Three tall,
stood  leaning

interesting looking
against the starboard
rafl of the promenade deeck, unmind
ful of the mist, wutching the seurry
ing throng of exercise flonds Two
were young. the thivd was old, and of
the three thers who merited
~the second glanee that invariably wa
hegtowed upon him by the cireling
paegcrahy, BEach succceding revol
tion incrensged the Interest and
miration and people soon began o
favor him with frankly uanabashed
Atares and smileg that conld not have:
en mistaken  Ffor anvihiog bl
tributes to his extreme good looks
The engtomary hegossip nnd peren

e

Wis one

nlal snooper who ig always making
the voyage no matter what ship ons
takes or the direction one goes, nosed

put the purger and discoverad that
the young man was H. Schmldt of
Vienna, He was busgy thereaftor mix

ing with the throng, volunteering o
formation that had not been solicited
’ hut which appeared te be welcome
Espeeclally were the Young women on
board grateful to the hegossip, when
he necosted them as a perfect slranger

to tell them the name of another and
aven more perfect stranger
“Evidently an Austeinn army offf

he alwaye prociatmeal, and that

georned o settle it

T,

Lauckily he did ngt overhear R
Schmidt’s Impussive o of the
firet eabin parade. or he lt.lihf have
had something 1o repeat that would

na! have pleasel those
in it

‘Gueer looking 1ot of people,” suid
R, Schmidt, and hig two companions
moodily nodded their heads

“1 am sorry we lost those rooms on
the Salammbo.” snld the yvounger of
his two companions. 1 had them posi
tively engaged, money pald down."

who took par

“Some one olse came along with
more money, Dank.,” observed R
Schmidt, “We ought to be thankful

that we recelved anything at all, Has
it ocenrred to you that this hoat isn’t
crowded?"

“Not more than half Tull,” said the
older man. "All of the others ap
penred 1o be packed from hold to fun-
nel. This must be an unpopular boat.'

I don't know where we'd be, how
wyer, If My, Blithers hadn't thourht
of the Jupiter almost at the last miin

ute gald R Schmidr,

‘Nine dav boat, though,” growlad
the old man.

1 don’t mind thut In the least
She's u steady old tub and that's somse
thing.”

“Hobbs tells me that iv is most eX
traordinary to find the east bound
steamers crowded at this season of
the year,” sald Dank. “"He can’t un

derstand t at all. The crowds go ovel
In June and July and by this time
they ghould be starting for home, 1
thought we'd have no difculty in get
ting on any one of the big boats, but,

by jove, everywhere 1 went they said
they were full up.”

“It was  uncommonly decent  of
Blithers not coming down 10 sée¢ us

off.,” sald the elderly man, who was

down on the passenger st as Totten

4 “1 was apprehensive, ‘pon my soul

He stuck ke o leech up to the last
wilnate,”

SCHMIDT was reflecting. "It

o giruck me as gueer that he had

not heard of the transfer of our s

curities In Lopdon.”

“1 cannot understand’ Bernsteln &
Sons selling out at a time when the
price of our bonds is considerably e
low thelr actoal yvalue,” said Totten,
frowning. “A million pounds sterling
is5 what thelr holdings really ropre
sented; according to the despatches
they must have sold at n loss of nearly
fifty thousand pounds. 1t is unbelley

uble that the house ean be hard
preased for money. There isn't o
sotinder concern In Kurope than Bern
steln's,”

“We should have o wlreleas tonlght
or tomorrow fn regurd 1o the bid made
in Paris for the bonds held by the
French syndicate)” sgld Dunk, pull
Ing at his short mustache My

Blithers is investigating '

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY MAGAZINE

There is something
this." said R. Schmidt. “Who s buy
g up all of the outstapnding bonda
and what = bhehind the movement?
London  has Wl thnt were held
there and Paris is approached on the

slulster in all

sl

same day. I Parte and Berlin should
wil, nearly foui million pounds in
Graustark Bonds will be In the hands
of people Whose identity and motives
appear 1o be shronded in the despest
Vst gy

“And four milHon pounds repirs

s the entire amount of our bonds
held by outeide partles,' sald Totten,
with o slegnifeant shake of hls griz-
2lod head, “The remainder are in the

porsession of our own ingtitutlions and
the people themselves, We should
hear from Edelweiss, too, In response
to my cablegram, Perhaps Romano
may he able to throw light on the sity
ation. | confess that 1 am troubled.”

‘Russia would have no abjoel in
Luying up our general bonds, would
she?” Inquived R. Schmdd.”

“None whatever, She would have
nothing to gnin, Mr. Blithers nssurad
e that he was not in the least appre

hensive., In fact, he declared that
Russia wounld not b buying bondg
that do not munture for twelve Years
1o come, Thore must e gome prival

on?

A steward was politely  accosting
the trio

“I beg pardon, is this Mr. Totten?

“You,"

“Message Tor  you, sir, at the
piraer’s,”

“"Hring it to my stateroom, Totten,™
sald R, Schmidt brieily, and the old
man hurried away on the heels of the
NIESSeNLer

The two young men sanntered care
lessly In an opposite direction and
goon disappeared from the deck, A
fow minutes later, Totten entered the
luxurious parlor of R. Schmidt and
Inld an unopened wireless message
on the table at the young man’s elhow.

Open it, Totten"

HE old man stit the envelope and
glanced at the contents. He nodded
his head in answer to an unspoken
fuestion,

Sold ™

“Paris
Princve.
L

“Ihvist he mention the name
buyer?”

“Omly
jpronaun
the
well)”
know.'

“Ty Jove!™ 1ell Trom the Hps of both
men, and then the three Grausiark-
Iang stared In speechless amazement
at each other for the space of & min
nte bhefore another word wias spoken

“HWithors!” exclaimed Dank, sink
g back in his chaly

“Blithers,” repeated  Totten, but
with an entirely different inflection
The word was conviction iteelf as he
pronounced it

R. Schmidt indulged In a wry litth
smile, "It amounts to nearly twenty
million dollars, Count, That's & great
deal of money to gpend in the pursuit
of an ldle whim.”

“Humph'" grunted the old Count,
anid then favored the sunny-faced
Prince with a singularly sharp glance
“Of  course,  you understand his
game?”

“Perfectly. It's as clear as day
He Intends to be the crown father-in
law, I suppose he will expect Grau
stark to establish an Order of Royul
Grandfathers,”

“1t may prove to e no jest,
siid the Count serlously

“My dear Quinnex, don't look
sadl,” erled the Prince, “He may haye
money enough 1o bus Graustark, but

askaed R, Schmidt,
and Berlin, both of thewm,
Every bond has been gobbled

of the

use of the personal
Ile gays: 'l have tnken over
Parig and Berlin holdings. All 1s
It Is slegndd ‘B Sa! Now we

by the

Robin

By

he hasn't enough to buy grandehil
dren that won't grow, you know, lle
I8 counting chickens before they're

hatched, which Isu’'t a good business
principle, 'd have you to know."

You shall net marry into the
INithers family, my lad, Il we can help
i, sald the Count, pulling at his mus-
taches

The uge we live In!
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