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the distinguished forelgners looked
the part of noblemen

“1 wouldn't talk about clothes if |
were you," Mrs. Blithers had sald on
the station platform. “"Who would
suspect you of being one of the rich
est men in Amerlea?’ She sent a dis-
dainful glance at his bagey knees and
hulging cont pockets, and for the mo
ment he shrank Into the state of being
one of the poorest men In America

They were surpriged and not a little
perplexed by the fact that the Prince
and his companion arrived at the sta-
tion quite alone. Nelther of the Kings
accompanied them, There was, Mrs
Bllithers admitted, food for thought in
this peculliar omisslon on the part of
the Prince's late host and hostess, and
she would have given a great deal to
know what was back of it. The “lug:
gage” was attended to by the adml
rable Hobbs, there being no sign of a
Red Roof servant about the place,
Moreover, there seemed to be consid-
erable uneasiness notlceable in the
manner of the two foreigners. They
appearcd to be unnecessarily im.
patient for the traln to arrive, look-
ing at their watehes now and agaln,
and frequently sending sharp glances
down the village street in the direc
tion of Red Roof. Blithers afterwards
remarked that they made him think
of a couple of absconding cashiers.
The mystery, however, was never
oxplained.

Arriving at the Grand Central
Terminal, Prince Robin and the
Count made off in a taxicab, smil
Ingly declining to reveal their hotel
destination,

“But where am 1 to send my attor-
ney with the agreement you are to
sign, Prince,” asked Mr. Blithers
plainly frritated by the young man’s
obstinacy in declining 1o he “dropped”
at his hotel by the Blithers’ motor.

“1 shall come to your office at eleven
tomorrow morning, Mr. Blithers”
sald Robin, his hat in his hand. He
had bowed very deeply to Mrs,
Blithers.

“But that's not right,” blustered the
financler, “A prince of royal blood
hadn't ought to visit a money-grub-
her's office. 1t's not

“Noblegse oblige,” saild Robin, with
his hand on his heart, “It has been a
pleasure to know you, Mrs. Blithers,
| trust we may meet again. If you
ghould ever come to Graustark, please
consider that the castle Is yours —as
yvou hospitable Americans would say,”

“We surely will,” sald Mrs. Blithers.
Both the Prince and Count Quinnox
bowed very profoundly, and did not
smile.

“And It will be ours,'” added Mr.
Blithers, more to himsell than to his
wife as the twao tall figures moved off
with the throng. Then to his wife:
“Now to find ont what ship they're
galllng in. U1 fix {t 8o they'll have to
tuke the Jupiter whether they want
to or naot."

*“Wouldn't it be wisdom to find out
what ship Maud s salling on, WIl1?
It geems to me that she Is the real
problem.”

“Right you arv!" sald he
“1 must be getting dotty
age, Lou.”

They were nearing the Ritz when
ghe broke a prolonged period of ab-
straction by suddenly Inquiring:
“What did you mean when you said
to him on the train: ‘Botter think it

instantly
in my old

over, Prince, and what did he mean
by the Insolent grin he gave you in
reply

Mr. Blithers looked straight ahead.
“Business,” sald he, answering the
first question bhut uot the last

CHAPTER Vil

ONX BoARD THE JUPITER

HE decks of the Jupiler were wel

and the sky was drab. New York
was twenty-four hours astern and the
brief Sunday service had come to a
peaceful end. It died just ln time to
egcape the horrors of 4 popular pro-
gram by the band amidships, The
echo of the last amen was u resound.
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