseldl by Soclety, In which
the family has moved for
two generstions It 1s
hard upen Alfred Van-
derbilt, for he might
Nave been & leader In the colony which
now will have none of him. When his
father, the Iste Cornelius, n a great
error of judgment, disinherited Cornslius,
his eldest son, because of his marriage,
and made Alfred his chief helr, he was
given an opportunity to become s social
and financlal leader, Instead of dolng so,
he kicked away the galden platter on
which the birthright was given.

But if It is hard upoa Alfred, there is
much more o be pitled in the position
of his secorl wife. Bhe has striven very
bard for the social acknowledgment which
is now Irrevocably withheld from her
The story of how Emerson, “the headache
cure king"” and his wife chartered a
yacht and took with hMm only young Dr.
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McKim andl their daughter, Margaret, is

an old one., That trip was planned solaly
for the purpose of letting propinguity
work its way untll Dr. MeKim would fail
a captive to the chmrms of Miss Margarst
and ask her to be his wife. Dr. McKim
at that time represented to the Emersons
the highest polnt of soclal attalnment
that could be lopked forward to.
record that the moment Dr. McKim pro-
posed to Miss Emerson and the glad news
was glven to her parents, the yacht was
turned around and made back for Baltl
more.

But Mra, McKim soon saw that there
were helghts far beyond her husband's po-
pitlon. Bhe cast her eyea u Newport
and Alfred Vanderblit. Alfred was d!-
vorced from Elsle French, and Mrs. Me-
Kim was divorced from her husband after
the payment to him of a large amount of
money for hls complalsance. Then they
want to Hogland. o doubt her reception
at Newport has been an enormous shock
to the second wife. Of course one season
she was there beforo and was Ignored
by soclety, because soeiety resented her
friandship for young Vanderbilt. He was
not them divorced; the divorce fallowad
that season. And yet Mrs. Alfred Number
Two tmb:n s astonlshment to find that
her hus ‘s first wife is choren over her
head; that she bhas not marrisd Into the
Newport set by marrying Alfrad,

“You eannot enter here,” says Mra
Robert Goaelet, as ghe orders the gates of
Eastbourne clossd to the Alfred Vander
bilts. “Nor here, sither” says Mrs. ER
bridge Gerry, as she tella hef butler to say,
“Not at home,” should the Alfreds eall.

There are degrees of ostraclsm. The
Vanderbllts will ba put through them all
They felt their AArst great when they
were not invited to Mrs. Fiab's falry tale
ball, to which three hundred of Alfred's
former friends were asked. These sams
thres hundred sat themsslves down to
dine in Mre. Hermann Oslricha’'s superb
dining room bafore going on to the ball,
but Alfred and his wife were not among
those present

Oakland Farms was left to Alfred by
his fathar, /1t 1s one of the most luxuri-
ous placea about Newport. It holds today
two of the unhapplest of mortals. What
means thelr great wealth If they have no
friends to lavish it on? They are ma-
rooned amid Its luxurlous contents. Does
he blame himself or does he blame the
young woman he married, for thers Is no
doubt that his family at least wounld re-
oolve him If he had not remarried.

When he drives along Bellevue avenus
and comes face to face with his former
wife, what happens? Mra. Vandarbilt
looks st him but does not ses him. looks
at the women by his side and does not
see her, When he meets the women he
used to be friendly with, what happens?
If be 15 alone there are some women who
will stop and chat a few moments with
kim, but the spirit of cordlality 1s gane.

Mres. Joe arriman, meeting him In
frout of the Caslna the other day, sald:
“Why, bello, Alfred, where did you drop
from? Pleasant weather we are having,
aren't wa?l”

In the early days she would have wruug
his hand and begged him to “Come home
and bmve 3 bite of luncheon with us™

If bhis new wife s with him, the women
turn to look the other way. If brought
face to face, they speak to her In the
most casual manner. Helng a man, Alfred
does not see all the many slights ad-
ministered to his wife by the women who
were bia, friends, and who am friends of

It is on .
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“FORGOTTEN"

(With apologles to the old famillar classlc plcture of that name.)

“Here are Alfred and his new wife (who has struggled so hard for social
recognition) out in the cold. Newport is frozen (> them and they

can only peer from the outside at the inside and mourn. What

& position for the man who
might have led Newport
fashion!"

Mrs. Elsie

French Van-
derbilt, Alfred's
First Wife.

his first wite. He feals Lhe greater
slights, however, and writhes under them.
Mrs. Payne Thompson, Mrs. Ned Berwind,
Mre. "Normle” Whitehouse, have neither
called on his néw wife nor allowed ber to
ba presentad to them. Mre. Ava Astor,
recently installed at Beeghwood, gave them
both the cut direct the day she srrivnﬂ.

They lve In splendid isolation, unhon-
ored and unsung, Invited nowhere.

“The Alfred Vanderbilts?" asked soms
one the other day at the Casino. “Have
they returned?" Dear me, how can they
have the courage?™

“No, Indeed, 1 have not called; nor do
I intend Lo0.”

Contrast thelr fate with that of the first
Mrs. Alfred.  Bha Is the most popular
hostess in the colony. Harborview, her
magnificent estate, Ia the sceas of ope
dance after another, one disner after an-
other, Her invitatlons are never refusad.
8he s the guest of honor at Mrs. Fish's,
Mrs. Goelst's, Mra. Astor's, Mrs. Gerrv's,
These mmirons are at her back In her
fight to keep her former husband and his
wife out of soclely. She s fghting not
oply for herself, but for her son.

All this tims Alfred has not stood
tamely by and made no effort Lo regaln
bis birthright He has gpent money like
Walar to get it back by the horse show
route. He has made his name through-
out Epngland becapse of his coaching ea-
tarprises and his promotion of the Olympic
Horss Show, which would not exist wers

Alfred Gywnne Vanderdilt in
Coaching Costume.

it not for his wealth. He presented to
Newport a splendidly ‘equipped Y. M. C.
A. bullding; he has bought interests in
newspapers and magazines, but nothing
has won for him the birthright he sold
for the mess of pottage,

Where has this social outcast differeq
from many others who have trod the
same primrose path? Why have others
bean forgiven and Alfred Vanderblit sent

into exile? Perhaps becatise he has not
played the game. The man who plays
the game, even & losing game, re

celves the respect of his kind 1f he is a
sportaman. Soclety would bhave come to
the forgiveness stage had Alfred not made
A& Eecond merriage; glven the marriages,
It might have forgiven In tme if he had
remained o England. But his frequent
returng to New York and his afforts to
rehabllitate himself and his present wife~
at the expense of his first wife and son
have turned soclety to- adamant So
clety may uvot have & sense of decency,
but it has a certnin amount of pride. and
it refuses to aceept this man who wilfully
outraged its conventions. Soclety assumes
that Alfred Vanderblit counted on his
wealth and famlly to force society to
taks him back, and soclety kicks him
out.

After all, the most interesting lesson
taught by this chapter of American family
history Is the foolishness of dictating your
childran’'s marrfages. The late Cornelius
Vanderbllt disinherited his son Cornslius
simply becauss he married a perfectlyl
estimable girl, whose family position aid
not suit the father Alfred got the ress
duary estats that Cornelius Jost. Ever
since then Cornellus has been maodal
citizen and a bappy husband, while Alfred
bhas become a borrible examule




